
A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 
 

Good Morning from Oregon, 
 

The Great Emergence is the theme of this issue of PNN.  You may, or may not, 

agree with the thesis that every 500 years or so Christianity undergoes a major 

upheaval, and Emerging Christianity is the current embodiment of such an up-

heaval.  However, the fact remains that almost all of our local congregations are 

struggling with declining attendance numbers, aging demographics, and shrink-

ing church budgets.  In this issue of PNN you will find several lengthy articles 

written from different vantage points of where God is calling us.  These in-

clude:   

 Autumn 2014 POAMN President’s Reflection by Helen Morrison 

 THE GREAT EMERGENCE: How Christianity is Changing and Why by 

Yours Truly 

 THE EMERGENT CONVERSATION by Michele Shultz Hendrix 

 LIVING IN GOD’S WORLD: The Future Church by Rev. June Begany. 

 CONSCIOUS ELDERING:  Creating a Legacy for the Future Generations 

from Leta Kopp 

 HOW DIFFERENT GENERATIONS VIEW THE CHURCH by Rev. June 

Begany 

Join in on the conversation!    
 

This issue also includes two articles about simply being an older adult:   

 A CONTEMPLATIVE WAY: Doing Nothing by Rev. Wesley Lachman 

 A CELTIC PRAYER from the Celtic oral tradition. 
 

PNN is your newsletter.  We need you to 

send us short notes about things you have 

done, and ideas that your group has found 

to work.  Many older adults are in our 

Congregations.  By the power of God, plus 

our faithfulness, and our warmth, we can 

reach out.  
 

Thanks be to God!  
 

Quentin Holmes / Marcola, OR  

 

 

 

When the power of love overcomes the love of power, 

then the world will know peace. 
 

        - Jimmy Hendrix 
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POAMN PRESIDENT’S REFLECTION 
 

While the theme of this issue is on The Great Emergence, I’d like to tie this to what just 

took place at the 221st General Assembly in Detroit this past June.  The Commissioners 

did do a lot of excellent work well beyond divestment and marriage defined.   I’ve often 

said the one thing we all (who are followers of Christ) can agree on is that Jesus Christ is 

my Lord and Savior.  From that point on there are variations on the theme.  I’ve given 

prayerful thought to find the words to share with each of you in this Reflection – my last 

as the President of POAMN. 
 

Phyllis Tickle’s book The Great Emergence helps us through her historical observations 

on Christianity in the U.S.A. and she raises several questions.  For example, What is the 

Great Emergence?  How did it come to be?  and Where is it going?  I’m suggesting that we come together – 

wherever we find ourselves – and become informed!  Let’s talk with one other and across the generations and 

see if, how, when, and where we have contributed to the suggested ‘Great Emergence’.  Let’s find out together 

if “Christianity is Changing and Why?” If you will, let me share these thoughts. 
 

As a communicant member of the PC(USA) since 1961 (53 of my 86 years) here at Grosse Ile, Michigan I was 

elected to Session in 1969 (Angela Davis was an item then) and was a commissioner to the 1978 General As-

sembly (San Diego) & 1995 General Assembly (as Moderator of Presbytery of Detroit).  I Attended 5 out of 6 

General Assemblies as a Council member (six year term).  All that to say I have seen (and been a part of) our 

church at work at many levels for a long, long time.  Presbyterians are thoughtful people and have wrestled 

with MAJOR issues and decisions have been made...  yes, I admit sometimes the vote was very close...  but 

nevertheless...  we, while painful on occasion, lived out the decisions, and that is what is very necessary.  A 

major challenge in this day and age is that our technology – while being helpful – has also gotten in the way.  

And this is where I believe we, who have lived a while, can be helpful...  in the ‘emergence’ discussions….  

We have the history that will be gone if not shared.  
 

Being a member of the PC(USA) has been, for me, as a follower of Jesus Christ, a time of continuous learning 

on how to live in this world.   I’m beginning to see there may be merit to the Award bestowed upon me as a 

Woman of Faith at General Assembly this past June 2014...  as a prophetic woman (smile).   I have struggled 

with a number of issues over these past 53 years ...  and understand you have to see ‘through’ and not let the 

‘forest’ get in the way of your understanding.  
 

My work in Older Adult Ministry has helped me to understand that older folks continue to have an important 

role and purpose...  to share history...  more importantly to share how we struggle to forge decisions of what it 

means to be Jesus disciples in the world.  All of us (clergy/elders/deacons/communicant members) must con-

tinue to hold discussions on issues...  as we have new issues crop up daily.  Some of these issues are because 

we now have so many generations of living folks.  We have learned that each generation has beliefs formed by 

the time in which they live and ‘world’ issues and happenings also affect their beliefs.  Add to that the fact that 

the global society is on our doorstep. 
 

It has been a special privilege to serve as the President of POAMN these past 3 years.  I will complete this 

wonderful service at the close of the ARMSS/POAMN Conference at the Elms Hotel & Spa in Excelsior 

Springs, MO in October 14-17, 2014.  Hope to see many of you there.  We appreciate all prayers for POAMN 

to be a network that serves all generations...  all ages need one another...  Aging is for Everyone!  

 

Peace & Love,   

Helen 
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Helen Morrison 
POAMN President 



THE GREAT EMERGENCE 

How Christianity Is Changing and Why  
  

“About every five hundred years the empowered structures of institutionalized Christianity, whatever that may be 

at the time, become an intolerable carapace that must be shattered in order that renewal and new growth may oc-

cur.  When such a mighty upheaval happens, history shows us, there are always at least three consistent results: 

 A new, more vital form of Christianity does indeed emerge;    

 The organized expression of Christianity which up to then has been the dominant one is reconstituted into 

a more pure and less ossified expression of its former self;  

 And The faith has spread  ̶  and been spread  ̶  dramatically into new geographic and demographic areas.” 

                                                                                                     (Phyllis Tickle, Historian) 
 

Phyllis Tickle, now 80 and retired, is an author and lecturer whose work focuses on spirituality and religious 

issues.  Tickle is well known as a leading voice in the emerging church movement (i.e., “Emergence Christian-

ity”).   In 2004, Yale University awarded her an honorary degree of Doctor of Humane Letters. 
 

