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 Last month, the Congregation Council voted to support the 
Spreading Kindness Campaign, a Eugene and Springfield initiative 
that has taken cues from a larger, national movement that seeks to in-
spire and motivate acts of kindness in our local community. While 
“spreading kindness” could seem at first like an amorphous idea with 
little substance to it (what kind of power does a smile or kind deed re-
ally have?), this is one of those concepts that is so fundamental to the 
Christian approach to the world that it can be easy to overlook.  
 
 We all know that we’re supposed to live out our faith in re-
sponse to God’s faithfulness toward us, but if we look to Scripture, we 
see that “kindness” is in fact central to our understanding of who God 
is, what God does in the world, and how we are to imitate God. Kind-
ness is listed as part of the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22). Colos-
sians 3:12 urges us to “clothe” ourselves with “kindness.” What is per-
haps even more inspiring is the fact that God’s work of reconciliation 
is itself described in the language of kindness. Romans 2:4 notes that 
God’s kindness leads us to repentance. Ephesians 2:7 characterizes the 
salvific work of Christ with the language of “God’s kindness toward 
us.” Titus 3:4 can even use the language of kindness as a shorthand for 
the manifestation of Christ on earth!  
 
 In other words, “spreading kindness” is not simply a positive, 
“nice” thing to do to be in solidarity with a worthy community effort to 
combat negativity and tribalism; spreading kindness is at the very 
heart of our theology as Christ followers. Whether we choose to articu-
late that kindness in the language of the gospel or whether we trans-
late it into acts of service, selflessness, and solidarity with others, 
“spreading kindness” is what we are really all about. Joining in the Eu-
gene-Springfield Spreading Kindness Campaign is not only a wonder-
ful opportunity to collaborate with our neighbors, but also a faithful 
response to the kindness of God shown to us in the very person of Je-
sus. Joining the campaign is just one more way in which we can orient 
our lives of faith in such a way that we welcome God to Open Our 
Minds. Through kindness initiatives, we confess our faith in God’s 
kindness toward all humanity, and we choose to reflect the kindness of 
God to the world.  
 
 For more information about the specifics of the campaign and 
the innumerable opportunities to get involved, take some time to look 
at the website: www.spreadingkindnesscampaign.org. 
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 We’re trying something 

new! You may notice 

that the newsletter looks 

a little different again 

this month. We appreci-

ate your patience as we 

experiment with this 

new format.  



MEET THE NEW OREGON SYNOD STAFF 

Come to the Eugene night of the Oregon Synod Whirlwind Tour to meet our new bishop, Bishop Laurie, 
and other new Oregon Synod staff on Wednesday, October  9 at 6:30–8:30 pm. This meet and greet for 
the Emerald Cluster will be held at Emmaus in the Fellowship Hall. What is the purpose of the tour, you 
ask? 

 A chance for lay people, deacons, young adults, elders, pastors, and all others to come together 
around food and friendship, and to begin to discern God’s future for us.  

 A chance to reflect, sing and pray together, listening deeply for the movement of the Spirit in our 
church. And outside our church. 

 A chance to hear more about their vision and horizon for ministry. 

 A chance for them to hear more about YOUR vision and horizon for ministry. 

 A chance to laugh, listen, and share together, as equals. 

 A chance to encounter the new faces in the office of the Oregon Synod; newly elected bishop, Bish-
op Laurie Larson Caesar; newly elected Vice-President, Greg Shea; and recently appointed Bish-
op’s Associates Juan Carlos La Puente and Pastor Melissa Reed. 
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Bishop Laurie Larson Caesar was born and raised in the small logging town of Libby, Montana. Her fam-
ily’s church, Christ Lutheran, was founded early in the last century by Norwegian immigrants, including her 
great-grandparents Anna and Carl Larson.  
  

