
A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 
 

Good Morning from Oregon, 
 

Come ‘B’ Refreshed is the theme of this issue of PNN.  It is also the theme of 

our 2014 Conference in Excelsior Springs, Missouri.  You will find several arti-

cles in this issue about our upcoming conference.  These include:   

 2014 JOINT ARMSS/POAMN CONFERENCE  - “Come ‘B’ Refreshed” 

by Michele Hendrix 

 SMALL CHURCH SCHOLARSHIPS TO POAMN 2014 ARE AVAILA-

BLE by Rev. June Begamy 

 DR. HENRY SIMMONS TO LEAD 2014 OAM CERTIFICATION 

COURSE by Jan McGilliard 

 ABC’s OF HEALTHY EATING by Mary Ann Johnson.  
 

This issue also contains several lengthy articles about older adults reaching out.  

These include:   

 GOLDEN CHARMERS by Bettye Dixie/ Huntsville, Alabama 

 GOLDEN CHARMERS HONOR GENEVA WRIGHT by Bettye Dixie/

Huntsville, Alabama 

 CLERGY AGAINST ALZHEIMER’S by Dr. Richard L. Morgan/ Pitts-

burg, Pennsylvania 

 CHAPLAIN ON TRACK! by Sandra Waldron/ Albany, Oregon  
 

PNN is your newsletter.  We need you to 

send us short notes about things you have 

done, and ideas that your group has found 

to work.  Many older adults are in our 

Congregations.  By the power of God, 

plus our faithfulness, and our warmth, we 

can reach out. 
 

Thanks be to God!  
 

Quentin Holmes / Marcola, OR  

 

 

 

“He did not say: You will not be troubled,  

you will not be belabored, you will not be disquieted;  

 but he said: you will not be overcome.” 

                                  - - Julian of Norwich 

 

“It is the nature of grace always to fill spaces that have been empty.” 

                                                                                               - - Goethe 
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POAMN PRESIDENT’S REFLECTION 
 

Come B Refreshed! 
 

“Education can counteract the natural tendency to do the wrong thing, but the inexorable 

succession of generations requires that the basis for this knowledge constantly be re-

freshed.”  - Garrett Harding 
 

The above quote and my thoughts about our October 2014 Conference fit so nicely with 

the meanings of “refresh”.  The meanings include: give new strength; energy to reinvig-

orate, reinvigorate, revise or update (skills or knowledge) i.e., short term course to re-

fresh your skills or self. 
 

The Elms Resort & Spa in Excelsior Springs, MO and the program for our time together October 14-17 cer-

tainly will provide the setting to do just what Garrett Harding suggested.  I’m taking the tack that 

“generations” to mean that each of us as followers of Jesus Christ will take the time to Come B Re-

freshed!!!  That is, reinvigorate ourselves to better address our own aging processes and help other generations 

learn from our experience. 
 

In rereading parts of Dr. Howard Thurman’s book, Footprints of A Dream: The Story of the Church for the 

Fellowship of All Peoples, the question posed by Dr. Thurman then was:  What might the Spirit of God be do-

ing in the hearts of men and women today?  What spirit of our age would God have us challenge?  What hopes 

kindled?   Yes, the issue at that moment was civil rights which is just as current today...and I’m suggesting that 

helping our society look at another “ism”...called “ageism” is something to consider. 
 

Bring a friend, relative, neighbor...and let us all Come B Refreshed.  Let's reinvigorate ourselves to find some 

answers to Dr. Thurman’s question.  Let’s share and refresh ourselves. 

 

Peace & Love,   

Helen 
 

 

CLERGY AGAINST ALZHEIMER’S 
by Rev. Dr. Richard L. Morgan, HR 

Redstone Highlands Retirement Community 
 

[Editor’s NOTE:  In mid-April, I received the following letter from Dr. Richard L. Morgan. I joined.  I share his 

letter with you because Alzheimer’s is a nasty disease that is sometimes called “the funeral that never ends.”] 
 

Hello Quentin: Since that wonderful POAMN Legacy Award ceremony, much has transpired.  I have become 

a Founder of a new advocacy group.   
 