Phyllis Tickle’s book, The Great Emergence: How Christianity is Changing and Why (Grand Rapids: Baker 

Book House, 2008), is rooted in the observation that massive transitions in the church happen about every 500 

years.  Tickle claims that we are living in such a time right now.  Combining history, a look at the causes of 

social upheaval, and current events, The Great Emergence shows readers what the Great Emergence in church 

and culture is, how it came to be, and where it is going.    
 

Tickle, a historian, has looked at the scope of Christian history and asserts that there are 500 year markers that 

indicate sort of a “rummage sale” (i.e., a period when the Church is going through a major upheaval.)  She 

identifies three such periods between the time of Christ and today: 

 590 A.D.  ̶   Gregory the Great 

 1054 A.D.  ̶  The Great Schism   

 1517 A.D.  ̶  The Great Reformation   
 

In 590 A.D. Christianity was in its 1st major upheaval since the time Christ lived, died, and rose again.  This 

was when the Roman Empire collapsed.  In 590 A.D. the city of Rome fell – it ceased to exist because Ger-

manic invaders had occupied the city and set up living there.  This was also the time when Gregory the Great 

became Pope Gregory.  As the official religion of the Roman Empire since the days of Roman emperor Con-

stantine, Christianity had been preserved.  Now, the Roman Empire was no more, and libraries per se did not 

yet exist in the western world, so Pope Gregory moved the task of preserving Christianity into the convents 

and monasteries.  Monks and nuns collected ancient manuscripts; they copied and transposed these ancient 

texts, and preserved them.  Without their work modern scholars would not have many of these 1st century texts 

to research, study, and compare.  
 

In 1054 A.D. Christianity was in its 2nd major upheaval since the time of Christ.  The central issue revolved 

around whether God the Son and God the Holy Spirit were both descended from God the Father (Orthodox 

theology) or the Holy Spirit was descended from God the Father and God the Son (Roman Christianity theolo-

gy).  Here, for the first time, we really do split Christianity.  The result is an Eastern Church called the Ortho-

dox Church centered in Istanbul/Constantinople; and a Western church called the Roman Catholic Church. 
 

In 1517 A.D. Christianity was in its 3rd major upheaval since the time of Christ.  In October of 1517, Martin 

Luther hung an invitation to debate on the door of the Wittenberg Castle church.   The issue of the day is often 

said to be the church’s practice of selling papal “indulgences” for forgiveness of sins.  However, the core is-

sues ran much deeper.  St. Augustine (340–430 A.D.) had emphasized the primacy of the Bible rather than 

Church officials as the ultimate religious authority.   St. Augustine also believed that humans could not reach 

salvation by their own acts, but that only God could bestow salvation by his divine grace.  Similar kinds of 

(Continued on page 4) 
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thoughts were also put forth during this same period by Huldrich Zwingli in Zurich, Switzerland.  When Mar-

tin Luther refused to recant his assertions he was excommunicated by the Pope.  Ultimately, Christianity split 

yet again.  Those who shared Luther’s beliefs became known as “Lutherans” – even though Luther insisted on 

Christian as the only acceptable name for individuals who professed Christ.  And, along a parallel path, the 

Swiss movement gave rise to the “Reformed” tradition which includes today’s Presbyterians. 
 

500 years, 500 years, 500 years…  which brings us to today! 
 

What characterizes a rummage sale? 

 Often includes  loss of power or place to the new and not-yet form that is rising; another term for this is 

“re-traditioning.” 

 Often results in a broader, deeper way of being the church.  

 Always raises the resounding question, Where now is our authority?  

 This does not signal the end of the current expression of being the church but rather a dramatic change 

in the expression. 
 

However, to the people living through such a rummage sale it feels like… Like the church is going to come to 

an end!  But if you look at a rummage sale period, the church never stops being the church.  What it does is 

change dramatically.  The church looks very different when it emerges on the other side.  And it does so in or-

der to be relevant to a changing world. 
 

Even though the whole idea of Christianity having a rummage sale is not comfortable, it is important.  Because 

post-rummage sale: 

 The church is always more faithful; 

 The church is always refreshed and renewed; 

 And the church begins to experience a whole new way of being faithful to God’s calling. 
 

You and I are living in a changing world.  Don’t assume that people are walking around saying, “Oh isn’t this 

cool, this is a rummage sale.”  People are walking around doing what?  Saying, “UGGH, this is terrifying!  And 

they are asking questions like, “Will our congregation survive?”  “Will there even be a church?”  “How are we 

going to live?”, and “What is going to happen now?”  Some are even saying, “Surely, Christ is coming again.” 
 

Phyllis Tickle suggests that the church, for the last 500 years, has been occupied with the development of doc-

trine and creeds.  Power in this age resided primarily with theologians and academics, councils and church in-

stitutions, while largely neglecting the intuition of the Spirit.  Laity, who could not always grasp the nuance of 

doctrines like Trinity, Christology, Soteriology, and Eschatology, have been more comfortable with mystery, 

open to the spirit and practice of faith. 
 

Tickle identifies the significant hallmarks of Emergence Christianity as: 

 Emergence Christianity is deeply incarnational in its practice.  The body will be engaged as well as the  

heart and mind;  

 Emergence Christianity is deeply actualist rather than literalist in its approach to Scripture; 

 Emergence Christianity calls for radical obedience: the call to “give it all up for me” is to be taken seri-

ously; 

 Emergence Christianity includes a new understanding of the Trinity:  God the Father, God the son, and 

God the Holy Spirit are separate but inseparable, distinguishable but indistinguishable, all of them de-

pending upon and from one another; 

 Emergence Christianity is deinstitutionalized, therefore no Bishops, a redefinition of other traditional  

forms of leadership; 

 Emergence Christianity is deeply nonhierarchical; 

(Continued from page 3) 
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 Emergence Christianity is resistant to owning real estate;  

 Emergence Christianity is transitory in its very nature, taking seriously the unencumbered itinerancy of Jesus. 
 

