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The time is upon us. Are you ready? Do you sense the excitement in the air? 
A new program year is about to begin. This year, we are focusing on the 
theme “Open Our Minds.” As with last year’s theme, “Open Our Hearts,” the 
goal of selecting a theme is to help us orient ourselves as a community to the 
purposes of God in our lives. In opening our minds, we follow the biblical 
commandment, first appearing in Deuteronomy 6:5 and then affirmed by Je-
sus (cf. Mark 12:29) as the greatest commandment, to “love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all 
your mind.” In light of this command, what does it mean to open our minds to 
God, to the Word, to the world, and to our community? 
 
Jesus provides us with a model for how we might go about opening our minds 
to God and to one another. Jesus had an uncanny way of staying connected to 
tradition while also reinvigorating it, interpreting it anew for the moment at 
hand. He knew the Scriptures by heart and by head, and he urged followers to 
follow him in his bold, life-affirming interpretation of Scripture. In the Gospel 
of Matthew 13:52, we see Jesus say the following: “Every scholar discipled in 
the kingdom of the heavens is similar to a master of a household who draws 
out of his vault riches new and old.” Learning from those who have come be-
fore us and leaning into the present moment’s newness is what Jesus calls 
kingdom living.  
 
The scriptures and traditions of our faith— a vast wealth of knowledge and 
insight passed on by generations of Christians—are a place to begin in work-
ing to open our minds.  Throughout this year, we will look to some of the 
great thinkers from Christian history to help us explore what it means for us to 
love God with our minds and to open our minds to the full panoply of God’s 
ways.  
 
While ultimately we are each individually responsible for discerning how God 
would have us open our minds in the here and now, we are fortunate to have 
one another as conversation partners in what that might look like.  One of the 
gifts of Christian community is that we are in relationship with others who do 
not think exactly like us, but who share the same core values and convictions. 
It is a gift we give one another to engage big and sometimes difficult ques-
tions together, inviting one another to see things in new ways. 
 
All of this is not to be confused with an intellectualist approach to faith. We 
are not eschewing our earlier emphasis of “opening our hearts” for a more 
heady, rationalistic mode of faith. Rather, by opening our minds, we seek to 
awaken to a fuller spectrum of possibilities in the world. By opening our 
minds, we ask God for insight and clarity as we work together to embody the 
radical love of our Lord. By opening our minds, we posture ourselves as seek-
ers of epiphany, supplicants before the Creator of all knowledge, petitioning 
God to grant us minds to comprehend the creative move of the Spirit in our 
midst.  
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 We’re trying something 

new! You may notice 

that the newsletter looks 

a little different this 

month. We appreciate 

your patience as we ex-

periment with a new 

format.  



“You’ve helped me learn more about the congregation and deepened my  
understanding of my role as the worship music leader here at Emmaus.”  

September marks my one-year anniversary as your musician. 
When I became the musician at Emmaus, I promised to you that I 
would do my best to lead the church in song. I see my role as 
supporting and leading worship—I am not in church to perform, 
but to lead. By accompanying me through this hymn exploration, 
you’ve helped me learn more about the congregation and deep-
ened my understanding of my role as the worship music leader 
here at Emmaus. What started out as a way to try new hymns ac-
tually ended (in my opinion) as two or more gathered around the 
liturgy and song of the church—building community with one 
another. Did you feel that was happening? I didn’t realize until it 
was almost over—but two visiting pastors over the summer com-
mented to me that they loved this idea, and wanted to explore 
how they could do it, too! 

I look forward to the start of our program year, and our worship 
music planning will certainly include some of the hymns we sang 
together this summer. We will be intentional about including 
them during the appropriate Sundays. I look forward to hearing 
your voices in song (as John Wesley put it) “… with a good cour-
age. Beware of singing as if you were half-dead, or half-asleep; 
but lift up your voice with strength…” By doing so, you will 
warm this musician’s heart. 

