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Well, what a month of May we just had. And what a June we are
continuing to have. There are many, many disheartening realities in our
world right now. America, still reeling from the health and economic impacts of the coronavirus, is now experiencing social unrest arising from
the murder of George Floyd, an unarmed black man in Minneapolis. All
across the country, there are many, many peaceful protesters rallying to
bear witness to the injustice of Floyd’s death and the widespread racism
that still mars our nation and impacts the lives of countless people of color. As if protesting in the middle of a pandemic wasn’t already complicated enough, there are also small numbers of opportunists, many white,
who are engaging in acts of violence and vandalism alongside these protests. To complicate matters further still, while many of our law enforcement branches are responding with admirable professionalism to these
protests, have responded to peaceful protests with shows of force and violence of their own. At the time I write this, sixty million Americans live
in cities with curfew orders.
I recite this litany of sad facts not to discourage or alarm, but to
recognize the reality of our moment. We live in a time when the message
of justice for all, peace, and reconciliation are more relevant than ever.
This past Sunday was Pentecost Sunday, and I preached about the importance of the church continuing to be the church—filled with the Holy
Spirit, ablaze with the will to bring God’s good news to the world, creatively translating God’s messages into languages that people can understand. These languages include acts of service, acts of mercy, generosity
of time and money, truthful and timely words that bring healing rather
than division—words that speak of justice for all the oppressed.
As the church of the living Christ, who is both Spirit-breather and
Chain-breaker, we are called to join in Christ’s work in the world. We
have a responsibility to discern where and how to act in response to the
oppression, violence, and despair that is evident all around us. It could
mean that we support organizations that put on antiracism trainings or
host one ourselves, it could mean engaging in small-group discussions
about white privilege, and it could mean that we speak candidly with people in our own circles of influence or on social media platforms to recognize the realities of racism for what they are. While there is no one right
way to respond, we have one rock on which we stand as we live out his
gospel in our world, Jesus Christ, our teacher and our Lord.
This last week, we celebrated the descent of the spirit and the formation of our church. My prayer is that the spirit will descend upon us
now as we continue to reform in response to the reality of our times.
Whatever that response looks like, let us not give way to fear. As our sacred texts proclaim, "perfect love casts out all fear" (1 John 4:18). We are
called to be people of love, children of the resurrection, and ambassadors
of reconciliation. May we answer that call together in this complicated
time, supported by the love of Jesus and the fire of the Holy Spirit.
In Christ’s peace,
Andrew
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MEET OUR GRADUATING SENIOR: MAYA SCOTT

Maya Scott is graduating from Churchill High School. She was born in
Scottsdale, Arizona. She grew up in Mesa where she lived until moving to
Eugene in the summer of 2016 when she was 14 years old. She enjoys being closer to more of her family, which includes grandparents Willard and
Barbara Grabofsky, as well as many aunts, uncles, and cousins.
When she was younger, she would visit Eugene in the summers with her
family and worship at Emmaus, so it was the “obvious choice” for their
church home when they moved here because “we love the community of
Emmaus.” Maya has been involved in the youth group, as well as helping
out with Vacation Bible School and serving as an attendant at the children’s table during worship.
During her time in high school, Maya has been involved in track, which
she plans to continue in college. She was a member of the swim team,
which she served as captain, as well as the cheer team. She was also a part
of the Rachel Carson Academy, which is an environmental science program.
While Maya currently has no plans for the summer, she is looking forward
to attending Linfield College in McMinnville in the fall, working toward a
degree in Education.

MEET OUR GRADUATING SENIOR: DONOVAN CARLSON

Donovan Carlson is graduating with honors from Willamette High School. He is
the son of Eric and Annie Carlson and first born grandchild of former Pastor Steve and Claudia Carlson and Jim and Gale Bingham. He was born at McKenzie
Willamette Hospital in Springfield and was baptized by his grandfather Steve and
then confirmed by him just prior to his retirement. He has since been joined by
sister Ella and brother Keaton.
During his high school years, Donavan has been a part of the Willamette High
School Marching Band and the National Honor Society, as well as various volunteer opportunities. At Emmaus, he has been involved with the youth group and
also attended the National Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas. His hobbies include drawing, art and making and editing videos with his friends.
Donavan says, “This summer, I plan to hopefully return to normal life and go on
a few trips—to Hawaii with my family and to New York City with my friends.” In
the fall, he will attend the University of Oregon to study Architecture. Go Ducks!”

~We congratulate these Emmaus graduating seniors and present them each
with a quilt made by our quilters as a reminder that we will continue to pray
for them as they enter this next chapter in their lives. ~
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FOOD DRIVE
Thanks to everyone who participated in our Food for Lane County Food Drive! We had an

enormous outpouring of support, both in food donations and in contributions. All in all,
we collected 690 lbs of food and $125! We had two barrels but could easily have filled
four with all the food. Special thanks go to Jim Henry and Peter & Lori Kugler for their
help in the collection process. Stay tuned for more opportunities!

