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December brought new and much needed opportunities for reflection. As we 
continued our theme this liturgical year, "open our minds," we had Advent 
reflections that challenged us to hope, to draw together as a community to 
respond to the newness of the coming Christ. We also had adult forum 
presentations that challenged us to be good stewards, not only of our mone-
tary resources but also our physical resources. In an excellent presentation on 
recycling, Maya Scott led all present in a review of recycling do’s and don’ts, 
a much-needed refresher for many of us. Maya pointed out that recycling 
won’t save the world on its own — we need more holistic responses to the 
rapidly changing climate and the warming of the earth and oceans—but she 
stressed that it is important to recycle anyway.  
 
I was struck by the fact that, at its core, recycling is a hopeful act. By engag-
ing in this practice, we declare that we believe 1) in our capacity to effect a 
better world, if only in the smallest way, 2) that the earth is worthy of our 
care and stewardship, and 3) that we are ultimately deeply interwoven within 
one global ecosystem, that the fate of the earth is our fate too. As Seattle, 
chief of the Suquamish said, "we are part of the earth and it is part of us." 
When we care for the earth, we care for each other and for ourselves. 
 
Recycling, in some ways, is also a spiritual practice. It teaches us to be mind-
ful of how we consume, mindful of what we disregard, mindful of what we 
buy and use. Recycling, at its best, is an exercise in attunement. We attune 
ourselves to what is needed and what is not, what is recyclable and what is 
not, and then, hopefully, we modify our habits to purchase differently, less 
wastefully, more mindfully.  
 
As Maya spoke, I was reminded of a prayer I read in the book Common Pray-
er: A Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals:  
 "Lord, we forget that we do not create our world. Help us remember 
 creation as a gift we are called to serve and watch over. Free us from 
 habits that dishonor the land, and teach us to revel in its bounty with 
 gratitude. Amen."  
The language of "serving" and "watching over" in this prayer emphasizes the 
reality that we play a unique role in God’s created order. We have the capaci-
ty and duty to "watch over" the earth, but also to be "under" it—to serve it 
and see it flourish. 
 
As we leave one calendar year behind and begin a new one, may we remem-
ber that we are called to love God and all creation. We are called to live our 
lives in the confidence of God’s love for us and the expectation that God will 
continue to do the work of Advent — God will continue to "arrive" and show 
us the better way. By looking to each other and loving each other, we are em-
powered to open our minds to new ways of thinking and new ways of being. 
By caring for God’s creation, we deepen our relationship with God and this 
wonderful earth that God has made. 
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*Pastor Rachel is on a 
study trip to South Afri-
ca. If you need assistance 
during this time, please 
contact Andrew through 
January 6th, after which 
he is also headed for 
South Africa. From the 
7th-24th, please contact 
Peter Kugler or Cheryl 
Adcock  if you need assis-
tance. Pastor Tom Dodd 
will also be available for 
pastoral care, if needed.  



“The  
Children’s 
Christmas 

program re-
minds us 
that the  
story of  

Jesus is a 
story for 

everyone.” 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 

Author—Kathleen, Directors—Kathleen & Joanna, Dan Smith—music, kids—
stars! Our children did a great job telling the story of Jesus this year! 

  

2 

 

PUB THEOLOGY WITH DAN SMITH ON JAN. 30 
“ACCOMPANIMENT: A THEOLOGY OF MISSION” 

 

Throughout history mission has been 
many things, both positive and negative. 
Christians have constantly tried to under-
stand what mission means, and how to un-
dertake it, working to learn from mistakes 
and misapprehensions. In the past 80 
years, and especially in the past 20, Chris-
tians have begun to talk more and more 
about the meaning of mission with those 
who once were seen only as “objects” of 
mission, the members of “younger church-
es” in Asia, Africa and Latin America. 
We’ve begun to see that all of God’s peo-
ple are called to think about the why and 
how of mission. The ELCA uses the 
“Road to Emmaus” story to highlight accompaniment. We see that mis-
sion is a journey, and that this journey, taken with many companions, 
shows us the unexpected and sometimes unrecognized Christ who 
walks with us. In this journey, as we break bread together, we move to-
ward Christ’s mission of reconciliation between us and God, between us 
and one another. 

 

FIRST PLACE      

ANNEX NIGHT 

SHELTER 

It’s that time of year 
again! Time to volun-
teer to cook for the 
families at First 
Place. 

 Can you set out 
food?  

 Can you show up 
to help serve with 
a joyful heart? 

