
 

  

Emmaus Lutheran Church 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

March 2019 

Lenten Schedule 
Join us for Ash Wednesday worship tonight at 6:30 pm. 
 
Mid-day Lenten services will be held at 11:30 am in the Sanctuary Chapel and 
will begin Wednesday, March 13th. Soup lunch will not be served following 
mid-day services. 
 
Lenten soup suppers begin on Wednesday, March 13 at 5:30 pm followed with 
worship at 6:30 pm.  Please sign up in the Gathering Place to provide soup for 
the Wednesdays of Lent.   
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From Pastor Rachel and Andrew 
 

 With the advent of March, Lent is right around the corner. This is a time when 
we ready ourselves for the magnificent self-sacrifice of Jesus on the cross and 
prepare our hearts and minds to receive the good news of the resurrection. 
This is a time of self-discipline and reflection, during which it is customary to be 

intentional with a particular practice or discipline. Some people abstain from some kind of food or drink, while 
others add a practice of mercy or devotion. Either way, the goal is to focus one’s heart and attention on the 
upcoming marvels of Good Friday and Easter. In short, this is a time for us to “Open Our Hearts,” our theme for 
this year. 

 
No matter what practices you adopt during this season, one particular discipline we want to encour-

age is the discipline of listening—listening, in particular, to voices that are often not heard within church walls. 
By developing a special adult forum series for the Lenten season, our prayer is that we will be shaped by the 
discipline of listening and hearing what others have to say. The voices not often heard in Christian spaces are 
many, and our selection is merely a representative sample. They will include the voices of the formerly home-
less, those underserved by the medical system, migrants and refugees, and those made to endure anti-
Semitism. By listening to speakers, who represent a diversity of perspectives, we have the opportunity to reex-
amine our own positions and unwitting biases and to identify more strongly and directly with those who seem 
different from us.  

 
Following a series of four speakers, we will have the opportunity to extend our practice of listening to 

one another during “neighborhood meetings.” On April 7th we will gather after church in small groups, orga-
nized around which neighborhoods we live in, to review our strategic plan. We will have the opportunity to 
listen to one another as we discuss what is important to us in our mission and life together. 

 
Celebrating and exercising the discipline of listening is an apt way to mark the Lenten season because 

listening readies us to appreciate in new ways the central symbols of our faith tradition — the cross and the 
empty tomb. Only by attending to new and different voices, and listening to one another, can we gain new 
and different perspectives on the things that matter most. 
 

Ministry Life 

 

A very huge THANK YOU to those who shoveled the snow to clear the sidewalks and 
the whole parking lot: the Adcock/Barnes family & relatives, Brent Anderson, Jacque Co-
rey, Elva Duvall, Mary Hamilton, Brent & Ginnie Johnson, Peter & Lori Kugler, Pastor Rachel 
& Andrew Langford, Steve Palmer, Ulhorn/ShelterCare staff. 
 

Another huge THANK YOU to Miriam Jaschek and the Women of the Church for their 
wonderful ministry of providing receptions for memorial services. We appreciate your dedi-
cation to this important ministry! 
 

A final huge THANK YOU to Brent Johnson, the Raiders, and the support ministry for 
their incredible work these past few months. You have moved mountains to get our new 
facility project going and have taken such good care of our building in the meantime! 
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Small Group Schedule 
Come and meet new friends and get reacquainted with old ones. There is something for everyone. 
 

Emmaus Quilters: Tuesdays at 9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall 

Elva’s Raiders: Wednesdays at 8:30 am  

Bible Study: Wednesdays at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall 

Emmaus Choir: Wednesdays at 7:15 pm in the Sanctuary 

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study: Saturday, March 9 at 8:30 am 

Naomi Circle: Thursday, March 14, 9:30 am in the church library 

Mary Circle: Thursday, March 14, 5:30 pm at the home of Linda Henry 

2345:  Saturday, March 23, 7:00 pm, home of Brent & Ginnie Johnson 

Whiskey & Theology: Thursday, March 28 at 7:00 pm at the home of Brent & Ginnie Johnson 

Adult Forums in March 
 
 

March 10: Life Change Program – Nate Mart is the Director of the Life Change Program at the Eugene Mission, 
and Jeff Helseth is a recent graduate of the program. 

 
March 17: Volunteers in Medicine Clinic – DeLeesa Meashintubby is the Executive Director of the Volunteers in 

Medicine Clinic of Lane County. 
 
