
 

  

Emmaus Lutheran Church 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

May 2019 

Congregational Meeting 
Mark your calendars! Our next semiannual congregational meeting 
will be on May 19th, when we will hold elections and present the an-

nual report. In preparation for the meeting, the nominating commit-

tee (Barbara Grabofsky, Larry Strickland, Heidi Stolp) is at work find-

ing candidates for the positions of Vice President, Secretary, Council 

Representative for Education, Council Representative for Worship, 2 

synod assembly representatives, and 3 Emmaus Foundation mem-

bers. Council members are preparing annual Ministry assessments 

and reports. Afterward we will have a special lunch and presenta-

tion on Joyous Journey of Faith. We hope to see you there!   
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From Pastor Rachel and Andrew 
 

 

Spring is upon us! The trees and flowers are blooming, and we see the evi-

dence of new life all around us. But at this time of year, for every flower that 

has popped up, there are a few more coming right around the corner. New 

life is bubbling up from the earth, just waiting to surprise and delight us. 
 

In many ways, Emmaus is in the midst of its own spring season. In the past month, we have joined together in 

the culmination of the Lenten season, Holy Week, and Easter. Services were well-attended, and there was a 

sense of vibrancy and new life in our worship. At the same time, it is clear that there is more life yet to burst 

forth. The Council lead a very successful set of Neighborhood Meetings, and the seeds of new ideas have 

been germinating, waiting to burst forth and reach maturation. 
 

What will these new blossoms look like? What wonderful works will come forth from the fertile soil of the Em-

maus community? Time will tell us. For now, we join together in celebrating the resurrection life that God has 

brought to us. We are an Easter people, forever expectant of God’s new life in the world. 

Ministry Life 

Forums 

Did You Know—Emmaus Has an AED? 
After a recent medical incident at church I heard that there 

was some discussion as to whether we should have an AED at 

church.  Well the good news is we already have one! 
 

Our AED is located on the north wall of the Gathering Place 

next to the fire extinguisher and just to the right of the coat 

rack.  
 

Take a moment to familiarize yourself with the AED’s location so 

in the event it is needed you will know where to find it. 
 

Thanks everyone 

Peter Kugler 

 

 

May 5th—A “Dual Mandate”: Stewardship and the National Parks—Noah Kerr 

     ~Blood Drive in the parking lot throughout the morning 

May 12th—Geography of the Holy Land: Part 2—Tom Dodd 

May 19th—Congregational Meeting & Joyous Journey of Faith Lunch 

May 26th—Fellowship 
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Youth 

Mission Trip 
United Lutheran has invited the high school youth from Emmaus and Central to join them on their 2019 mission 

trip, led by Sierra Service Projects. Pastor Rachel and three of our youth are going along. We will be working with 

the Spokane Indian Tribe in Wellpinit, outside of the city of Spokane, home to about 2,700 tribal members. We 

expect to complete mostly carpentry projects focusing on wheelchair ramps, porches, stairs, and awnings for 

elders. The trip is July 7th-13th. 
 

 

Joint High School Youth Group 
The joint high school youth group is not meeting in May. We are in the process of planning some fun summer events. 

Stay tuned! 
 

 

Beach Clean Up 
The confirmation group will be serving the community by cleaning up a section of beach on Saturday, May 18.  

Contact Pastor Rachel for more information pastor@emmauseugene.org. 
 

 

Emmaus Youth Game Night!  
Middle school and high school youth will gather for the final game night of the program year on Friday, May 31 from 6-

9 pm, location TBA. For more information or to RSVP, please contact Pastor Rachel (pastor@emmauseugene.org). 

 

When: June 24th to June 28 from 9:00 am—12:00 Noon  

            Pre-k, with all day option from 9:00 am—3:00 pm Kindergarten to 5th grade 

            Friday will be from 9:00 am—12:00 Noon for all students.  