CLERGY AGAINST ALZHEIMER’S AND RELATED DEMENTIAS.  We are an advocacy group for com-

passionate care for persons with AD and other dementias and their caregivers.  I enclose an attachment with 

goals and purposes of CA2.  We need 100 founders, and then we move on to members.  We now have 77 

founders and are near the goal.  I would love to see you involved as a non-clergy member!!  If you need further 

information you can contact our founder, Lynda Everman at ldeverman@icloud.net and sign up at the same 

address.  Both my mother and sister died after a hard struggle with dementia, so I have been involved for many 

years as a caregiver for persons with this disease --- I would appreciate it if you would put an announcement in 

your next issue --- By that time we will have reached 100 founders, but then we move on to add members.  No 

cost or meetings involved in CA2, but you will get (as founder) a magnificent list of persons across the county 

involved in this advocacy.  Thank you again for all you do for POAMN!  
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Helen Morrison 
POAMN President 
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2014 ARMSS/POAMN CONFERENCE 
by Michele Hendrix, POAMN President Elect  

 

 
 

Register now (www.poamn.org) for the 2014 JOINT ARMSS/POAMN CONFERENCE, COME B RE-

FRESHED coming this OCTOBER 14-17 at THE ELMS RESORT & SPA in Excelsior Springs, MO.  Key-

note Speaker Rev. Dr. Nancy Copeland-Payton covers the topic Coming into Wholeness, The Incredible Jour-

ney of the Second Half of Life.  A collage of scenes from last year’s conference is shown below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

(Continued on page 4) 
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The new Elms Resort & Spa offers a venue that uniquely blends yesterday with today.  Guests experience the 

charm of an historic retreat plus the many thoughtful amenities and services of a contemporary 4-star Hotel.  In 

its restored state, the Elms Resort & Spa offers a unique, pastoral setting in which to enjoy the ultimate in 

lodging comforts and convenient access to the Kansas City metropolitan area.   
 

It is a place to rest, relax, and renew.  The complex is surrounded by lushly planted acreage, with walking 

trails shaded by mature trees and flanked by stone walls in some areas.  A tennis court and ruins of a stone gar-

age are southwest of the hotel and are reached by a pedestrian bridge.  The Fishing River runs along the east-

ern edge of the property.  The old pump house now houses a gift shop. 
 

In nearby historic downtown Excelsior Springs, you will find shopping, 

art galleries, playhouse, restaurants, festivals, National Register Hall of 

Waters and more! 
 

Fall is one of the most beautiful times of the year.  The peak of fall color 

in Missouri usually occurs the second and third weeks of October.  Come 

early or stay over and enjoy beauty of the fall leaves in the rolling/hilly 

countryside and vast stretches of unspoiled scenery.  
 

POAMN offers partial scholarships to attend our conference.  Both first 

time attendee and small church scholarships are available. 
 

http://www.poamn.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/14-POAMN-First-Time-Attendee-Scholarship-Application.pdf 
 

http://www.poamn.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/14-POAMN-Small-Church-Scholarship-Application.pdf 

 

 

 

GOLDEN CHARMERS  
           by Bettye Dixie, Fellowship Presbyterian Church / Huntsville, AL  

 

Mayor Tommie Battle declared May 4, 2014, “Older Adult 

Sunday” (OAS) at Fellowship Presbyterian Church in Hunts-

ville, AL.  The weekend was focused on this group as well as 

other ages as the Golden Charmers presented a workshop on 

Saturday, May 3, and celebrated OAS the next day.  Rev. Dr. 

James Reese (right) and Robert Hay, Jr. (left) of the Ministry 

Relations Office for the Presbyterian Church (USA) Founda-

tion were guest presenters at the workshop.     Dr. Reese’s ser-

monette, “Don’t Spell Money with an I,” was based on the 

premise that everything...all we have...belongs to God; there-

fore, we are commanded to be good stewards of His resources, including money.  Mr. 

Hay detailed the many ways we can leave a legacy through the Presbyterian Foundation (Wills, Trusts, etc.). 
 

On Sunday, Reverend Reese continued the emphasis on leaving a legacy for our 

church and its ministries through the provocative and persuasive sermon topic, “To 

Be Continued...”  The alumni of Knoxville College, where Dr. Reese was an admin-

istrator, celebrated with us as special guests. 
 

The Golden Charmers gave special recognition to Geneva Wright for more than 35 

years of dedicated service to the congregation and community through her several 

(Continued from page 3) 
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areas of leadership.  (See related article, Golden Charmers honor Geneva Wright).  A reception for her was 

held after the service. 
 

Several Golden Charmers attended the Senior Fun Fest (previously called Older Americans Festival) at Sharon 

Johnston Park on Tuesday, May 6, 2014.  Among the entertainment was the Huntsville Spiritual Chorale, 

which has a close connection with Fellowship Presbyterian Church (USA). 
 