 Then this is the 
service project 
for you! 

Our week is from 
February 3rd to the 
10th. We will have 
sign-ups in the Gath-
ering Space soon. 
Contact Peter Kugler 
or Mat Purvis  for 
details. 



“I love this job and what I do here at the church.  I have been welcomed with 

open arms by the staff and members.”  

~ Pat Cook 

 Having grown up in a desert area of southern Califor-

nia, Melinda Garcia was lured to the green of Oregon be-

cause of her love of the great outdoors, especially camping 

and kayaking. It was her desire to make Eugene her home 

after visiting her oldest sister, who had already discovered 

Eugene and moved here. Melinda recently joined our Em-

maus staff as Office Manager. 

 Melinda was born in Lancaster, California and grew 

up in the next town, Palmdale, where she lived until she was 

28  

lived until she was 28 years old. She is the 

second oldest of five—all girls! Her mother 

was not employed outside the home but def-

initely worked--as a “domestic engineer,” 

and her father supported the family as a 

concrete foreman. Her parents both came 

from large families. Her dad was the oldest 

of five, and her mother was the third of five. 

 Melinda married a grade school 

friend in 2010, and she says “we had four 

great years together before he passed away 

following a motorcycle accident.” She has a 

daughter, Ariana, who will be seven years 

old the day after Christmas. She enjoys do-

ing things with her daughter, as well as 

crafting of all sorts and cruising.   

 If you haven’t yet had the opportuni-
ty to experience Melinda’s bright smile and 

warm greeting, you are encouraged to drop 
by the office to say “hello.” She says “I love 
this job and what I do here at the church.  I 
have been welcomed with open arms by the 
staff and members.” We are indeed blessed 

to have her with us! 

MEET A MEMBER: MELINDA GARCIA 
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STEWARDSHIP THOUGHTS   

Did you know that Emmaus “tithes” more than 11% of our income?  Besides sending 

10% of our general fund income to the Oregon Synod to be used for ministry and mis-

sion on the state, national, and worldwide levels, we give funds to specific organizations, 

such as Camp Lutherwood, that do ministry in our area. We also have periodic special 

offerings to support local organizations. We will providing ministry snapshots of the min-

istries and organizations that we support in coming newsletters. 



JOIN THE CHOIR! 

 Do you sing?  

 Would you like to learn?   

 Do you want to  hang out 

with a group of people  

who have a lot of fun 

together? 

 Do you resonate with the 

motto, “Most of the 

notes, most of the time?”  

If you answered yes  to any 

of these questions—join the 

choir!  

All are welcome! 

Wednesdays at 7:15 pm in 

the sanctuary. 

HIGH SCHOOL SKI TRIP 
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JANUARY FORUMS 

January 5th: The True Meaning of Epiphany (Andrew) 
 

You might know that the word “epiphany” means “manifestation” or “appearance,” 
and that we celebrate Epiphany as the time when Jesus made his first appearance to 
the magi from the east. But did you know that the notion of epiphany has a long 
history in Greco-Roman religion? In other words, the first hearers of the Christmas 
story would have had other “epiphany” stories in their cultural awareness when 
they heard the story of Jesus. What were those other stories? How does the Chris-
tian story of epiphany fit within and radically reshape the broader tradition? Come 
here the surprising truth about what epiphany really means. 
  
January 12: Birthday Bash Brunch 
 

Mark your calendars to attend our annual Birthday Bash Brunch on January 12 af-
ter worship.  Celebrate your special day with others who share your month.  Ham 
and beverages will be provided.  Please sign up at the information table in the 
Gathering Place to bring an egg dish, fruit, or pastry/bread. 
  
January 19: Rich (Tom Dodd) 
 

The adult forum will feature a short video by Rob Bell entitled, "Rich.” In it, Bell 
explores how we have been blessed and the call to respond. There will be time af-
terward for group discussion. 
  
January 26: Reflections on South Africa (Pastor Rachel & Andrew) 
 

Pastor Rachel and Andrew arrive home on the 24th and are looking forward to 
sharing what they learned on their study trip to South Africa! 

 BATHROOM RENOVATIONS 

“Immigration: Listening and Learning from One Another.” Everyone is welcome 
to come to this adult forum series, which will run the four Sundays in February. 
On Feb. 2nd, we will review guidelines on how to talk with each other when we 
may not always agree. On Feb. 9th, we will share our experiences and understand-
ings about immigration. On Feb. 16th, we will do our best to discern how our faith 
resources come into play. On Feb. 23rd, we will talk about any possible actions we 
may want to take. 
 