Peace, 

Dan 

SUMMER HYMN SING RECAP 

Dear Friends, 

Over the summer months, many 
of you joined me to sing some 
of the hymns we might not 
know! Did you know over the 7 
weeks we met that we explored 
over 90 different hymns? Hope-
fully, those who were able to 
attend these sessions found them 
to be both educational and en-
joyable. I know that I enjoyed 
learning alongside you. I learned 
from you that you are open to 
exploring variety—as we sang 
hymns from different traditions 

that originated in a variety of 
languages. I learned that you are 
passionate about what you 
like—and don’t like! (For those 
of you not in attendance, we 
took an informal poll after each 
hymn and participants offered 
thumbs-up, thumbs-down, or 
“maybe.” I learned that you wel-
come a good laugh (as we read 
Garrison Keillor’s ‘The Stoning 
of the Organist’) and you also 
appreciated a history lesson (as 
we read John Wesley’s 
‘Directions for Singing’). 

JOIN THE CHOIR! 

 Do you sing?  

 Would you like to learn?   

 Do you want to  hang 

out with a group of peo-

ple  who have a lot of 

fun together? 

 Do you resonate with 

the motto, “Most of the 

notes, most of the 

time?”  

If you answered yes  to any 

of these questions—join the 

choir! All are welcome! 

Wednesdays at 7:15 pm in 

the sanctuary. 

Practice begins on September 

11th, with the first offering 

in worship on September 

15th. 
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY 

Gathering under the theme "We are church," voting members of the 2019 
Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) made a number of key decisions to further the mission and min-
istry of this church. The assembly, the chief legislative authority of the 
church, met Aug. 5-10 at the Wisconsin Center in Milwaukee. 

More than 900 voting members: 

 Reelected on the first ballot the Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton to a six-year 

term as ELCA presiding bishop. 

 Approved the social statement "Faith, Sexism and Justice: A Call to 

Action" and its implementing resolutions.  

 Adopted a memorial that affirms the ELCA's long-standing commit-

ment to migrants and refugees and declares the ELCA a sanctuary 

church body.  

 Adopted a memorial that calls for the development of a social state-

ment and social message on the relationship of church and state.  

 Adopted 26 other memorials, ranging from gun violence to engage-

ment in the Holy Land and gender identity to seminary tuition.   

 Approved the triennium budget for 2020-2022, which includes a fund 

spending authorization of $68,378,325 for 2020, a current fund in-

come proposal of $68,442,034 for 2021 and $68,507,018 for 2022; 

and an ELCA World Hunger spending authorization of $21.5 million 

2020, and an income proposal of $21.5 million from 2021-2022.  

 Adopted a resolution to condemn white supremacy, calling all ELCA 

congregations to engage in a "study of the structures and rhetoric that 

empower and fuel racism and white supremacy and to take to heart 

the teaching of Scriptures, so we may all be better equipped to speak 

boldly about the equal dignity of all persons in the eyes of God."  

GREETINGS FROM  

BISHOP LAURIE OF THE 
OREGON SYNOD 
 

Perfect love casts out all 

fear. ~1 John 4 

 

I am honored to be stepping 

into this role, honored to be 

walking with you into God’s 

future. Here in Oregon, we 

have some of the most inno-

vative, relational and faithful 

lay leaders, pastors, deacons, 

and congregations in the 

ELCA. I am passionate about 

supporting you as together we 

seek to love courageously, 

live authentically and reflect 

prophetically the liberating, 

living Word. The work ahead 

calls us to be collaborative 

and creative. The work ahead 

calls us to be bold and out-

ward-focused. The work 

ahead calls us to truly believe 

that love of God and love of 

neighbor is at the center of 

what it means to be followers 

of Christ. Martin and Katie 

Luther trusted that God’s 

revelation comes often pre-

cisely where we least expect 

it – the forgotten, vulnerable 

corners of our souls and of 

our world. Let us be brave in 

the work of love, going to the 

corners that make us feel 

most uncomfortable, trusting 

that perfect love (in Greek, 

that translates to “full, mature 

and grounded love”) casts out 

all fear.  

