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Daylight Savings  

Don’t forget to 
“spring forward” 
and  set your clocks 
ahead one hour on 
Saturday evening, 
March 7th 2020.  

March Newsletter 
 

“To die is to be human and anything human is 
mentionable. Anything mentionable is  

manageable.”  ~Fred Rogers 

 
 

This March, during Lent, we are focusing on the topic of Death & Dying 
during our Sunday Adult Forums. Death is one of the most difficult parts 
of our lives, one of the most challenging parts of being human. So why 
talk about death? Why spend time engaging something that can make us 
sad and depressed? Why not just wait and deal with death when we have 
no other choice? 
 
For starters, Lent invites us in to a time of contemplation about death. It 
begins with a stark reminder of our mortality. On Ash Wednesday, a 
cross of ashes is put on our foreheads with the words, “remember that 
you are dust and to dust you shall return,” and we speak about following 
Jesus on his journey to Jerusalem to face death on a cross. Lent puts 
death right in front of our faces. And yet, when we talk about Jesus’s 
death during Lent and experience his pain on Good Friday, it can seem 
far away from us, distant, the death of a God who will receive new life in 
a few short days. When we face our own death or the death of loved ones, 
we are promised new life with no sense of when that new life will come 
and what form it will take.  
 
One of the beautiful aspects of being part of a community of faith is that 
we have the opportunity to support one another through all the stages of 
our human journeys. We can share with one another what we’ve learned 
about life, death, and all that is in between. It is in that spirit that we en-
gage the topic of Death & Dying this month.  
 
March 1st: Death & Dying in the Bible (Andrew) 
March 8th: Attitudes Toward Death Throughout History (Rachel) 
March 15th: Hospice & End of Life Care (John Linn, Cathy Smith) 
March 22nd: Green Bur ial & Other  New Bur ial Methods (Rachel) 
March 29th: Memorial Planning Workshop  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Lenten Mid-week Schedule 

Mid-day Lenten services are held every Wednesday of March at 11:30 
am in the Sanctuary Chapel. Lenten soup suppers are every Wednesday at 
5:30 pm followed by worship at 6:30 pm.  Sign-ups for providing soup 
are on the information table in the Gathering Place.  



IMMIGRATION CONVERSATIONS 
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STEWARDSHIP THOUGHTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month the council had fun distributing special offerings. The offering given at 

the Thanksgiving service was sent to the Egan Warming Center to help fund their 

work in supporting our unhoused neighbors. The Advent midweek service offerings 

were sent to Camp Lutherwood to help fund the construction of their new  buildings. 

Finally, the Souper Bowl Sunday offering was sent to Food for Lane County to sup-

port their feeding programs.  

Table Talk Tuesdays 

It’s time for our next set of Table 

Talks! Please consider joining us the 

first two Tuesdays of March as we con-

tinue our discussions about immigra-

tion. We engaged the issue of sanctuary 

during February’s table talks and dis-

cussed the broader issue of immigration 

at February’s adult forums. This month 

we want to bring together all our dis-

cussions in order to see where God 

might be leading us to speak or act in 

relation to these issues. We will gather 

from 7:00-8:30 pm in the youth room. 

Pastor Rachel will be facilitating. 

Please contact her with further ques-

tions (pastor@emmauseugene.org).  

 Thank you to everyone who participated in 
the February Adult Forum Series on Immigra-
tion! We had between 45-50 people participate in 
each of the four sessions. We really appreciate 
you showing up and engaging one another about 
this timely issue. Thank you to Tom Dodd, who 
did an excellent job in leading us through some 
very challenging topics. And thanks also to all 
the small group leaders for helping to facilitate 
this important conversation. 
  Of course, this month of conversations was 
not the end in itself, but rather a beginning for 
further conversation and action. In the coming 
months, keep your eyes open for news about an 
Immigration Task Force and opportunities to join 
in God’s work through the Emmaus community. 
We will also keep you updated on opportunities 
to plug in to work that is already being done by 
groups in the Eugene/Springfield area.  

mailto:pastor@emmauseugene.org


“My favorite hobby is Dillon.  We visit nursing homes, the Eugene Airport, 

the hospital, my school, and Dillon’s favorite, Emmaus! We try to do at 

least one visit a week. I love to see the smiles and cheer that Dillon brings 

to others.”  

