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Special thanks to all who helped make Advent and  

Christmas Eve such a special time. We are so grateful for  

all your hard work on behalf of Emmaus! 
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From Pastor Rachel and Andrew 
 

Several times in the last week, during worship in our sanctuary and on the high-
way from our car window, Rachel and I have looked up to the sky to see 
beautiful migrations in process. Aviary enthusiasts (and watchers of the 90s 
movie Mighty Ducks) will know that birds fly in specific formations, great v-
shapes sometimes linked with other flying v’s, to create a series of angular pat-

terns in the sky. Birds rotate in and out of the lead position to create aerodynamic advantages for the rest of the 
flock. But the important thing is that they work for the good of the whole. These birds form a community, a flock, 
for the sake of mutual support and survival. 

 

The Greek term for “community” is koinōnia, and derives from koinos, which as an adjective can mean 
“common” and as a noun can mean “partner.” As we reflect on this past year, 2018, we can’t help but feel an 
overwhelming sense of gratitude for the community that Emmaus is. To have such a phenomenal collective of 
“partners” in ministry, both to one another and to the broader Eugene community and the wider world, is an in-
credible gift. Emmaus and its members have seen ups and downs, hard times and good times over the past year, 
but the steady constant has been community, a willingness to rotate positions, to lend support and help, to alter-
nate taking the lead to create favorable flying conditions for all.  

 

It is anybody’s guess what 2019 will bring us. If 2018 is any indication, it will be a mixed bag. There will be joys and 
heartaches, difficulties and celebrations, birth and death. Through it all, however, Emmaus will continue to bear 
witness to God’s goodness. We’re so confident in this community’s consistent capacity for care and compassion 
that we’re willing to make a prediction: 2019 will be a year when Emmaus pulls together to resolve various chal-
lenges, to feed countless hungry people, to offer compassionate care in a thousand interactions, and to proclaim 
God’s word of love in Jesus Christ to untold numbers of people through acts of service and lives of faith. Ok, I 
guess we’re not exactly being Nostradamus in that prediction. But praise God that this community has rallied to-
gether in love and in mission with such consistency that such a “prediction” is even possible. We give God great 
thanks for each and every one of you, and look forward to a new year with you all. 

Ministry Life 

Special congregational meeting – Sunday, January 20, immediately following our ser-
vice.  We will be taking a vote on a critical facility issue.  During this special meeting, we will have a single item 
to consider – a facility proposal, with the roof at the heart of the discussion.  Our ‘15 year’ roof is now 18 years 
old.  Council has been carefully pursuing all options while working to minimize the extent of damage to our 
building. In the weeks leading up to this meeting, you should expect to see additional documentation on what 
we will propose.  information will be shared in a variety of ways, including written, email, and as always, oppor-
tunities to ask Council questions.  We welcome your inquiries and comments.   Most of all, on January 20th we 
need your presence as we ask for a vote on the solution.  Stay tuned for more.   
 
      ~Kristi Wilde, Council President. 
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Small Group Schedule 
Come and meet new friends and get reacquainted with old ones. There is something for everyone. 
 

Emmaus Quilters: Tuesdays at 9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall 

Elva’s Raiders: Wednesdays at 8:30 am  

Bible Study: Wednesdays at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall 

Emmaus Choir: Wednesdays at 7:15 pm in the Sanctuary 

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study: Saturday, January 5 at 8:30 am 

Naomi Circle: Thursday, January 10, 9:30 am in the church library 

Mary Circle: Thursday, January 10, 5:30 pm at the home of Katie Craven 

2345:  Saturday, January 19, 7:00 pm Location TBD 

Whiskey & Theology: Thursday, January 31, 7:00 pm 

 

EVER-YOUNG SENIORS TO WELCOME DAN SMITH 
Ever-Young Seniors are invited to come learn more about our Director of Worship Music, Dan Smith, who has 
come to us via East Africa and the Midwest. Dan will share his story with us as he talks about faith, family, and 
financial statements as they pertain to his work over the past 18 years as a finance leader.  He will describe his 
service as an ELCA Missionary in Tanzania, his passion for music, and his role as a nonprofit executive. Dan cur-
rently serves as Chief Financial Officer and Vice President of Finance and Administration at Holt International 
Adoption Agency.   
 
All retired folk are invited to join us on Friday, January 25, at 11:45 a.m. in Fellowship Hall for a potluck lunch 
preceding Dan’s presentation.  Please bring a favorite dish to share.  

