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Sherwood Episcopal Church 
Five Sherwood Road 

Cockeysville-Hunt Valley, MD 21030 

410-666-2180                                                          sherwoodcockeysville.org  

Sixth Sunday of Easter                                                                                        May 17, 2020 
10 AM                                              Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

Watch live on our Facebook page at 10 am and our YouTube channel after 2 pm 

THE WORD OF GOD 

Prelude                         Organ Chorales – Marcel Dupré 
                        Mr. Greg Sesek, Music Director & Organist 

Welcome and Announcements                            The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey, Rector 

THE OPENING SENTENCES 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

HYMN – 400               All creatures of our God and King  

1 All creatures of our God and King, 
lift up your voices, let us sing: 
alleluia, alleluia! 
Bright burning sun with golden beams, 
Pale silver moon that gently gleams, 
O praise him, O praise him, 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
4 Dear mother earth, you day by day 
unfold your blessings on our way; 
O praise him, Alleluia! 
All flowers and fruits that in you grow, 
let them his glory also show: 
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O praise him, O praise him, 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
7 Let all things their creator bless, 
and worship him in humbleness, 
O praise him, Alleluia! 
Praise God the Father, praise the Son, 
and praise the Spirit, Three in One: 
O praise him, O praise him, 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 
understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in 
all things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we 
can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE FIRST READING                Acts 17:22-31 

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 
religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at 
the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an 
unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The 
God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, 
does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as 
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and 
all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he 
allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they 
would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find 
him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move 
and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his 
offspring.’ 

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or 
silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God 
has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people 
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everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world 
judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given 
assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

PSALM 66:7-18                            Said in unison                                                  

7 Bless our God, you peoples; * 
make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

8 Who holds our souls in life, * 
and will not allow our feet to slip. 

9 For you, O God, have proved us; * 
you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

10 You brought us into the snare; * 
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

11 You let enemies ride over our heads; 
we went through fire and water; * 
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 

12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings 
and will pay you my vows, * 
which I promised with my lips 
and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts 
with the smoke of rams; * 
I will give you oxen and goats. 

14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, * 
and I will tell you what he has done for me. 

15 I called out to him with my mouth, * 
and his praise was on my tongue. 

16 If I had found evil in my heart, * 
the Lord would not have heard me; 

17 But in truth God has heard me; * 
he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, * 
nor withheld his love from me. 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                John 14:15-21 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, ”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is 
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him 
nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in 
you. 

”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world 
will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On 
that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and 
those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal 
myself to them.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

THE SERMON                               The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey  

Following the sermon, let us pause for a period of silent reflection on God’s holy word. 
 
Organ Interlude                               Mr. Greg Sesek 

THE NICENE CREED                                                                                         BCP pg. 358 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 



5 
 

        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – Form I      BCP, p. 383 

Celebrant 
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying “Lord, have 
mercy.” 
 
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the 
unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For this town of Cockeysville, for every city and community, and for those who live 
in them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of fruits of the earth, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve 
it, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the 
suffering. We especially pray for those on our parish prayer list: Sally, James, Avery, 
Deryk, Katarina, Carol, Lorraine, Debbie, Elizabeth, Shannon, Jeff & Kim, Norma, 
Sharon, Harsh, Mary Rose, Margaret, Ed, Laura, Steve, Joyce, Hayley, Paul, 
Christine, Richard, Mike and his family, Kendall, Theresa, Jean, Marge, Sarah, Becky, 
Joe, and David, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy. 

And we also thank you for the blessings of this life, especially for those who are 
celebrating anniversaries such as Ralph and Anne Wismer, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy. 

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners 
and captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us 
pray to the Lord. We especially pray for those who have lost their lives to the 
COVID-19 coronavirus. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without 
reproach, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

In the communion of saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our 
life, to Christ our God. 
To thee, O Lord our God. 

Silence 
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Celebrant concludes 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your 
mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are 
gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
THE CONFESSION OF SIN         BCP pg. 360 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence is kept 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen.  

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
The people greet one another virtually with a sign of God’s peace. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                        BCP pg. 364 

Let us pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.  

