
Presbyterian Women USA Mission Experience 

I was honored to be one of the representatives from the Synod of the Northeast to 
travel with women from all over the country and learn how to “Stand of the Shoulders 
of Empowered Women”. We focused on human rights, civil rights, women’s rights, 
hospitality and community building with congregations (in the NY Fingerlakes area), 
missions going on there (some using buildings from closed churches) and 
ecumenical relations (Mormons, Mennonite, and Native American Spirituality). 


It was a whirlwind tour in this beautiful countryside of lakes and wineries. We laughed 
and supported each other as we sat with different women on the bus each day. We 
became community and heard about PW success and challenges in their home areas. 
We all yearn to figure out how to minister to younger women, so that they too may 
know the joy, and comradely we feel. The question is how do we lift up mission/social 
justice causes we feel passionate about in a way that attracts others to be part of.


I’ll just name some missions we visited: Project Empowerment at Roc Salt (including a 
food pantry where I’d like us to collect diapers for), Coffee Connection, Liturgia Rural 
Workers Center (migrant farmers & families especially teens), Mothers and Babies 
Tobacco Free Program, and Family Promise (IHN).


I won’t go on any longer, as it is said “you had to be there”. I am willing to share my 
adventure in slide show, thoughts on social issues, clip on the Native American 
creation story, 27 minute video “The Equal Rights Amendment” or make an Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton dolls out I’d ofcouse wine corks. Just text/call 973-476-4720 or email 
lisa_a_gray@hotmail.com.


I do need to mention that eighteen churches either made us lunch or dinner (or pies!!!). 
I’d like to publicly thank them. What amazing food and hospitality! Even the very small 
churches spoke of the many missions their congregations support. How encouraging in 
this era of decreasing numbers that churches still are vital and a “Small Church 
Network” has been established. 


We highlighted the 100th anniversary of women getting the right to vote, mixed in the 
civil war (civil war prison camp), the underground rail road, and a holocaust refugee 
shelter. We heard names that I present to you: Dr Elizabeth Blackwell (first woman Dr),

Matilda Joslyn Gage, President and Eleanor Roosevelt, John W Jones, Mark Twain, 
Harriet Tubman, Susan B Anthony, Frederick Douglass, and many other women we 
learned about at “Convention Days” and the National Women’s Hall of Fame. 
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