Adult Forums in January 
 

January 6: Epiphany (Andrew) 
Epiphany revolves around the story of the mysterious magi who come from the east looking for the "King of the 
Jews." Who are these magi, why do they show up only in Matthew's Gospel, and what impact does their cam-
eo have on church tradition? Come join us on Epiphany Sunday for an adult forum dedicated exclusively to 
these questions.  
 
January 13: Birthday Bash Brunch 
Mark your calendars to attend our annual Birthday Bash Brunch on January 13 after worship.  Celebrate your 
special day with others who share your month.  Ham and beverages will be provided.  Please sign up at the in-
formation table in the Gathering Place to bring an egg dish, fruit, or pastry/bread. 
 
January 20: Special Congregation Meeting—Facilities 

January 27: Reconciling in Christ 
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Youth 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry 
It is always a good time to knit or crochet an expression of our love and faith. Prayer shawls 
can be given to anyone we know who could use one. They don't need to be a member 
of the congregation. The cupboard is above the mailboxes and contains directions and a 
clipboard to record our giving. 

Serving 

Donate Your Cans! 
Remember that you can bring in your cans and bottles to donate to the Em-
maus Youth Program. There is a wooden receptacle along the back wall of the 
kitchen. Simply bring your cans and bottles that qualify for a refund and we’ll 
do the rest. Please talk with Delbert if you have any questions. 

Joint High School Youth Group and Events 
 

Youth  group continues in the new year with United Lutheran and Central Lutheran.  We will be meeting next at 
6:00 pm on Wednesday, January 9th, at United for games and community building time.  
 

Other events to note:  
 

January 13th at 1:30: White Elephant party at United, all youth need to bring a wrapped white elephant 
gift (sillier the better). 
 
January 27th at 1:30: Group Mission trip meeting at United for all the youth who are planning to go on the 
mission trip. 
 
February 15-18th: Ski/Snow trip to Sunriver/Mt. Bachelor, organized by Central..  

 
For more information, please contact Pastor Rachel at pastor@emmauseugene.org. 

St. Vincent de Paul Food Drive Update 
We just wanted to take a moment to say thank you to the congregation for their support of the food drive for 
St. Vincent de Paul.  We collected 17 turkey/hams and at least half a barrel of food.  I know this is a busy time 
of year and we ask for a lot of donations to different organization.  We are always very grateful for all that this 
congregation does to support the needy in our community.   
 

     ~Peter Kugler and the Support Ministry 

Emmaus Youth Game Night!  
Middle school and high school youth are invited on Friday,  February 1st from 
6-9 pm for dinner and game night at the home of Brent & Ginnie Johnson. For 
more information or to RSVP, please contact Pastor Rachel 
(pastor@emmauseugene.org). 
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Use this QR code or the link below to give  
 to Emmaus electronically! 
 
 
  https://emmauseugene.org/donate/ 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Thrivent members chose to direct Choice Dollars® to more than 40,000 churches, schools and other nonprofits, 
including Emmaus Lutheran Church, through Thrivent Choice®. The Thrivent Choice program helps members 
of Thrivent Financial make a positive impact in their communities. Based on member recommendations, Em-
maus Lutheran Church received $851.00 so far this year in charitable outreach funding. Thrivent Choice Dollars 
support Emmaus Quilt Makers and Youth. Your choice means a lot to us!  
 
2018 CHOICE DOLLARS EXPIRE ON MARCH 31, 2019!  
 
How to designate your Thrivent Choice Dollars: 

1. Visit thrivent.com/thriventchoice 
2. Scroll down and click "get started," and then "how do I direct my designated dollars" 
3. Log in to Thrivent and then look for "your choice dollars to direct, on the right" 
4. Search the catalog of organization and select Emmaus Lutheran Church 
5. Click Direct Now!  

Ways to Give 

LOOKING FOR A POWERFUL WAY TO USE YOUR IRA? WITH TAX BENEFITS? 
If you’re 70 ½ or older, you may be able to give your IRA assets and required minimum distributions to support your fa-
vorite charities and causes. And you may still receive tax benefits from your donations, even if you don’t itemize de-
ductions under the new tax law. 
 
The Pension Protection Act of 2006 included a provision permitting individuals to distribute up to $100,000 per year from 
an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) directly to a qualifying charity. In doing so, you do not recognize assets trans-
ferred to the qualifying charity as income for federal tax purposes, all while meeting your Required Minimum Distribu-
tion (RMD) obligation. This is known as a “Qualified Charitable Distribution”. The IRA owner must be 70 ½ or older at the 
time of the distribution and the distribution must be made directly to the charity.   
 
If this interests you, we should talk. Together with InFaith Community Foundation, we can use your IRA assets to create 
a charitable fund that supports your favorite charities. Or I can help you make a direct gift to your church or a favorite 
charity.  
 