 

Where: At Central Lutheran Church, 1857 Potter St, Eugene, OR 97403  
 

Cost: A suggested donation of $20 for half day participants and $40 for full day  

          participants with a cap of $80 per family.  

 

Hosted by Central, Emmaus, and United Lutheran Churches  

 

Volunteers are needed to help with decorating,  registration, preparing snacks, lead-

ing groups, and having fun with the kids. Contact Pastor Rachel at  

pastor@emmauseugene.org if you are willing to volunteer. 
 

http://www.spokanetribe.com/
mailto:pastor@emmauseugene.org
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Meet Our Members 

Valerie Sacks 
   ~Pat Cook 
 

 

Although Valerie Sacks has not yet been formally wel-

comed into the Emmaus congregation, she has trans-

ferred her membership and promptly become active in 

a number of areas—choir, coffee fellowship, St. Vin-

cent’s Soup Kitchen and Mary Circle.   Valerie was born 

in Staten Island, New York where she lived for 32 years.  

She has one sibling, an older brother, who lives in Flori-

da.  Her father was a banker who did research and cre-

ated one of the first “cost accounting systems” back in the fifties.  Her mother was a published genealogist 

and superb baker.    

 

Valerie was educated in public school until she went to college on Staten Island.  It was a Lutheran private 

school where she majored in French language and literature, with minors in German, Spanish, and psycholo-

gy.  She attended Columbia University graduate school, studying French and Romance language philology.  

She began her teaching career in New York City, finally teaching in California for 27 years in the same district.  

She taught junior high and senior high for a total of 41 years.  She still connects with students going back to 

1963 in her first school.  

  

When her daughter and her family bought a home in Eugene three years ago, Valerie began thinking about 

moving here to be closer to them.  Once she made the decision to relocate, everything moved very quickly.  

All the dominoes fell beautifully.  Within three weeks, she sold her home and bought a home in Eugene, four 

blocks from Emmaus!  She visited other churches in the area, but on her second visit to Emmaus, she could 

see that she had found her new church family.  Valerie said, “This was a place full of energy and joy and ac-

tivity.” 

 

Valerie enjoys reading, knitting, sewing, music, French “stuff,” and her grandsons.  She helps two afternoons a 

week in her grandson’s second grade classroom.  While living in California, she read weekly to two MS pa-

tients in a convalescent hospital for four years.  She says, “I miss my times with them.  I would like to fill that void 

in my life.  Please let me know if I can be of service to someone.  My life is truly blessed in so many ways.” We 

at Emmaus are truly blessed that Valerie has chosen to become a part of our faith community.    

Calling All Campers! 
 

Summer 2019 camp registration for Camp Lutherwood Oregon is open. Register on the website 

(lutherwoodoregon.org) now! Week long camps are available for youth entering 1st through 12th grade, two 

mini-camps are available for younger kids, and adults of all ages are invited to join Family Camps and Wom-

en’s Retreat.  

 

Scholarships are available from the Emmaus Women. In order to receive a scholarship, please talk with Pastor 

Rachel before you register. We have a special congregational code with which we can make scholarship 

payments. 

Camp Lutherwood 

http://lutherwoodoregon.org/


 

5 

Camp Lutherwood 

Greetings from Camp Lutherwood Oregon! 

  

Work Days! 
Many of you have asked how you can help camp, and we need you 

now more than ever! We will be offering two work days this May to 

prepare our site for the summer months. Join us on May 4th and May 

25th from 9AM-3PM. Both days will include a delicious lunch provided 

by our camp cook and projects like gardening, painting, clearing 

trails and more! All ages and skills levels are welcome to come help make camp looks its best for our 60th summer. 

Please RSVP to the camp office at 541-998-6444 oroffice@lutherwoodoregon.org 

  

Summer 2019: Life Together 
We are more excited than ever for our 2019 summer program. We have camps for all ages, such as sports camp, 

art camp and family camp. Join us as we celebrate our 60th summer of discovering caring and affirming relation-

ships with God, others, self and the natural world. 

