
A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR 
 

Good Morning from Oregon, 
 

The theme of this issue of PNN is, And They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our 

Love.  Our actions often speak far louder than any of our words.  In an era when 

open disagreement and harsh words seem to dominate the daily news, it is uplift-

ing and inspiring to see the caring response of seemingly ordinary people to oth-

ers when tragedy strikes.  These people may or may not identify themselves as 

“Christian”, but the love they share truly is from God.  Several articles in this 

issue reflect on this theme: 

 MEMO FROM MEMBERSHIP by Linda Rauenbuehler  

 KNOWN BY OUR LOVE? by Michelle Hendrix   

 AND THEY’LL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS BY OUR LOVE by 

Stephen Wallace & Quentin H. 
 

The first ever, POAMN One-Day Regional Conference took place in Winston-

Salem, NC on October 19th, 2017.  The theme, “Celebrating the Gift of Aging” 

was explored by keynote speaker Rev. Jill Crainshaw, and amplified in a variety 

of excellent workshops.  Annie Tarbutton’s article, POAMN Winston-Salem 

Regional Conference, shares this special day.  Thank you Marvin Simmers, and 

Annie Tarbutton, and Dianna Wright, and all the others, who helped plan and 

carry out this wonderful conference! 
 

POAMN’s next Annual Conference will be held at Zephyr Point/ Lake Tahoe on 

June 5th - 8th, 2018.  Mark your 2018 calendars for this upcoming event and 

watch for registration information coming in January.  
 

PNN is your newsletter.  We need you to send us short notes about things you 

have done, or ideas that your group has found to work.  Many older adults are in 

our Congregations.  By the power of God, plus our faithfulness, and our warmth, 

we can reach out.  Thanks be to God!  
 

Quentin Holmes / Marcola, OR  
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POAMN is a 501(c)(3),  

all of your extra gifts 

are tax deductible. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

POAMN’S NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
 

June 5-8, 2018 
 

Zephyr Point Conference Center Lake Tahoe, NV 
 

“Savoring the Journey” 



POAMN PRESIDENT’S REFLECTION 
 

POAMN has had a great year in 2017 thanks to the loyalty of our members and the 

dedication of your Executive Committee.  This has been a year filled with commit-

ment, connection, excitement, opportunity, and growth.  There are a few things I want 

to highlight. 
 

Membership (as of 12/10/17): Institutional 36; Individual 83; Couples 32, Associates 

13.  We ask that you please remember POAMN in your year-end giving.  POAMN is 

a 501(c)(3), so all of your extra gifts are tax deductible.  
 

In the January/February issue of Presbyterians Today Magazine many of our 

POAMN leaders in Older Adult Ministry were interviewed and highlighted.  Beyond 

Bingo: The Changing Face of Older Adult Ministry by Susan Rothemberg - www.presbyterianmission.org/

story/beyond-bingo-changing-face-older-adult-ministry/. The Final Frontier: The Challenge of Aging Grace-

fully by Caroline Vickery, and The Big Ones: Decisions for the Last Third of Life by Chris Pomfret 

www.presbyterianmission.org/story/0117-final/. 
 

On February 4, 2017, I was blessed to present a workshop on Older Adult Ministry in Houston, TX at 

Presbytery New Covenant Leadership Enrichment Event for church officers and other leaders at St. Phillip 

Presbyterian Church in Houston.  This event provides inspiration and training to equip church leaders in their 

ministry through keynote presentation and workshops led by highly trained teachers and presenters.  
 

Then on February 25, 2017, I was pleased to present a workshop on Older Adult Ministry in Birmingham, 

AL at The Main Event Leadership Training and Development for Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley on 

February 24-25th at Independent Presbyterian Church.   
 

The 7th International Conference on Ageing and Spirituality took place on June 4th-7th in Forest Park, 

Illinois.  POAMN was one of its sponsors – and it was truly a win-win for everyone involved!  Henceforth, 

POAMN will not only be more ecumenical it will also have an international flavor.  Articles about what tran-

spired during this informative and uplifting conference are in the online editions of the PNN Network News at 

www.poamn.org in the Summer and the Autumn 2017 PNN Network News.  
 

The first regional, one-day, conference was held recently on Thursday, October 19, 2017, in Winston-

Salem, North Carolina.  Over 100 participants came out to hear the presenter, Rev. Jill Crainshaw speaking 

on “Celebrating God’s Gift of Aging”.   Another one-day regional POAMN conference is in the very begin-

ning planning stages for Columbus, Ohio in October of 2018.  
 

On November 2, 2017, I had the privilege of presenting a one-half day workshop for the Philadelphia Pres-

bytery Older Adult Ministry Task Force whose topic was Engaging in Aging That is Changing to a group of 

65 leaders in Older Adult Ministry from the area. 
 

The next major event is our annual POAMN conference on June 5-8, 2018, at the Zephyr Point Confer-

ence Center in Zephyr Cove, Nevada on the beautiful Lake Tahoe.  The theme is “Savoring the Jour-

ney” (Acts 3:20a).  Look for more information about registering for this exciting event in the next few weeks.  
 

POAMN is a 501(c)(3), non-profit organization celebrating its 36th anniversary under the Mission Agency 

Board of PC(USA).  We continue to work collectively as a network serving as advocates for the aging in our 

church and our society.  As we actively address the new challenges and the ever changing needs of our 

church’s aging membership, advocating on behalf of our older adult members, may we continue the good work 

of honoring our older adults and the contributions that they have made in our society!  

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Michele Hendrix 
POAMN President 
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My hope is that this holy season will bring the gift of happiness to you and yours!  May your Christmas holi-

day and all the days that follow be filled with warmth and good cheer.  And may the miracle of Christmas 

touch your heart with peace and joy.    
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 

Blessings,  
 

Michele Hendrix 
POAMN President                      

Email – tmichelehendrix@icloud.com 

                                                                 

      

 

    MEMO FROM MEMBERSHIP 
 

They Will Know We Are Christians By Our Love 
 

The theme of this Holiday Issue of POAMN Network News is: “They will know we 

are Christians by our love”.  John 13:34-35 states, “A new command I give you:  

Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this every-

one will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  Living in the Las 

Vegas valley, I have had a front row seat, these past several weeks, in viewing love 

being extended to others. even to the point of risking one’s own life to help another.  