~ Pat Cook 

This month, we get to meet Dillon’s “Mom!” “Who is Dillon,” you 
ask?  The two of them are a certified therapy dog team through the 

Alliance of Therapy dogs. “Mom” is Constance Anderson, who with 
her husband Brent, came to Emmaus eight years ago. Constance is a 
transplant from the state of Washington, having been born in Aber-

deen and then raised in Olympia. Her father was the bailiff for the 
Washington State Supreme Court, and her mother was a first grade teacher. She is the youngest of three, 
having two older brothers who still reside in Washington.  

She graduated from Whitworth University in Spo-

kane, with a degree in elementary education and 

minors in English and music. This led to 25 years 

as a classroom teacher, teaching kindergarten and 

then first grade. A number of years ago, she com-

pleted specialized training in teaching students with 

dyslexia and other specific language disabilities. 

She earned her reading endorsement seven years 

ago. Four years ago, she said “I reluctantly left 

classroom teaching and became a reading special-

ist. Now I love my work as the reading specialist 

for Douglas Gardens Elementary School in Spring-

field.” 

Constance and Brent came to Eugene in 1982 so he 

could attend the U of O to earn his master’s degree 

in music history. He is Emmaus choir director as 

well as the contractor for the church bathroom ren-

ovation currently taking place.  They have been 

married for 38 years and have three children: Pam, 

a rural family practice doctor (who will soon be 

moving back to Oregon to work); Ginny, who 

works with Brent in his construction business here 

in Eugene; and John, a geotech engineer in Seattle. 

Constance enjoys playing flute with the choir, oc-

casional special musical offerings, serving as su-

pervisor at the children’s table, and greeting people 

(with Dillon) as people arrive for church.   

When asked about her hobbies, she said “Way too 
many, but all too fun to give up!”  These include 

daily exercise and weekend treks cross-country ski-
ing with her family, as well as hiking and some 
road biking, weather permitting. She also likes to 

play with sourdough, making bread, etc., and fer-
menting tea to make kombucha!  The Andersons 
have a big garden of vegetables, fruits, and flowers 

which “keeps us busy all year.” She takes private 
flute lessons and plays in two community groups: 
West winds Flute Choir, which rehearses and per-

forms regularly at Emmaus, and Riverside Cham-
ber Symphony, which is a recent addition to her 
busy schedule.   

Now back to Dillon. She first became interested in 

therapy dog work when her Mother was a patient in 

a nursing home.  She saw, firsthand, the pleasure a 

therapy animal could bring to that difficult situa-

tion.  Since then, she has wanted to do the same.  

She says, “In the future, I hope to continue to find 

new opportunities for Dillon and me.  I am espe-

cially interested in becoming a CASA team for 

children and a part of T.D. Crisis Response Team.  

With continued training, all I need is more time in 

the day!”   

Emmaus is blessed to have the Anderson family—

Constance, Brent, AND Dillon!  

 

 

MEET A MEMBER: CONSTANCE ANDERSON 
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JOIN THE CHOIR! 

 Do you sing?  

 Would you like to learn?   

 Do you want to  hang out 

with a group of people  

who have a lot of fun 

together? 

 Do you resonate with the 

motto, “Most of the 

notes, most of the time?”  

If you answered yes  to any 

of these questions—join the 

choir!  

All are welcome! 

Wednesdays at 7:15 pm in 

the sanctuary. 
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MARCH PUB THEOLOGY 

Pastor Rachel and Andrew will present on the timely theology of Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer this month. At the International Bonhoeffer Congress in South 
Africa in January, we had the opportunity to participate in conversations that 
highlighted the ongoing relevance of Bonhoeffer’s message of hope and re-
sistance. How are we to respond to our world? How is the next generation to 
go on living? What do Bonhoeffer’s works have to say about our current 
ecological crisis, the challenge of living in our digital era, or how we should 
engage the political process? What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus in 
the 21st century? Join us as we probe these questions and more as we reflect 
upon the legacy of this great German theologian and pastor. We will meet 
Thursday, March 26th at 7 p.m. Location TBA. Please contact Andrew 
(pastoralassociate@emmauseugene.org) or Noah Kerr (npkerr@gmail.com) 
if you have any questions. 

BUNCO 

The north hall Bathroom Renovation is moving right along. We had a mi-
nor setback and are now expecting completion by mid March. Brent Ander-
son’s crew finished plumbing and electrical installs, passed all city inspec-
tions, cut in new door, framed new walls, installed new insulation in walls 
and ceilings, and ordered doors, frames, flooring, trim and wall hand dry-
ers. Drywall has started and will take until March 3 to complete, at which 
point we will need some help with painting the bathrooms. This will proba-
bly happen March 4th-6th. Interested in helping? Contact Brent Johnson. 
The south restrooms (next to the nursery) continue to be available for use. 