Deacon Sue Rothmeyer, new Secretary of the ELCA, and 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 
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EMMAUS   

BAZAAR 
 

Emmaus Holiday Bazaar 

will be held Saturday, 

November 2, 2019. It's 

never too early to start 

craft projects to sell at the 

event and to start plan-

ning what incredible 

baked goods will be 

whipped up by the won-

derful Emmaus bakers.  

 

We encourage everyone 

to feel a part of the effort 

and think about how your 

hobbies can translate into 

items suitable for the ba-

zaar sales tables. The 

money raised is used for 

activities related to our 

church, local charities 

and global missions. 

More details will be pre-

sented in the next few 

months. 

 

Crafters meet at 9:30 am 

in the library on the 1st 

and 3rd Thursdays of the 

month to help make 

crafts for the Bazaar. Join 

us for some time of crea-

tivity and conversation! 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

The quilters would be very happy to receive any gently used flat sheets 

of any size that you no longer need.  They are used for backs and some-

times tops of quilts for the Eugene Mission, Lutheran World Relief and 

other local shelters. 

It is always a good time to knit or 

crochet an expression of our love 

and faith. Prayer shawls can be 

given to anyone we know who 

could use one. They don't need to 

be a member of the congregation. 

The cupboard is above the mail-

boxes and contains directions and 

a clipboard to record our giving. 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 

FLAT SHEETS NEEDED 
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Join us for our 6th annual Harvest Festival, Sunday, Sep-

tember 29—2:30—5:30 pm and celebration of 60 

years of ministry at Camp Lutherwood Oregon. Look for-

ward to an afternoon of silent and live auctions, music by Faroe Rum, cater-

ing by Vinnie’s Smokin’ BBQ, farmers market, wine, beer, cider tastings and 

more! This event supports the ongoing programs and mission of Camp Lu-

therwood Oregon! Tickets on sale now. $50 per person, $360 for a table of 8. 

Buy your tickets before they are all gone! The Harvest Festival is an event 

reserved for adults only to enjoy camp! 

CAMP LUTHERWOOD HARVEST FESTIVAL 

Back to school sales start this month.  As you are shopping, pick up 

school supplies for Lutheran World Relief School Kits.  At this time 

most needed are blue or black pens and pencil sharpeners.  Please only 

purchase items on this list. 
 

Items needed for each kit are: 

Four 70 sheet notebooks 

A ruler with centimeters and inches  

A pencil sharpener  

A pair of blunt point scissors  

5 - unsharpened pencils  

5 - blue or black pens 

A box of 16 or 24 crayons  

One eraser, 2 1/2 inches  

https://www.auctria.com/ev?site=17fa627f-a2c5-4cc5-aad0-a9c95acebe33


“Nanci would be happy to help you find just the right place to share 

your gifts.” 

    ~Pat Cook 

    When Nanci Strickland was asked by this writer for permission to write 

about her, she agreed but at the same time described her life as “boring.”  As 

her story unfolds, full, interesting, and well-lived seem better descriptions, 

but I’ll leave it to you, the reader, to decide. 

     Nanci is a true Oregonian, born and raised in Cottage Grove, where her 

parents were also raised.  Some of you may have met her mother, Irene, who 

has worshiped with her at Emmaus on numerous occasions.  While her fa-

ther owned an independent insurance agency, Irene worked hard at home to 

raise her, an older brother, and younger twin sisters.  Her sister, Jana Bau-

der, is also a member of Emmaus.  After graduating from Cottage Grove 

High School, Nanci attended Oregon State University, where she earned her 

BA in Education.  Nanci and husband Larry married in 1979, and their fami-

ly includes Larry’s son, Lonny and his family, and their son, Reed, who lives 

in Bend, and daughter Kara, who lives in Eugene.   

    After she and Larry married, they 

moved to Eugene and lived her for 13 

years before returning to Cottage 

Grove to be closer to their families.   

