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FROM PASTOR RACHEL AND ANDREW 
 

 God's dream is that you and I and all of us will realize that we 
are family, that we are made for togetherness, for goodness, and for 

compassion. 
~Desmond Tutu 

 
Our article this month is slightly different than an encouraging pastoral 
word or a reflection on the state of the church. Instead, we are sharing 
our plans to be in South Africa next month. Rachel will be participat-
ing in two continuing education trips. The first will be a study trip fo-
cused on racial reconciliation, beginning December 28th. This tour is 
two weeks of interwoven experiences in Johannesburg and Cape 
Town, geared to facilitate both learning and rejuvenation for its practi-
tioner-participants. Rachel and a cohort of other pastors and church 
leaders will be learning from a rotating South African faculty about the 
complexities of South African history and contemporary life. This tour 
focuses on themes of historical truth-telling, Appreciative Inquiry, ra-
cial justice, intersectionality, and the role of the church in facilitating 
all of these endeavors. Andrew will remain in Eugene during this time, 
and will be providing pastoral support and leading worship, along with 
a little help from his friends, Revs. John Linn and Dave Paulson. 
 
The second continuing education event, in which Andrew is also par-
ticipating, is the 13th International Bonhoeffer Congress. This event, 
which is held once every four years, will be held at Stellenbosch Uni-
versity near Cape Town. As some of you know, Rachel’s father, Mark 
Brocker, is a pastor and Bonhoeffer scholar, and he will meet us there 
as well. The conference seeks to answer the question, “How is the 
coming generation to go on living?” and attempts to help participants 
respond to present realities through reflection on Bonhoeffer’s legacy. 
While we are both away, you may contact council members  Cheryl 
Adcock and Peter Kugler if you need assistance. Rev. Tom Dodd will 
be available for pastoral support from Jan. 7–24. The conference ends 
Jan. 23rd, and we will be home on the 24th. 
 
We are very excited about this opportunity. As the Desmond Tutu 
quote above boldly proclaims, we are all meant for togetherness, com-
munity, and compassion. Our prayer is that our time in South Africa 
will be a time of reflection and education through which we will deep-
en our sense of community with the church in another part of the 
world. We look forward to sharing what we learn and experience with 
you upon our return! 
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Merry 
Christmas! 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE       
WORSHIP 

 

 5:00PM 

 10:00PM         



“Remembering the amazing generosity of God in Jesus can both warm our 
hearts and strengthen us in sharing ourselves, our lives, and our resources.”  

 We are now deeply into the holiday season.  The fun and fright of Halloween and the 
feast and family time of Thanksgiving are in the rearview mirror.  Christmas, when we cele-
brate God’s great gift to us in the baby Jesus, will be here in just a few weeks! 
 Now, as with all other celebrations, there is a lot preparation to do -   Special foods to 
be cooked, decorations to put up, cards to send, worship services to attend, and presents to 
buy.   
 In this, gift buying, when it does not run amuck, can be a terrific experience.  To pur-
chase just the right gift and then see the joy on the face of the receiver when the gift is opened 
is delightful. 
 At this point, let’s change direction just a bit and ask, “In all of this, what gift do you 
think God would be glad to get?”  Just as we show our love by gift giving, we might also show 
our love to God by giving God our gifts. So, perhaps we might stop for a moment to consider 
a gift for God.  Here are some to consider:  
 
 Do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God – Micah 6:8 
 Love God, give generously, remember the needs of others – Luke 11:42 
 Trust God and be cheerful in giving – 2 Cor. 9:7, 8 
 
 There are many other possibilities, to be sure.  But, in this time of giving and receiving,  
remembering the amazing generosity of God in Jesus can both warm our hearts and strengthen 
us in sharing ourselves, our lives, and our resources.  Doing such things will almost certainly 
lead to greater “Joy to the World,” and might even bring joy to heaven as well! 

TABLE TALK TUESDAYS 

Our first set of Table Talk Tuesdays went really 

well. Please consider joining us the first two Tues-

days of December as we look at one of the memo-

rials from this past summer’s national assembly 

focused on The Poor People’s Campaign. This is 

an initiative begun by Martin Luther King Jr. 

which has been taken up by a new generation. In 

our table talks, we will discuss the Campaign and 

how it intersects with the ELCA Social Statement 

on Economic Life. We will gather from 7:00-

8:30pm in the youth room. Pastor Rachel will be 

facilitating. Please contact her with further ques-

tions (pastor@emmauseugene.org). 
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STEWARDSHIP THOUGHTS  ~PASTOR TOM DODD 

Artwork by Heidi Stolp 



“It has always been important to me that the church I am a part of welcomes all people 

unconditionally.”   