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS & PAINTING HELP 

Join the fun for our annual St. Patrick's 
Day Bunco Bash!  This inter-generational 
event takes place on Thursday, March 
12. We begin at 5:30 pm with a potluck 
so please bring your favorite green 
food. The fun will continue until all the 
fabulous prizes are distributed! 

Mark Your Calendars! Vacation Bible 
School is back and filled with Superheros 
from the Bible. It is again a joint effort 
between Central, Emmaus, Our Redeemer, 
and United churches. Camp will be held at 
Central Lutheran on July 13th-17th 9am-
3pm Monday –Thursday, and 9am-noon 
on Friday. This is an all ages activity with 
classes for 3 years to 5th grade and volunteer opportunities for all middle 
and high school youth.  Please fill out a registration form (found in your 
church office).  We also need volunteers so please speak with your pastor or 
call Crystal Miller at 503-320-4055 if you would like to volunteer.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 



SMALL GROUP SCHEDULE 

YOUTH CORNER 

 

Service Event 

All middle and high 

school youth are invit-

ed to come together 

with Eugene’s Friends 

of Trees on March 7th. 

We will meet at 

8:45am and help to 

plant new trees in 

South Eugene neigh-

borhoods. Please let 

Crystal know, 503-320

-4055, if your youth 

will be joining us so 

that she can RSVP to 

Friends of Trees.  

 

 

DONATE YOUR CANS 

Bring in your cans and 

bottles to donate to the 

Emmaus Youth Program! 

There is a wooden recep-

tacle along the back wall 

of the kitchen. Simply 

bring your cans and bot-

tles and we’ll do the rest. 

Please talk with Delbert 

if you have any ques-

tions. 
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Come and meet new friends and get reacquainted with old ones! There 
is something for everyone. 
 

 Elva’s Raiders: W ednesda y s a t 8:30 a m .  

 

 Bible Study: W ednesda y s a t 10:00 a m  in the Libra ry .  

 Emmaus Choir: W ednesda y s a t 7:15 pm in the sa nctua ry .  

 High School Youth Group: 2nd W ednesda y  @ United Lu-

theran Church at 6:00 pm. Also every 4th Tuesday @ Central Lu-

theran Church at 6:00 pm.  

 Table talks:  First and Second Tuesday of the m onth at 

7:00pm in the youth room. 

 Naomi Circle: Second Thursday of the m onth at 9:30 am  

in the library. 

 Crafters: First a nd Thir d Thursda y  of the month a t 9:30 

am in the Library. 

 Mary Circle: Second Thursday of the m onth at 5:30 pm .  

 Men’s Breakfast Bible Study: First Sa tu rda y  of the 

month at 8:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. 

 2345: Saturday March 14th at 7 pm @ the home of Noah and  

Kathleen Kerr.  

 Pub Theology: Thursday, Feb. 27th @ 7pm  at the hom e of 

Jim and Linda Henry. 

 Ever young seniors: 4th Friday of the m onth @ 11:45 in  

the Fellowship Hall.  

 

Questions? Contact Melinda (office@emmauseugene.org). 



HOLY WEEK PREVIEW APRIL 5TH –12TH 

~Palm Sunday worship at 9:30 am.  

~ Maundy Thursday worship at 7:00 pm. 

~Good Friday worship at 7:00 pm. 

~ Sunrise worship at 6:15 am at Rest-Haven Memorial Gar-

dens, 39th &  Willamette Street.  

~Easter worship at 8:30 and 11:00 am.    

~Plan to celebrate the joy of Easter with your Emmaus family 

at our annual Easter Brunch.  The potluck brunch will be 

shared between services.  Later this month, sign up to bring an 

egg dish, fruit, a breakfast pastry or bread on the sign-up 

sheets at the information table in the Gathering Place. 