At our 2013 POAMN conference in Atlanta, Rev. Dr. Rodger Nishioka, Associate Professor at Columbia The-

ological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia spoke about the results of an exhaustive survey of the religious affilia-

tion of people in the USA by the Pew Forum on Religion and the Public Life:     

 Back in 1990:                              
The following percentages of the US population that identified themselves as being:                       

  ̶   Roman Catholic  25%                                          

  ̶   Baptist  18 %             

  ̶   Mainline Christian 17 %                                                                            

  ̶   Christian Generic 14%             

  ̶   None/No religion  7 % 
 

However, in 2012:                             
The following percentages of the US population that identified themselves as being:                       

  ̶   Roman Catholic  26%                                          

  ̶   Baptist  15 %             

  ̶   Mainline Christian 11 %                                                                            

  ̶   Christian Generic 12%             

  ̶   None/No religion  20% 
 

With the exception of Roman Catholicism – whose percentage has benefitted in large measure from immigra-

tion from traditional catholic countries– all of the traditional religious affiliations experienced a decline in 

terms of their percentage of the US population.  The most striking piece of new information is the large jump 

in the percentage of the population who identify themselves as having “None/No religion” (from 7% in 1990 

to 20% in 2012).  
 

Of the 20% who self-identified as “None/No religion” (researchers refer to this group as “The Nones”), the 

Pew Study found:                                              

  ̶   50% had no childhood religious initiation ceremony.                               

  ̶   65% of those who are or were married had no religious marriage ceremony.     

  ̶   68% are in their 20s and 30s.                                  

  ̶   78% said they were “spiritual” persons.   

The population of the USA is indeed undergoing a major demographic transformation in terms of religious self

-identity!    
 

Dr. Nishioka identified eight trends that are changing and challenging the church today: 

1) From tribal education to immigrant education.  (70% of the people in our pews were not born & 

raised in Presbyterian churches. Our liturgical traditions are unfamiliar to them.) 

2) From mission out there to mission right here.  (Just recently, the Presbyterian Church of Korea sent 

12 missionaries from Korea to work here in Missouri.)  

3) From reasoned spirituality to mystery-filled spirituality.  (Opening ourselves to the mystery, awe, 

and wonder of God.) 

4) From credentialed leadership to gifted leadership.  (It is part of the tone of our era that just because 

you have the title of “Rev.” doesn’t cut it – it’s more important to be gifted.) 

5) From long-term planning to short-term planning.  (Because so many changes are coming so fast. 

6) From mass evangelism to one-on-one evangelism.  (The days of Billy Graham style evangelism are 

over and done, today it is all about congregational evangelism.) 

(Continued from page 4) 
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7) From high tech to high touch.  (“In spite of all the connectedness, I feel so isolated and alone.” – a 

20-something.) 

8) From discipleship to apostleship.  (Apostles are sent out.  It’s not about us, it’s about God!) 
 

Today, power is shifting from the gifts of intellect and logic to the spiritual gifts of hospitality, compassion, 

and service seen in the ministry of Jesus.  While a wise and learned Rabbi, Jesus gave more time to healing, 

forgiving, reconciling, and casting out demons than arguing doctrine with the Pharisees.  He chose common 

folk as disciples rather than learned Pharisees, perhaps because they brought less baggage, and could be more 

open to the simple spirit of love.  
 

Phyllis Tickle observes that Emergence Christianity is less interested in academics, doctrine and creed and 

more interested in developing an affinity for the Hebrew way of conceiving and perceiving the Holy Spirit as 

“breath.”  Breathing in and breathing out the “life-giving” of God.  This is not to say that it doesn't recognize 

the gifts of academics, doctrine, and creeds – only that the power of the church in the age to come will not be 

located in “understanding” but will be in “expressing” the Spirit of God in acts of reconciliation, tolerance, 

justice, peace and love.  

 

 

THE EMERGENT CONVERSATION 
by Michele Shultz Hendrix, New Braunfels, Texas 

 

[Editor’s NOTE:  Michele Shultz Hendrix has spent a lifetime passionately involved in advocacy, program de-

velopment, Christian care-management, researching, networking, and providing resources in the area of Old-

er Adult Ministry.  She was appointed to the 2003 General Assembly Task Force for Older Adult Ministry 

working with middle governing bodies on issues of aging and the church.  Michele spent 15 years working as 

Director of Encore 50+ Adult Ministry at Grace Presbyterian Church in Houston, Texas.  The following arti-

cle expresses her observations and thoughts on The Great Emergence.] 
 

Are we actually now facing real change with The Great Emergence?  Haven’t changes been happening in tra-

ditional congregations like my own throughout my lifetime?  Are influences from the emergent conversation 

beginning to slowly make their way into “traditional” church life and practice?  These are important questions 

at an important time in our life as a denomination. 
 

How many churches do you know that aren’t facing the music, aren’t seeing their declining membership, and/

or declining worship attendance?  The church is at a crossroad, and has been for some time, but the church is 

not defunct.  It may take creative, innovative, and bold action, to do things differently, to implement and un-

derstand our ministries differently, to serve our congregations, communities, and the world differently.  But if 

we are prayerful, intentional, and resourceful it can be done.  If we open ourselves up to the possibility of 

“change” and act with integrity, mercy, and the courage to implement “change”, look at doing some things dif-

ferently, and be accessible and receptive to the movements of the Holy Spirit there is still hope for The Body 

of Christ – the church. 
 

There is such a broad diversity among those who call themselves emerging, from inerrant evangelicals to 

mainline liberals, and everything in between.  Many of today’s Christians have issues with the church, the 

split, the structure, the culture, the doctrine, the book of order, the interpretation of scripture, etc.  This is not 

something new particularly in PC(USA).  
 

As a matter of fact, religion, reference books, and politics dominate the top spots in the roster of best-selling 

books.  The Bible is the number one best-selling book in all of history.  I think it is a good place to start when 

we think about the future of the church.  I believe that God is at work in, and through, all of us – emergent, 

evangelical, fellowship, inclusive, or traditional.  