March 24: Border Work & Immigration – Pastor Rachel has worked with the humanitarian organization No More 

Deaths in Tucson, Arizona. 
 
March 31: Antisemitism – Rabbi Ruhi Sofia Rubenstein is the Rabbi of Temple Beth Israel in Eugene. 

Small Groups 

Ever-Young Seniors 
In lieu of the regular potluck lunch and program for March, Ever-Young Seniors will 
enjoy an afternoon at the theater. On Sunday, March 31, at 2:00 p.m. the Very Little 
Theatre’s production of “Hello Dolly.”  This musical, which opened on Broadway in 
1964, starred Carol Channing and is set in and around Yonkers and New York City.  In 
addition to the title song, “Hello Dolly,” it features such songs as “Put Your Sunday 
Clothes On” and “Before the Parade Passes By.”  We will return to the church follow-
ing the show for a light dinner and fellowship. 
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Serving 

Join the fun for our annual St. Patrick's Day Bunco Bash!  This inter-
generational event takes place on Friday, March 15.  We begin at 5:30 
with a potluck so please bring your favorite green food.  The fun will con-
tinue until all the fabulous prizes are distributed! 

Interfaith Emergency Shelter-The Annex  
One last thanks to all the intrepid volunteers who staffed SVdP's First Place Annex during the week of Feb.4.  In 
spite of it being a new venue for us, the week went very smoothly. This included Marilyn Deaton's heroic ef-
forts at estimating the amounts of food needed (and gathering it!), her multiple helpers in the kitchen, dessert 
contributors, congregation members who socialized after dinner and the early birds who served breakfast. 
Last, but not least, thanks to Jeannie Hubbard and her crew who gave Marilyn a break and finished out our 
week with Sunday night's dinner preparation. In all, there were 75 separate tasks undertaken by 42 plus peo-
ple.  We can be proud of our part in the inaugural season for this new community resource.     

Small Groups 

Thrivent Action Teams 
       ~Loran Burbank 
 

Thrivent is a financial organization that provides insurance and retirement planning. Because Thrivent is a non-profit 
company, it must give excess money back to the community.  Thrivent does this by promoting programs that foster 
volunteerism and community service. One of these programs encourages service through Thrivent Action Teams.  
An action team is a group of people who perform a service, or collect funds for the community.  A Thrivent action 
grant consists of seed money given by the Thrivent organization in the form of a debit card in the amount of $250. 
This is used for your service project or fund raiser.  To qualify for these funds, a Thrivent member must apply for the 
debit card and establish a team of volunteers to participate in the project.  Application for the funds is made by 
going to the Thrivent website and logging in.  If you are a Thrivent member, but haven't established an account, you 
must do this first. Once on the website, choose “my Thrivent” at the top of the page, and select “apply for a Thrivent 
Action Team”; then select "apply now".  This will take you to the application page.  The rest is just a matter of filling in 
the boxes, and submitting the application. If you have questions, please contact Loran Burbank or Diane Palmer. 
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Serving 

Hearing the Cries for Justice is a regional summit to equip people of faith and goodwill to support their neigh-
bors impacted by the legal system. This one-and-a-half day event will bring together “experts” in the field—
including those with lived experience, alongside professionals—to share opportunities for people of faith to 
help change hearts, minds and society itself. Over a series of summits held in different corners of the state—
starting in Eugene—we will connect people locally to build up the movement for justice. 
 
On Friday evening, a screening of the documentary film “Thirteenth” by Ava duVernay will be held at First Unit-
ed Methodist Church, followed by discussion. This event is open to the public and included in your registration 
for the summit. 
 
On Saturday, our focus will be equipping faith communities for the work of serving people impacted by the 
justice system. Two tracks of emphasis will offer training in prison reentry mentorship and public policy advoca-
cy. There will also be ample time for networking among faith communities already serving this population. 
Together, we will shape a vision where Oregon’s faith communities are called to engage with the justice sys-
tem and those impacted by it. Join us! Please register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hearing-the-cries-for-
justice-eugene-2019-tickets-53819262864. 
 