EASTER BLESSING  
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the 
resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen. 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of 
life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen. 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in 
the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon 
you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

DISMISSAL  
As we go forth into the world, refreshed and renewed, we reaffirm our commitment 
to our mission as a congregation: 
God commands us to enthusiastically cast open our doors to embrace all, 
impacting lives through bold service, no exceptions!  

HYMN - 657                               Love divine, all loves excelling 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, 
enter every trembling heart. 

2 Come, almighty to deliver, 
let us all thy life receive; 
suddenly return, and never, 
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nevermore thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 

Postlude             Finale from Blest pair of sirens – C.H.H.Parry 
                    Mr. Greg Sesek 
 
Worship Participants from Studio Sherwood 
Officiant:   The Rev. Nancy H. Hennessey 
Organist:   Greg Sesek, Music Director 
Reader:   Jane Turnbull 
Choir:   Robin Rouleau, Jack Turnbull 
Tech Support:  Sandy Thompson, Anne Wismer  
  

Thank you for joining us for our virtual worship this morning. Please be sure to check out 
our Facebook page for updates and also remember to subscribe to our YouTube channel. If you 

are interested in receiving our e-newsletter, please contact Carey Mednick at 
sherwoodparish@gmail.com. 

This Week @ Sherwood 

Monday 
Office closed 

 
Tuesday 

CMS Imperatives Zoom meeting @ 11 am 
 

Wednesday 
• Bishop/Clergy Zoom Meeting (Mother Nancy) @ 10 am 

• Zoom Bible Study @ 11:30 am 
• Veterans Imperative Zoom meeting @ 1:45 pm 

 
Thursday 

• CPC Zoom Meeting @ 11 am 
• TRC Zoom meeting (Mother Nancy) @ 2 pm 
• COVID-19 Task Force Meeting @ 6:30 pm 

 

mailto:sherwoodparish@gmail.com
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Announcements 
Worship in the Future:  
Many questions are swirling around since Governor Hogan announced the lifting of 
the stay-at-home order beginning Friday evening. Houses of worship were listed as 
one of the places that may open, even though, Governor Hogan encouraged outdoor 
worship. At this point, Sherwood will continue to worship virtually on Sunday 
mornings. Bishop Sutton has made it clear that any change in worship will have to 
be approved by the diocese and that we may not move as quickly as the state is 
moving. Thankfully, we can continue to worship. In the meantime, Mother Nancy 
will be working with the Sherwood leadership and staff to think creatively and 
realistically about worship when we can be together again. We will keep you 
posted.  
 
Please Remember Your Pledge: 
Even though we’re not gathering in person, Sherwood is still very active continuing 
to serve the needs of our community during this unprecedented time. Please 
remember to honor your pledge, either by mailing it into the office or donating 
online. Visit our new website at https://sherwoodcockeysville.org/ and click on the 
Give tab to sign up. 
 
God’s Work Continues: 
Just last week, the Imperative Teams got together with Mother Nancy and Rev. 
Florence Ledger via Zoom. Each group will be meeting separately and coming up 
with a 3–5 year strategic plan to live into our imperatives. This is exciting and we 
will be sure to keep everyone updated.  

 
Outreach Update—Contactless Pick-Up Available for Those Who Need It: 
Thank you to everyone who made a casserole or participated in the food drive at St. 
Joseph’s in Cockeysville. The need for casseroles at Our Daily Bread is ongoing, so if 
anyone (like me) is looking for something to occupy their time, please see this list of 
casserole recipes: http://www.catholiccharities-md.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/04/casserolerecipes040220.pdf  If you don’t feel like cooking, 
family-sized pans of Stouffer’s Macaroni & Cheese are welcome. 
 
There is also an ongoing canned food drive. Drop off for both is Monday through 
Friday at St. Joseph’s Parish Center porch. If anyone wants to participate, but is 
unable to drop off their frozen casserole or canned goods, please contact me 
at joymann3@hotmail.com and I will try to make arrangements to do a contactless 
pickup. – Joyce Mann, Outreach Coordinator 
 

 

https://sherwoodcockeysville.org/
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