 

(Continued from page 5) 



A THOUGHT-FULL BOOK:  

At the Edge of Life: Conversations When Death is Near  
Written by Rev. Dr. Richard L. Morgan 

 

Death is a part of living.  God has promised to be with us, “… and lo, I am with you al-

ways, to the close of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)  Yet our society, and ourselves, are of-

ten unable or unwilling to talk to those who are nearing death.  Many of us would like to 

be able to say good-bye to a loved one with openness, love, and with reassurance.  How-

ever, when the time comes we are at a loss for words and appropriate thoughts totally 

escape us.  Dr. Morgan, age 85, draws upon insights from the Bible, and wisdom 

gleaned from a lifetime as a minister, a chaplain, and a hospice worker to gently guide 

us as we seek to be supportive to a loved one who is approaching death.  Death is a mys-

tery.  Richard Morgan says he wrote this small book -his final one- in the hope that it 

will help the living and the dying talk to each other during the extremely personal and 

profound last phase of life.  I recommend this book highly; it is very helpful to me. 

(Quentin Holmes, PNN Editor)  

 

 

LIVING IN GOD’S WORLD: The Future Church 
From Rev. June W. Begany, Old Stone Church / Cleveland, Ohio 

 

Let me start with a story.  In 1995, I led a group of people on a travel seminar, to look at religion and develop-

ment in Trinidad, Guyana and Suriname.  In these countries, roughly 1/3 of the people are Christians of vari-

ous denominations; 1/3 are Hindu; and 1/3 are Muslim.  We visited their places of worship, and talked with 

them about how religion is used to both promote, and to hold back, human development.  We also spent time 

with the indigenous people of the area, and attended worship in a number of Afro-Caribbean religious commu-

nities, including the Orisha followers of Triniad, and the Winti practitioners of Suriname.  Two seminarians 

from Louisville Seminary were on the trip, and after our return, one of them asked me, “What does all of that 

have to do with the congregation I am going to serve in suburban Virginia?”  My response to him was, “You 

have it backwards.  The question is, What does the congregation have to do with these people of the world.” 
 

When it is thriving, the church is engaged with the world.  When it is the bearer of the “Lively Word”, the church ex-

plores how to be the yeast, the salt, the light, in our one world home.  So, in order to talk about the church and the fu-

ture, we have to talk about the world in which we live.  What are some of the features that describe our world today?   
 

One dynamic is that of growing population, and growing diversity.  Increase in population is slower here in the 

U.S. than globally, but is catching up.  In terms of ethnic and religious diversity, the U.S. is also slowly be-

coming more like the rest of the world.  And, the U.S., like Europe, continues to see an increase in the involve-

ment of women in leadership and in all sectors of society. 
 

First conclusion:  If we want to have more than an abstract discussion about ways the church can have a lively 

presence in the world, we will have to have this diversity of people, and especially women, at the table!  The 

model of 5 white guys holding forth on this topic simply leaves out too many voices that need to be heard. 
 

Another striking feature of today’s world is that it is in crisis.  The world has always been full of difficulties, 

dangers, toil and snares, but now we face a number of major problems all at once.  Climate change and the 

degradation of the environment impinge on human living.  32 million acres of forest, the earth’s lungs, are be-

ing lost every year.  The world’s population is now higher than scientists have thought the earth would be able 

to continuously sustain.  And we have not yet begun to develop in a serious way alternate sources of power 

that are possible and that will be necessary. 
 

At the same time, economic systems around the world cannot find their way to stop depending on limitless 

(Continued on page 8) 
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growth, and endless consumption of natural resources.  Those who build and steer the economic engines do not 

seem to have much interest in creating a stable economy.  As Pope Francis put it last fall, the “worship of the 

ancient golden calf has returned in a new and ruthless guise in the idolatry of money and the dictatorship of an 

impersonal economy lacking a truly human purpose. The worldwide crisis affecting finance and the economy 

lays bare their imbalances and, above all, their lack of real concern for human beings.” 
 

And, this is also a time of growing violence – between nations, between ethnic groups, inside our communities 

and our homes.  To seek peace and pursue it seems more and more an afterthought, shunted aside as “unrealistic.” 
 

Second conclusion:  The problems we now face will require all of us, of all religions and of no religion, to co-

operate, share information and ideas, and work together toward solutions.  For the church to have a lively pres-

ence in this world, it will need to be working with all of those who care about the earth and human wellbeing. 
 

There is a further, perhaps even larger problem.  Our ability to articulate God’s Word of life in this world situ-

ation seems to be eroding just at a time when it is most needed.  Perhaps this is because 100’s of television 

channels and 1000’s of internet sites are ready to help us forget about all of this, and think only of our own 

pursuits.  Noise is omnipresent; speakers and video screens keep us distracted, energized by chatter and music, 

and cut off from reflection or thought.  Turned away from those centered times in which prayer is possible, and 

the spirit speaks to us.  Fears of all kinds are fanned into flame by these media – from fear of terrorists, to fear 

of not having the right body shape.  Considering radical new ideas, doing rigorous thinking, pursuing our own 

study – none of these are the focus of today’s media. 
 

Powerful contemporary forces move us in the direction of atomization.  That is, toward moving apart, and tak-

ing away ways we have learned to live in community with one another.  For example, our U.S. economy oper-

ates on the idea that, if each individual is able to pursue his or her self-interest freely, the common good will be 

maximally served.  A freely operating market, it is argued, will take care of everyone.  However, the gap be-

tween rich and poor is growing, as is the number of those in need.  According to the New York State Comp-

troller, those who work in Wall Street firms received $26.7 billion in bonuses in 2012 - more than twice the 

wages of all the 1,085,000 New Yorkers who work full-time at the minimum wage.  Economic and political 

forces urge the privatization of basic services, and the un-doing of communal responsibility for things like san-

itation and water, medical care and education.   Having corporate partners advertising to students and parents, 

and even promoting certain products in schools, is now routine; we do not have the will to pay for shools in 

which selling has no place.  Etc. 
 