The Golden Charmers attended a workshop on Alzheimer’s disease at Lakeside United Methodist Church in 

April, presented by the Alzheimer’s Association.  They were treated to enlightening information as well as to a 

delicious lunch.   
 

In March the Golden Charmers hosted a very informative workshop presented by Hospice Family Care (HFC) 

on “Caregiving and End of Life Issues.”  The Lakeside United Methodist Church Senior Group also attended 

the workshop, after which HFC provided a generous and delicious lunch. 
 

[Editor’s NOTE:  Bettye Dixie serves as President of the Golden Charmers]  

 

 

 

POAMN 2014 SMALL CHURCH SCHOLARSHIPS  
by June Begany, POAMN Vice President 

 

You are invited to apply for one of twelve $300 scholarships to the 2014 Annual Conference Come B Re-

freshed of POAMN (Presbyterian Older Adult Ministries Network) and ARMSS (Association of Retired Min-

isters, Their Spouses or Survivors). 
 

The conference will be held October 14–17, at the Elms Hotel & Spa in Excelsior Springs, Missouri, in the 

Kansas City area.  This is a time for learning about older adult ministries in congregations as well as infor-

mation on aspects of aging for individuals.  Spirited worship, time for fellowship, the exchange of ideas and 

the opportunity to visit one of two special sites in the area will quickly fill the three days of the conference. 

More information is available on the POAMN website www.poamn.org 
 

The General Assembly’s Presbyterian Mission Agency office makes $3600 available for 12 scholarships.  

POAMN thanks the General Assembly for this support. 
 

The $300 stipend will not cover the full cost of attending the conference.  It will cover the registration fee and 

some meals.  Room fees, travel expenses and some meals will be covered by each participant.  POAMN as-

sumes that by submitting an application you will attend the conference under normal circumstances if awarded 

a scholarship.  Checks will be given to the recipients at the POAMN lunch and business meeting during the 

conference on Thursday, October 16.  Recipients must be affiliated with a PCUSA congregation.  Smaller 

church laity, staff and clergy are especially encouraged to apply.   
 

How can YOU apply for a scholarship?  Fill out the 2014 POAMN Small Church Scholarship Application 

form, which you may obtain from the POAMN website or from Support Staff Ginny Nyhuis 

(gnyhuis@frontier.com).  You may return the form by email or postal mail by September 10, 2014 to either 

Ginny or me: 

  Rev. June Begany 

  2685 Euclid Heights Blvd. condo #3 

  Cleveland heights, Ohio 44106 

  jwbinfj@aol.com 
 

If I can be of assistance you may reach me on my cell phone: (440) 991-7656. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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GOLDEN CHARMERS HONOR GENEVA WRIGHT 
by Bettye Dixie, Fellowship Presbyterian Church USA / Huntsville, AL  

 

[Editor’s NOTE:  On Sunday, May 4th, 2014 The Golden Charmers honored long-time member - and older 

saint - Geneva Wright for her many years of loving service.] 
 

She who lives her life serving others serves her God.  Geneva Wright, our honoree today, truly serves God.  

This is exemplified by her untiring service to others.  She has lived the mandate from her Lord, “Love your 

neighbor as yourself” and “Do unto others as you would have them do to you”; and the creed of her alma ma-

ter, Alabama A&M University (AAMU), “Service is Sovereignty.” 
 

Born in Sumter County, Alabama, where she began her education, Geneva Wright received her bachelors and 

masters degrees from AAMU.  Her span of 40 years as a teacher took her from Marshall and Madison Coun-

ties to the Huntsville City School system from which she retired. 
 

Geneva joined Fellowship Presbyterian Church (USA) in the mid-sixties and began her extraordinary service 

to others in Women of the Church (WOC) - later called Presbyterian Women (PW) -, the Chancel Choir, and 

Sunday School, where she has served as Superintendent for over 35 years.  She was a diligent laborer and 

eventually became director of the award-winning Fellowship After School Study and Tutorial program 

(FASST).  She directed Vacation Bible School (VBS) many summers and served on various committees.  

Name a committee and Geneva is on it or has been on it!  Geneva’s crowning solo achievement at Fellowship, 

in addition to her volunteering in numerous positions, is her initiating and directing the Edmonton Heights 

Summer Camp for grades 2 through 5 for ten years. 
 