The horrible tragedy suffered in Las Vegas on October 1st will affect our entire valley 

forever. 
 

Love was shown by all the first responders who undoubtedly saved many lives and by all the medical person-

nel in the emergency rooms, trauma units and hospitals who continued to save lives.  We observed love when 

so many people wanted to donate blood that the blood centers couldn’t keep up and had to request potential 

donors to come back later in the week.  Many people provided financial help.  Love was evident as prayer ser-

vices were pulled together in less than a day at our church as well as numerous churches of all denominations 

throughout the valley to pray, cry, hear words of hope and support one another.  Sadly, hatred and evil do exist 

in our world and we need to remember this command to love one another as we are loved not only during this 

Advent season but always. 
 

Membership renewal for 2018 

As you can see from Michele’s article, we are ending 2017 

with a membership of 164 units.  Each institutional, couple, 

individual, and affiliate membership is counted as one unit.  

Soon you will be receiving an email reminding you about 

renewing your membership for 2018.  As we are a 501(c)(3) 

organization, additional gifts are also graciously accepted.  I 

am excited to see what 2018 brings for POAMN.  Opportu-

nities are being planned to continue connecting people with 

an interest in older adult ministry.  I am also grateful for the 

annual planning guide and all the issues of POAMN Net-

work News that provide me with ideas, throughout the year, 

as I work with my special older adults.  

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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A View of Lake Tahoe                                                                                            
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Annual Conference at Lake Tahoe 

Please don’t forget to mark your calendar for the 2018 Annual Conference on June 5-8, 2018 at Zephyr Point 

on Lake Tahoe.  The POAMN conferences are always a good opportunity to meet new people, get new ideas 

and become rejuvenated to go back to your particular setting with renewed enthusiasm.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Linda Rauenbuehler  
POAMN Membership Chair 

 

 

 

RETIRED MINISTERS, SPOUSES AND SURVIVORS 
by Rev. Dennis J. Haines HR, Liaison member on POAMN Executive Committee 

 

[Editor’s NOTE:  As of 31 December 2016, the Association of 

Retired Ministers, Their Spouses or Survivors (ARMSS) dis-

solved and past ARMSS members are encouraged to join 

POAMN.  Rev. Dennis Haines now serves retired ministers, 

spouses and survivors as a member of POAMN.] 
 

I am known in my Presbytery as one who cares for retired clergy, 

spouses and survivors.  I am always concerned about their needs 

which seemingly is why “Mike” opened up to me and said that 

he was afraid to retire.  Retirement means giving up his church 

family and his lifelong friends.  He is wondering how he can pos-

sibly begin all over again finding that church family and those 

church friends.  He asked me if the Board of Pensions had any 

help with these spiritual and psychological challenges of retire-

ment.  I said at this moment no but at least they are open to work-

ing with POAMN in developing much needed programs that 

might help.  But the real challenge will be convincing Presbyteries and active pastors of the churches today 

that retired clergy need not be seen as a threat but rather as an asset in the life of the church. 
 

Our workshop at Winston Salem, NC opened the eyes of those who attended to the agony of retirement for 

clergy and their families that cannot be solved by sending a check each month.  We need to realize that a fun-

damental shift in attitude toward older retired clergy and their family’s needs to take place.  POAMN is com-

mitted to this challenge for us.  They want to work with us!  That is why those who were active in the former 

ARMSS need to join POAMN!  If you have not yet joined, in this newsletter there is an application for you to 

fill out and join. 
 

There will be more regional events for us to attend and a bi-annual conference each year where we can recon-

nect.  We need to be aware that we belong because of the many “Mikes” out there who are afraid to retire be-

cause of the way regulations are currently for retired clergy and their families.  We need to help develop pro-

grams that can change attitudes and value the gifts of all older adults but especially retired clergy and their 

families who have served the church faithfully for many years.  This could be our greatest gift of love to them 

as they move forward to retirement.  

 

 

(Continued from page 3) 

Rev. Dennis Haines , HR 



POAMN WINSTON-SALEM REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
“Celebrating the Gift of Aging” 

By Annie Tarbutton / Blowing Rock, North Carolina 
 

“In old age, [the righteous] still produce fruit; they are always green and full of sap, showing that the  

Lord is upright; God is my rock and there is no unrighteousness in God.”  Psalm 92:13-14 (NRSV) 
 

October 19, 2017 

Highland Presbyterian Church, Winston-Salem, NC 
 

On a beautiful fall day, POAMN celebrated their first Regional One Day Conference in Winston-Salem, North 

Carolina, hosted by Highland Presbyterian Church and had over 100 attendees.  This regional conference start-

ed planning over a year and a half ago with a collaboration of POAMN and regional leadership and sponsor-

ship.  Leadership team members included 

Rev. Marvin Simmers, POAMN Member; 

Anne  Tarbutton, POAMN Conference Chair; 

Lillian Rhudy, POAMN Conference Chair 

Elect; Ginny Nyhuis, POAMN Administrator; 

Dianna Wright, POAMN Communications 

Chair and Associate Presbyter at Salem Pres-

bytery / African-American Ministries /EQUIP 

Ministry Area; Rev. Steve Aschmann, 

POAMN Nominating Committee Chair;  Rev. 

Debbie Layman, Chair of Leadership Team 

and Associate Pastor at Highland Presbyteri-

an Church in Winston-Salem; Rev. Linda 

Browne, Chaplain at Salemtowne Continuing 

Care Retirement Community that upholds 

Moravian values in Winston-Salem; Rev. 