The Third conclusion of this exploration is a question: Are we now able to exercise the prophetic calling of 

our faith?  Are we able to say, like Jeremiah, “Do you not see what they are doing in the cities of Judah and in 

the streets of Jerusalem?”  How can we speak out about what we see going on in the world?  How do we say, 

in our own language, but in the spirit of the Desert Fathers and Mothers of our faith, this is a shipwreck!  But 

here is a vision, and a way of practice, that leads to life!   
 

For the church to have an enlivening presence in the world, we will need to recover the ability, and the will, to 

speak honestly about what is going on in the world.   We cannot just provide comfort and some sense of stabitlity 

in the midst of these realities, although it will always be important to provide people a refuge from the shipwreck 

of the world, and a place in which meaning-making and human growth are promoted.  We also have to critique 

practices and views of society, and be involved in struggles to preserve creation and bring about justice. 
 

For the church to embody the Living Word in our world, it will need to make clear that God is the host in this 

world home of ours.  We Christians will need to say that human beings, and profit, are not at the center of the 

world.  We need to renew our proclamation that God is at the center of the Cosmos; that we live within God’s 

created order and ignore it, and its limits, at our peril; that human beings are made in God’s image, and there-

fore human wellbeing must be the measure of how economic and social life is organized.  To enliven the world 

(Continued from page 7) 
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we need to not only remember what we have to say, but also to proclaim it in our words and by our actions.   
 

Historically, the church has proven how flexible and creative it is in finding new shapes and vehicles for the 

continuation of its life, so this is not a huge matter for concern.  But what will make a difference is whether the 

church is sufficiently engaged with the world in which people actually live, whether it will still help humanity 

to wrestle with questions of meaning, and living. 
 

On this, Pope Francis again deserves our attention: 

“I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a 

Church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security. I do not want a 

Church concerned with being at the centre and which then ends by being caught up in a web of obsessions 

and procedures.  If something should rightly disturb us and trouble our consciences, it is the fact that so 

many of our brothers and sisters are living without the strength, light and consolation born of friendship 

with Jesus Christ, without a community of faith to support them, without meaning and a goal in life.  More 

than by fear of going astray, my hope is that we will be moved by the fear of remaining shut up within 

structures which give us a false sense of security, within rules which make us harsh judges, within habits 

which make us feel safe, while at our door people are starving.  Jesus does not tire of saying to us: “Give 

them something to eat” (Mk 6:37).” 

Perhaps most challenging here is this:  How are we to reclaim our understanding and practice of Christian theology?   
 

If we gave an exam on Christianity in our churches, I fear that we would find that we have not helped people 

come to a mature understanding of its essence.  I think we would find some whose idea is that, if you just be-

lieve in Jesus as your Lord and Savior, you are saved, and therefore need do nothing more.  I think we would 

find many who understand faith as something distinct from reason, and over against science.  We would dis-

cover that many in our churches do not know that reason, experience, and tradition (i.e., our history) are all 

sources, along with scripture, for figuring out what it means to live in relation to God.  They may not know 

how exciting it is to engage with all of this and to do theology, which is the calling of all of us. 
 

I am sure, if we gave this exam, that we would discover that we have preached and taught a lot about Jesus, but 

not about Christ, with the result that most of our people think that the God who created the world is separate from 

his Son Jesus, who redeemed the world.  Many have it in their heads that the Person Jesus who bore the sins of the 

world was not the eternal creative life of the world, but an entirely different person who was the sacrificial victim 

somehow required by God the Creator.  Unless it helps people wrestle with the reality of Christ crucified, the 

church will continue to allow the whole Jesus story to be nothing more than a story about the brutality of God. 
 

Fourth conclusion/question:  How will we teach, in ways with which contemporary people can engage, the 

central hope we hold, that God has become incarnate in the flesh and mess of this world, among us?  How will 

we make clear that God the Creator and Jesus Christ are one and the same?  How will we illuminate and offer 

the mysterious knowledge of our faith – that God is alive and at work within the evil and suffering of the world, 

transforming them just as surely as God in Christ was crucified and rose again into new and unending life? 
 

Finally, let me say that many want to fiddle around with predicting the future, and with rearranging the furniture and 

architecture to suit what they believe is coming, or what they want to attract into being – if only we offered more 

programming for families; if only we were more sophisticated in our use of technology.  But wasn’t it Jesus who 

told us, “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow; for tomorrow will be anxious about itself.” (Matthew 6:34)   
 

The Buddha was thinking much like Jesus when he said, “What you are is what you have been.  What you’ll be is 

what you do now.”  The key question is, What seeds are we planting now?  What are we now nurturing into being?   
 

Contrary to popular wisdom, the future does not belong to the young.  They are inheriting the future, but it be-

longs to us.  We can find new, and recover old, ways of expressing what it means to belong to God, and live ac-

cordingly.  To the extent that we do that, the church will live and understand that God is making all things new.  

(Continued from page 8) 
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CONSCIOUS ELDERHOOD: Creating a Legacy for Future Generations 
From Leta Kopp, Rockville, Maryland 

 

[Editor’s NOTE:  Additional information on this topic can be found online at centerforconsciouseldering.com] 
 

Throughout human history, the role of elder has been critical for the wellbeing of individuals as they age and 

for the societies they live in.  While this role is not recognized in contemporary western culture, a great many 

people are now hearing the call to grow into, and claim, their elderhood.  
 

Elderhood is both a stage of inner development and an outer role of sharing one's wholeness, wisdom and gifts 

with the community in ways appropriate to each individual elder.  Conscious eldering is a life choice that re-

quires commitment and a willingness to stretch oneself at a time in life when mainstream culture tells us our 

days of growth and relevance are behind us.  It is a journey of both inner growth and outer service, and its 

fruits are beautiful and impactful.  The following is a story submitted by a colleague in Sage-ing International, 

Paul Severance, whose commitment to Conscious Elderhood inspires me.  Paul is currently in the process of 

writing a book, A Call To Elders: Fulfilling Our Responsibilities to the Seventh Generation.   Severance’s 

words are: 
 

I had the great good fortune to spend the last 35 years of my working life doing work that I truly loved.  Many 

times during those years I said that it didn't feel like a job at all - if I hadn't needed to make a living, I would 

have been doing the same thing on a volunteer basis.  The other thing I often said during most of those 35 

years was that I would continue my work until they pushed me out the door in my wheel chair - why would I 

ever want to retire when I loved what I was doing? 
 