In the community she has continued her service through CWU, Hendley Chapter #855 Order of Eastern Star, 

voter registration, the Huntsville Spiritual Chorale, Huntsville Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorori-

ty, Incorporated, and Alabama A&M University where she is a Legacy Partner--another sterling example of 

her generosity. 
 

Her legacy of service and the impetus for this recognition may be described with the beginning letters of her 

name: 
 

G  generosity:   Whether her time, her talents or her treasure, she gives:  

a brunch for the choir at Christmas or just a bowl of soup, some greens 

or some peas…she gives.  
 

E  encouraging:  She encourages students to do their very best; in fact, 

guests for the Edmonton Heights Summer Camp were called 

“Encouragers.” 
 

N  nurturing: Whether it’s her plethora of godchildren or a pet, she takes 

care in a special way, fostering their development. 
 

E  exceptional:  You would agree that her legacy is outstanding, excel-

lent, special, incomparable, extraordinary. 
 

V  valuable:  Her friendship,  service,  contributions to Fellowship’s 

ministries are all precious, costly, dear, important, and priceless. 
 

A  authentic:  Her service and dedication are also genuine, real, valid, bonafide. 
 

G-E-N-E-V-A, forgive us when we have not been able to duplicate or reciprocate your generosity, encourage-

ment, nurturance, exceptionality, value, and authenticity.  
 

But for your service, 

To God be the glory! 

 

Mrs. Geneva Wright with Miriam Bentley  



DR. HENRY SIMMONS TO LEAD 2014 OAM CERTIFICATION COURSE 
by Jan McGilliard, POAMN Certification Coordinator 

 

The annual POAMN Conference comes with a bonus – the opportunity to take a course in OAM Certification!  

This year’s certification course will be Spiritual Formation for Older Adult Ministry, led by Henry C. Sim-

mons, PhD.  Henry is Professor Emeritus of Union Presbyterian Seminary, Richmond VA, where he was Pro-

fessor of Christian Education, with a specialization in Religion, Spirituality and Aging. Books he has co-

authored include With God’s Oldest Friends: Pastoral Visiting in the Nursing Home; Soulful Aging: Ministry 

through the Stages of Adulthood; A Journey Called Aging: Challenges and Opportunities in Older Adulthood 

and most recently Ecotheology and the Practice of Hope. 
 

If you are curious about Older Adult Ministries Certification, you are encouraged to take one or both of Dr. 

Simmons’ workshops during the conference.  They are:  1) Words to Describe Your Spirituality, and 2) A Pub-

lic and Contentious Conversation:  Ending One’s Life.   
 

To learn more about the Older Adult Ministries Certification Program and/or to register for this year’s course, 

go to www.poamn.org and click on OAM Certification.  This program involves four core courses and a cap-

stone project, all designed to prepare you for working with (and advocating for) older adults in a congregation-

al or community setting.  You may begin with any of the four courses. 
 

An additional opportunity:  Dr. Simmons will also be teaching Spiritual Formation for Older Adult Ministry at 

the 2015 APCE Conference (The Association of Presbyterian Christian Educators) in Baltimore, MD.  To 

learn more, visit the APCE website at www.apcenet.org.   
 

Jan McGilliard, Coordinator of the OAM Certification Program may be reached at (540) 953-1366 or by e-

mail at janmcgilli@gmail.com. 

 

 
 

THE ABC’S OF NUTRITION AND HEALTHY EATING FOR OLDER ADULTS 
 

Mary Ann Johnson is leading a workshop on nutrition and health at the 2014 ARMSS/POAMN Conference.  

The workshop will explore the foods and nutrients that support older adults’ health through prevention and 

management of health problems.  A variety of fruits, vegetables and whole grains, along with foods rich in cal-

cium and protein are among the most health-promoting foods.  Senior hunger will also be discussed, because 

nearly one in six older people are at risk of hunger.  The ten states with the highest prevalence of hunger risk 

among older people are Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, Nevada, Tennessee, Louisiana, Texas, New Mexico, 

Georgia and South Carolina.  During the workshop, there will be plenty of time to ask questions about super 

foods, organic foods, dietary supplements, maintaining a healthy weight, and helping others through communi-

ty food programs and home delivered meals. 
 