~ Pat Cook 

 As we begin the season of Advent on December 1, you 

will once again notice a beautiful wreath at the front of the sanc-

tuary.  This is the Advent Wreath which has five candles that 

will lead us through the season to Christmas when all five will 

be lit as we celebrate the birth of Jesus.   

 This wreath is created each year by Heidi Stolp, who 

joined  Emmaus, along with her husband, Gerry, 27 years ago.  

This is only one of the many gifts that she has quietly shared 
with us through the years.  Heidi has also created many cards 

which members of the congregation have signed for retirements, 

birthday celebrations, anniversaries, etc.   

 While Heidi is now retired, her career 

was in medical administration.  She served as 

Administrator for Northwest Surgical Special-

ists, a group of surgeons, for 21 years.  As one 

of the surgeons once stated to this writer, “She 

is the glue that holds this place together!”  

However, her avocation has always been art, 

and especially calligraphy and bookmaking.  

She has shown her art in galleries and created 

many commissioned pieces.  She has taught 

calligraphy and bookmaking courses, as well as 

serving as a volunteer art teacher in the schools 

and other community venues.  Heidi states, “I 

particularly enjoy liturgical art, as it gives me 

an opportunity to share my faith using textiles, 

paper, and words.”  She created the Advent and 

Lenten banners that are hung in the gathering 

space each year and the “Open Our Minds” 

pieces now hanging in the sanctuary, as well as 

many of the paraments.   

 Heidi was born and grew up with one 

younger brother in Oakland, California.  She 

attended Cal State University in Hayward, Cal-

ifornia, majoring in Cultural Anthropology.  

She and Gerry were married in 1969 and 

moved to a rural home in Salmon, Idaho is 

1971.  They recently celebrated their 50th wed-

ding anniversary.  They moved to Eugene in 

1986 to be close to family, for Gerry to pursue 

a Master’s Degree in Education, and for their 

then 13-year-old daughter to experience a more 

urban life.  They have three children, seven 

grandchildren, and one great-grandchild who, 

she says, “are the love of our lives.” 

 Heidi and Gerry joined Emmaus in 

1992, attracted by the warmth and friendliness 

of the congregation.  She has served on the 

Council twice, and as secretary and once as re-

corder.  She currently serves as Chair of the 

Worship Ministry and liturgical artist.   She al-

so regularly serves as a Communion Assistant.  

She says, “It has always been important to me 

that the church I am a part of welcomes all peo-

ple unconditionally.”  Heidi is truly a blessing 

to Emmaus, as she so freely shares her gifts 

with us.  Thank you, Heidi, for all you do to 

enhance worship for the Emmaus congrega-

tion! 

MEET A MEMBER: HEIDI STOLP 
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JOIN THE CHOIR! 

 Do you sing?  

 Would you like to learn?   

 Do you want to  hang out 

with a group of people  

who have a lot of fun 

together? 

 Do you resonate with the 

motto, “Most of the 

notes, most of the time?”  

If you answered yes  to any 

of these questions—join the 

choir!  

All are welcome! 

Wednesdays at 7:15 pm in 

the sanctuary. 

The Emmaus choir is hard at work practicing a Christmas Cantata, I Hear 

the Prophet Callin’;The Christmas Story from Prophecy to Fulfillment. 

They will be performing for us on December 22nd during Sunday Worship. 

PUB THEOLOGY 

CHOIR CANTATA 
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In keeping with the spirit of the broader pub theology movement that has 

given churches across the country an opportunity to explore theological top-

ics in public spaces, we are continuing our grand intellectual and spiritual 

experiment by meeting in a pub environment this year. Our next meeting 

will be on December 19th from 7:00pm-8:30. Our location will again be 

McMenamins North Bank (22 Club Road, Eugene). If you would like to eat 

dinner before the event, please arrive by 6:15 to do so. Please RSVP to An-

drew Langford (pastoralassociate @emmauseugene.org) by October 23 at 

11:00 am. You may also contact Noah Kerr (npkerr@gmail.com) for more 

information.  