But something started shifting when I was about 63.  My energy for the tasks of identifying issues that mat-

tered to people and mobilizing them to take public action to address those issues was waning.  And my toler-

ance for spending the first five or six months of every year talking to state legislators with highly exaggerated 

views of their own wisdom and significance was disappearing rapidly. These tasks, which had been energizing 

me for over 30 years, were now draining me.  
 

And I really didn't know why the shift had taken place inside me.  I could blame it on age or on the fact that I 

had been working for 25 years with the same citizen’s organization which I had created in 1979.  But those 

ideas didn’t really explain the shift.  Slowly, however, I became clearer and clearer about what was going on; I 

was beginning to hear, oh so softly, the call of elderhood. 
 

The call of elderhood has been, for me, a voice that says “Slow down, Paul.  Access the inner wisdom you are 

capable of at this point in your life.  See yourself in a larger context of where you have come from, and what 

you want your legacy to be for the generations that will follow your brief time on this Earth.”  So my call was 

for both inner work and work in the world.  As I began to heed it, I had invaluable help along the way. 
 

I came across “From Age-ing to Sage-ing” by Zalman Schachter Shalomi, and that book turned on a light deep 

inside.  It resonated so deeply with me because, along with a clear pathway for the inner work of the elder, it 

challenged me to accept the responsibility of an elder for the welfare of future generations and the health of 

planet earth.  The fire in my belly was being re-ignited.  Additionally, participating in several Choosing Con-

scious Elderhood retreats with Ron Pevny and Anne Wennhold at Ghost Ranch had a big impact, because it 

got me out of my head and into my soul.  And the influence of wise elders in the ManKind Project and Sage-

ing International has supported me in important ways.   
 

So, while my path forward is not totally clear, I know the direction:  Keep doing my inner work.  Write, write, 

write – my life review, my daily journal, my reflections on every hot button in me that gets pushed.  And sit, 

sit, sit, giving myself time to do nothing except listening. 

(Continued on page 11) 



And while I sense a number of ways to fulfill my responsibilities as an elder, my primary calling has become 

clear; to use my talents as a writer and an organizer to help mobilize elders to take action to address the issue 

of climate change.  There are many valuable missions elders can adopt on behalf of the generations that will 

follow us.  Climate change caused by emissions of greenhouse gases is simply the most pressing for me be-

cause of the magnitude of its impact.  
 

While we cannot turn these critical issues around alone, elders are absolutely essential to any prospect for 

avoiding disaster for our grandchildren and their children.  Taking a longer view and focusing on future gener-

ations has always come naturally to elders.  And because of the unprecedented aging of the world’s population, 

elders will have the political clout to make a huge difference, if we make the commitment to act. 
 

Taking action can seem like an overwhelming mission.  My elder voice tells me, when I listen, that I should 

forget about the outcome (which I can’t control anyway) and focus on the contributions I am best able to 

make, one step at a time.   

 

 

 

HOW DIFFERENT GENERATIONS VIEW THE CHURCH 
 Rev. June W. Begany, Old Stone Church / Cleveland, Ohio 

 

[Editor’s NOTE:  This material was put together by Presbytery of the Western Reserve in support of a Presby-

tery-wide stewardship training program.  It was shared with us by Rev. Begany.] 
 

Each of us has been molded by the world in which we were born, raised, and have lived.  It is helpful to have 

an idea of how the different generations view the church.  The following broad guidelines are just that – gener-

alizations.  However, they do provide insight into why ideas that resonate with some of your congregation’s 

members sometimes fail to capture the participation, or interest, of members who are from a different genera-

tion.  The different demographic generations are: 
 

   GI Generation (sometimes called the “CIVIC” Generation)  Born 1901-1924          

         (John F. Kennedy, Jimmy Carter, Rosa Parks, Sandra Day O Conner, Dwight D. Eisenhower) 

 Responsibility and community orientation 

 Came of age during crisis – seek peace 

 Want to fit in and get along 

 Protection and prosperity – hustle and bustle 

 Want order, balance and clarity – tradition and organization important 

 Optimism, civic pride 

 Heroes and institution builders 

 Clear sense of right and wrong 

 Love being parents and encourage their children to be individuals 

 Strong church orientation – denominational loyalty as a team player 

 Downplay differences 

 God and duty go together 

 Patriotic and engaged in politics 

 Justice oriented and community oriented 

 Deeply affected by the Great Depression – frugal 

 Stewardship concerns – budget and accountability 

 God as majestic and benevolent and wholly other. 

 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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   SILENT Generation (sometimes called the “ADAPTIVE” Generation)  Born 1925-1942          

        (George H.W. Bush, Marin Luther King, Jr., Jessie Jackson, Col. Oliver North, Bill Cosby, John McCain) 

 Relationship oriented 

 Work is organizational, not personal 

 Embraces corporate systems  

 Family focus 

 Church loyalty 

 God as warm, gentle, welcoming parent 

 Comfortable with a relational Jesus 

 Likes good process, consensus, inclusivity 

 Respects experts and credentials 

 Ernest, quiet, human qualities 

 Nationalists 

 Enjoy stewardship visits based on stories and people 
 

   BABY BOOMER Generation (sometimes called the “IDEALISTIC” Generation)  Born 1943-1960          

         (Bill & Hilary Clinton, George W. Bush, Oprah Winfrey, The Chicago 8, Rush Limbaugh) 

 Values oriented 

 Intensely self-immersed 

 Rebellious toward older generations 

 Work measures a person 

 Strong justice orientation 

 Leadership based on credentials and experience 

 Raised in culture of abundance 

 Conspicuous consumption 

 Argumentative 

 TV driven 

 Life of grace – no consequences of sin 

 Individualistic meanings – feminism and gay rights 

 Seekers, not joiners 

 Workaholic 

 Experience and not rules are central 

 Child focused 

 NO stewardship visit – their home is their refuge! 