Please contact Richard Brathovde, MBA, CFP®, ChFC®, RICP®, or Tina Barthlow, ChFC®, CLTC®, FIC, from Thrivent Fi-
nancial, 1700 Valley River Drive, Suite 400, Eugene, OR. 97401, phone 541-741-1999 to arrange a no-cost, no-obligation 
opportunity to learn more. We’re here to help make sense of your charitable options and create a plan that matches 
your interests and circumstances. 
 
InFaith Community Foundation, Thrivent and its financial professionals do not provide legal, accounting, or tax advice. 
Consult your attorney or tax professional. InFaith Community Foundation is a public charity that serves individuals, or-
ganizations and the community through charitable planning, donor advised funds and endowments. InFaith works col-
laboratively with Thrivent and its financial professionals. 
   

         
 
2177429-071718 
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*80 and over 
**90 and over 

January Birthdays 

FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF November 30, 2018 

2018 budgeted expenses 251,433.00 

2018 actual income +207,267.20 

2018 actual expenses -208,847.97 

Difference between actual 2018 income and actual expenses -1,580.77 

 

 Holiday Office Hours 
 

New Year’s Eve, Monday, December 31: Office Closed 
 

New Year’s Day, Tuesday, January 1: Office Closed 

Bert Toepel** 1/18 

Bob Schoellhorn 1/19 

Elva Duvall 1/21 

Karen Warner 1/23 

Harriet Shultz* 1/26 

Dave Larson** 1/31 

Jana Bauder 1/31 

Katie Craven 1/2 

Evelyn Swank 1/4 

Mike Barnes 1/5 

Arne Berglund 1/9 

La Vonna Nordstrom 1/13 

Deena Frosaker 1/17 
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Worship 

Sundays, 9:30 am Family Worship with Holy Communion 

January Worship Assistants 

Date Lector Communion 

Assistants 

Acolyte Ushers Greeters 

January 6 Brent Johnson Steve Palmer 

Diane Palmer 

Judy Koppermann 

Diane Neet Dave & Deena 
Frosaker 

Lester Pohll 

Peter Kugler 

 

January 13 Arne Berglund Deanna Berglund 

Peter Kugler 

Lori Kugler 

Sarah Palmer Herb Koppermann 

Linda Henry 

Lester Pohll 

Peter Kugler 

 

January 20 Ted Anderson Judy Koppermann 

Jackie Barbour 

Sidsel Tompkins 

Diane Neet Ken Rydbrink 

Elva Duvall 

Lester Pohll 

Constance Ander-
son & Dillon  

 

January 27 Dave Paulson Jim Henry 

Deena Frosaker 

Dorraine Gerlitz 

Dave Frosaker Herb Koppermann 

Linda Henry 

Lester Pohll 

 

Date Children’s Table 

January 6 Constance Anderson 

January 13 Andrea Olson &  

Eila Macdonald 

January 20  

January 27  

Flowers 

 

 

 

 

Coffee Fellowship 

Marilyn Deaton 

Birthday Bash Brunch 

 

 

Wednesdays, 6:30 pm      Contemplative Worship, beginning January 9 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Emmaus Lutheran church  
united in response to grace, 

empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
serving the Lord with gladness. 

Emmaus is a Reconciling in Christ 
congregation 

Pastor:  Rachel Langford                  (cell)    563-940-0023 
 Email: pastor@emmauseugene.org 
 
Pastoral Associate: Andrew Langford                              (cell)    512-736-1515 
 Email:  pastoralassociate@emmauseugene.org 
 
Office Manager: Lorie Leighter    (home)  541-681-9315 
 Email:  office@emmauseugene.org 
 
Musician:  Dan Smith         (cell)   541-972-3117 
 Email: musician@emmauseugene.org  
 
Choir Director:  Brent Anderson      (cell)    541-521-3098 
 Email: brenthanderson@msn.com 
 
Custodians: Eric Carlson, Kris Jennings, Donovan Carlson 

Church Leadership and Staff 

EMMAUS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1250 West 18th Avenue 
Eugene, OR 97402 

Email: office@emmauseugene.org  Phone: (541) 344-1150  Web: www.emmauseugene.org 

Office Hours: Monday—Friday 9:00 am—1:00 pm 

Congregation Council: 

Kristi Wilde, President 

Cheryl Adcock, Vice President 

Linda Henry, Secretary 

Eric Carlson, Learning Ministry 

Peter Kugler, Service Ministry 

Brent Johnson, Support Ministry 

Cathy Smith, Witness Ministry 

Heidi Stolp, Worship Ministry 

 


