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Many years ago, I attended a facilitation training on how to engage diffi-
cult group conversations. The instructor was fabulous and I’m sure I 
learned many things. However, what has remained firmly established in 
my memory was a set of guidelines that my instructor had put together 
that could “help just about any conversation be more productive.”  
 

As our nation has once again entered into a conversation about race and 
racism, tensions are high and it can sometimes seem as though we’re not 
going to be able to make any substantial progress toward a more just soci-
ety. After all, in order to make progress, we need more than just a portion 
of the population of our big systems (the ELCA, the US Government, 
etc.) to push for change.  
 

In order to come together to work for change, we need to be willing to 
engage the conversation in the first place, and not simply hope that the 
current tension will just dissipate at some point. As Emmanuel Acho says 
in his series, “Difficult Conversations with a Black Man,” the first thing 
white people need to do to act in solidarity with our black siblings is to 
acknowledge that there is a problem. But not everybody thinks there’s a 
problem. 
 

And that’s where some of the guidelines my facilitation teacher put to-
gether come in. In order to have a more productive conversation, we need 
to A) ask genuine questions and B) make sure everybody has all the rele-
vant information. For those of us who are white, it is important that we 
pause to ask genuine questions. An example might be, “We’ve made so 
much progress in regard to racism in our country. What exactly are peo-
ple of color concerned about right now?” After asking such a question, 
we should take it upon ourselves to engage the relevant information. Read 
books, listen to podcasts, read articles, or watch videos in which people of 
color address the reality of what they go through on a regular basis in this 
country. There is so much good information out there that we have access 
to due to modern technology. To get started, please see the list below. If 
you need someone to reflect with, or would like some more resources, 
know that Andrew and I are here for you. Thanks for joining in the con-
versation! 
 

• “The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblind-
ness” by Michelle Alexander (book) 

• “White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk About 
Racism,” by Robin DiAngelo (book) 

• “Difficult Conversations With a Black Man,” Emmanuel Acho 
(website and video series) 

• “I Am a Stranger Here Myself,” by Deborah Gwartney (book) 
• “Just Mercy: a Story of Justice and Redemption,” by Bryan Stevenson 

(book, also a recent movie)  
• “Dear Church: a Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest 

Denomination in the US,” by Lenny Duncan (book) 

 



 

Newly elected as Vice President of the Congregation Council, Kim Scott’s history with 

Emmaus goes way back.  Her parents, Willard and Barbara Grabofsky, chose Emmaus as 

the church home for their family after coming to Eugene from Montana many years ago.   

Kim was 13 years old at the time.  As she said, “When I would visit over the years, it was 

great to see all my Emmaus friends, so when I moved here four years ago, it made sense 

to continue to go to Emmaus.” 

Although Kim was born in California, the family moved to Montana shortly after and she 

grew up in a small farming town there.  Kim is the oldest of four having two sisters and 

one brother.  She graduated from high school here, then moved to Seattle where she start-

ed nursing school at Shoreline Community College.  She finished her Bachelor’s at 

Grand Canyon University in Phoenix, Arizona, followed by a Master’s in Science of 

Nursing and Education at Western Governor’s University in Salt Lake City.  She lived in 

West Africa for one year, followed by 25 years in Arizona.  She returned to Eugene to ac-

cept the position of Director of Quality and Patient Safety with Oregon Medical Group.   

Kim has been married for 26 years and has five children, Makayla, Savannah, Essex, 

Maya and Kaliyah, and one grandson, Benjamin.  In her spare time, she enjoys swim-

ming, reading, hiking and sipping a nice glass of wine! 

We welcome Kim to Council and thank her for accepting this position of leadership in 

our church community.   
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FOOD DRIVE 
 
Our food drive in May was a huge success, and with the continuing need, we’re gonna do it 
again! Please mark your calendars for Thursday the 9th from 5:30–7:00 pm and Friday, July 
10th from 9:00 am–11:00 am. As before, please consider giving items on the preferred food 
items list, but anything is helpful! Those items include:  
 
• peanut butter or other nut/seed butters 
• pop-tab canned stews, chili, & soups 
• canned tuna 
• whole grain pastas and brown rice 
• canned fruit (low sugar) 
• canned vegetables (low salt) 
• masa harina (corn flour) 
• cooking oil 
• all on-perishable foods (prior to expiration date) 
• no home-canned foods 
 
 

CLOTHING & HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 

 
Brittany Jones, our former tenant through the St. Vincent Parking Lot program, is starting Unit-
ed Threads, a “resale store that will be dedicated to selling donated clothing and small house-
hold items, custom made items, and fabric to help raise money to house homeless veterans and 
single parent families. The profits from this store will be used to buy condemned and aban-
doned homes and properties, renovate them using sweat equity as well as licensed contractors. 
The sweat equity will work similar to Habitat for Humanity.” She will soon have a store loca-
tion, but in the meantime we have partnered with her to collect and temporarily store some 
items for her store. If you would like to bring items for donation at the same times as our food 
drive, please do!  
 