 
Schedule: 
 
Friday, March 22 
 
6:00—8:30 pm:  Screening of documentary “Thirteenth” by Ava duVernay 
 
Saturday, March 23 
 
8:15—9:00 am: Registration/Check-in 
 
9:00—10:30 am:  Welcome / Plenary 
 
10:45—11:45 am: Morning Break-out Training Session (participants will choose one track for their focus: 

· Mentoring and Supporting People After Prison 
· Advocating Public Policy for Justice Reform 

 
12:00 noon—12:45 pm: Lunch Provided 
 
1:00—1:30 pm:  Communities in Action networking 
 
1:45—3:15 pm: Afternoon Break-out Training 
 
3:30—4:30 pm:  Closing Plenary 

March 22 @ 6:00 pm - March 23 @ 4:30 pm  
 
First United Methodist Church  
1376 Olive St.  
Eugene, OR 97401  
 
Cost: Free—$25 
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The Prayer Shawl Ministry 
It is always a good time to knit or crochet an expression of our love and faith. Prayer shawls 
can be given to anyone we know who could use one. They don't need to be a member 
of the congregation. The cupboard is above the mailboxes and contains directions and a 
clipboard to record our giving. 

Thank you 
 
We were able to give $227.09 to the Eugene Mission from the Souper Bowl of Caring donations! 

Prayer Chain 
Jackie Barbour will be the new Prayer Chain coordinator.  Please send prayer requests to Jackie at 
 jackbar6@hotmail.com 

Serving 

Flat Sheets Needed 
The quilters would be very happy to receive any gently used flat sheets of any size that you no longer need.  
They are used for backs and sometimes tops of quilts for the Eugene Mission, Lutheran World Relief and other 
local shelters. 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 
Our next blood drive will be held on May 5th. More information to come as it gets closer! 

Mark Your Calendars! 
 
On April 7th, we will be holding "neighborhood" meetings, in 
which we explore our strategic plan and brainstorm about our 
priorities for ministry going forward. We will form discussion 
groups based on our geographical locations around Eugene, 
Springfield, and the surrounding areas. These meetings will be 
immediately after the service. Coffee and snacks will be pro-
vided.  
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Youth 

Donate Your Cans! 
Remember that you can bring in your cans and bottles to donate to the Em-
maus Youth Program. There is a wooden receptacle along the back wall of the 
kitchen. Simply bring your cans and bottles that qualify for a refund and we’ll 
do the rest. Please talk with Delbert if you have any questions. 

Joint High School Youth Group and Events 
 

Youth  group continues in the new year with United Lutheran and Central Lutheran.  We will be meeting next at 6:00 
pm on Wednesday, March 13, at United for games and community building time.  
 

Other events to note:  
 

March 17: High School Youth Mission Trip gathering (with pizza) will be at United Lutheran at 1:00 pm. 

 

For more information, please contact Pastor Rachel at pastor@emmauseugene.org. 

Middle & High School Youth Lock-In will be Friday, March 15 after Bunco night.  

Come when you can.  Bring games, snacks and movies to share.  Please contact Pastor Rachel 
(pastor@emmauseugene.org) for more information.  

When: June 24th to June 28 from 9:00 am—12:00 Noon  
            Pre-k, with all day option from 9:00 am—3:00 pm Kindergarten to 5th grade 
            Friday will be from 9:00 am—12:00 Noon for all students.  
 
Where: At Central Lutheran Church, 1857 Potter St, Eugene, OR 97403  
 
Cost: A suggested donation of $20 for half day participants and $40 for full day  
          participants with a cap of $80 per family.  
 
Hosted by Central, Emmaus, and United Lutheran Churches  
 
Registration forms will be available soon in your church office. Contact Pastor Rachel 
at pastor@emmauseugene.org with questions. 
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Member Spotlight 

Caleb Chung 
~Pat Cook 

 
Caleb Chung is one of the newest members of the Emmaus congregation, having 
joined in October of last year.  He is the son of parents who immigrated from Korea 
many years ago. He is a native Eugenean, who was born 24 years ago at Sacred Heart 
Hospital.  He grew up in the company of his mother and elder cousin who played the 
role of brother, father and mentor.  Caleb’s father is a retired pastor of the Korean Pres-
byterian Church, and his mother is a desk clerk for the United States Postal Service. 
 
Caleb attended Churchill High School and received his diploma from Eugene Educa-

tion Options.  He sampled courses at Lane Community College, but “it never quite took hold of me.”  He is 
currently seeking employment before higher education.  He most often works on assorted assignments for Ex-
press Employment Professionals, a job broker. He worked for two wildfire contract seasons with Dust Busters 
Plus LLC, but he is taking this year to stay around and work in town. Next year, he plans to start working for 
North Pacific Forestry. 
 