Nancy Williams-Berry, Chaplain at River 

Landing Presbyterian Homes Continuing Care Retirement Community in Colfax, NC; and Linda Lewis, Asso-

ciate Director, Director of the Faith in Action Care Program at the Shepherd’s Center in Winston-Salem. 
  

The day began with gracious, southern hospitali-

ty from volunteers from Highland Presbyterian 

preparing hot coffee and delicious, fresh bagels 

for all.  Additionally, during the lunch break at-

tendees had many choices of salads and sand-

wiches catered from the famous Salem Kitchen. 

Later in the day we had snacks of pretzels and 

cookies. 
 

Next, a welcome was extended by Highland Pres-

byterian’s Rev. Debbie Layman and Rev. Randy 

Harris.  Then, POAMN President Michele Hen-

drix gave a warm welcome, shared information 

about POAMN, and expressed deep gratitude to 

the leadership team for their effort in planning 

and execution of the conference. 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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PLENARY SESSION 
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Centering the tone for the day, an Opening Meditation, was led by Chaplain Nancy Williams-Berry.  It was 

based on Mark 4:30-31 where Jesus is talking about the Kingdom of God being like a mustard seed.  After qui-

eting and listening to music Nancy read a prayer and the scripture passage.  Then she asked the folks at each 

table to pass the bowl of mustard seeds and to take one to hold in their hand.  They were to ask themselves 

what new life was yearning to be born-waiting inside you.  Then they shared this if they wished with their 

neighbor.  After reading the scripture once more, she shared the following prayer: “Gracious God, may our 

deepest yearning meet the ardent impulse of your love and your will.  Loving God, nourish the seed of hope 

that is dormant within us.  I eagerly await the fullness of life that only your Spirit can give.  Come Spirit of 

Life.”  
 

Progressing, the much anticipated Keynote entitled 

Abide from Rev. Dr. Jill Crainshaw was delivered.  (Jill 

is acting Dean and Blackburn Professor of Worship and 

Liturgical Theology at Wake Forest University School of 

Divinity, Faculty Directory, recently authored Savoring 

Places, Saving Graces: Liturgy Distilled from Everyday 

Life, Community Leaders, MDiv, Southeastern Baptist 

Theological Seminary; PhD, Union Theological Semi-

nary/Presbyterian School of Christian Education).  
 

Abide in me as I abide in you.  Just as the branch cannot 

bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither 

can you unless you abide in me.  I am the vine, you are 

the branches.  Those who abide in me and I in them bear 

much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.  

(John 15:4-5). 
 

Jill shared that she had gone to a friend’s mother’s (Betsy) Moravian funeral. “In the service, a spiritual autobi-

ography was read aloud.  Moravians call this spiritual autobiography a lebenslauf, or life path.  The lebenslauf 

weaves together human stories and God’s story.” In the lebenslauf she met Betsy . She liked her. Through her 

she encountered God.” 
 

Jill goes on to share how at the “gravesite, encircling the cemetery, like great musical arms of God was a 60 

piece, 15-80 age players, Moravian Band.  They orchestrated a lebenslauf in song to accompany the family to 

the gravesite.  Moravians encourage lifelong musicality. Again she saw God while watching a tuba player 

packing up his music and loaded the tuba onto his walker and headed to his car.  In her words, “Yes, I am cer-

tain that there in life’s final resting place I saw God.  And I am also certain that God is with us as we journey 

each step of our lebenslauf landscape.  That is the Gospel promise and one of the most profound gifts of aging-

of life’s many ages - we can celebrate today.”  
 

“So the question – how do we help each other and our communities see the last third of our days not as foot-

notes but as new landscapes where with God as our dance partner we can hollow valleys out and raise new 

mountains up with each step we take?  How do we embrace the potential each year-each day-brings for the hu-

man spirit to expand and deepen into our identities as God’s beloved children?” 
 

“That is why this gathering is so important.  We have a chance to imagine the Gospel possibilities of aging. 

Two thoughts: All human stories are a part of God’s Story and God also calls us to abide, stay, dwell in 

God’s love.  Authentic life is not just about producing.  It’s about abiding.  We abide in love-grafted onto 

God’s vine-then God cultivates the right fruit for the right season in us and through us.  When we abide in 

God’s love-then we bear God’s fruit of mercy and grace.  So we hear Jesus’ radical call to us across the 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER – REV. JILL CRAINSHAW 



lifespan.  WE are the body of Christ-2000+ years old.  Yes, we are the aging, broken, bent over, and oh so 

beautiful-body of Christ.  And what is Jesus’ lebenslauf?  We read it in the Gospels.” 
 

Continuing, attendees could choose from a wide variety of 75 Minute Workshops that were offered twice dur-

ing the day.  They included: 
 

 Living Longer, Living Stronger – Led by Barbara Nicklas Ph.D., Deputy Director, Sticht Center on 

Healthy Aging and Alzheimer’s Prevention, Professor or Gerontology and Geriatric Medicine, Wake For-

est School of Medicine and Tina Ellis Brinkley, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Gerontology and Geriatric 

Medicine, Wake Forest School of Medicine. 
 

 Making Your Third Thirty a Great Thirty – Led by Chris Pomfret, VP of POAMN.  He is a recently re-

tired Aerospace Consultant and Ruling Elder at Bath Presbyterian Church, Beavercreek, Ohio. 
 

 Thriving Where You Are – Led by Dianna Wright, Associate Presbyter for Equip and African American 

Ministries for Salem Presbytery.   
 

 When Words Fail:  Spiritual Care and Dementia 

– Led by Rev. Kathy Berry, Chaplain at Westmin-

ster Canterbury of Richmond, a Continuing Care 

Retirement Community. In 2016, Kathy published 

a book, When Words Fail: Practical Ministry to 

People with Dementia and their Caregivers. 
 

 New Every Morning: Hope amidst Grief and 

Loss – Led by Rev. Susan MacDonald Roddey, 

Presbyterian Minister and the Director of Spiritual 

Life at Abernethy Laurels Retirement Community 

in Newton, NC. 
 