SOUP SUPPER AND ADVENT WORSHIP 

Our yearly Advent services begin Wednesday, December 4th. We will 

be using the Holden Evening Prayer service. Soup supper begin at 5:30 

pm followed by worship at 6:30 pm. Soup supper sign-ups are on the 

information table in the Gathering Place. We need people to bring soup 

and to help with set-up and clean-up. 

We successfully launched our new church software system, Breeze! Many 
church members have already created accounts and begun enjoying the 
many features and benefits of Breeze. The most notable tools available to 
members are the online calendar (more complete than the one on our web-
site), the online directory, and a member portal that allows you to see 
council and church budget documents as well as your own giving state-
ments. To set up your account, you may respond to the email invitation 
that was sent out or follow this link to set up your user login. If you have 
not had your picture taken for our new online directory and new printable 
directory, please let Andrew know. The online version of the directory will 
be accessible only to church members who elect to create an online ac-
count (i.e., this information will be online, but not viewable by the general 
public).  

 

 NEW CHURCH SOFTWARE 

mailto:npkerr@gmail.com
https://emmauseugene.breezechms.com/login/create


SMALL GROUP SCHEDULE 

YOUTH NEWS  
 

On December 7th all 
children are invited to 
a Joint Christmas  
Party between United, 
Emmaus, and Central. 
It will be held at Unit-
ed from 12-4pm. Kids 
are welcome to bring 
a sack lunch. We will 
provide tasty snacks, 
crafts, games, and lots 
of fun! The event is 
free, but any dona-
tions will go to the 
summer youth mis-
sion trip.  

 
  

Our annual All-Ages 
Advent Festival will 
be after worship on 
December 8th. Come 
join us for a fun 
morning of crafts, 
Christmas cards, and 
snacks! 

 

 Our Children’s 
Christmas program, in  
which the children of 
the church will be 
presenting the Nativi-
ty Story, will be dur-
ing the service on De-
cember 15th.  
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Come and meet new friends and get reacquainted with old ones! 

There is something for everyone. 

 Elva’s Raiders: W ednesda y s a t 8:30 a m  

 Bible Study: W ednesda y s a t 10:00 a m  in the Fel-

lowship Hall 

 Emmaus Choir: W ednesda y s a t 7:15 pm in the 

sanctuary 

 High School Youth Group: 2nd W ednesda y  @ Unit-

ed Lutheran Church. 

 Naomi Circle: Second Thursday of the m onth at 

9:30 am in the library 

 Mary Circle: Second Thursday of the m onth at 5:30 

pm 

 Ever Young Seniors: Second Fr iday of the m onth

( Dec. 13th), potluck lunch and program in the fellowship 

hall at 11:45 

 Men’s Breakfast Bible Study: First Sa tu rda y  of the 

month at 8:30 am in the Fellowship Hall 

 2345: First Saturday of the month at 7 pm. December gath-

ering @ Kelly Smith’s Home.  

 Pub Theology: Thursday, December 19th at 7pm at 

McMenamins North Bank. 

Questions? Contact Pastor Rachel (pastor@emmauseugene.org) 



JJF: CONTINUING DOWN THE ROAD 

It's been several months since the 

congregation voted to approve a new 

loan for our roofing project, our 

hearing loop project, and our accessi-

ble bathroom project. As you know, 

the roofing project and the hearing loop project have both been com-

pleted. Thanks to all for the generous donations you have made to the 

JJF campaign so far! However, monthly donations to our Joyous 

Journey campaign are not keeping pace with our required loan pay-

ments. On average, donations are about $800 less than the required 

payment each month.  Remember, this is a separate commitment 

from your offerings that support our church operations.  Please help 

as you can. If you have questions, please speak with our treasurer, 

Dave Frosaker, or JJF chairperson, Mike Barnes. 