 Having pretty much been church-hopping his entire life, except for a longer period going to a place called 
the Lighthouse Temple, Caleb had never attended high church (or really, any church that could properly be 
described as liturgical) until fairly recently.  He says, “In the course of my going about town and reading, I at-
tended Bethesda Lutheran Church for a stint, and I liked that very much. When I moved across town, Emmaus 
was a most natural choice.” 
 
In attempting to get acquainted with the various groups that Emmaus has to offer, he so far has attended the 
2345 Group, Men’s Breakfast Bible Study, and one of the Wednesday evening Advent Worship offerings, in 
addition to Sunday morning worship.  Caleb states that he used to be an avid video gamer and enjoys the 
big three classical epics, Iliad, Odyssey, and Aeneid.  He considers history a wonderful subject.  
 
Caleb says, “I'm heartily glad to be counted a part of this fine congregation.”  We, too, are very happy to 
have him as a part of our church family! 

Joyous Journey of Faith Project Updates 
 
Our new mortgage with Thrivent was approved with an interest rate of 4.35%. This is an excellent rate that re-
flects our history of on-time and extra payments, steady giving from our members, and Thrivent’s sense of the 
health of our congregation.  
 
Our new hearing loops were installed in both the sanctuary and fellowship hall. The loop in the sanctuary is up 
and running. We are waiting for another piece of equipment for the loop in the fellowship hall to be fully func-
tional. Thanks again to the Women of Emmaus and the Emmaus Foundation for allocating funds to this im-
portant project! 
 
Evergreen Roofing has been selected to carry out our roofing project. We are hoping this project will be 
scheduled for late spring or early summer.  
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Use this QR code or the link below to give  
 to Emmaus electronically! 
 
  https://emmauseugene.org/donate/ 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Thrivent members chose to direct Choice Dollars® to more than 40,000 churches, schools and other nonprofits, 
including Emmaus Lutheran Church, through Thrivent Choice®. The Thrivent Choice program helps members 
of Thrivent Financial make a positive impact in their communities. Based on member recommendations, Em-
maus Lutheran Church received $851.00 so far this year in charitable outreach funding. Thrivent Choice Dollars 
support Emmaus Quilt Makers and Youth. Your choice means a lot to us! See instructions below or call 800-847-
4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt 

 
2018 CHOICE DOLLARS EXPIRE ON MARCH 31, 2019!  
 

How to designate your Thrivent Choice Dollars: 
1. Visit thrivent.com/thriventchoice 
2. Scroll down and click "get started," and then "how do I direct my designated dollars" 
3. Log in to Thrivent and then look for "your choice dollars to direct, on the right" 
4. Search the catalog of organization and select Emmaus Lutheran Church 
5. Click Direct Now!  

Ways to Give 

LOOKING FOR A POWERFUL WAY TO USE YOUR IRA? WITH TAX BENEFITS? 
If you’re 70 ½ or older, you may be able to give your IRA assets and required minimum distributions to support your fa-
vorite charities and causes. And you may still receive tax benefits from your donations, even if you don’t itemize de-
ductions under the new tax law. 
 
The Pension Protection Act of 2006 included a provision permitting individuals to distribute up to $100,000 per year from 
an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) directly to a qualifying charity. In doing so, you do not recognize assets trans-
ferred to the qualifying charity as income for federal tax purposes, all while meeting your Required Minimum Distribu-
tion (RMD) obligation. This is known as a “Qualified Charitable Distribution”. The IRA owner must be 70 ½ or older at the 
time of the distribution and the distribution must be made directly to the charity.   
 
If this interests you, we should talk. Together with InFaith Community Foundation, we can use your IRA assets to create 
a charitable fund that supports your favorite charities. Or I can help you make a direct gift to your church or a favorite 
charity.  
 
Please contact Richard Brathovde, MBA, CFP®, ChFC®, RICP®, or Tina Barthlow, ChFC®, CLTC®, FIC, from Thrivent Fi-
nancial, 1700 Valley River Drive, Suite 400, Eugene, OR. 97401, phone 541-741-1999 to arrange a no-cost, no-obligation 
opportunity to learn more. We’re here to help make sense of your charitable options and create a plan that matches 
your interests and circumstances. 
 