So often in our culture, people only listen to others when they agree with them. 
This may feel good, but it does not help bring greater understanding or build 
bridges with others with whom one does not agree. In distinction to this, the 
church can be a place where people listen, learn, speak, and grow in understand-
ing. The purpose of this class is to grow in our ability to listen and learn how best 
to respond to our calling as the body of Christ. If you have any questions about the 
class, please talk with Pastor Rachel or Tom Dodd. Again, everyone is welcome! 

PREVIEW OF FEBRUARY’S FORUMS 

The north hall bathroom renovation is scheduled to begin soon. We will be com-
pletely sealing off the north hallway, north kitchen door, east door to fellowship 
hall, and west janitor closet door through the end of the project. The janitors closet 
and storage room will only be accessible through the west storage door in the fel-
lowship hall. During this time the south restrooms ( next to the nursery) will be 
available for use.  

Mark your calendars—the joint high school youth group will be going on their an-

nual ski trip February 14th-17th. Contact Crystal Miller for more information. 



SMALL GROUP SCHEDULE 

TECH CORNER 

 
We are now thoroughly  in 

the age of Breeze, our new 

church management soft-

ware.  Check your end-of-

year giving statement, look 

up someone’s phone num-

ber or email address, and 

check out the online calen-

dar accessible to members 

only. 

Have you signed up yet? 

Make sure you do! You can 

email Andrew with ques-

tions. The website to go to 

is this: 

https:// 

emmauseugene 

.breezechms 

.com 
 

You can also check out our 

new website! W e had a 

full redesign done recently 

to improve functionality 

and user experience. The 

reason we do these up-

grades is to improve our 

ability to communicate 

with the world the good 

work being done here and 

to welcome people to part-

ner with us in God’s mis-

sion in the world. See the 

improvements here: 

www.emmauseugene.org 
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Come and meet new friends and get reacquainted with old ones! There 
is something for everyone. 

 Elva’s Raiders: W ednesda y s a t 8:30 a m .  

 Bible Study: W ednesda y s a t 10:00 a m  in the Fellow ship 

Hall. 

 Emmaus Choir: W ednesda y s a t 7:15 pm in the sa nctua ry .  

 High School Youth Group: 2nd W ednesda y  @ United Lu-

theran Church at 6:00 pm. Also every 4th Tuesday @ Central  at 

6:00 pm.  

 Naomi Circle: Second Thursday of the m onth at 9:30 am  

in the library. 

 Mary Circle: Second Thursday of the m onth at 5:30 pm .  

 Men’s Breakfast Bible Study: First Sa tu rda y  of the 

month at 8:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. 

 2345: First Saturday of the month at 7 pm. 

 Pub Theology: Thursday, January 30th at 7pm  @ 

SPECIAL SESSION—CONNECTING WITH OUR 
NEIGHBORS 

A group is gathering on Tuesday, January 14th in the youth room at 
7 pm to begin a conversation about how Emmaus and interested 
people within the congregation may connect with and respond to our 
neighbors, their gifts, and their needs. This session comes out of one 
of the table talks Pastor Rachel has been leading. If you are interest-
ed in taking a look at our current ministries of serving and giving 
and brainstorming new ideas, please feel free to join this session.  
Contact Tom Dodd for more information. 



JJF: CONTINUING DOWN THE ROAD 

Our new mortgage funded three main 

projects: a new roof, a hearing loop 

for thee sanctuary and fellowship 

hall, and renovating our bathrooms 

near the sanctuary. The first two pro-

jects were completed in 2019. We are about the begin the bathroom 

renovations and we anticipate the project taking about two months. 

Brent Anderson, our choir director, will be working on this project as 

our general contractor, which is his day job.  

Thank you to Brent Johnson, our council member for the support 

ministry, and Peter Kugler for shepherding this process. Thank you 

also to member Brian Hamilton for giving us expert assistance with 

architectural drawings and questions. Finally, thank you to you all for 

continuing to financially support JJF: Continuing Down the Road! 