COMMUNITY REFLECTION ~ Marie Rodiet
It has been really nice to be back to Eugene despite the self distancing regulation. The
weather and the nature are priceless. We spend hours outside looking at bugs, hiding behind trees and making soup out of rocks and branches. We go hiking with the kids every
Sunday as a way to spend time with God. Of course the social isolation is hard in many
ways for all of us. The kids miss going to playgrounds and riding the bus to go to Eugene Library. And we miss church and friends!
Being laid off at LCC was really hard for me in all areas: professionally, relationally, financially ... I had a plan, and God had decided on another. I was trying to be positive but really
I was pretty bitter. Especially because we left China knowing that we would have income to
sustain us, and now we did not. Well ... we got financial help in totally unexpected ways
here and there (Emmaus included) and were reminded again of God's provision and love
for us. I am so grateful for everything He has given me. Now that I was unemployed, I
thought I would concentrate on learning more Chinese and playing the piano. I was told by
LCC that I could get a tuition waiver for three terms (Spring, Fall and Winter). So I decided
to make the most of it and explore a field in which I knew nothing. I did not have anything
to loose! I discovered the world of coding and I am hooked. I have been studying as hard as
I can every day to become a web developer. It has been four weeks and my interest keeps
growing. It is going to be a long road to becoming a web developer but I know I will enjoy
the journey. In the end I am really thankful I got laid off (Yes I just said that) so I could invest myself in a career that actually excites me. Teaching, translating and working in an office were great too. I am glad I worked in the office at Emmaus! But I knew that would be
temporary because at some point in life it would not meet the needs of my family. Now I am
excited about having found a career I can do in any country, at any time of the day and on
pretty much any computer. Thank you for reading this.

Tide Pods
Naomi Circle has delivered 40 containers of soap
pods to St. Vincent de Paul’s First Place for their
laundry facility. 40 containers adds up to
2,700 loads of laundry so we suggested that First
Place share with the Youth House for Girls and
the St Vinnie’s overnight shelter. Thus, the conditions of the Thrivent Action Grant for this project
have been met. We raised $440 through contributions - some of it earned by making masks for
donations. Since there were no expenses, the entire $250 of the grant was also used to purchase
the soap. Any additional contributions will also
be used to purchase more of the laundry soap.
We are thrilled that we were able to do this in spite of our member’s need to shelter in
place, no on-site church meetings, and rationing of the purchases of the soap pods. We
thank all of those who donated, and thank Melinda for helping us with the purchasing. We
especially thank Thrivent for once again helping us help others.

Masks
A small group of members from our congregation
have worked together to make face masks due to
the Covid-19 outbreak. Right around 325 masks
have been made thus far. Some have been donated
to the friends and family members of the mask
makers and the rest have been donated to Food for
Lane County dining room, hospitals, medical offices, and healthcare workers. We would like to thank
all of the people involved in making the masks:
Lori Nicklin, Deanna Berglund, Harriet Shultz, Kris
Jennings, Linda Henry, and Diane Palmer. We hope
we haven't overlooked anyone else. Your kind and
generous donations are much appreciated.

Worship, Education,
& Fellowship in the Time of
Physical Distancing
WORSHIP


Our worship services are pre-recorded and uploaded to YouTube on Saturday evenings. The
link to the service is available on our website and on Facebook. The link to the bulletin can
also be found on the front page of our website. We encourage you to start the recording at
9:30, but if another time works better for you, that’s OK too. If you do not have a computer
and you would like to participate, contact Andrew and he’ll get you set up to join by phone.



For people who do not have computers or who prefer not to worship online, an at-home liturgy and copy of the sermon are available by mail or in our weekly worship email that goes out
on Saturdays. Contact Melinda in the office with any questions.

EDUCATION


Each week, Pastor Rachel interviews Andrew about the Bible or Early Church History. If you
have a topic you would like us to explore, let us know and we’ll include that topic in one of our
next “Ask the Expert” videos. Links to these videos can be found on the front page or under
the MEDIA tab on our website.



We will continue having a Zoom adult forum in June . It begins at 10:45 following Zoom Fellowship time. Our forum on June 7th will be using another Rob Bell Nooma video. For the
rest of the Sundays in June we will be using the “Animate Series” from Fortress Press. We will
be exploring “faith” topics, such as God, Religion, Jesus, Salvation, and the Cross.

FELLOWSHIP


On Sunday mornings, we meet for Zoom Fellowship Time at 10:15. The link for this is sent out
in our weekly worship e-mail.



Every Wednesday, we hold 30 minute Zoom “coffee breaks” at 9:00 am and 4:00 pm. These
meetings give us a chance to catch up with fellow members in a small group format. Andrew
sends out an e-mail on Tuesday evening with links that will allow you to join a meeting.