During her studies at Stanford University Laurie’s campus pastor suggested a 
mission trip to El Salvador to help the university students there rebuild their 
school after a recent earthquake, and to meet refugees and mothers of the dis-
appeared dealing with the horrors of the ongoing civil war. There, Laurie saw 
her faith tipped upside down;  biblical words like hope, community, peace, 
justice, sanctuary, orphan, widow, love and liberation became real, three di-
mensional and full of color, texture, life. God picked her up and kissed her, in 
other words, and sent her into a beloved world to reflect that kind of liberating 
love and wild, shimmering passion. 
  

Bishop Laurie’s ministry has been shaped by the engaged theological imagination of the Lutherans and Catholics 
at Spirit of Grace, Beaverton. Their modeling of the shared life of faith has taught her how to weave her spiritual 
life with authenticity, humility, integrity, collegiality, humor, courage and grace. Now that she stands on the 
threshold of the office of bishop in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, she is thrilled to begin new col-
laborations with a wider community of wise and passionate leaders in the Oregon Synod and beyond.  

http://www.motaspirit.org/
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MEET THE NEW OREGON SYNOD STAFF 

Juan Carlos La Puente Tapia: Bishop’s Associate for Inter-cultural and Inter-religious Mission 
 

I moved to Portland, Oregon from Peru in 2014 with Rae Anne and our 
daughter Isabel. It has been a wonderful adventure surrounded by the 
beauty of the forests, rivers, and mountains.  
 

For many years I have been working on supporting organizations and in-
stitutions on how to root their work for justice and peace into a relational 
culture that fosters community dialogue and discernment. Since 2016, 
working with leaders from the Oregon Synod and other countries, we 
have been doing theology to enlighten the community dialogue and dis-
cernment in communion with those we call our ancestors as a source of 
compassion and deep hope. All of these efforts have been developed 
through spiritual and theological mutual accompaniment. 
 

I am honored to walk alongside people who have been accompanying one 
another through the Oregon Synod (congregations, projects, initiatives, 
and more). We walk a path of transformation, a path that is always new because it is nurtured by Love and 
continuously opened through diversity and the plurality of creative responses to protect Life. Sometimes I 
ask myself, ‘what might a People’s Synod look like?’ 
 

It is inspiring to continue to be ‘Ecclesia semper reformanda (always reforming)’ that lives and encourages 
us to disclose our truth with love -therefore without fear- and remove everything that is deafening us to the 
call to universal love, universal compassion, and to unbounded openness to be freed to love. 

Rev. Melissa O’Keefe Reed : Assistant to the Bishop 
 
Melissa was born in Goettingen, Germany while her parents studied the-
ology. She was raised throughout the New England Synod, the daughter 
of two Lutheran pastors, where she learned the power of community to 
nurture active, curious, relentless faith in an incarnate, relational God. 
This faith would agitate her at Boston College (BA in English), through 
work in a Lutheran Community Services group home, and at Pacific Lu-
theran Theological Seminary in Berkeley, CA (MDiv, 2008) where she 
encountered faith-based community organizing in Oakland. Suddenly, 
the resurrective power of this relational God who dwells most profound-
ly in the world’s wounds came alive in flesh and blood. In Portland, Or-
egon, among her internship congregation, Redeemer Lutheran, she per-
sonally experienced the liberative power of the gospel lived out among a 
congregation who intentionally shared their stories with one another and 
their neighbors, listening and responding to God’s call stirring in their 
collective woundedness. Melissa was then called back to work with a 

team that would midwife the intentional death of Redeemer into a new community and organizing Body — 
Salt & Light Lutheran Church and Leaven Community (leaven.org) where she served as a mission developer 
and then pastor, community organizer and co-executive director until September 2019. Leaven teaches 
Melissa what it means to be fully human and to move together in the eternal. 
 

Melissa is married to Deacon Matt Smith, a hospice chaplain, fifth grade basketball coach, and backyard con-
templative gardner. They have two children — Jack Francis (11) and Brigid Clare (5), and two dogs — 
Mookie the chihuahua and Gracie the pitbull. 