Websites about Nutrition and Health for Older Adults:  

National Institute on Aging, Healthy Eating After 50, http://www.nia.nih.gov/health/publication/healthy-eating-after-50  

Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, http://www.eatright.org/Public/list.aspx?TaxID=6442452015&page=1  

Meals on Wheels Association of America, Senior Hunger, http://www.mowaa.org/page.aspx?pid=1006  
 

Mary Ann Johnson, PhD, is the Bill and June Flatt Professor in Foods and Nutrition in the College of Family 

and Consumer Sciences, an Adjunct Professor in Kinesiology, and a Faculty of Gerontology at the University 

of Georgia. Mary Ann is an Elder at Covenant Presbyterian Church in Athens, GA, and serves on the leader-

ship team of Northeast Georgia Presbytery’s Jubilee Adult Ministries, the Board of the Athens Community 

Council and Aging, and the Board of the Presbyterian Older Adult Ministries Network. Mary Ann completed 

the Older Adult Ministries Certification program in 2012.  
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CHAPLAIN ON TRACK!   
by Sandra Waldron, United Presbyterian Church / Albany, Oregon 

 

“Spirituality refers to an individual’s quest for meaning, purpose, and a sense of place and connectedness  

in the context of relationships with self, others, nature, and a High Being we call God.”  

          - - Chaplain Marc Larocca-Pitts 
 

What is a chaplain and what does one do?  A chaplain provides a specialized ministry and is found in hospi-

tals, hospice, long-term care facilities; prisons, police departments, fire department, corporations, cruise lines, 

universities, political areas, the military, etc.  A chaplain serves not only patients, but also their loved ones, 

staff, and volunteers.  The chaplain serves as the reminder of God’s presence during times of uncertainty and 

struggle, while providing empathetic and active listening.  In essence, offering spiritual care without judgment 

or agenda. 
 

He or she does this by providing spiritual and emotional support to all patients, families and staff members 

who cross the threshold of a facility’s system.  Chaplains minister to all people with or without faith — this 

includes going beyond the Christian faith.  They support the dying as well as offering grief support for those 

experiencing or anticipating loss. 
 

In its simplest terms, spiritual and emotional support comes when a chaplain listens, accepts, and invites those 

in need to identify what sources they look to for help and healing.  In some cases, this may include their spir-

itual life.  In other cases, it may simply be an opportunity for one in need to come to terms with his or her spir-

itual identity.  As they listen, chaplains seek to identify religious conflicts that could interfere with healing.  A 

chaplain listens for what a person is saying and needs as he or she faces life’s pivotal moments.  They help the 

one in need to bridge internal and external resources that may help to meet those needs.  Most of all, they are 

invited into a person’s sacred space at life’s vulnerable moments. 
 

There are very little routines in the day of a chaplain as many various events are gently and lovingly handled.  

Such events can include: 
 

 Providing crisis intervention; 

 Offering critical debriefings for staff after a trauma; 

 Making spiritual assessment to provide spiritual understanding and communication with staff, patient, 

family, and volunteers; 

 Managing conflict resolution; 

 Bridging referrals to internal and external resources for needed solutions such as linking patient and 

family with local faith community; 

 Supporting staff with personal or work stress.  As caregivers, staff members are sometimes in need of sup-

port.  When staff’s spirituality is supported, they are able to provide better care to patients and families. 

 Recording spiritual care assessments, interventions, and care plans to communicate to other staff members; 

 Participating in ethics committees by offering spiritual guidance in times of difficult ethical questions; 

 Leading ceremonies and spiritual worships; 

 Assisting in completion of Advanced Directives; 

 Celebrating joy with patients, families and staff. 
 

By offering hope, comfort, & support where medical staff may not be able to, the chaplain can transform a pa-

tient and family’s experience as well as promote healing. 
 

The skills and sensitivities that chaplains possess can be applied to an older adult ministry.  Older adults many 

times may: 

 Be unable to hear and/or see, which too often leads to isolation;  

 Experience loss of independence;  

 

(Continued on page 9) 



 Deal with loss of driving privileges;  

 Be interrupted in personal time by medical staff;  

 Be unable to move as when younger, but still feel “I want to be young”;  

 Be incapacitated;  

 Be/feel abandoned by family, friends, and/or God;  

 Be/feel overly protected by family;  

 Not be listened to;  

 Feel isolated;  

 Feel not respected;  

 Be spoken down to;  

 Desire to be a vital part of society - to be of use 
 

Not surprisingly, a common thread that runs through many of the cares and needs of older adults relate back to 

how chaplain Larocca-Pitts described spirituality:  a quest for meaning, searching for purpose, feeling connect-

ed in relationships with self, others, nature (the world around them), and a High Being we call God. 
 