Brittany is currently most in need of the following:  
 
• men's clothing 
• plus size clothing 
• shoes 
• any small decorative household items, but not really anything electric (coffee makers etc.)  
• hangers or hanging racks 
• bookshelves to help organize items 
 
For questions about particular items, please email Brittany at brittanynichole962@yahoo.com. 

If you would like to read more about this venture or make a donation, see here. 

mailto:brittanynichole962@yahoo.com
http://gf.me/u/yb4ash


 

Worship, Education,  
   & Fellowship  in the Time of 

Physical Distancing   
 

 

WORSHIP   
 

 Our worship services are pre-recorded and uploaded to YouTube on Saturday evenings. The 
link to the service is available on our website and on Facebook.  The link to the bulletin can 
also be found on the front page of our website. If you do not have a computer and you would 
like to participate, contact Andrew and he’ll get you set up to join by phone. 

 

EDUCATION 
 

 Each week, we provide interviews or links to videos about the Bible, Early Church History, 
Theology, or important current events in our “Ask the Expert” videos. Links to these videos 
can be found on the front page or under the MEDIA tab on our website. 

 

 We will continue having a Zoom adult forum using the “Animate Series” from Fortress Press 
on Sunday mornings at 10:45, with the exception of July 5th, when we’ll be taking a break for 
the holiday weekend. 

 

FELLOWSHIP 
 

 On Sunday mornings, we meet for Zoom Fellowship Time at 10:15. The link for this is sent out 
in our weekly worship e-mail. 

 

 Every Wednesday, we hold 30 minute Zoom “coffee breaks” at  9:00 am and 4:00 pm. These 
meetings give us a chance to catch up with fellow members in a small group format.  

 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON OUTDOOR GET TOGETHER!! 
 

One of the hardest aspects of the pandemic has been, of course, that we have been unable to meet 
in person. While indoor services are still inadvisable and outdoor services are relatively impracti-
cal (a variety of hearing and participation challenges still loom), the council and staff of Emmaus 
believe that, with certain guidelines in place, an outdoor fellowship time would not pose unreason-
able risk to participants. Of course, nobody should feel obligated to come, and if you have any res-
ervations or are in a high risk category, please stay safe and stay home. 
 
On Sunday, July 19th from 4pm—5pm, we will have an outdoor fellowship gathering. In order to 
participate, masks are required. We will also require six feet of distance between those who do 
not belong to the same household. We plan to utilize our lovely grounds, maintained by a small 
cohort (Delbert Schleuter, Steve & Diane Palmers, and other Elva’s Raiders), in order to facilitate 
this gathering. Please contact a member of the Facility Use Subcommittee with any questions or 
concerns (Pastor Rachel, Andrew, Jane Batterson, Peter Kugler, Kathleen Kerr).  
 

 



  

Using Our 

Website 

Do you know what re-

sources are available 

on our website? 

 

 On the front page 

there are links to the 

most recent worship 

service recording, bul-

letin, and educational 

video.  

 

 You can also find a 

link to our blog on the 

front page.  

 

 If you go to the top of 

the page where the 

drop down menus are 

and click on the 

“MENU” tab, you’ll see 

tabs that lead you to 

past sermons, service 

videos,  educational 

offerings, and more. 

 

 On the top of the page 

on the right, the 

“DONATE” link allows 

you to give online. 

 

 If you scroll down on 

the front page, you’ll 

find links to Breeze,  

Facebook, and more. 

Council Guidelines for Building Use through September 

Summary: Based on current guidance from the Oregon Governor, the Oregon 
Synod, and public health agencies, we do not anticipate gathering in person in our 
building in large groups through at least September. We will continue with our cur-
rent virtual offerings and involve the whole community to the extent possible. The 
church office will be open during this time; however, we ask people not to come 
into the office to do business, but to use phone calls or email to communicate. 
These guidelines are intended to keep our community safe. Please contact the Fa-
cility Use Sub-committee (Pastor Rachel, Andrew, Jane Batterson, Brent Johnson, 
Peter Kugler, or Kathleen Kerr) with any questions. 

Building Use Considerations:  

• The building remains available as long as safety guidelines are followed. 

• Please check the church calendar on Breeze before going to the building to en-
sure the space you are intending to use is available. Reserving the space you 
are intending to use is encouraged. Requests can be sent to Melinda 
(office@emmauseugene.org). 

General Guidelines 

• Limit the number of people in the building to fewer than fifteen at a time.  

• No more than two people in a room, with the exception of members of the 
same household, to the extent possible. Up to ten maximum are allowed in the 
Sanctuary or Fellowship Hall, with our preference for groups to use the Fel-
lowship Hall due to better air circulation. 