 Older Adult Ministry in Action – Led by Michele 

Hendrix, President of POAMN, Rev. Linda 

Browne of Salemtowne Retirement Community 

and Jeanne Wooten, Trinity Presbyterian Church, Winston-Salem. 
 

 Retired Clergy:  Asset or Liability – Led by The Rev. Dennis Haines, Retired Presbyterian Pastor who re-

sides in Independence, MO.  He is currently the Retired Minister, Spouses, and Survivors Liaison for 

POAMN. 
 

 Ritual and Spirituality in Life’s Later Years – Led by Keynoter, Rev. Jill Crainshaw. 
 

Last, our closing meditation was led by the Rev. Linda Browne.  “We are directed in scripture to bear good 

fruit and the Psalmist says that “in old age, the righteous still produce fruit.”  We celebrate that in our learning 

and sharing, we are still fruit-bearing.  We produce fruit of love, joy peace, patience…and also other fruit: jus-

tice, hospitality, encouragement, and truth-telling.”  After pondering what fruit God is growing within us, we 

each shared a mandarin orange with our neighbor and said, “May you continue to bear fruit for the Lord.”  

 

 

The weather doesn’t matter 

  If our hearts are all aglow; 

  It’s almost time for Christmas 

  What fun if it should snow! 
         

            - Hallie Huntington  
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OLDER ADULT PURPOSE GROUP – PRESBYTERY OF THE JAMES 
By Lillian Rhudy / Richmond, VA 

 

The Older Adult Purpose Group (OAPG) of the Presbytery of the James in Richmond, Virginia hosted another 

Fall Retreat at Camp Hanover in Mechanicsville, VA.  The retreat featuring Keynote Speaker Rev. Dr. Samuel 

Adams, Professor of Old Testament at Union Presbyterian Seminary.  The theme of the retreat was Reconcili-

ation and Embracing Aging.  Some 40 Seniors attended this event.  
 

Breakout sessions featured:  Rev Janet James on Reconciliation with modern technology and the aging pro-

cess; Rev Rebekah Johns on Reconciliation and maintaining relationships with family and friends; Rev Jock 

O’Connell on Sharing our own reconciliation with the potpourri of aging; Lillian Rhudy, MSW, LCSW on 

Reconciliation with changes in our independence and aging.     
 

The cost of this retreat was only $20, 

and included a delicious continental 

breakfast, and hardy family style lunch 

on a beautiful autumn day, September 

28, 2017.   Some of you POAMN 

members will remember having a visit 

and dinner at Camp Hanover at the 

2016 Annual Conference here in Rich-

mond, VA.  
 

Presbytery of the James’ Older Adult 

Purpose Group also sponsored a 2-hour 

mini-workshop on Sunday afternoon, 

August 27, 2017 at the historic Byrd 

Presbyterian Church in Goochland, 

VA.  The pastor of this church sent out 

invitations to the churches in this rural 

area west of Richmond. 
 

This workshop for seniors, families of seniors, pastors, and DCE’s was to explore issues related to “End of 

Life Planning.”  This workshop focused on three components of preplanning: The Five Wishes, Planning Your 

Memorial Celebration of Life Service, and Writing Your Own Obituary.  These were lead respectively by 

Lillian Rhudy, MSW, LCSW and POAMN Board Member; Rev. Dr.  Carroll A. Londoner, PhD, HR, Teach-

ing Elder; and Rev. Mary Jane Winters, M.DIV, Teaching Elder.  These presentations were well received.  A 

couple of comments were included one from the Norfolk Presbytery asking us to consider going down there, 

and Byrd church, encouraged by the attendees, to continue with this series for others as they found it very 

helpful. 
 

Some 65 persons attended this Sunday afternoon event at the Historic Byrd Presbyterian Church from 4-6 p.m.  

About 15% were from other faith groups.  All members of the OAPG participated in this well received event.  

We provided a supper of fruit salad, sandwiches, veggie tray, cookies and drinks.  We provided this through 

using Fresh Market, Sam’s Club, and Costco at a cost of $3.75 per person.  Each attendee was given a copy of 

the Five Wishes.  
 

Presbytery of the James OAPG plans to continue to offer about four of these a year to outlying areas. 

 

 

GREAT ROOM AT CAMP HANOVER – CHRISTMASTIME 



KNOWN BY OUR LOVE? 
By Michelle Hendricks / New Braunfels, TX 

 

Christians are supposedly known by their love… 
 

How are we doing loving other Christians?  How am I doing loving other Christians?  “We are one in the spir-

it, we are one in the Lord.  And we pray that all unity may one day be restored.”  Regardless of which “news” 

channel you watch or listen to, information is often stated in a manner that reflects that this year has been one 

of combative confrontation, clash, challenge, conflict, and controversy.  What has happened to Christian mor-

als, values and codes of conduct, caring, concern, compassion, and connection?  With all that has happened in 

2017, why are we not hearing more about these?  I am convinced that these reporters do not have it right! 
 

Love is something we all know about and all desire.  But so often it seems to be the most difficult thing for us 

to practice.  In Galatians 5:14 Paul says, “The whole law is summed up in a single command: you shall love 

your neighbor as yourself.”  He goes on to state we are to bear each other’s burdens and love each other.  That 

is a clear message that is sometimes difficult to see being put into daily practice in our current controversial 

culture. 
 

I am convinced that my real life experience is not reflected in these news reports and that the media has it 

wrong.  There has been a lot of good happening in my church, city, community, and state this year.  A tragic 

church bus accident that took 13 lives here in New Braunfels, TX this spring.  This was immediately followed 

by the benevolence and an absolutely unbelievable outpouring of love and support coming from everywhere.  
 