       JANUARY 

       BIRTHDAYS 

 

Katie Craven—Jan  2 

Ellen Walton—Jan  2 

Michael Alavi—Jan  3 

Maya Scott—Jan 4  

Evelyn Swank—Jan  4 

Mike Barnes—Jan  5 

Marcel Davis—Jan  8 

Bradley Schoellhorn—Jan 

8  

Arne  Berglund—Jan 9 

La Vonna Nordstrom—Jan 

13 

Deena Frosaker—Jan  17 

Bert Toepel—Jan 18 

Bob Schoellhorn—Jan 19 

Karri Mealy—Jan 20 

Elva Duvall—Jan  21 

Karen Warner—Jan 23 

Harriet Shultz—Jan 26 

Jana Bauder—Jan  31 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF November 30, 2019 

2019 budgeted expenses 262,604.00 

2019 actual income 233,861.41 

2019 actual expenses -225,952.96 

Difference between actual 2019 income and actual expenses 7,908.45 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 
Nola Baird, Carolyn Bauder, Denise Blake (daughter of Billie Scott), 
David Crane (nephew of Carolyn Bauder & Judy Kopperman), Mitchel 
Card (Nola Baird’s grandson), friends of Marilyn Deaton, Willard 
Grabofsky, David ( brother of Jeanne Hubbard), Bill Jones, Myra (Lori 
Nicklin's sister), La Vonna and Skip Nordstrom, James Petersen (son of 
Ruth Nyegaard), David and Helen Peterson (nephew and sister of Elaine 
Herbison), David Schmitz (son of Larry & Donna), Anna (Kristi Wilde's 
cousin). 
  
In Death: Family of Judy Huck. 
 
Homebound: Marge Churchill, Linda Jacobson, LaVonna Nordstrom. 



JANUARY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Date Lector Communion 

Assistants 

Acolyte Ushers Greeters 

January 5 

 

Edla Johnson 1. Merry Burbank 

2. Lori Kugler 

3. Judy Koppermann 

Steve Palmer 1. Dave Frosaker 

2. Deena Frosaker 

1. Lester Pohll 

2. Peter Kugler 

January 

12 

 

Merry Burbank 1. Judy Koppermann 

2. Gerry Stolp 

3. Heidi Stolp 

Kaliyah Scott 1. Herb Kopper-

mann 

2. Delbert 

Schlueter 

1. Lester Pohll 

2. Mitzi Shirk  

January 

19 

 

Bill Jones 1. Merry Burbank 

2. Larry Schmitz 

3. Peter Kugler 

Loran Burbank 1. Steve Palmer  

2. Diane Palmer 

1. Lester Pohll 

2. Peter Kugler 

January 

26 

 

Arne Berglund 1. Larry Schmitz 

2. Gerry Stolp 

3. Heidi Stolp 

Brent Johnson 1. Herb Kopper-

mann 

2. Elva Duvall 

 

1. Lester Pohll 

2. 

 

Date Coffee Fellowship Flowers Children’s Table 

January 5 1. Marilyn Deaton 

2. Kugler Family 

 Peter Kugler 

January 12     Birthday Bash 

 

 Kathleen Kerr 

January 19 1. Sidsel Tompkins 

2. Jeanne Hubbard 

 Constance & Dillon 

January 26 1.  Judy Koppermann 

2. Volunteer Needed 

 Kim Scott 



EMMAUS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

EUGENE, OR 

united in response to grace, 

empowered by the Holy 

Spirit, 

serving the Lord with  glad-

ness. 

Congregation Council: 

Cheryl Adcock, President 

Sidsel Tompkins, Vice 

President 

Gerry Stolp, Secretary 

Kathleen Kerr, Learning 

Ministry 

Peter Kugler, Service Ministry 

Brent Johnson, Support 

Ministry 

Cathy Smith, Witness Ministry 

Jane Batterson, Worship 

Ministry 

EMMAUS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1250 West 18th Avenue 

Eugene, OR 97402 

541-344-1150 

office@emmauseugene.org 

www.emmauseugene.org 

Office Hours: Tuesday—Friday 9:00 am—12:00 pm 

Staff 

 

PASTOR:  Rachel Langford                   (cell)    563-940-0023 

 Email: pastor@emmauseugene.org 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: Andrew Langford                  (cell)    512-736-1515 

 Email:  pastoralassociate@emmauseugene.org 

MUSICIAN:  Dan Smith         (cell)   541-972-3117 

 Email: musician@emmauseugene.org  

CHOIR DIRECTOR:  Brent Anderson      (cell)    541-521-3098 

 Email: brenthanderson@msn.com 

OFFICE MANAGER: Melinda Garcia                              ( office) 541-344-1150 

 Email: office@emmauseugene.org 

CUSTODIANS: Justin Adcock, Kris Jennings 

 

Emmaus is a Reconciling in Christ 

congregation 