To be an older adult is to embrace the entire scope of what being human really is.  No longer able to hide be-

hind the mask of youth to feign invincibility, the older adult comes to grips with his or her own mortality, 

loneliness, feeling forgotten, unnecessary, dependent, abandoned, and physically fragile.  These are the mani-

festations that seek to divert the world from the gifts that many older adults offer.   
 

The mission of OAM is to both serve the needs of older adults and to coax their gifts to emerge to be shared 

with others.  This can create connection and afford respect, allowing the older adult to feel needed, vital, use-

ful, and fulfilled.  The chaplain’s skill, compassion, presence, and knowledge of bridging resources can serve 

OAM in its service to both older adults and others in their midst. 

 

 

 

FROM WHERE? TO ‘THERE’! 
by Brian Fuson, Seattle, Washington                                                                    

 

My friend Quentin Holmes, editor of PNN, jokingly says, “We may be slow, but we are moving in the wrong 

direction.”  His words contain some good reformed theology?  Our experiences, my experiences, our stories, 

seem sadly, to be that journey.  Do we ever get where we now want to go? 
 

Adam and Eve lived in a place – the Garden of Eden, often called ‘Paradise’.  God made them the crown of 

creation. God granted them a special status, being made in God’s own image.  Made on the sixth day, they 

were called very good.  God walked with and talked with them.  Both female and male communicated openly 

and freely.  Everything needed was there.  Everything was alive and integrated.  What else?  A suggestion 

from a talking snake whetted their appetite.  Could everything they possessed be not enough?  Could they be 

more and have more?  Could he and she even be like God?  Well, this couple wondered.  They ‘bit’. 
 

God’s first question shows God calling out to Adam.  “Where are you?” (Genesis 3:9).  During part of the con-

versation that followed, God confirmed they indeed had become like God, knowing the difference between 

good and evil.  However, being finite ‘they couldn’t handle the truth’.  The ongoing intimate conversation of 

created and Creator ceased.  The joys experienced within the female-male friendship transformed into conflict.  

The God-given identity of being connected with others, of integrated, unguarded and complete relationship 

became a matter of the past.  The choice of a self-referential focus brought alienation.  The new norm was an 

isolation that trumped the God-given energy of wonder and reciprocal love.  They were alone.  They were lost. 

They were slowly but surely headed in the wrong direction. 

(Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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SANDRA WALDRON  

Chaplain & Parish Associate  
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Being made in the image of God, yet lost in a wilderness produces anxiety, obsessive work habits, restlessness 

rather than resting, and pre-occupation with ourselves.  To remedy our woes and worries, we take the easy way 

around the tough challenges of day-to-day living.  With our minds whirling and our bodies semi-shut down, 

we go down the wrong path over and over.  We quickly make plans knowing we need to move on, but to ask 

God seems time consuming.  It’s all about me.  The call to reach out to others suffers.  Our loving spouses say, 

“Duh!”  We know a change must happen.  It is our wilderness.  An Intervener must rescue us. 
 

Jim, a friend and Oregon prison Chaplain, says penitentiary inmates only transition effectively out of ‘the life 

and the system’ when they turn around and honestly admit guilt.  Because God’s call is to come as we are, we 

are offered forgiveness.  The second step, build a new network of relationships.  Is that all?  End of story – not 

quite!  The journey to ‘there’ has just started. 
 

‘There’ is now determined by God.  It is not only our journey, but a journey of God’s people with God leading.  

On a cross, Jesus came to define an ultimate new beginning, to forgive us, to give us life in the fullest, to take 

us through the journey of spiritual growth, including the vitality and vulnerability of aging.  The goal of this 

journey is to be with God.  We are not in charge, but God invites our participation.  The apostle Paul says, 

“But one thing I do; Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal 

to win the prize for which God has call me heavenward in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:13-14). 
 

When God took the descendants of Joseph out of slavery, they went into the harsh realities of the wilderness 

with only a promise of a new land.  Jesus was born into a wilderness.  As an adult, God’s Spirit thrust Jesus 

into a deeper wilderness, one demanding his heart, soul, mind, even his body.  The same questioner of Adam 

and Eve, then tried to move Jesus away from God and God’s mission to love us – “to give his life as a ransom 

for many” (Mark 10:45).  Because of this journey, Jesus understands our past and current wilderness experi-

ences.  We need to realize our present wilderness challenges do make a difference in our character develop-

ment.  Likewise, God wants us to make an impact on our faith communities and in our neighborhoods. 
 