Then horrific Hurricane Harvey came ashore along the Texas Gulf Coast this summer on August 25th moving 

slowly and lingering on land until August 30th before going back out into the Gulf and then moving into Loui-

siana.  Finally Harvey turned inland crossing into Alabama, Mississippi, Georgia, Tennessee, Kentucky, and 

North Carolina.  It was one of the wettest hurricanes and prolific tornado producers for a tropical cyclone caus-

ing destruction and devastation along its path in a manner that had never been experienced.  Now we have the 

devastating wildfires burning in California this winter.  
 

Repeatedly we have witnessed firsthand, yet heard 

little about in the media, the continued goodness, 

generosity, and loving actions of people – complete 

strangers –  moving from one state to another to lend 

a hand to help those in crises.  It was devastating all 

along the Gulf Coast, then Puerto Rica, and now 

with the wildfires in California.  When crisis hits, 

we show up!  With a kindhearted, compassionate, 

and caring presence, reassuring words, a helping 

hand – or sometimes a boat, and a stream of hot 

meals, sandwiches and water!  The lady in the tur-

quoise blouse in the photo at the right was a recipi-

ent.  She and her husband sat out hurricane Harvey 

in their bedroom closet.  He was a double amputee 

and they could not make it out of Rockport, TX be-

cause of the storm, the roads, and the traffic jams.  

They turned around, went back home, and  barricad-

ed themselves in their bedroom closet.  It is amazing 

they survived!  She was overwhelmed with gratitude. 
 

(Continued on page 10) 
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VOLUNTEERS HELPING A WOMAN IN ROCKPORT, TX  
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This year I have seen and I am continually moved and impressed with the Christian presence and uncondition-

al care, concern, sacrifice and hospitality from people supporting each other – stranger to stranger – in a varie-

ty of ways that truly reflect loving our neighbors and making Jesus visible.  It has happened time and time 

again in the way we saw people respond to the crises and events that I just mentioned.  In the way we have 

watched as a community of strangers bear each other’s burdens, facing the dangers just to do their best to love, 

rescue, comfort, or help their neighbors and many whom they do not know.  My friends that is a calling, and a 

high calling at that!  Let us continue to pray and discern how we can continue to love and care for our neigh-

bors more effectively as Jesus commanded.  

 

 

HOW I DISCOVERED POAMN 
By Chris Pomfret, POAMN Vice-President 

 

In Sept. 2012, my father passed away at the age of 92.  He 

was the first of my parents to go.  For the prior 5 years or 

so, my brother and I had endured a steadily increasing level 

of care-giving to both our parents.  It wasn’t easy because 

they were reluctant to accept help from anyone: home help 

would last a day before they were dismissed; meal delivery 

was treated similarly; and, when my brother or I would of-

fer advice (after being asked for it) it was either rejected or, 

momentarily accepted only to be rejected several hours lat-

er.  Typically, I played bad cop and my brother was the 

good cop; this occurred naturally not only because of our 

different personalities, but also because my brother lived 

just one mile from their house in Southern England, while I 

was 3,000 miles away in the USA.  My brother had to react to the increasing frequency of phone calls for 

things like “we can’t get the TV remote to work” or  “are you bringing lunch to us today from our favorite car-

ry out restaurant”.  For us both, it was an interesting experience and the increasing level of caregiving (my 

brother was the daily giver, whereas I was more of “2 weeks solid, twice a year” when I’d go home to visit), 

was frustrating but did not adversely affect our relationships with our parents.  We loved them unconditionally 

and wanted to help them all we could but, when we’d talk brother-to-brother, we’d let off steam in our differ-

ent ways and talk about how this was not the way to finish life.  In short, it was sad to watch and endure, and I 

in particular thought that there had to be a better way to handle one’s senior years.  Moreover, I felt motivated 

to stop my boomer generation colleagues from falling into the same trap and subjecting their children to the 

same experience that my brother and I had endured.  Being an engineer by profession, this was a problem for 

which I was determined to find a fix! 
 

In Oct 2013, an “Affirmation of Aging” workshop was advertised within our Presbytery, organized by the 

Greater Dayton Stephen Ministry.   I attended as I was looking for light and inspiration on how to age in an 

efficient and graceful manner as possible.  I already had formed my own vows of how to get rid of stuff before 

it was too late, how to be open-minded to moving into a retirement community, how I would deal with the day 

when I needed to stop driving and how I would be prepared to listen to my children and be more accepting of 

their advice when I was “past my mental best” (issues that my brother and I had wrestled with).  The latest 

POAMN Newsletter was amongst the material on display at the workshop, and I recall thinking “How wonder-

ful, the Presbyterian Church has an organization that addresses growing older”.  The articles in the newsletter 

certainly seemed to address my contemplations of the last year and, hey presto, they held a national confer-

ence.  I was used to going to several conferences per year as part of my professional work so I felt excited 

about going to one that was directed at a vocation rather than my job.  Right there and then, I joined POAMN 

(Continued from page 9) 
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CHRIS POMFRET TENDING THE POAMN DISPLAY  



so that I’d get their newsletters through the 2014 time period and would have the information to register for the 

Oct. 2014 conference in Missouri.  
 

One might say, “And the rest is history.”  The 2014 conference was extremely uplifting for me both in the con-

tent presented and the spontaneous discussions with attendees.  I felt very welcome and at home with 150 peo-

ple who seemed to know each other and had a very dynamic relationship, but without being “cliquey”.  For 

me, the most touching moment of the conference took place on the final morning.  One of the many warm and 

wise leaders of POAMN, the Rev. Marvin Simmers, came to me and asked, “Are you a Ruling Elder at your 

Church?”  I replied, “Yes, I am.”  And he immediately invited me to help serve the Communion elements at 

the closing worship service.  “Wow”, I thought, “What a way to make a newcomer feel accepted and wel-

come”.  I left the 2014 event excited about attending the next year’s event.  At the 2015 national conference, I 

presented a workshop on my ideas for how we can age gracefully, spiritually and wisely but my outlook on the 

entire vast topic of Older Adult Ministry was broadened by the other presenters. 
 

