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Dear member of the SOJOY Community -   

The time has come! I’ve included some information about the hopes for future of our ministry.  

Reducing this debt will help us to lay a foundation for our ministry for generations to come. 
Our future impact in The Woodlands and beyond depends on our response toda..  

We will make our commitments to the Choose Joy Campaign in worship this Sunday, March 
3. 

I invite you to think about the impact of this congregation on your own faith, and the 
opportunity we have to help even more people to grow in relationship with God and their 
neighbors. Please use the information enclosed as you give thought to what your family’s 
pledge will be over the next three years.  

I am grateful for each one of you. As I look back over the last five years, I am absolutely in awe 
of what God has done in our community. I believe with all my heart that God is up to 
something amazing and wonderful in our community.  

Twenty years ago, this congregation was formed with a dream of being a center of faith and 
community in this neighborhood. As we reflect on all the lives we have touched in those 
twenty years, we also look forward to the next twenty and becoming a beacon of faith and 
hope in our neighborhood.  

Over the last twenty years, we have paid off 82%of our mortgage! Paying off the remainder of 
this debt will free us to continue our joyful worship and our phenomenal preschool ministry, 
as we also reach out in love and service to our neighbors. 

God has been generous with us – giving us the gift of this supportive and loving community, 
the gift of faith, and above all the gift of the love of Jesus Christ. This is an exciting time for 
Spirit of Joy! May we all respond with generosity and gratitiude.  

We look forward to seeing you in church this coming Sunday. 

 

Be joy in the world, 

 

Pastor David Hansen      

 

 
  



 

THE BASICS OF COMMITMENT SUNDAY 
 

  

What is a commitment?   
Our commitment is our grateful response to God’s generosity. God calls us to give 
intentionally – a commitment allows us to plan our giving, and for the church to plan 
how to fund our ministry together.  

 
How much should I give?   

Only you can answer that question. You alone know what this means to you.  
The Scriptural ideal is “proportional giving “ – the concept that we all have differing 
resources, and our prayerful, intentional generosity reflects the resources that God has 
entrusted to us.  
 

 
What if I can’t finish my commitment?  

Our lives change. This is not a contract. We know that some people will have life 
changes that means that they cannot complete what they originally committed to this 
campaign. Others will have life changes that mean that they can give more than they 
originally planned.  

 
How long is the commitment for?  

This is a three year campaign. You are welcome to make a one-time gift or a monthly / 
weekly / annual gift for the next three years.  

 
How much do we need?  

We have three goals.  
1) Our basic goal is $230,000. This is the same goal that we set (and met) three years 

ago.  
2) Our stretch goal is $275,000. This is the remainder of what we owe on our loan, and 

reaching this goal would allow us to retire our mortgage.  
3) Our “moving mountains” goal is $400,000. Reaching this goal would allow us to 

retire our mortgage, perform some much needed maintence on our facilities, and 
also provide support to our partner ministries and outreach efforts.  

 
So what does that really look like?  

We have 64 households in our congregation. Reaching our stretch goal would mean 
that we need commitments for an average of $4,300 per household over the course of 
the next three years. What dos that look really like? It is an average of $28 per week – 
or $1,435 per year.  

 
 
 
 

Commitments Grow Into Faithful Giving  
Faithful Giving Grows Into Increased Faith 

 



 

Where does my money go?  
 
When I give to the regular offering, that money goes into the general fund. When I give the 
Choose Joy Campaign, that money goes into the capital fund 
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**Note: The sooner we pay 

off the mortgage, the less we 

pay in interest** 