 My God … 
 

   GEN X Generation (sometimes called the “NOMAD” Generation)  Born 1961-1981          

         (Silicon Valley CEO’s. Tiger Woods, Barack Obama, George Clooney) 

 Experience oriented 

 Not as well off as parents 

 Latch-key kids 

 Liberty generation – it’s all about me 

 Raised in rapidly increasing numbers of divorced families 

 Comfortable in multi-cultural and global environment 

 Presence of suffering, disappointment, skepticism 

 Visual, not verbal 

 Interactive and participatory 

 Leadership based on gifts and talents and personality 

 Don’t have history, lingo – anti-tribalism 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 



 Task forces, not committees 

 Techies of the highest order – bloggers 

 Pragmatic minded 

 Hard working, hard playing – balance is important 

 Stewardship – focus on time and talent – not money– debt load  

 Web sites – not newspapers or snail mail – electronic giving 

 God can persuade me … 
 

   MILENIAL Generation (sometimes called the “GEN Y” Generation)  Born 1982-2003          

         (Prince William and Prince Harry, Britney Spears, Mark Zuckerburg, Internet Enterpreneurs) 

 Responsibility and community oriented 

 Rules and respect important 

 Clear sense of right and wrong 

 Powerful, capable, and competent 

 Environmentalists 

 Working together in local interests 

 Teaching the basics 

 Renewed interest in order and structure 

 Parents as friends 

 Shopping malls as social meccas 

 Facebook, MySpace, YouTube, instant messaging 

 Latest version of the American Dream – can do attitude 

 Team players 

 Yearning for inner world to be calm – religious awakening 

 Justice and pragmatism 

 Cooperation, community, harmony, and balance are important 

 Optimism and hope 

 OUR God is …  

 

 

 

A CELTIC PRAYER 
 

You are the peace of all things calm 

You are the place to hide from harm 

You are the light that shines in dark 

You are the heart’s eternal spark 

You are the door that’s open wide 

You are the guest who waits inside 

You are the stranger who waits at the door 

You are the calling of the poor 

You are my Lord and with me from ill 

You are the light, the truth, the way 

You are my savior this very day. 
 

    (From Celtic oral tradition) 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 12) 
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Organizational Members 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
Midland, TX 

 

Flushing House 
Flushing, NY 

 

Grosse Ile Presby Church 
Grosse Ile, MI 

 

Highland Presby Church 
Maryville, TN 

 
 
 

McLeod Memorial  
Presbyterian Church 

Bartow, FL 
 

Palos Park Community 
Church 

Palos Park, IL 
 

PCUSA Special Offerings 
Louisville, KY 

 

Presby's Inspired Life 
Lafayette Hill, PA 

 

 

Presbyterian Association  
of Homes & Services  

for the Aging 
Roseville, MN 

 

Presby Senior Care 
Oakmont, PA 

 

Point Loma Community  
Presbyterian Church 

San Diego, CA  
 

St. John's Presby Church 
Reno, NV 

 

United Adult Ministry 
Flushing, NY 

 

United Lifeline 
Flushing, NY 

 

United Presby Home 
Washington, IA 

 

Westminster Communities  
Bradenton, FL  
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A CONTEMPLATIVE WAY: Doing Nothing 
by Wesley Lachman, Central Presbyterian Church / Eugene, Oregon 

 

No matter what our particular faith tradition, we have been given a to-do list: pray, read spiritual books, do 

meditation, be selfless, fight injustice, and so on.  However, there is another way, a way that leaves all these 

tasks behind and, curiously, may bring them back at the end.  It is the way of doing nothing.  It is the way im-

plied by "Be still and know that I am God." (Psalm 46:10)  Don't confuse this with laziness or indifference.  It 

is a way of doing nothing so deep that everything else is found to be resting in it. 
 

Let me try to describe the how and then the why of this way.  You may want to come back to this later and ac-

tually try it on for size.  The first step is to do nothing with the body.  Find a quiet place where you can sit 

comfortably – without falling asleep.  Just allow all your muscles to relax as much as you are able.  If you have 

a favorite way to do this, please use it.  Fold your hands together in your lap or just rest them on your thighs.  

For now, let your eyes close between glances at these words.  At this moment, except for breathing and heart, 

your body is doing nothing.  Meanwhile, the mind is busy producing thoughts.  Don't try to silence it.  It can-

not be stopped.  The mind's job is to produce thought after thought.  Just quit following the thoughts.  Just re-

fuse to let your attention be captured by them.  Instead, turn toward what is in between thoughts or what they 

are floating in.  Look at what appears when you finish a sentence.  Perhaps you can begin to sense the stillness 

that is around thoughts and in you.   
 

Every muscle relaxed, every thought untouched, every sensation allowed.  Be neither trying to get anything – 

not even stillness – nor trying to get rid of anything.  Just be.   
 

Right now you are no longer a doer, although you can still feel bodily sensations.  You are no longer a thinker, 

although unasked-for thoughts are still floating by.  So now who remains, who does not dissolve away like the 

sensations and thoughts?  What are you when you are doing nothing?  You are stillness, like the stillness of an 

open sky, which is open to everything but does nothing. 
 

And so, when all of the temporary doings – doing actions, doing thinking – have been set aside, only stillness 

remains.  This stillness is the essence of what you are.  All your living happens in this.  Every movement, eve-

ry emotion, every sensation, every thought arises in this stillness.  Here the divine will may arise on its own 

and become apparent to you. 
 

Just watch.  You are stillness, and gazing upon this, you see the face of God. 