EMMAUS   

BAZAAR 
 

Emmaus Holiday Bazaar 

will be held Saturday, 

November 2, 2019. It's 

never too early to start 

craft projects to sell at the 

event and to start plan-

ning what incredible 

baked goods will be 

whipped up by the won-

derful Emmaus bakers.  

 

We encourage everyone 

to feel a part of the effort 

and think about how your 

hobbies can translate into 

items suitable for the ba-

zaar sales tables. The 

money raised is used for 

activities related to our 

church, local charities 

and global missions. 

More details will be pre-

sented in the next few 

months. 

 

Crafters meet at 9:30 am 

in the library on the 1st 

and 3rd Thursdays of the 

month to help make 

crafts for the Bazaar. Join 

us for some time of crea-

tivity and conversation! 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

The quilters would be very happy to receive any gently used flat sheets of 

any size that you no longer need.  They are used for backs and sometimes 

tops of quilts for the Eugene Mission, Lutheran World Relief and other 

local shelters. 

It is always a good time to knit or crochet an ex-

pression of our love and faith. Prayer shawls can 

be given to anyone we know who could use one. 

They don't need to be a member of the congre-

gation. The cupboard is above the mailboxes and 

contains directions and a clipboard to record our 

giving. 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 

FLAT SHEETS NEEDED 
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The 6th annual Harvest Festival took place on  

Sunday, September to celebrate 60 years of min-

istry at Camp Lutherwood Oregon. It was a love-

ly afternoon of silent and live auctions, music by 

Faroe Rum, catering by Vinnie’s Smokin’ BBQ, 

farmers market, wine, beer, cider tastings and more! This event supported the 

ongoing programs and mission of Camp Lutherwood Oregon. There was a great 

turn out (over 200 people!), and Lutherwood raised a whopping $107,000, ex-

ceeding the goal by $7,000. Lutherwood wishes to thank Emmaus for the awe-

some gift basket and all the ongoing support!  

LUTHERWOOD HARVEST FESTIVAL REPORT 

The final count of the Lutheran World Relief school kits was 211, weighing 

in at 634 pounds! We had a phenomenal participation rate from the congre-

gation. A big thank you to everyone who helped! 

The Women of Emmaus will be selling raffle tickets for a quilt by Harriet 
Schultz and a Nativity Set by Jay Knight. Tickets are $1 or 6 for $5. When 
buying 6, all are for the same item.  

EMMAUS BAZAAR RAFFLE TICKETS 

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY!! 

Come to worship on Reformation Sunday to celebrate the birthday of the 
Lutheran Church and to welcome in our new members. Don’t forget to wear 
red! 



“Membership at Emmaus has truly been a family affair for many years!” 

~ Pat Cook 

After serving one year as Vice President of the Emmaus 

Congregation Council, Cheryl Adcock quietly slipped into 

the role of President on July 1. Cheryl and her family joined 

Emmaus in 1995, and she has participated in many areas of 

the church life over the years, including teaching in Sunday 

School and Vacation Bible School. She has also served on 

the Fellowship Ministry and on Council as Liaison for Edu-

cation Ministry.  

Cheryl was born in Landstuhl, Germany, where her father 

was stationed at the time. She is older sister to two siblings. 

She grew up in Northern Ida-

ho, graduated from Lakeland 

High School in Rathdrum, 

and went on to North Idaho 

Junior College for two years. 

From there, she moved to the 

University of Oregon, where 

she earned her Bachelor of 

Science degree in Political 

Science. She never left Eu-

gene! She started working 

seasonally in 1987 for the US 

Forest Service to help pay for 

college and transferred to the 

Bureau of Land Management 

in 1990, She has been with 

the BLM ever since.  

Cheryl and Mike Adcock 

were married in 1995 and are 

the parents of two sons, Ben, 

19, and Justin, 18, who have 

grown up at Emmaus. 