Nanci’s teaching career began in 

Medford with 6th graders, before she 

was hired to teach at Bohemia Ele-

mentary in Cottage Grove as a Title I 

math and reading teacher. She taught 

primary students (grades 1-3) for 

most of her career.  Nanci says, “By 

the end of my career, I had the privi-

lege of teaching children of former 

students.”  After 37 years, she retired, 

and she continues to substitute and 

volunteer.  “I was blessed to work 

with many wonderful people who 

continue to be life-long friends,” she 

says. 

    One of Nanci’s passions is chil-

dren’s literacy, and she has been in-

volved in both local and state-level 

literacy associations.  She loves to 

travel to new places and has enjoyed 

visiting Europe, including a tour of 

the UK with Linda Henry and a fami-

ly vacation to Spain this spring. 

    Nanci and Larry joined Emmaus in 

1981.  Since that time, she has served 

as Co-Chair of Vacation Bible School, 

and Sunday School leader, as well as 

on Church Council, Founder’s Fund 

Committee, and the Emmaus Foun-

dation.   She has traveled with the 

youth to a National Youth Gathering 

and served as a representative to the 

Oregon Synod Assembly.  She has 

been a member of numerous commit-

tees and Mary Circle for many years.   

    Her current activity is serving as 

Chair of this year’s Bazaar.  When 

asked what her goals are this year, 

she stated, “to be a positive presence 

in our neighborhood and community, 

to raise money for Emmaus women 

to support local and international 

projects and missions, and to have 

fun and fellowship working together.”  

Nanci would encourage and welcome 

participation of each and every mem-

ber of Emmaus in the Bazaar.  If you 

(both me and women) don’t know 

where you might fit in, speak with 

Nanci.  She would be happy to help 

you find just the right place to share 

your gifts. 

    Now, would you consider Nanci’s 

life “boring?”   

MEET A MEMBER: NANCI STRICKLAND 
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EMMAUS  

MOTORCYCLE CLUB 

 

Lovely weather facilitated a 

delightful ride on August 17 

for Dave Arts, Brent John-

son, and Andrew Langford. 

Departing from the Emmaus 

parking lot, we made good 

time to Mary's Peak, enjoyed 

rest and refreshments, and 

then returned through Alsea. 

Join us for our next ride on 

September 7, 2019, depart-

ing the Emmaus parking lot 

at 1pm, weather permitting. 

To learn more, contact An-

drew (pastoralassociate 

@emmauseugene.org).  

Calling all Seniors! Join us for our first potluck lunch of the year on 

Friday, September 27th at 11:45 in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a dish to 

share and a willingness to have fun! 

PUB THEOLOGY 

EVER YOUNG SENIORS 
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If you have ever thought to yourself on a giv-
en Saturday morning, “I sure wish I could eat 
a scrumptious breakfast and learn about the 
curious, marvelous diversity of the depictions 
of Jesus in the gospels, in the company of a 
cadre of gentlemen,” then do come and join us on the first Saturday of 
the month at 8:30am for Men’s Breakfast Bible Study. This year, we’ll 
be exploring and examining the gospels—not only what ethical princi-
ples they teach, but what visions of Jesus they present, and why that 
matters for our lives of faith.  

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY 

Wait, what? Pub Theology? Yes, that’s right. Whiskey & Theology is 

branching out. This year, we are changing our name and our location. 

While W&T was always in keeping with the spirit of the broader pub theol-

ogy movement that has given churches across the country an opportunity to 

explore theological topics in public spaces, we are continuing our grand 

intellectual and spiritual experiment by meeting in a pub environment this 

year. Our first meeting will be on Thursday, September 26th, 7:00–8:30pm. 

Andrew will kick off the year with a presentation entitled “Patriarchy and 

Paradigms of Progress: The Question of Women in Ministry,” followed by 

lively discussion. Stay tuned for info on our first pub location. Please con-

tact Andrew Langford (pastoralassociate @emmauseugene.org) or Noah 

Kerr (npkerr@gmail.com) for more information.  