Going back to Sept. 2012, I’m glad I had the courage of my convictions to attend the Stephen Ministry work-

shop; I actually had a conflict that day because my retired pastor and his wife were in town from Arizona and 

the only time they could meet with my wife and I was during the workshop. I said I’d unfortunately have to 

delay my visit with them because I really wanted to go to this event, so I recall coming home and joining the 

visit shortly before they needed to leave.   As usual, fate is at work when we least realize it.  

 
 

AND THEY’LL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS BY OUR LOVE… 
                                                  By Stephen Wallace & Quentin Holmes / Marcola, OR 
 

[Editor’s NOTE: Stephen Wallace is the Chief of Mohawk Valley Rural Fire District (MVRFD).  In addition to 

his other activities, Dr. Quentin Holmes serves on the Board of Directors of MVRFD.] 
 

Emergency Management Assistance  During the evening of Tuesday, October 10th, Oregon State Fire Mar-

shall, Jim Walker, received an official request for “Ten Strike Teams” to help fight wildfires that had ignited 

near Santa Rosa, California on October 8th and 9th.  And, in just 3-1/2 hours, fire districts from throughout Ore-

gon had filled the request.  In the early hours of October 11th, 250 fire fighters with 100 engines departed from 

fire districts throughout Oregon to the Central and Southern LNU Complexes.  MVRFD sent 4 firefighters,  an 

engine and a command vehicle.  Upon arrival all these 

resources were put to work in their respective areas 

gaining situational awareness as they worked.  Active 

firefighting and structure protection was their primary 

mission.  The devastation in the wake of these wild-

fires was something that many of the firefighters from 

Oregon had never experienced before – thousands of 

people were displaced and entire communities were 

left in ruins!  In California, Strike Teams work 24-hour 

shifts followed by 24 hours of rest.  Many of the Ore-

gon firefighters were not accustomed to so much dis-

cretionary time.  To pass their free days entire Strike 

Teams volunteered to prepare and serve meals to dis-

placed residents, unloaded hay trucks, keep horses and 

other domestic animals fed and watered.  The members 

of the Mohawk Valley Rural Fire District who re-

sponded to this request for emergency management 

assistance returned to their duty station in Marcola, 

Oregon on October 24th.  

(Continued from page 10) 

ISSUE 49     PO AM N NETWORK NEWS     PAGE 11  

OREGON FIREFIGHTERS HELPING THE RED CROSS 
SERVE MEALS AT SONOMA COUNTY FAIR GROUNDS              



ASHLAND 2017 
By Margaret Prentice/ Eugene, Oregon  

 

[Editor’s NOTE: Margaret Prentice serves as a Deacon at Central Presbyterian Church.  She is part of a 

group of older adults who meet in Ashland, Oregon each year and spend two weeks taking in all the plays.]  
 

It is like a reunion of cousins except that instead of blood lines connecting us it is the love of theater, in partic-

ular Shakespearean Theater.  Thirty to forty of us gather in Ashland, Oregon on Labor Day every year for two 

weeks, under the auspices of the Siskiyou Center, in order to see all ten plays at the Oregon Shakespeare Festi-

val and attend classes where a variety of theater personnel come to talk to us on topics related to the theater. 
 

We stay in dorms in the beautiful campus of 

Southern Oregon University, at an altitude of 

two thousand feet and in view of mountains.  

Staying in dorms means walking to the college 

cafeteria for most of our meals and with break-

fast starting at seven we are up bright and early.  

The majority of us are in our seventies and 

eighties and a few require canes or need to drive 

to the cafeteria.  The theater is over a mile away 

so a van is provided but some of us choose to 

walk and enjoy the sights of the town. 
 

Classes are held in the dorm.  Three classes a 

day and a play keep us on our toes and can be 

tiring.  Some of us have on occasion nodded off 

in the theater, which can be embarrassing espe-

cially in the small theater in the round as the 

actors tell us they can see the individual audience members there!  We do have some free time to read, explore 

or take a nap!  We also have a couple of opportunities to sample the cuisine and local wine in Ashland. 
 

We learn the education and background of our speakers, they prepare us for each play we are to see and after-

wards a cast member comes and we review the 

play together.  This greatly enriches our expe-

rience.  We enjoy Shakespeare because of the 

beauty of the language and the notable charac-

ters: this year we especially loved the boister-

ous Sir John Falstaff in Henry IV parts I and II, 

and were jolted out of our comfort zones at the 

idea of Hotspur as a woman.  Hotspur a wom-

an! Shakespeare would be spinning in his 

grave, or perhaps silently cheering; theater has 

come a long way since his day.  Julius Caesar 

was remarkably timely as well as a strong re-

minder of the horrors of war.   And we laughed 

at the absurdities in the Merry Wives of Wind-

sor.   
 

Other plays comprised two delightfully staged 

musicals with characters running up and down 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Aerial View of Elizabethan and Bowmer Theaters - Ashland, OR. 
(Photo by Amy Richard - Oregon Shakespeare Festival) 

The outdoor Allen Elizabethan Theatre at the  
Oregon Shakespeare Festival  

(Photo by Amy Richard - Oregon Shakespeare Festival) 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/63/OSFAerialView.jpg


the aisles, sumptuous costuming, and brilliant directing.  

There were also three new plays, all written by people 

of color. They dealt with social issues and cultural is-

sues, both in in this country and in Korea.  All were 

thought provoking, mind stretching …and imaginative-

ly staged and produced. Ashland Shakespeare Festival 

is known in the business for its diversity and inclusion. 
 

By the end of the two weeks we were exhausted but sat-

isfied after such an enjoyable and enriching experience 

and we left thinking about next year’s possibilities.  My 

ninety-four year old friend has already signed up! 

 

 
 

A MEDITATION FOR ADVENT 
By Don Carlin / Philadelphia, PA 

          
[Editor’s NOTE: Don Carlin served as a Hospice Chaplain in Philadelphia for many, many years – standing 

with, and bringing comfort to his case load of individuals as they faced the final days of their life.] 
 