     MARCH 

    BIRTHDAYS 

 

Susan Harlow— Mar 2 

Willard Grabofsky— Mar 2 

Alycia Thatcher— Mar 3 

Kris Barker— Mar 5 

Heidi Smothers— Mar 9  

Steve Carlson— Mar 10 

Kathryn Toepel— Mar 10  

Joan Golbek— Mar 13 

John Trunnell— Mar 15 

Marlene Duvall— Mar 16 

Dave Paulson— Mar 20 

Darian Wilde— Mar 21 

Jasmine Burbank— Mar 

23  

Pat Arts— Mar 24 

Claire Marcus— Mar 24 

Simon O’Rourke— Mar 24 

Delbert Schlueter— Mar 27 

Brent Anderson— Mar 31 

Joe Cavanagh— Mar 31 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF JANUARY 31, 2020 

2020 budgeted expenses 268,599.00 

2020 actual income 15,994.70 

2020 actual expenses -21,034.23 

Difference between actual 2020 income and actual expenses -5,039.53 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 
Nola Baird, Michael Barker (Kris Barker’s Husband), Carolyn 
Bauder, Denise Blake (daughter of Billie Scott), Dean Burkhart, 
Donna Burlingame, Laura (Marge Churchill’s Niece), David 
Crane (nephew of Carolyn Bauder & Judy Koppermann), Mitch-
el Card (Nola Baird’s grandson), Willard Grabofsky, David 
(brother of Jeanne Hubbard), Bill Jones, the Moore family, 
James Petersen (son of Ruth Nyegaard), David and Helen Peter-
son (nephew and sister of Elaine Herbison), Judy Ramstead, 
Jeanette Rydbrink, David Schmitz (son of Larry & Donna), Kelly 
Smith, Anna (Kristi Wilde's cousin). 
 
Homebound: Marge Churchill and Linda Jacobson. 
 
 In Death: The family of Sharon Strahm 



MARCH WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Date Lector Communion  

Assistants 

Acolyte Ushers Greeters 

March 1 Merry Burbank 1. Marilyn Deaton 

 

Steve Palmer 1.Herb Koppermann 

2.Delbert Schlueter 

1.Lester Pohll 

2.  

March 8 Lori Kugler 1. Jackie Barbour 

 

Peter Kugler 1. Steve Palmer 

2. Diane Palmer 

1.Lester Pohll 

2. 

March 

15 

Gerry Stolp 

 

1. Heidi Stolp 

 

Dave Frosaker 1. Eric Carlson 

2. Jay Knight 

1.Lester Pohll 

2. 

March 

22 

Ted Anderson 1. Larry Schmitz 

 

Loran Burbank 1.Dave Frosaker 

2.Deena Frosaker 

1.Lester Pohll 

2. Ted Anderson 

March 

29 

Brent Johnson 1. Judy Koppermann  

 

Peter Kugler 1.Herb Koppermann 

2. Elva Duvall 

1.Lester Pohll 

2. 

Date Coffee Fellowship Flowers Children’s Table 

March 1 1. The Kerr Family   

2. The Langford Family 

Bill Jones Peter Kugler 

March 8 1. Katie Craven 

2.  

Merry Burbank Kathleen Kerr 

March 15 1. Linda Henry 

2.Billie Scott-Totress 

3. Cheryl Adcock 

 Maya/Kim Scott 

March 22 1. Nola Baird 

2. Lori Nicklin 

3. Valerie Sacks 

 Constance & Dillon  

March 29 1.Jane Batterson  

2. 

 

 Kathleen Kerr 



EMMAUS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

EUGENE, OR 

united in response to grace, 

empowered by the Holy 

Spirit, 

serving the Lord with  glad-

ness. 

Congregation Council: 

Cheryl Adcock, President 

Sidsel Tompkins, Vice 

President 

Gerry Stolp, Secretary 

Kathleen Kerr, Learning 

Ministry 

Peter Kugler, Service Ministry 

Brent Johnson, Support 

Ministry 

Cathy Smith, Witness Ministry 

Jane Batterson, Worship 

Ministry 

EMMAUS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1250 West 18th Avenue 

Eugene, OR 97402 

541-344-1150 

office@emmauseugene.org 

www.emmauseugene.org 

Office Hours: Tuesday—Friday 9:00 am—12:00 pm 

Staff 

 

PASTOR:  Rachel Langford                   (cell)    563-940-0023 

 Email: pastor@emmauseugene.org 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: Andrew Langford                  (cell)    512-736-1515 

 Email:  pastoralassociate@emmauseugene.org 

MUSICIAN:  Dan Smith         (cell)   541-972-3117 

 Email: musician@emmauseugene.org  

CHOIR DIRECTOR:  Brent Anderson      (cell)    541-521-3098 

 Email: brenthanderson@msn.com 

OFFICE MANAGER: Melinda Garcia                              ( office) 541-344-1150 

 Email: office@emmauseugene.org 

CUSTODIANS: Justin Adcock, Kris Jennings 

 

Emmaus is a Reconciling in Christ 

congregation 