Cheryl’s father, Mike Barnes, 

is a member, as was her 

mother and grandmother. 

Membership at Emmaus has 

truly been a family affair for 

many years!  

When asked what her goals 

are for Emmaus in the com-

ing year, Cheryl replied, “I 

am hoping to build on the 

great work the last few 

Councils have done in work-

ing with the congregation to 

identify goals for the next 

few years and beyond. We 

just want to support the con-

gregation as we chart our 

path forward!” Thank you, 

Cheryl, for accepting this im-

portant leadership position.  

MEET A MEMBER: CHERYL ADCOCK 
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JOIN THE CHOIR! 

 Do you sing?  

 Would you like to learn?   

 Do you want to  hang out 

with a group of people  

who have a lot of fun 

together? 

 Do you resonate with the 

motto, “Most of the 

notes, most of the time?”  

If you answered yes  to any 

of these questions—join the 

choir!  

All are welcome! 

Wednesdays at 7:15 pm in 

the sanctuary. 

Inclement weather resulted in a cancelled ride for September. However, we 

will try one more time for the year! Join us for our next ride on October 26, 

2019, departing the Emmaus parking lot at 1pm, weather permitting. To 

learn more, contact Andrew (pastoralassociate@emmauseugene.org).  

PUB THEOLOGY 

EMMAUS MOTORCYCLE CLUB 
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Men’s Breakfast Bible Study started off with a bang 
this year. We had a great turn out and look forward to 
our next meeting on October 5, 8:30am. This year, 
we’re exploring and examining the gospels—not only 
what ethical principles they teach, but what visions of 
Jesus they present, and why that matters for our lives of faith. Email An-
drew (pastoralassociate@emmauseugene.org) for more information. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST BIBLE STUDY 

In keeping with the spirit of the broader pub theology movement that has 

given churches across the country an opportunity to explore theological top-

ics in public spaces, we are continuing our grand intellectual and spiritual 

experiment by meeting in a pub environment this year. Our first meeting 

was a rousing success, with over twenty participants! Thanks to everyone 

who came out and participated. Our next guest presenter will be Kathleen 

Kerr, on October 24 from 7:00pm-8:30. Our location will again be 

McMenamins North Bank (22 Club Road, Eugene). If you would like to eat 

dinner before the event, please arrive by 6:15 to do so. Please RSVP to An-

drew Langford (pastoralassociate @emmauseugene.org) by October 23 at 

11:00 am. You may also contact Noah Kerr (npkerr@gmail.com) for more 

ADULT FORUMS 

This year, our Adult Forum series is exploring the church’s new theme 
— “Open Our Minds.” The last two weeks we examined two related 
topics: “Jesus and the Open Mind: Biblical Beginnings” and “Open Our 
Minds: Jesus, the Parable Poet.” Our next adult forum is entitled 
“Open Our Minds: Paul and Rational Worship.”  After that we will take 
a look at the results of the “neighborhood meetings” we held in the 
spring. Come join us after coffee hour for lively discussions!  

 

SPECIAL CONCERT 
The United States Marine Band (The President's Own) will be presenting a concert at 

South Eugene High School on Tuesday, October 8 at 7:30 p.m. Although tickets are 

free, one is needed to ensure a seat. Tickets will be available about a month before the 

concert and can be obtained by visiting the band's website: 

www.marineband.marines.mil. Emmaus has a personal connection with the band. Da-

vid Constantine, timpanist, married Elizabeth Brown at Emmaus fifteen years ago. 