My cousin mourned the loss of a son to drugs 2 years ago. 

This spring she rejoiced in the birth of twin grandchildren. 

Sadly, one of the newborns soon died. 

Today, the survivor, Peter, thrives – too young to know the shock. 

Peter is alive!  This will be a happy Christmas!  And this will be a Christmas of deep sadness. 
 

Another cousin mourned a son’s conversion to the Muslim faith. 

This summer she rejoiced in the birth of a grandson. 

With trepidation, she travelled all the way to Indonesia to see him. 

Today, this world citizen, Omar, thrives – too young to know religion and politics. 

Omar is alive!  This will be a happy Christmas!  And this will be a Christmas of deep sadness. 
 

My brother feared there would be no one to carry on the family name. 

This summer he rejoiced in the birth of a grandson. 

7 weeks later, the baby’s mother was found dead. 

Today, the motherless Garrett thrives – too young to know the shock. 

Garrett is alive!  This will be a happy Christmas!  And this will be a Christmas of deep sadness. 
 

Mary and Joseph, far from home’s comforts – who knows their emotions? 

In the bleak midwinter they rejoiced in the birth of a son. 

But death warrants soon went out for all young boys nearby. 

In Egypt, the refuge, Jesus, thrives – too young to know the shock. 

Jesus is alive!  This will be a happy Christmas!  And this will be a Christmas of deep sadness. 
 

From a distance, I watch 4 new babies in the world. 

With all these babies what in the world is God up to? 

Let me watch, and wonder, and pray. 

(Continued from page 12) 
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Margaret Prentice and some of her Friends Having supper 
together at the end of their two weeks.  
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MEMBERSHIP FOR 2017 
Membership fees for 2017 are now being accepted.  Thank you to those that have joined  for 2017!   

INDIVIDUAL  
MEMBERS 

 

David Aaronson 
Charlotte, NC 

 

Robert & Diane  
Anderson 

Port Orange, FL 
 

Benito Arellano 
Montgomery, AL 

 

Stephen & Carol  
Benson Aschmann 

Weaverville, NC 

Pat Baker 
Lilburn, GA 

Stephen Barch 
Peoria, IL 

June Begany 
Cleveland Heights, OH 

Dwane Bell 
Maryville, TN 

Barbara Bender 
Commerce, GA 

Cynthia Benz 
Jacksonville, FL 

Marvin Bergman 
Seward, NE 

 

Virgie Binford 
Richmond, VA 

Catherine Borchert 
Cleveland, OH 

Ike & Gini Brighton 
Maumelle, AR 

Missy Buchanan 
Rockwell, TX 

 

Brad Buff 
Spokane, WA 

Carole Burkhart 
Sarasota, FL 

Mike & Sheryl Campbell 
Grundy Center, IA  

Don Carlin 
Philadelphia, PA 

Steven & Wendy Carter 
Clovis, CA 

Nancy Clark 
Niles, MI 

Mary Miller Currie 
Houston, TX 

 