PROGRAM YEAR KICK-OFF & ADULT FORUMS 

This year, our Adult Forum series will explore the church’s new theme 
— “Open Our Minds.” Following our ministry kickoff on Sunday, Sep-
tember 15, we’ll begin our series this year on September 22nd by fo-
cusing on Jesus and the life of the mind. How did Jesus challenge his 
earliest hearers? How did he expand their visions of the world? How 
did he inspire them to live lives of faithfulness, courage, and passion? 
Come join us for lively discussions. 

 

SPECIAL CONCERT 

The United States Marine Band (The President's Own) will be presenting a concert at 

South Eugene High School on Tuesday, October 8 at 7:30 p.m. Although tickets are 

free, one is needed to ensure a seat. Tickets will be available about a month before the 

concert and can be obtained by visiting the band's website: 

www.marineband.marines.mil. Emmaus has a personal connection with the band. Da-

vid Constantine, timpanist, married Elizabeth Brown at Emmaus fifteen years ago. 

Elizabeth attended Emmaus from second grade through college. She served as the chil-

dren's choir director for the last two of her high school years. She also regularly pro-

vided the flute accompaniment for Holden Evening Prayer services.  

mailto:pastoralassociate@emmauseugene.org
mailto:pastoralassociate@emmauseugene.org
mailto:npkerr@gmail.com
http://www.marineband.marines.mil


SMALL GROUP SCHEDULE 

YOUTH  & 
FAMILY 

MINISTRY  
NOTES 

 

 Sunday School begins 

again on September 15th. 

We are always looking for 

people to help with Sun-

day School. Please see 

Pastor Rachel or Kathleen 

Kerr if you are interested.  

 Confirmation will begin 

in October. We are using 

a mentoring model this 

year, focusing on relation-

ship building and faith 

formation. 

 High school youth group 

begins again on Septem-

ber 11th. We are continu-

ing our partnership with 

United and Central Lu-

theran Churches. 

 All high school students 

are invited to go on a mis-

sion trip to Mexico to 

build houses next sum-

mer. This trip will be led 

by Crystal Miller, the 

youth minster at United. 

More information coming 

soon! 

 There are several events 

for young families 

planned for the year, also 

in partnership with United 

and Central. We will keep 

you updated! 
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Come and meet new friends and get reacquainted with old ones! 

There is something for everyone. 

 Emmaus Quilters: Tuesda y s a t 9:00 a m  in the Fel-

lowship Hall 

 Elva’s Raiders: W ednesda y s a t 8:30 a m  

 Bible Study: W ednesda y s a t 10:00 a m  in the Fel-

lowship Hall 

 Emmaus Choir: W ednesda y  a t 7:15 pm in the sa nc-

tuary 

 High School Youth Group: 2nd & 4th W ednesda y s 

@ United Lutheran Church, 6:00-7:15 pm 

 Naomi Circle: Second Thursday of the m onth at 

9:30 am in the library 

 Mary Circle: Second Thursday of the m onth at 5:30 

pm 

 Emmaus Crafters: First & Third Thursda y  of the 

month at 9:30 am in the library 

 Men’s Breakfast Bible Study: First Sa tu rda y  of the 

month at 8:30 am in the Fellowship Hall 

 2345: First Saturday of the month at 7 pm. Our first gather-

ing will be October 5th 

 Motorcycle Ride:  Sa tu rda y , September  7th  

Questions? Contact Pastor Rachel (pastor@emmauseugene.org) 



JJF: CONTINUING DOWN THE ROAD 

We have been making a lot of progress 

with our building projects! We have a 

hearing loop installed in our sanctuary 

and fellowship hall, a new (30 year) 

roof, and plans for new bathrooms. 

Thanks to Brent Johnson for spearheading these important projects 

that keep our building sustainable and help us welcome people into 

it.  Thank you also to all who have contributed financially to make 

these projects possible. If you would like information on contributing 

or making a pledge for ongoing support, please contact Mike Barnes. 