God’s work with us is ongoing with ups and downs, with hurts and struggles, joys and moments of surprise.  

God’s work is real, yet as ordinary as yesterday and again today.  How is Jesus nurturing your life?  Something 

new for me has been listening to praise music.  Many of my friends keep a journal.  For structure, liturgy has 

historically helped.  For spontaneity of the spirit, nothing fills us more than deep conversations to confess and 

to give encouragement.  
 

For anyone going to the 2014 POAMN conference or considering it, may I plug the OAM course?  The Older 

Adult Ministries Certification class this year will be taught by Dr. Henry Simmons – Join us!  Though I have-

n’t seen the course curriculum, trust me.  His book, Soulful Aging: Ministry through the Stages of Adulthood, 

is well thought out.  He writes, “Lives in progress have challenges and delights.  Like all of life, the last third 

is marked by periods of stability and transition.  Understanding this reality and distinguishing these stages and 

phases of aging is a first step in ministry with those in the last third of life.” (Page 5) 
 

‘There’!  The finish line of our journey is a new place, a new heaven and a new earth, a city, the promised 

New Jerusalem.  We are invited to join Jesus and believers from all nations and of all ages.  The wrong direc-

tion will be transformed into the final destination.  As for moving slowly, how fast must we go in a place called 

eternity?  We will be where we want to go. Revelation 21:3-4 says. “…Now the dwelling of God is with men, 

and he will live with them.  They will be his people and God himself will be with them and be their God.  He 

will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more death or morning or crying or pain, for the old or-

der of things has passed away.”  ‘There’ we go! 
 

My friends, see you in Kansas City this October, 

Next Year in Jerusalem. 

(Continued from page 9) 
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Individual Members 
 
 

David Aaronson 
Matthews, NC 

 

Leslie Acred 
Blytheville, AR 

 

Anne Adams 
Vero Beach, FL 

 

Carol Allen 
Chicago, IL 

 

Hugh Ash 
De Land, FL 

 

Kent Aughe 
Royal Oak, MI 

 

Pat Baker 
Lilburn, GA 

 

Frank Baldwin 
Evanston, IL 

 

Eldon Beery 
Ann Arbor, MI 

 

June Begany 
Cleveland Heights, OH 

 

Dwane Bell 
Maryville, TN 

  

Barbara Bender 
Commerce, GA 

 

Marvin Bergman 
Seward, NE 

 

Patricia Brook 
Mansfield, OH  

 

Jon Brown 
Jersey City, NJ 

 

Claire Butler 
So. Charleston, WV 

 

Don Carlin 
Philadelphia, PA 

 

David Carlton 
Palos Park, IL 

 

David Castrodale 
Keokuk, IA 

 

Donna Coffman 
Fuquay-Varina, NC 

 

Bill Cooley 
St. Petersburg, FL 

 

Walter Cottingham 
Kingstree, SC 

 

Lisa Cross 
Suffolk, VA  

 

Mary Currie 
Houston, TX 

 

Bettye Dixie 
Huntsville, AL 

 

David Drain 
Lakeland, FL 

 

Miriam Dunson 
Commerce, GA 

 

Juanita Eldridge 
Westfield, NC 

 

James Ellor 
McGregor, TX 

 

Stephanie Friant 
Chanhassen, MN 

 

Linda Graham 
Nowata, OK 

 

Lucille Grayson 
Huntsville, AL 

 

Charles Gross, Jr. 
Lancaster, PA 

 

Michele Hendrix 
New Braunfels, TX 

 

Joyce Hetzler 
Bay City, MI 

 

Quentin Holmes 
Marcola, OR 

 

Ronald Hopkins 
Henrico, VA  

 

Barbara Huggins 
Lakeland, FL 

 

Richard Huggins 
Lakeland, FL 

 

Mary Ann Johnson 
Watkinsville, GA 

 

Linda Kelly 
Lafayette, LA 

 

Dennis Kopp 
Rockville, MD 

 

Leta Kopp 
Rockville, MD 

 

Diane Ludewig 
Aliquippa, PA 

 

Marie Martin 
Gibsonville, NC 

 

Beecher Mathes 
Athens, GA 

 

Patricia McCleary 
San Antonio, TX 

  

Donna McDaid   
Milford, NJ 

 