Elizabeth Denier 
Saugus, MA 

David & Marion Drain 
Willow Street, PA 

Miriam Dunson 
Commerce, GA 

Sarah Erickson 
Decatur, GA 

Mike & Lynn Fonfara 
Beverly Hills, FL 

Robbie Grier 
Winston-Salem, NC 

Dennis & Donna Haines 
Independence, MO 

Phyllis Hart 
Central Point, OR 

Carol Hassell 
Charlotte, NC 

Norman Hatter 
Clearwater, FL 

Jean Henderson 
Cranberry Twp, PA 

Katherine Henderson 
Swoope, VA 

Dale & Michele Hendrix 
New Braunfels, TX 

Tom Holden 
Harrisonburg, VA 

Quentin & Jane Holmes 
Marcola, OR 

James Horn 
Blue Bell, PA 

Jim & Almeda Huffaker 
Lynn Haven, FL 

Richard & Barbara  
Huggins 

Lakeland, FL 

Joan Hurlock 
Sacramento, CA 

Susan Hurst 
Grosse Ile, MI 

Frank & Nobuko  
Ichishita 

Phoenix, AZ 

Bob Inskeep 
Raliegh, NC 

Anne Jenkins 
Pfafftown, NC 

Paul & Bobbie Jensen 
DePere, WI 

Bill & Joyce Johnson 
Palm Desert, CA 

Grace Karschner 
Fort Washington, PA 

Alyce Kelly 
Lincolnton, NC 

Adriane Knight 
Bowie, MD 

Dean & Sandie Kokjer 
Springfield, OR 

Leta Kopp 
Rockville, MD 

Douglas Kurtz 
Flushing, NY 

Jim & Kay Layman 
Montreat, NC 

Ramona Lee 
Silver Spring, MD 

Tanta Luckhardt-
Hendricks 

East Liverpool, LA 

Sheila Macgregor 
London, ON Canada 

Marie Martin 
Gibsonville, NC 

Beecher Mathes 
Athens, GA 

Donna McDaid 
Milford, NJ 

Jan McGilliard 
Blacksburg, VA 

Ann McIntire 
Sugarland, TX 

Kathy McNair 
Winnetke, IL 

Carolyn Mikels 
St. Petersburg, FL 

Lorna Jena Miller 
San Antonio, TX 

Richard & Eloise Mills 
Mahopac, NY 

Catherine Mooney 
Ellerbe, NC 

Banu Moore 
Auburn, NY 

Joe Moore 
San Antonio, TX 

Helen Morrison 
Grosse Ile, MI 

Dick & Sue Neelly 
Dalton, GA 

Robert Nicholson 
Seattle, WA 

Nancianna Nott 
Bentonville, AR 

Ginny Nyhuis 
Oostburg, WI 

Barbara Outterson 
Rochester, NY 

Gloria Pendleton 
Silver Spring, MD 

Susan Pfeil 
New Canaan, CT 

Denise Phelps 
Houston, TX 

Chris & Hazel Pomfret 
Beavercreek, OH 

Mary Ann Porter 
Birmingham, AL 

Mary Margaret Porter 
Charlotte, NC 

Elizabeth Raitt 
Woodbury, MN 

Glenn & Nancy Ramsey 
Pawtucket, RI 

Linda Rauenbuehler 
Henderson, NV 

Ralph & Lillian Rhudy 
Richmond, VA  

Bob & Rose Marie 
Ridgway 

Silver Spring, MD 

Lucille Rieben 
Portland, OR 

Paula Robinson 
Berkley, MI 

Susan Roddey 
Charlotte, NC 

Esther Rounds 
Baldwinsville, NY 

Richard & Joann 
Schechter 

Monroe, OH 

Nancy Schluter 
Pennington, NJ 

Kitch Shatzer 
Washington, IA 

Anne Sigurdson 
Reno, NV 

Marvin & Joann  
Simmers 

Avondale Estates, GA 

Henry Simmons 
Richmond, VA 

Betty Smith 
Ferndale, WA 

Steven Smith 
Savannah, GA 

Charles Spears 
Carlisle, PA 

Mary Ann Stripling 
Staunton, VA 

Margaret Suttle 
Petal, MS 

Greg & Anne Tarbutton 
Blowing Rock, NC 

David & Jean  
Tritenbach 

Kerrville, TX 

Lynne & Rick Trout 
Delanco, NJ 

Neil & Janet  
Weatherhogg 
Topeka, KS 

Erin Weaver 
Brownsburg, IN 

Pepe Bowman  
Westerfield  

Fayetteville, GA 

Alan & JoAnn 
Winkenhofer 

Elizabethtown, KY 

Kenneth Wonderland 
Bensalem, PA 

Sally Woodard 
Black Mountain, NC 

Viola Wright 
Edisto Island, SC 

Y. Dianna Wright 
Clemmons, NC 

Richard Wylie 
Sacramento, CA 

Bill Young 
Lower Gwynedd, PA 

Désirée  Youngblood 
Pickerington, OH 

 

(continued on page 16) 
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2018 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION   

Presbyterian Older Adult Ministries Network (POAMN) 

A 501(c)3 organization  
(please print all information) 

 

Name: 

 

Address: 
 

City/State/Zip: 

 

Phone:        

 

Email: 

 

Synod:       Presbytery: 

 

Church:      Other/Organization: 

*** I would like to receive future PNN issues by:    □ email      □ hard copy            
 

Membership Type: 

 □ $50 Individual    □ $75 Couple 

 □ $35 Affiliate (non-voting)  □ $125 Institutional, Church & Judicatory Membership  
 

To continue POAMN’s ministry to older adults and those engaged in ministries for older adults, additional 

gifts are welcome including those in honor or memory of someone.  All extra gifts are tax deductible.  
 

  Extra gift of  $   to POAMN a 501(c)3 organization 
 

 Gift of $    enclosed in honor / memory of:   

  

       (include address if you would like family notified of gift):     

       
 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Gift to support membership of another person or church:  

  (include all contact information of that person/church) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make checks payable to:      

POAMN  

c/o Lynne Trout, Treasurer                        

410 Richard Avenue 

Delanco, NJ  08075  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 ORGANIZATIONAL 
MEMBERS 

 

Bath Presbyterian Church 
Dayton, OH 

 

HumanGood 
Glendale, CA 

 

Central Pres. Church 
Eugene, OR 

 

First Presbyterian Asheboro 
Charlotte, NC 

 

First  Presbyterian Church 
Elizabethtown, KY 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
Gastonia, NC 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
Great Falls, MT 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
San Antonio, TX 

 

Flushing House 
Flushing, NY 

 

Grosse Ile Pres. Church 
Grosse Ile, MI 

 

Immanuel Presbyterian Church 
McLean, VA 

 

Meadowood Senior Living 
Worcester, PA 

 

McLeod Memorial Pres Church  
Bartow, FL 

 

Mid Kentucky Presbytery 
Louisville, KY 

 

Ohio Living 
Columbus, OH 

 

Point Loma Community  
Presbyterian Church 

San Diego, CA 
 

Presby’s Inspired Life 
Lafayette, PA 

 

Presbyterian Assoc. of Homes 
& Services for the Aging 

Roseville, MN 
 

Presbyterian Communities of 
South Carolina 
Columbia, SC 

 

Pres.  Homes & Services 
Roseville, MN 

 

Presbyterian Home & Services 
of Kentucky, Inc. 

Louisville, KY 
 

Pres. Manors of Mid-America  
Wichita, KS 

Presbyterian Senior Living 
Dillsburg, PA 

 

Presbyterian SeniorCare 
Oakmont, PA 

 

Presbyterian Village 
Little Rock, AR 

 

Presbyterian Villages of MI 
Southfield, MI 

 

Presbytery of Des Moines 
Des Moines, IA 

 

Presbytery of the James 
Richmond, VA 

 

Presbytery of Sacramento 
Sacramento, CA 

 

Presbytery of San Diego 
San Diego, CA 

 

Second Presbyterian Church 
Richmond, VA 

 

Solana Beach Pres. Church 
Solana Beach, CA 

 

St. John’s Presbyterian Church 
Reno, NV 

 

United Lifeline 
Bethpark, NY 

 

Westminster Services, Inc. 
Orlando, FL 

 

AFFILIATE MEMBERS 
 

Mrs. Walter Cottingham 
Kingstree, SC 

Juanita Eldridge 
Westfield, NC 

Anita Goodwyn 
West Caldwell, NJ 

John Hart 
Columbia, SC 

Mary Johnson 
Olathe, KS 

Megan Klose 
Falls Church, VA 

Second Presbyterian Church 
Knoxville, TN 

Richard Ridge 
Maryville, TN 

Lanelle Taylor 
Denton, TX 

Tom Wilbanks 
Dallas, TX 

Nancy Williams-Berry 
Colfax, NC 