InFaith Community Foundation, Thrivent and its financial professionals do not provide legal, accounting, or tax advice. 
Consult your attorney or tax professional. InFaith Community Foundation is a public charity that serves individuals, or-
ganizations and the community through charitable planning, donor advised funds and endowments. InFaith works col-
laboratively with Thrivent and its financial professionals. 
   

         
 
2177429-071718 
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*80 and over 
**90 and over 

Giving Update 

March Birthdays 

Willard Grabofsky 3/2 

Susan Harlow 3/2 

Alycia Thatcher 3/3 

Kris Barker 3/5 

Mary Johnson 3/8 

Kathryn Toepel 3/10 

Joan Golbek 3/13 

John Trunnell 3/15 

Marlene Duvall* 3/16 

Dave Paulson 3/20 

Darian Wilde 3/21 

Jasmine Burbank 3/23 

Pat Arts 3/24 

Claire Marcus 3/24 

Delbert Schlueter* 3/27 

Joe Cavanagh 3/31 

Brent Anderson 3/31 

FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF JANUARY 31, 2019 

2019 budgeted expenses 262,604.00 

2019 actual income 20,555.98 

2019 actual expenses -20,704.87 

Difference between actual 2018 income and actual expenses -148.89 
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Worship 

Sundays, 9:30 am Family Worship with Holy Communion 

March Worship Assistants 

Date Lector Communion 

Assistants 

Acolyte Ushers Greeters 

March 3 Merry Burbank Larry Schmitz 

Gerry Stolp 

Heidi Stolp 

Diane Neet Dave & Deena 
Frosaker 

Lester Pohll 

 

March 10 Edla Johnson Merry Burbank 

Deanna Berglund 

Marilyn Deaton 

Sarah Palmer Steve & Diane 
Palmer 

Lester Pohll 

Eric Carlson 

 

March 17 Kathleen Kerr Judy Koppermann 

Larry Schmitz 

Eila Macdonald 

Munashe Mambira Jay Knight 

Linda Henry 

Lester Pohll 

 

March 24 Merry Burbank Jim Henry 

Diane Neet 

Dorraine Gerlitz 

Loran Burbank Ken Rydbrink 

Elva Duvall 

Lester Pohll 

 

March 31 Valerie Sacks Merry Burbank 

Diane Neet 

Marilyn Deaton 

Loran Burbank Herb Koppermann 

Linda Henry 

Lester Pohll 

Date Children’s Table 

March 3 Maya Scott 

March 10 Cathy Smith 

Constance Anderson & Dillon 

March 17 Kathleen Kerr 

March 24 Maya Scott 

Flowers 

Sue Barnes Memorial 

Lent—No Flowers 

Lent—No Flowers 

Lent—No Flowers 

Coffee Fellowship 

The Palmers 

Katie Craven 

Jeanne Hubbard 

Nanci Strickland 

Jana Bauder 

Tove Hall 

Edla Johnson 

March 31 Bert & Mildred Toepel Lent—No Flowers  



 

13 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Emmaus Lutheran church  
united in response to grace, 

empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
serving the Lord with gladness. 

Emmaus is a Reconciling in Christ 
congregation 

Pastor:  Rachel Langford                  (cell)    563-940-0023 
 Email: pastor@emmauseugene.org 
 
Pastoral Associate: Andrew Langford                              (cell)    512-736-1515 
 Email:  pastoralassociate@emmauseugene.org 
 
Office Manager: Lorie Leighter    (home)  541-681-9315 
 Email:  office@emmauseugene.org 
 
Musician:  Dan Smith         (cell)   541-972-3117 
 Email: musician@emmauseugene.org  
 
Choir Director:  Brent Anderson      (cell)    541-521-3098 
 Email: brenthanderson@msn.com 
 
Custodians: Eric Carlson, Kris Jennings, Donovan Carlson 

Church Leadership and Staff 

EMMAUS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1250 West 18th Avenue 
Eugene, OR 97402 

Email: office@emmauseugene.org  Phone: (541) 344-1150  Web: www.emmauseugene.org 

Office Hours: Monday—Friday 9:00 am—1:00 pm 

Congregation Council: 

Kristi Wilde, President 

Cheryl Adcock, Vice President 

Linda Henry, Secretary 

Eric Carlson, Learning Ministry 

Peter Kugler, Service Ministry 

Brent Johnson, Support Ministry 

Cathy Smith, Witness Ministry 

Heidi Stolp, Worship Ministry 

 