Elizabeth attended Emmaus from second grade through college. She served as the chil-

dren's choir director for the last two of her high school years. She also regularly pro-

vided the flute accompaniment for Holden Evening Prayer services.  

mailto:pastoralassociate@emmauseugene.org
mailto:npkerr@gmail.com
http://www.marineband.marines.mil


SMALL GROUP SCHEDULE 

EXCITING NEWS: HIGH 
SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 

 
Youth group is in full swing! 
We are once again working 
with United and Central Lu-
theran Churches to put to-
gether a year of friendship, 
faith conversations, fun, and 
service. At their September 
meetings, the Emmaus, Unit-
ed, and Central church coun-
cils voted to contract with 
Crystal Miller of United to 
coordinate the high school 
events and activities for our 
three congregations. This will 
give our joint program a for-
mal structure and will provide 
a central contact person for 
youth events. While Pastor 
Rachel will still be the prima-
ry youth person at Emmaus 
and will attend and help plan 
most of the youth group 
events, we think it will en-
hance our youth group's cohe-
sion to have one logistics co-
ordinator. 
  
Some highlights for the up-
coming year: 
 

 Mark and Sarah Gillem 
from Central have gra-
ciously agreed to continue 
the annual HS Ski Trip 
over President's weekend 
in February. 

  

Our program will culmi-
nate in a summer mission 
trip to Tijuana, Mexico 
(June 26 - July 5).  

 
Thank you for your support of 
our youth! I encourage all of 
us to participate in finding 
ways to pass the faith on to 
the next generation and pro-
vide them a good foundation 
for their launch into adult-
hood. 
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Come and meet new friends and get reacquainted with old ones! 

There is something for everyone. 

 Emmaus Quilters: Tuesda y s a t 9:00 a m  in the Fel-

lowship Hall 

 Elva’s Raiders: W ednesda y s a t 8:30 a m  

 Bible Study: W ednesda y s a t 10:00 a m  in the Fel-

lowship Hall 

 Emmaus Choir: W ednesda y  a t 7:15 pm in the sa nc-

tuary 

 High School Youth Group: 2nd & 4th W ednesda y s 

@ United Lutheran Church, 6:00-7:15 pm 

 Naomi Circle: Second Thursday of the m onth at 

9:30 am in the library 

 Mary Circle: Second Thursday of the m onth at 5:30 

pm 

 Emmaus Crafters: First & Third Thursda y  of the 

month at 9:30 am in the library 

 Ever Young Seniors: Fourth Friday of the m onth, 

potluck lunch and program in the fellowship hall at 11:45. 

 Men’s Breakfast Bible Study: First Sa tu rda y  of the 

month at 8:30 am in the Fellowship Hall 

 2345: First Saturday of the month at 7 pm. Our first gather-

ing will be October 5th 

 Pub Theology: Thursday, October 24th at 7pm at 

McMenamins North Bank. 

 Motorcycle Ride:  Sa tu rda y , October 26th at 1pm 



JJF: CONTINUING DOWN THE ROAD 

It's been several months since the 

congregation voted to approve a new 

loan for our roofing project, our 

hearing loop project, and our accessi-

ble bathroom project. As you know, 

the roofing project and the hearing loop project have both been com-

pleted. Thanks to all for the generous donations you have made to the 

JJF campaign so far! However, monthly donations to our Joyous 

Journey campaign are not keeping pace with our required loan pay-

ments. On average, donations are about $800 less than the required 

payment each month.  Remember, this is a separate commitment 

from your offerings that support our church operations.  Please help 

as you can. If you have questions, please speak with our treasurer, 

Dave Frosaker, or JJF chairperson, Mike Barnes. 

       OCTOBER 

       BIRTHDAYS 

 

Sarah Smith—Oct 1 

Gerry Stolp—Oct 1 

Marge Churchill—Oct 5 

Mat Purvis Jr.—Oct 5 

Edla Johnson—Oct 8 

Jordan Thatcher—Oct 11 

Heidi Stolp—Oct 13 

Kaliyah Jones—Oct 20 

Celia Lechnyr—Oct 21 

Judy Ramstead—Oct 23 

Linda Jacobson—Oct 28 

Kelly Smith—Oct 29 

Dan Smith—Oct 30 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF AUGUST 31, 2019 