MOVING FORWARD


The council is staying up to date on recommendations from the Oregon Synod, Lane County,
and various public health organizations in how to go forward with church life in this time. We
will keep you updated on potential changes and opportunities to gather. While we do not anticipate gathering in the church building for worship for some time yet, there may be opportunities for outdoor gatherings at some point.

Using Our
Website

Thanks to everyone who is working to take care
of our church during this time away!

Do you know what resources are available
on our website?


On the front page
there are links to the
most recent worship
service recording, bulletin, and educational
video.



You can also find a
link to our blog on the
front page.



If you go to the top of
the page where the
drop down menus are
and click on the
“MENU” tab, you’ll
see tabs that lead you
to past sermons, service videos, educational offerings, and
more.





On the top of the page
on the right, the
“DONATE” link allows you to give
online.
If you scroll down on
the front page, you’ll
find links to Breeze,
Facebook, and more.

Here is our most recent financial update. If you
have any questions, please contact our treasurer,
Dave Frosaker.
FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF April 30, 2020
2020 budgeted expenses

268,599.00

2020 actual income

89,550.43

2020 actual expenses

85,114.96

Difference between income and expenses

+4,435.47

Remember in Prayer
Nola Baird, Michael Barker (Kris Barker’s Husband), Carolyn
Bauder, Denise Blake (daughter of Billie Scott), Debbie
Bunten (Kalstads’ daughter-in-law’s mother), Donna Burlingame, David Crane (nephew of Carolyn Bauder & Judy Koppermann), Mitchel Card (Nola Baird’s grandson), Pauline
(family friend of Marge Churchill), Willard Grabofsky, Bill
Jones, Zair Khademian (uncle of Noah Kerr), Rachel Langford, Lorinne McKeeman (Marilyn Kalstad’s sister), James
Petersen (son of Ruth Nyegaard), David Peterson (nephew of
Elaine Herbison), Judy Ramstead, Jeanette Rydbrink, David
Schmitz (son of Larry & Donna), Kelly Smith, Lisa Teigland
(family friend of Mitzi Shirk), Bruce Vogel (friend of the
Stricklands).

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
DIANE PALMER — JUNE 1
DEANNA BERGLUND — JUNE 2
BRUCE BROWN — JUNE 6
MIKE ADCOCK — JUNE 7

Homebound: Marge Churchill

SAMANTHA KERR — JUNE 9

In Death: Family and Friends of Linda Jacobson, Family and
Friends of Lynn, Monica Prime’s father in law.

DAVE ARTS — JUNE 10
MERRY BURBANK — JUNE 11
DONAVAN CARLSON — JUNE 12
ISABELLE SMITH — JUNE 18
JANELL SCHOELLHORN—JUNE 23
MIKE BARKER — JUNE 24
MICAH O’ROURKE — JUNE 26
TRAVIS O’ROURKE — JUNE 26

That on February 2, 1959, ten city
lots (two and one-half acres) were
purchased from the city of Eugene
at the corner of 18th and Polk Street
at a cost of $19,000? On this site
was built the original Emmaus
sanctuary which is now the Elgaard
Fellowship Hall. The rest of the
building was added later.

JEANNE HUBBARD — JUNE 27

MARILYN KALSTAD — JUNE 27
TOVE HALL — JUNE 27
KAREN ALAVI — JUNE 29
KAREN BURKHART — JUNE 29

EMMAUS LUTHERAN
CHURCH

Temporary Office Hours: Tuesday—Thursday 9:00 —Noon
Staff

EUGENE, OR

PASTOR: Rachel Langford

(cell)

563-940-0023

(cell)

512-736-1515

Email: pastor@emmauseugene.org
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: Andrew Langford

Email: pastoralassociate@emmauseugene.org
MUSICIAN: Dan Smith

(cell) 541-972-3117

Email: musician@emmauseugene.org
CHOIR DIRECTOR: Brent Anderson
united in response to grace,
empowered by the Holy Spirit,
serving the Lord with gladness.

(cell)

Email: brenthanderson@msn.com
OFFICE MANAGER: Melinda Garcia

( office) 541-344-1150

Email: office@emmauseugene.org
CUSTODIANS: Justin Adcock, Kris Jennings

EMMAUS LUTHERAN CHURCH
1250 West 18th Avenue
Eugene, OR 97402
541-344-1150
office@emmauseugene.org
www.emmauseugene.org

Congregation Council:
Cheryl Adcock, President
Sidsel Tompkins, Vice
President
Gerry Stolp, Secretary
Kathleen Kerr, Learning
Ministry
Peter Kugler, Service Ministry
Brent Johnson, Support
Ministry
Cathy Smith, Witness Ministry

Jane Batterson, Worship
Ministry

541-521-3098

Emmaus is a Reconciling in Christ
congregation