       SEPTEMBER  

       BIRTHDAYS 

 

Nathan Palmer—9/1 

Alissa Kugler-Snarr—

9/7 

**Helen Cook—9/11 

*Carolyn Bauder—9/13 

Annie Carlson—9/15 

Sean Chesboro—9/19 

Sandra Arsenault—9/21 

Carrie Chesboro—9/22 

Austen Chesboro—9/26 

Kendra Gaiter—9/28 

 

*80 and over 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF JULY 31, 2019 

2019 budgeted expenses 262,604.00 

2019 actual income 152,186.02 

2019 actual expenses -142,470.81 

Difference between actual 2019 income and actual expenses 9,715.21 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

Geoff Arsenault, Lucas (son of Kris Barker), Mike Barnes, Carolyn 
Bauder, Helen Berg, David Crane (nephew of Carolyn Bauder & Judy 
Kopperman), Mitchel Card (Nola Baird’s grandson),  Jerry Gilbert 
(Suzanne Cavanagh’s father), Georg Jaschek, Bill Jones, Wanda Larson, 
Myra (Lori Nicklin's sister), James Petersen (son of Ruth Nyegaard), 
David and Helen Peterson (nephew and sister of Elaine Herbison), Da-
vid Schmitz (son of Larry & Donna), Anna (Kristi Wilde's cousin). 

 

Homebound: Marge Churchill, Linda Jacobson, LaVonna 

Nordstrom 



Date Lector Communion 

Assistants 

Acolyte Ushers Greeters 

September 8 

God’s Work, 

Our Hands 

Heather McBride Larry Schmitz 

Judy Koppermann 

Jackie Barbour 

Justin Adcock Herb Koppermann 

Cheryl Adcock 

Lester Pohll 

 

September 15 

Homecoming 

Sunday 

Jackie Barbour Merry Burbank 

Deanna Berglund 

Peter Kugler 

Isabelle Smith Jay Knight 

Ken Rydbrink 

Lester Pohll 

 

September 22 Kathleen Kerr Gerry Stolp 

Heidi Stolp 

Cathy Smith 

Volunteer 

Needed 

Steve Palmer 

Diane Palmer 

Lester Pohll 

 

September 29 Ted Anderson Merry Burbank 

Brent Johnson 

Lori Kugler 

Sarah Palmer Herb Koppermann 

Peter Kugler 

Lester Pohll 

Date Coffee Fellowship Flowers Children’s Table 

September 8 

God’s Work, 

Our Hands 

God’s Work, Our Hands  

Breakfast 

Volunteer needed Bella McBride 

September 15 

Homecoming 

Sunday 

Valerie Sacks 

Harriet Shultz 

Volunteers need-

ed 

Nanci Strickland 

September 22 Ann McBride 

Kim Scott 

Volunteer needed Bella McBride 

September 29 Judy Koppermann 

Jeanne Hubbard 

Volunteers need Joanna Palmer 

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 



EMMAUS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

EUGENE, OR 

united in response to grace, 

empowered by the Holy 

Spirit, 

serving the Lord with  glad-

ness. 

Congregation Council: 

Cheryl Adcock, President 

Sidsel Tompkins, Vice 

President 

Gerry Stolp, Secretary 

Kathleen Kerr, Learning 

Ministry 

Peter Kugler, Service Ministry 

Brent Johnson, Support 

Ministry 

Cathy Smith, Witness Ministry 

Jane Batterson, Worship 

Ministry 

EMMAUS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1250 West 18th Avenue 

Eugene, OR 97402 

541-344-1150 

office@emmauseugene.org 

www.emmauseugene.org 

Office Hours: Tuesday—Friday 9:00 am—12:00 pm 

 

Staff 

 

Pastor:  Rachel Langford                  (cell)    563-940-0023 

 Email: pastor@emmauseugene.org 

Pastoral Associate: Andrew Langford                              (cell)    512-736-1515 

 Email:  pastoralassociate@emmauseugene.org 

Musician:  Dan Smith         (cell)   541-972-3117 

 Email: musician@emmauseugene.org  

Choir Director:  Brent Anderson      (cell)    541-521-3098 

 Email: brenthanderson@msn.com 

Custodians: Eric Carlson, Kris Jennings, Donovan Carlson 

    

Emmaus is a Reconciling in Christ 

congregation 