   

2019 Summer Camp Nurse: 
One of the ways we ensure people enjoy camp is by keeping them safe and healthy, but we cannot do that 

without our camp nurse! If you or someone you know is a nurse looking for a summer position, please contact 

Charlotte at charlottet@lutherwoodoregon.org and check out our website for applications and more infor-

mation. 
  

Weekly Volunteers: 
Every Tuesday, volunteers come to camp to assist our Site and Facilities Manager with projects around camp. 

Camp Lutherwood is so grateful to those who already come out, but we are always looking for more willing 

hands! If you are interested in volunteering with Lutherwood, contact Tom attom@lutherwoodoregon.org. 

 

Harvest Festival 2019 
Save the date for Camp Lutherwood Oregon's biggest fundraiser of the year on Sunday, September 29, 2019 at 

Camp Lutherwood. You won't want to miss our 6th annual event and celebration of 60 years of ministry at camp. 

Tickets on sale beginning July 1.  

  

How you can help post-fire: 
  

Matching Gift: 
We have a generous donor who is willing to match any gift made until May 16th up to $100,000 to help us restore 

operations as quickly as possible. You can make a donation on our website lutherwoodoregon.org. 

  

Wish List: 
Many of you have offered to donate items to us, and we are so grateful. Please stay tuned for our wish list which 

will be found on our website in the next few weeks.  

  

  

If you have any questions, contact the office (541) 998-6444 or office@lutherwoodoregon.org. Please be sure to 

update us with any new contact information and check out our website and social media so you can stay up to 

date on all that is happening at camp. Thank you for supporting us during this difficult time. We are determined to 

move forward with hope and continue serving all our guests. 

mailto:office@lutherwoodoregon.org
mailto:charlottet@lutherwoodoregon.org
mailto:tom@lutherwoodoregon.org
http://lutherwoodoregon.org/
mailto:office@lutherwoodoregon.org
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Emmaus Women 

Women of Emmaus 
The Women of Emmaus will be holding a joint meeting of Mary and Naomi Circles in the Fellowship 

Hall   Saturday, May 18, at 9:30 a.m.  Please note that ALL women of Emmaus are invited to attend this 

meeting or any meeting of either Circle. 

 

The two major items of business deal with the mission budget for 2020 and the upcoming bazaar in Novem-

ber.  A good deal of discussion has been occurring regarding the funding of the global missions and the 

local missions.  The organizations that have received our funds have remained fairly consistent over the past 

several years.  This meeting will give us the opportunity to re-evaluate where we want our monies to go. 

 

The Bazaar is the main source of funds available to the Women of Emmaus.  The past several years, the Ba-

zaar has earned between $5500 and $6000 a year and about $3800 of that has gone to various mis-

sions.  During each year, additional funds have been forwarded to needs as they have arisen - e.g. the 

$3000 for the sound system this year and in 2018 an additional $1400 was used to support painting of the 

church, Camp Lutherwood, Hosea House, LWR shipping fund, and St. Vincent’s Youth House.  Because the 

Bazaar is the primary source of funding for the Women it is important that it be a successful event.  So, plans 

for the bazaar will be one of our agenda items on the 18th. 

 

Please put this important meeting on your calendar - May 18th at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Dear Emmaus Women, 

 

Thank you for your generous gift of $250 to the Interfaith Breakfast Ministries in which we, Church of the Resur-

rection, are the leadership for the 2nd Sunday of each month.  Your  gift is so needed in order to purchase the 

food required to be able to prepare the breakfast for approximately 275 folks.  These are people who truly ap-

preciate the volunteer work to provide a warm health meal. 

 

Your gift does not go un-noticed! We have so appreciated your donations over the years.  You may also go to 

First Christian Church’s website to access the sig-up page for volunteers who may wish to participate in the 

weekly breakfast. 