2019 budgeted expenses 262,604.00 

2019 actual income 171,060.82 

2019 actual expenses -164,038.12 

Difference between actual 2019 income and actual expenses 7,022.70 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

Geoff Arsenault, Lucas (son of Kris Barker), Carolyn Bauder, Helen 
Berg, Helen Cook, David Crane (nephew of Carolyn Bauder & Judy 
Kopperman), Mitchel Card (Nola Baird’s grandson),  Jerry Gilbert 
(Suzanne Cavanagh’s Father), Georg Jaschek, Bill Jones, Myra (Lori 
Nicklin's sister), James Petersen (son of Ruth Nyegaard), David and 
Helen Peterson (nephew and sister of Elaine Herbison), David Schmitz 
(son of Larry & Donna), Anna (Kristi Wilde's cousin).  

 

Homebound: Marge Churchill, Linda Jacobson, LaVonna 



OCTOBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Date Lector Communion 

Assistants 

Acolyte Ushers Greeters 

October 6 

 

Valerie  

Sacks 

1. Merry  Burbank 

2. Larry Schmidtz 

3. Dorraine Gerlitz 

Loran Burbank 1.Jay Knight 

2. Ken Rydbrink 

1.Lester Pohll 

2.Peter Kugler 

October 13 

 

Arne Berglund 1. Judy Koppermann 

2. Deena Frosaker 

3. Heidi Stolp 

Dave Frosaker 1.Herb Kopper-

mann 

2. Delbert 

Schlueter 

1.Lester Pohll 

2. 

October 20 

 

Merry Burbank 1. Merry Burbank 

2. Larry Schmidtz 

3. Jim Henry 

Loran Burbank 1. Stephen Palmer 

2. Diane Palmer 

1.Lester Pohll 

2. 

October 27 

 

Ted Anderson 1. Judy Koppermann 

2. Peter Kugler 

3. Cheryl Adcock 

Justin Adcock 1. Herb Kopper-

mann 

2. Elva Duvall 

 

1.Lester Pohll 

2.Peter Kugler 

 

Date Coffee Fellowship Flowers Children’s Table 

October 6 1.Sidsel Tompkins 

2. Katie Craven 

 Peter Kugler 

October 13 1. Lori Kugler 

2. Stephanie Olson 

 Kathleen Kerr 

October 20 1. Deena Frosaker 

2. Evelyn Swank 

 Joanna Palmer 

October 27 

 

1. Billie Scott 

2. Linda Henry 

 Constance and Dillon 



EMMAUS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

EUGENE, OR 

united in response to grace, 

empowered by the Holy 

Spirit, 

serving the Lord with  glad-

ness. 

Congregation Council: 

Cheryl Adcock, President 

Sidsel Tompkins, Vice 

President 

Gerry Stolp, Secretary 

Kathleen Kerr, Learning 

Ministry 

Peter Kugler, Service Ministry 

Brent Johnson, Support 

Ministry 

Cathy Smith, Witness Ministry 

Jane Batterson, Worship 

Ministry 

EMMAUS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1250 West 18th Avenue 

Eugene, OR 97402 

541-344-1150 

office@emmauseugene.org 

www.emmauseugene.org 

Office Hours: Tuesday—Friday 9:00 am—12:00 pm 

 

Staff 

 

Pastor:  Rachel Langford                  (cell)    563-940-0023 

 Email: pastor@emmauseugene.org 

Pastoral Associate: Andrew Langford                              (cell)    512-736-1515 

 Email:  pastoralassociate@emmauseugene.org 

Musician:  Dan Smith         (cell)   541-972-3117 

 Email: musician@emmauseugene.org  

Choir Director:  Brent Anderson      (cell)    541-521-3098 

 Email: brenthanderson@msn.com 

Custodians: Justin Adcock, Kris Jennings 

    

Emmaus is a Reconciling in Christ 

congregation 