 

  

MEMBERSHIP FOR 2014 
Membership fees for 2014 are now being accepted.  Thank you to those that have already  

joined or renewed their membership for 2014!  See page 16 for a membership application. 
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Individual Members 
 
 

David Aaronson 
Matthews, NC 

 

Leslie Acred 
Blytheville, AR 

 
Anne Adams 

Vero Beach, FL 
 

Carol Allen 
Chicago, IL 

 
Hugh Ash 

De Land, FL 
 

Steve Aschmann 
Clayton, NC 

 
Kent Aughe 

Royal Oak, MI 
 

Pat Baker 
Lilburn, GA 

 
Frank Baldwin 
Evanston, IL 

 

Eldon Beery 
Ann Arbor, MI 

 
June Begany 

Cleveland Heights, OH 
 

Dwane Bell 
Maryville, TN 

 
Barbara Bender 
Commerce, GA 

 

Marvin Bergman 
Seward, NE 

 
Patricia Brook 
Mansfield, OH  

 

Jon Brown 
Jersey City, NJ 

 
Claire Butler 

So. Charleston, WV 
 

Don Carlin 
Philadelphia, PA 

 
David Carlton 
Palos Park, IL 

 

David Castrodale 
Keokuk, IA 

 

Donna Coffman 
Fuquay-Varina, NC 

 

Bill Cooley 
St. Petersburg, FL 

 
Walter Cottingham 

Kingstree, SC 
 

Lisa Cross 
Suffolk, VA  

 
Mary Currie 
Houston, TX 

 

Judy Denenholz 
Pasadena, CA 

 
Bettye Dixie 

Huntsville, AL 
 

David Drain 
Lakeland, FL 

 
Miriam Dunson 
Commerce, GA 

 

Juanita Eldridge 
Westfield, NC 

 
James Ellor 

McGregor, TX 
 

Stephanie Friant 
Chanhassen, MN 

 
Linda Graham 
Nowata, OK 

 

Lucille Grayson 
Huntsville, AL 

 
Thomas Grissom 

Stone Mountain, GA 
 

Charles Gross, Jr. 
Lancaster, PA 

 
Michele Hendrix 

New Braunfels, TX 
 

Joyce Hetzler 
Bay City, MI 

 
Quentin Holmes 

Marcola, OR 
 

Ronald Hopkins 
Henrico, VA  

 
 

Barbara Huggins 
Lakeland, FL 

 

Richard Huggins 
Lakeland, FL 

 
Mary Ann Johnson 
Watkinsville, GA 

 

Linda Kelly 
Lafayette, LA 

 
Adrienne Knight 

Bowie, MD 
 

Dennis Kopp 
Rockville, MD 

 
Leta Kopp 

Rockville, MD 
 

Diane Ludewig 
Aliquippa, PA 

 
Marie Martin 

Gibsonville, NC 
 

Beecher Mathes 
Athens, GA 

 
Patricia McCleary 
San Antonio, TX 

 

Donna McDaid   
Milford, NJ 

 
Jan McGilliard  
Blacksburg, VA  

 

Mary McGuire  
Houston, TX 

 
Richard Morgan 

N. Huntingdon, PA 
 

Helen Morrison 
Grosse Ile, MI 

 
Dick Neelly 
Dalton, GA 

 

Sue Neelly 
Dalton, GA 

 
Ginny Nyhuis 
Oostburg, WI 

 

Agnes Peebles 
Cranberry Twp, PA 

 
 

Gloria Pendleton 
Silver Spring, MD 

 

Denise Phelps 
Houston, TX 

 
Maynard Pittendreigh 

Orlando, FL 
 

Irene Platt 
Sun Lakes, AZ 

 
Max Plat 

Sun Lakes, AZ 
 

Chris Pomfret 
Beaver Creek, OH 

 
Douglas Potter 
Albertville, MN 

 

Elizabeth Raitt 
Woodbury, MN 

 
Charlsie Ramsey 

Newark, OH 
 

Montie Redenius 
Grinnell, IA  

 
Lilian & Ralph Rhudy 

Richmond, VA 
 

Richard Ridge 
Fredericksburg, VA  

 
Robert Ridgway 
Beltsville, MD 

 

Rose Marie Ridgway 
Beltsville, MD 

 
Gerald Sanders 
Oakmont, PA 

 

Diane Saupe 
Lewis Center, OH 

 
Wanda Sawyers 

Bradbury, CO 
 

Walter Schoedel 
St. Louis, MO 

 
Hazel Schuller 

Sanibel, FL 
 

Darlene Shepherd 
Oskaloosa, IA   

 
 

Marvin Simmers 
Avondale Estates GA 

 

JoAnn Simmers 
Avondale Estates GA 

 

Henry Simmons 
Richmond, VA  

 

Charles Spears 
Carlisle, PA 

 

Al Stacer 
Lilburn, GA 

 

Charles Sutton 
Richmond, VA  

 

Lanelle Taylor 
Clifton, TX  

 

Anne Tarbutton 
Blowing Rock, NC 

 

Louis Thompson 
Bonita Springs, FL 

 

Larry Thornton 
Olathe, KS 

 

Tom Tickner 
DeSoto, TX 

 

Lynne Trout 
Delanco, NJ 

 

Richard Trout 
Delanco, NJ 

 

Annabelle Wells 
Kearney, NE 

 

Nancy Williams-Berry 
Colfax, NC 

 

Alan Winkenhofer 
Elizabethtown, KY 

 

Fred Winterowd 
St. Louis, MO 

 

Cindy Wright 
Solana Beach, CA  

 

Dianna Wright 
Clemmons, NC 

 

Bill Young, Jr. 
Lower Gwynedd, PA 

 

Désirée Youngblood 
Paris, KY 

 



POAMN Network News 

P.O. Box 700311 

Oostburg, WI  53070 

POAMN 2014 Membership Application 
 

Name: 

 

Address: 
 

City/State/Zip: 

 

Phone:       Email: 

 

Synod:       Presbytery: 

 

Church:      Other (Organization): 

*** I would like to receive future PNN issues by:    □ email      □ hard copy            
 

Membership Type: 

 □ $30 Full □ $20 Affiliate □ $100 Institutional, Church & Judicatory Membership  
 

To continue POAMN’s ministry to older adults and those engaged in ministries for older adults, I would like  
 

to make an extra gift of  $   to POAMN. 
 

  Make checks payable to:           POAMN 

c/o Cindy Wright , Treasurer 

120 Stevens Avenue, Solana Beach, CA  92075   
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