Jan McGilliard  
Blacksburg, VA  

 

Mary McGuire  
Houston, TX 

 

Richard Morgan 
N. Huntingdon, PA 

 

Helen Morrison 
Grosse Ile, MI 

 

Dick Neelly 
Dalton, GA 

 

Sue Neelly 
Dalton, GA 

 

Ginny Nyhuis 
Oostburg, WI 

 

Agnes Peebles 
Cranberry Twp, PA 

 

Gloria Pendleton 
Silver Spring, MD 

 

Denise Phelps 
Houston, TX 

 

Irene Platt 
Sun Lakes, AZ 

 

Max Plat 
Sun Lakes, AZ 

 

Chris Pomfret 
Beaver Creek, OH 

 

Douglas Potter 
Albertville, MN 

 

Elizabeth Raitt 
Woodbury, MN 

 

Charlsie Ramsey 
Newark, OH 

 

Montie Redenius 
Grinnell, IA  

 

Richard Ridge 
Fredericksburg, VA  

 

Robert Ridgway 

Beltsville, MD 
 

Rose Marie Ridgway 
Beltsville, MD 

 

Gerald Sanders 
Oakmont, PA 

 

Diane Saupe 
Lewis Center, OH 

 

Wanda Sawyers 

Bradbury, CO 
 

Walter Schoedel 
St. Louis, MO 

 

Hazel Schuller 
Sanibel, FL 

 

Marvin Simmers 
Avondale Estates GA 

 

JoAnn Simmers 
Avondale Estates GA 

 

Henry Simmons 
Richmond, VA  

 

Alberta Hughes 
Smith 

Baltimore, MD 
 

Charles Spears 
Carlisle, PA 

 

Al Stacer 
Lilburn, GA 

 

Charles Sutton 
Richmond, VA  

 

Lanelle Taylor 
Clifton, TX  

 

Anne Tarbutton 
Blowing Rock, NC 

 

Louis Thompson 
Bonita Springs, FL 

 

Larry Thornton 
Olathe, KS 

 

Lynne Trout 
Delanco, NJ 

 

Richard Trout 
Delanco, NJ 

  

Annabelle Wells 
Kearney, NE 

 

Nancy Williams-Berry 
Colfax, NC 

 

Alan Winkenhofer 
Elizabethtown, KY 

 

Fred Winterowd 
St. Louis, MO 

Cindy Wright 
Solana Beach, CA  

 

Dianna Wright 
Clemmons, NC 

 

Bill Young, Jr. 
Lower Gwynedd, PA 

 

Désirée Youngblood 
Paris, KY 

 

 

Organizational  
Members 

 

First Presbyterian 
Church 

Midland, TX 
 

Grosse Ile  
Presbyterian Church 

Grosse Ile, MI 
 

McLeod Memorial  
Presbyterian Church 

Bartow, FL 
 

Palos Park  
Community Church 

Palos Park, IL 
 

PCUSA Special  
Offerings 

Louisville, KY 
 

Presby's Inspired Life 
Lafayette Hill, PA 

 

Presby Association  
of Homes & Services 

for the Aging 
Roseville, MN 

 

Presby Senior Care 
Oakmont, PA 

 

Point Loma  
Community  

Presbyterian Church 
San Diego, CA  

 

St. John's  
Presbyterian Church 

Reno, NV 
 

United Presby Home 
Washington, IA 

 

Westminster  
Communities 
Bradenton, FL  

MEMBERSHIP FOR 2014 
Membership fees for 2014 are now being accepted.  Thank you to those that have already  

joined or renewed their membership for 2014!  See page 12 for a membership application. 



POAMN Network News 

P.O. Box 700311 

Oostburg, WI  53070 

POAMN 2014 Membership Application 
 

Name: 

 

Address: 
 

City/State/Zip: 

 

Phone:       Email: 

 

Synod:       Presbytery: 

 

Church:      Other (Organization): 

*** I would like to receive future PNN issues by:    □ email      □ hard copy            
 

Membership Type: 

 □ $30 Full □ $20 Affiliate □ $100 Institutional, Church & Judicatory Membership  
 

To continue POAMN’s ministry to older adults and those engaged in ministries for older adults, I would like  
 

to make an extra gift of  $   to POAMN. 
 

  Make checks payable to:           POAMN 

c/o Cindy Wright , Treasurer 

120 Stevens Avenue, Solana Beach, CA  92075   
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