 

Thank you again, 

Christine Emmes COR Breakfast Lead 

 

*Please note that this is another way the Bazaar funds help the community! 

Region 1 Gathering 
Attention Ladies.  The Region 1 Gathering for Alaska, Washington, Idaho, Montana and Oregon will be held 

June 22 in Hillsboro, OR at the Embassy Suites by Hilton.  Author of Sensible Shoes Sharon G. Brown will be the 

presenter at the gathering.  The theme is Your Faith Journey!  The four book series follows four characters as 

they work to discover God's plan for them and develop relationships with each other.  Further information is 

posted on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall along with a copy of the registration forms.  One form is for 

the Gathering, the other is for the Oregon Synodical Convention to be held on Friday, June 21.  Contact Merry 

Burbank for any questions. 
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Small Group Schedule 
Come and meet new friends and get reacquainted with old ones. There is something for everyone. 
 

Emmaus Quilters: Tuesdays at 9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall 

Elva’s Raiders: Wednesdays at 8:30 am  

Bible Study: Wednesdays at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall 

Emmaus Choir: Wednesdays at 7:15 pm in the Sanctuary 

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study: Saturday, May 4 at 8:30 am 

Naomi Circle: Thursday, May 9, 9:30 am in the church library 

Mary Circle: Thursday, May 9, 5:30 pm at the home of Pat Anderson. 

2345’s Group:  Date and time TBD 

Motorcycle Ride:  Saturday, May 18 at 1:00 pm.  Meet at Emmaus. 

Whiskey & Theology: Thursday, May 30 at 7:00 pm, at the home of Dan & Cathy Smith. 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry 
It is always a good time to knit or crochet an expression of our love and faith. Prayer shawls 

can be given to anyone we know who could use one. They don't need to be a member 

of the congregation. The cupboard is above the mailboxes and contains directions and a 

clipboard to record our giving. 

Serving & Lutheran World Relief Update 

Flat Sheets Needed 
The quilters would be very happy to receive any gently used flat sheets of any size that you no longer need.  

They are used for backs and sometimes tops of quilts for the Eugene Mission, Lutheran World Relief and other 

local shelters. 
 

Small Groups 

Attention Ever-Young Seniors (all retired folk)   
We are combining our April and May gatherings for Cinco de Mayo, a festive time 

for food and entertainment, on Friday, May 3.  Potluck lunch will begin at 11:45 in 

Elgaard Fellowship Hall.  Bring a favorite Mexican dish (or any other) and join 

us.   Mexican clothing is also appropriate but not required.  We will enjoy music 

and dance by Taller de Son Jarcho.  Don't miss out on the fun!! 

Lutheran World Relief 
A huge thank you to all our church members.  We donated 73 quilts, 12 blankets, 110 Personal Care Kits and 9 

pounds of soap to Lutheran World Relief for the Spring 2019 Ingathering.  We sent $93.45 to contribute to the 

shipping for 445 pounds of these goods.  Members donated an additional $205 toward the cost of shipping 

these items to their final destinations.   

 

Back to School Sales will begin in just a couple more months.  At the end of July, we'll begin collecting note 

books, boxes of crayons, blunt school scissors, rulers with both inches and centimeters, pencils sharpeners, and 

2" school erasers.  It's never too early to start watching for sales of these items. 
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*80 and over 

**90 and over 

Giving Update 

May Birthdays 

FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF MARCH 31, 2019 

2019 budgeted expenses 262,604.00 

2019 actual income 69,020.86 

2019 actual expenses -64,228.20 

Difference between actual 2019 income and actual expenses 4,792.66 

Prayer List 

Joanna Palmer 5/4 

Diane Giles 5/6 

Jeanette Rydbrink 5/8 

Brent Johnson 5/8 

Kris Stark 5/12 

Justin Adcock 5/12 

Connie Stenger 5/13 

Emmy Ehlers** 5/16 

Bob Johnson 5/19 

Linda Henry 5/19 

Jane Batterson 5/19 

Lisa Vaughan 5/23 

Dorraine Gerlitz* 5/29 

Suzanne Cavanagh 5/31 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

 

