
Resolution 2016-05 
Passed with one amendment 

 
Title:        Amendment of Diocesan Canons 
 
Submitted by: The Committee on Canons and Other Business 
 Mr. Pete Partridge, chair 
  
RESOLVED, that this 232nd Convention of the Diocese of Maryland accept the amendment to 
the canons of the Diocese of Maryland. 
 
New wording is in bold. Replaced wording is struck through. 
 
 

CANON 1-210 

Sec. 3. The Secretary shall prepare and forward to the Executive Council of The 
National Episcopal Church, on or before the date set by the Executive Council, such 
parochial and diocesan reports as may be required from time to time by the Canons of the 
General Convention. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary shall give notice by mail to all members of the clergy, vestries 
and advisory boards of all meetings of the Convention, annual and special, and provide 
proper forms for the certification of lay delegates; prepare therefrom a tentative roll of 
delegates, and supervise the registration of all clerical and lay delegates who attend the 
Convention; collate, publish on the diocesan website and mail electronically to every 
clerical and lay delegate to the Convention the Convention a journal of convention 
reports and business, as soon after the conclusion of the Convention as possible; and 
perform such other duties as may be reasonably expected from the Secretary of the 
Convention. 

CANON 1-310 

Sec. 1. Creation of the Office of Assistant Bishop 
Pursuant to Title III, Canon 27, of the Constitution and Canons of The National 

Episcopal Church (The “National Episcopal Church Canon”), the office of Assistant Bishop 
is hereby created in the Diocese of Maryland. 

Sec. 2. Appointment of Assistant Bishop 
Whenever in the opinion of the Bishop additional episcopal services are required in 

the Diocese, the Bishop may, with the consent of the Standing Committee, appoint an 
Assistant Bishop from among those Bishops eligible for the office under Section 2 of The 
Episcopal ChurchNational Canon to serve under such conditions as the Bishop may 
determine. 

CANON 1-410 
 

Sec. 6. The Standing Committee shall have the responsibilities, rights and duties as 
provided in the Constitution and Canons of The National Episcopal Church with respect to 
ecclesiastical and related matters and also as to matters as provided for in these Canons.  
Specifically, with respect to the sale or other disposition of real property of any Parish, 
Separate Congregation or Parochial Mission, and with respect to the sale of any Diocesan 



real property on which is located any consecrated and dedicated Church or Chapel, the 
consent of the Bishop and the Standing  
Committee shall be required.  The Standing Committee, after consulting with the Bishop, 
shall determine the appropriate disbursement of any proceeds belonging to the Diocese 
and resulting from any sale or other dispositions of any church, chapel or other property 
used or formerly used as a place of worship. 
 

CANON 1-450 

Of the Organization and Operation of the Planning Commission 
Sec. 1. The Planning Commission shall be appointed by the Bishop when, as and if in 

the Bishop’s discretion there is a need for the purposes prescribed in this Canon.  The 
Planning Commission shall conduct research and study of factors influencing the program 
of the Church and its mission.  The Commission shall make appropriate recommendations 
to the Bishop and the Convention for their guidance in making important decisions on a 
long-range basis with respect to policy, procedure and implementation.  Concerns for study 
shall be referred to the Commission by the Bishop, and by the Convention. 

Sec. 2. The Commission shall consist of not less than five persons, appointed by the 
Bishop, for a term of three years without restriction as to reappointment.  One member 
shall be designated by the Bishop as Chair of the Commission.  The Chair shall serve, as 
such, for three years, but may not be reappointed to successive terms as Chair unless the 
prior term in that office shall have been a partial one to fill a vacancy.  Members of the 
Commission shall serve at the pleasure of the Bishop.  Vacancies in the Commission and the 
office of Chair shall be filled by the Bishop for the unexpired term. 

Sec. 3. Upon authorization by the Diocesan Council, the Commission shall employ 
competent personnel, trained in the field of planning, to conduct research and to develop 
resource data.  The Commission shall interpret and evaluate all such material for the 
purpose of making detailed recommendations to the Bishop and Convention. 

Sec. 4. The Commission shall operate directly under the authority of the Bishop and 
the Convention and shall report annually to the Convention while the Convention is in 
session, such annual report to be submitted to the Bishop not less than thirty days prior to 
the opening of the Convention.  In addition, the Commission shall present such reports to 
the Bishop as the Bishop may from time to time request. 

 
CANON 2-150 

Of the Committees Responsible for Congregational Development 

Sec. 1. There shall be appointed by the Bishop at each Annual Convention such 
Committee or Committees as may be appropriate responsible for congregational 
development.  The Bishop shall determine the number of clerical and lay members of each 
Committee and designate its Chair. 