       DECEMBER 

       BIRTHDAYS 

 

Steve Purvis—Dec 2 

Geoff Arsenault—Dec 4 

Stephanie Olsen—Dec 4 

Kim Scott—Dec 4 

Lynn Kahle—Dec 6 

Hailey Wiper—Dec 6 

Pat Anderson—Dec 8 

Grace Jing Smith—Dec 9 

Georg Jaschek—Dec 12 

Karin Deaton —Dec 13  

Katie  O’Rourke—Dec 13 

Corinne Grosenick—Dec 17 

Noah High—Dec 18 

Lori Nicklin—Dec 26 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF October 31, 2019 

2019 budgeted expenses 262,604.00 

2019 actual income 212,907.80 

2019 actual expenses -205,228.29 

Difference between actual 2019 income and actual expenses 7,679.51 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 

Nola Baird, Carolyn Bauder, Denise Blake (daughter of Billie Scott), 
David Crane (nephew of Carolyn Bauder & Judy Kopperman), Mitchel 
Card (Nola Baird’s grandson), Willard Grabofsky, Bill Jones, Myra 
(Lori Nicklin's sister), James Petersen (son of Ruth Nyegaard), David 
and Helen Peterson (nephew and sister of Elaine Herbison), David 
Schmitz (son of Larry & Donna), Anna (Kristi Wilde's cousin). 
 
Homebound: Marge Churchill, Linda Jacobson, LaVonna Nordstrom. 
 
In Death: Family of Marcus Davis. 

 



DECEMBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Date Lector Communion  

Assistants 

Acolyte Ushers Greeters 

December 1 Dave Paulson 1.Gerry Stolp 

2.Heidi Stolp 

3. Merry Burbank 

Kaliyah Scott 1. Ken Rydbrink 

2. Dorraine 

Gerlitz 

1. Lester Pohll 

2. Peter Kugler 

December 8 Gerry Stolp 1. Kathleen Kerr 

2. Cheryl Adcock 

3. Cathy Smith 

Brent Johnson 1. Steve Palmer 

2. Diane Palmer 

1.Lester Pohll 

2. 

December 15 Not  

Needed 

1. Merry Burbank 

2. Larry Schmitz 

3.Peter Kugler 

Sarah Palmer 1. Herb  

Koppermann 

2. Jay Kight 

1.Lester Pohll 

2. 

December 22 Ted Anderson 1. Larry Schmitz 

2. Sidsel Tompkins 

3. Peter Kugler 

Kaliyah Scott 1. Dave Frosaker 

2. Deena 

Frosaker 

1.Lester Pohll 

2. Peter Kugler 

December 29 Merry Burbank 1. Merry Burbank 

2. Peter Kugler 

3. Jackie Barbour 

Loran Burbank 1. Herb  

Koppermann 

2. Elva Duvall 

1.Lester Pohll 

2. 

Date Coffee Fellowship Flowers Children’s Table 

December 1 1.McBride Family  

 

Advent—No Flowers Deena Frosaker 

December 8 1. Stephanie Olsen 

2. Marilyn Deaton 

Advent—No Flowers Peter Kugler 

December 15 1. Nanci Strickland 

2.Jana Bauder 

3. Cheryl Adcock 

Advent—No Flowers Kathleen Kerr 

December 22 1. Valerie Sacks 

2. Miriam Jaschek 

Advent—No Flowers Constance Anderson  

December 29 No Coffee Fellowship 

 

 Joanna Palmer 



EMMAUS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

EUGENE, OR 

united in response to grace, 

empowered by the Holy 

Spirit, 

serving the Lord with  glad-

ness. 

Congregation Council: 

Cheryl Adcock, President 

Sidsel Tompkins, Vice 

President 

Gerry Stolp, Secretary 

Kathleen Kerr, Learning 

Ministry 

Peter Kugler, Service Ministry 

Brent Johnson, Support 

Ministry 

Cathy Smith, Witness Ministry 

Jane Batterson, Worship 

Ministry 

EMMAUS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1250 West 18th Avenue 

Eugene, OR 97402 

541-344-1150 

office@emmauseugene.org 

www.emmauseugene.org 

Office Hours: Tuesday—Friday 9:00 am—12:00 pm 

Staff 

 

PASTOR:  Rachel Langford                   (cell)    563-940-0023 

 Email: pastor@emmauseugene.org 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: Andrew Langford                  (cell)    512-736-1515 

 Email:  pastoralassociate@emmauseugene.org 

MUSICIAN:  Dan Smith         (cell)   541-972-3117 

 Email: musician@emmauseugene.org  

CHOIR DIRECTOR:  Brent Anderson      (cell)    541-521-3098 

 Email: brenthanderson@msn.com 

OFFICE MANAGER: Melinda Garcia                              ( office) 541-344-1150 

 Email: office@emmauseugene.org 

CUSTODIANS: Justin Adcock, Kris Jennings 

 

Emmaus is a Reconciling in Christ 

congregation 