• Each person who enters the building must sign-in. Sanitized pens will be avail-
able. 

• Masks are mandatory when in a room with others. 

• Vigorous hand washing/sanitizing is expected. 

• We ask users to sanitize areas of use before leaving. Sanitizing wipes or other 
cleaning materials will be provided. 

• Please do not come to the building if you are sick. 

Use of Fellowship Hall 

• Small groups must reserve the space in advance and follow the above general 
guidelines, including mandatory masks and sanitization of all areas of use 

• Limit the number of people in the room to 10 at any given time. 

• Maintain minimum of 6 feet physical distancing between people. 

• Open sliding glass doors for air flow (even if it’s raining). 

Outdoor Guidelines 

• Masks are required for outdoor events. Even though outdoor airflow is thought 
to be a deterrent to transmission of COVID–19, we want outdoor gatherings to 
be as safe as possible for members in higher risk categories.  

• Maintain a safe distance of six feet from others. 

• Use hand sanitizer before and after entering the building. 

• Limit entry into the building as much as possible. 

• If you feel unwell, please stay home.  



JULY  BIRTHDAYS 
  

Bill MacMaster — JULY 5 

Sue Strand — JULY 7 

Nanci Strickland — JULY 7 

Eila Macdonald — JULY 7 

Charlotte Trent — JULY 8 

Brad Swank — JULY 12 

Wayne Golbek— JULY 12 

Kevin Kahle— JULY 14 

Kurtus Kahle— JULY 15 

Miriam Jaschek —JULY 18 

Constance Anderson — JULY 19 

Ron Lechnyr — JULY 21 

Lillian Kugler-Snarr — JULY 22 

David Alavi — JULY 24 

Terri Lechnyr — JULY 27  

FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF MAY 31, 2020 

2020 budgeted expenses 268,599.00 

2020 actual income 108,058.77 

2020 actual expenses 92,514.96 

Difference between income and expenses +15,543.81 

Remember in Prayer 
  
Nola Baird, Carolyn Bauder, Leslie Bjornbak, Denise Blake 
(daughter of Billie Scott), Donna Burlingame, Gloria Church-
ill, David Crane (nephew of Carolyn Bauder & Judy Kopper-
mann), Mitchel Card (Nola Baird’s grandson), Pauline (family 
friend of Marge Churchill), Willard Grabofsky, Melissa 
(former daughter-in-law of Mary & Brian Hamilton), Bill 
Jones, Zair Khademian (uncle of Noah Kerr), Lorinne 
McKeeman (Marilyn Kalstad’s sister), James Petersen (son of 
Ruth Nyegaard), David Peterson (nephew of Elaine Herbison), 
Jeanette Rydbrink, David Schmitz (son of Larry & Donna), Li-
sa Teigland (family friend of Mitzi Shirk), Bruce Vogel (friend 
of the Stricklands). 
  

Homebound: Marge Churchill 
 

Hospice: Emmy Ehlers, Michael Barker 

 
. . .that the mural in the Gathering Place was designed by the late liturgical artist and art edu-

cator Richard Caemmerer of Plain, Washington, (a small unincorporated community in Chelan 

County)) and depicts the biblical story of the road to Emmaus?  Anyone who has ever been to 

Holden Village is familiar with his work there. 

*Here is our most recent financial update. If you have any ques-

tions, please contact our treasurer, Dave Frosaker. 



EMMAUS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

EUGENE, OR 

united in response to grace, 

empowered by the Holy Spir-

it, 

serving the Lord with glad-

ness. 

Congregation Council: 

Sidsel Tompkins, President 

Kim Scott, Vice President 

Rob Moore, Secretary 

Kathleen Kerr, Learning 

Ministry 

Lynn Kahle, Service Ministry 

Brent Johnson, Support 

Ministry 

Cathy Smith, Witness Ministry 

Jane Batterson, Worship 

Ministry 

EMMAUS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1250 West 18th Avenue 

Eugene, OR 97402 

541-344-1150 

office@emmauseugene.org 

www.emmauseugene.org 

Temporary Office Hours: Tuesday—Thursday 9:00 —Noon 

 

Staff 

PASTOR:  Rachel Langford                   (cell)    563-940-0023 

 Email: pastor@emmauseugene.org 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: Andrew Langford                  (cell)    512-736-1515 

 Email:  pastoralassociate@emmauseugene.org 

MUSICIAN:  Dan Smith         (cell)   541-972-3117 

 Email: musician@emmauseugene.org  

CHOIR DIRECTOR:  Brent Anderson      (cell)    541-521-3098 

 Email: brenthanderson@msn.com 

OFFICE MANAGER: Melinda Garcia                              ( office) 541-344-1150 

 Email: office@emmauseugene.org 

CUSTODIANS: Justin Adcock, Kris Jennings 

 

Emmaus is a Reconciling in Christ 

congregation 