Sec. 2. The Committee or Committees responsible for congregational development 
shall, with the Bishop and Diocesan Council, participate in the formulation of Diocesan 
Mission Strategy.  Such Committee or Committees, pursuant to assignments of 
responsibilities of each, shall review petitions from missions to organize as Parishes or 
Separate Congregations and make recommendations thereon to the annual Convention, 
and make recommendations to Diocesan Council with regard to aid to Congregations.  In 
addition, each such Committee shall perform the functions required elsewhere in these 



canons as assigned to it, and shall have such additional responsibilities as the Bishop may 
assign to it from time to time. 

 
CANON 2-190 

 
Sec. 1. (c) The congregation willfully fails to comply with the provisions of The national 
Episcopal Church Canon I.7 “Of Business Methods in Church Affairs” or have engaged in 
improper or unethical business practices; 
Sec. 6. When the Bishop, in consultation and majority support of the Standing 
Committee, determines that restoration is no longer viable or feasible, the Bishop 
shall have the authority to close the parish permanently and take the necessary 
steps to disperse the assets and provide pastoral provision for transfer of 
membership of parishioners to other congregations as requested. 
 
 

CANON 4-100 

Of the Committee Commission on Ordained Ministry 

 

CANON 4-120 

Sec. 5. In the event of the failure or refusal of either party to comply with the terms of 
such judgment, the Bishop may inflict such penalties as may be provided by The 
National Episcopal Church or Diocesan Constitutions and Canons; and may also invoke 
any other available sanctions. 

 
CANON 4-210 

 
Attendance at Ecclesiastical Court Hearing Panel Proceedings 

 Except as the Ecclesiastical Court Disciplinary Board may otherwise direct, 
proceedings of the Ecclesiastical Court Hearing Panel shall be open to all ordained persons 
canonically resident in this Diocese and communicants in good standing of all Parishes, 
Separate Congregations and Missions in this Diocese. 
 

CANON 5-110 

Of Episcopal Ministries to the Aging, Inc. Integrace, Inc. 

Sec. 1. The Episcopal Ministries to the Aging, Inc. Integrace, Inc., a non-stock not-
for-profit membership corporation under the laws of the State of Maryland 
(“Integrace”EMA”), is hereby recognized as an official agency of the Diocese whose 
principal function shall be the development and operation of a ministry to the aging in 
conformity with the Wills of Frank B. Beasman and Viola R. Beasman (the “Beasman 
Wills”), and otherwise to provide programs and services to the elderly, the initial 
manifestation of that ministry to be a continuing care retirement community known as 
“Fairhaven" in memory of Johnzie E. Beasman. 

Sec. 2. The Board of Trustees of EMA Integrace shall constitute the “Members” of 
EMA Integrace under applicable corporate law.  As such, the Board shall elect its own 



successors in accordance with policies and procedures it may establish and change from 
time to time; provided, however, that the Bishop of the Diocese (or, in the case of a vacancy 
in the office of the Bishop, such person as the Standing Committee of the Diocese may 
designate), shall be an ex officio member of the EMA Integrace Board, with vote, and at 
least fifty percent (50%) of the members of the Board shall be Episcopalians residing in the 
Diocese of Maryland or Easton.  EMA Integrace shall provide to the Diocese, on an annual 
basis, copies of its audited financial statements and annual report. 

Sec. 3. The Articles of Incorporation of EMA Integrace shall contain provisions 
addressing the following matters, which provisions may not be altered without the 
concurrence of the Bishop and the Standing Committee of the Diocese: 

(a) that the Bishop (or, in the case of a vacancy in the Office of the Bishop such 
person as the Standing Committee of the Diocese may designate) shall be an 
ex officio member of the EMA Integrace Board, with vote; 

(b) that at least fifty percent (50%) of the members of the Board shall be 
Episcopalians residing in the Diocese of Maryland or Easton; 

(c) that, upon a dissolution of EMA Integrace, the assets of EMA Integrace shall 
be distributed to the Diocese (provided that the Diocese at the time is an 
organization that qualifies under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 (or any comparable provision of any successor Internal 
Revenue Law). 
 

Sec. 4. In no event shall any assets of the Diocese other than those derived from (1) 
the Beasman and Jacobs estates or (2) such other funds as may from time to time be 
donated to the Diocese expressly for the use of the Fairhaven project or any other EMA 
Integrace activities, be used for or subjected to any liability, contingent or otherwise, for 
the development, construction, or operation of such projects. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