Geoff Arsenault, Lucas (son of Kris Barker), Mike Barnes, Helen Berg, Gloria (Marge Churchill’s daughter), David 

Crane (nephew of Carolyn Bauder & Judy Kopperman), Mitchel Card (Nola Baird’s grandson), Frances Durbin, 

Georg Jaschek, Bill Jones, Marty Knight, Wanda Larson, Myra (Lori Nicklin's sister), James Petersen (son of Ruth 

Nyegaard), David and Helen Peterson (nephew and sister of Elaine Herbison), David Schmitz (son of Larry & Don-

na), Anna (Kristi Wilde's cousin). 

 

Homebound: Marge Churchill, Linda Jacobson, LaVonna Nordstrom 
 

Death:  The friends and family of Bob Bower 
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Worship 

May Worship Assistants 

Date Lector Communion 

Assistants 

Acolyte Ushers Greeters 

May 5 Valerie Sachs Larry Schmitz 

Merry Burbank 

Jackie Barbour 

Loran Burbank Diane Palmer 

Steve Paler 

Lester Pohll 

Brad Swank 

May 12 Merry Burbank Larry Schmitz 

Peter Kugler 

Sarah Palmer Jay Knight 

Ken Rydbrink 

Lester Pohll 

Marty Knight 

May 19 Ted Anderson Merry Burbank 

Gerry Stolp 

Heidi Stolp 

Loran Burbank Eric Carlson Lester Pohll 

May 26 Bert Toepel Peter Kugler 

Lori Kugler 

Volunteer needed Dave Frosaker 

Deena Frosaker 

Lester Pohll 

Marilyn Deaton 

Date Coffee Fellowship Flowers Children’s Table 

May 5 Evelyn & Brad Swank Nancy Shapiro 

Andrea Olson 

Kathleen kerr 

May 12 Dave & Deena Frosaker Volunteer needed Joanna Palmer 

May 19 Congregational Meeting & JJF 

Lunch 

Volunteer needed Peter & Lori Kugler 

May 26 Jeanne Hubbard 

Marilyn Deaton 

Volunteer needed Volunteer needed 

Sundays, 9:30 am  

Family Worship  

W/ Communion 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

 

Emmaus Lutheran church  

united in response to grace, 

empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

serving the Lord with gladness. 

Emmaus is a Reconciling 

in Christ congregation 

Pastor:  Rachel Langford                  (cell)    563-940-0023 

 Email: pastor@emmauseugene.org 
 

Pastoral Associate: Andrew Langford                              (cell)    512-736-1515 

 Email:  pastoralassociate@emmauseugene.org 
 

Office Manager: Lorie Leighter    (home)  541-681-9315 

 Email:  office@emmauseugene.org 

 

Musician:  Dan Smith         (cell)   541-972-3117 

 Email: musician@emmauseugene.org  

 

Choir Director:  Brent Anderson      (cell)    541-521-3098 

 Email: brenthanderson@msn.com 
 

Custodians: Eric Carlson, Kris Jennings, Donovan Carlson 

Church Leadership and Staff 

EMMAUS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1250 West 18th Avenue 

Eugene, OR 97402 

Email: office@emmauseugene.org  Phone: (541) 344-1150  Web: www.emmauseugene.org 

Office Hours: Monday—Friday 9:00 am—1:00 pm 

Congregation Council: 

Kristi Wilde, President 

Cheryl Adcock, Vice President 

Linda Henry, Secretary 

Eric Carlson, Learning Ministry 

Peter Kugler, Service Ministry 

Brent Johnson, Support Ministry 

Cathy Smith, Witness Ministry 

Heidi Stolp, Worship Ministry 

 


