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So he said, ‘I am Abraham’s servant. The Lord has greatly blessed my master, and he has 
become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female slaves, 
camels and donkeys. And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master when she was old; 
and he has given him all that he has. My master made me swear, saying, “You shall not take a 
wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; but you shall go to 
my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.” 

‘I came today to the spring, and said, “O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, if now you will 
only make successful the way I am going! I am standing here by the spring of water; let the 
young woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, ‘Please give me a little water from 
your jar to drink,’ and who will say to me, ‘Drink, and I will draw for your camels also’—let her 
be the woman whom the Lord has appointed for my master’s son.” 

‘Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her water-jar 
on her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, “Please let me 
drink.” She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, “Drink, and I will also water 
your camels.” So I drank, and she also watered the camels. Then I asked her, “Whose 
daughter are you?” She said, “The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to 
him.” So I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her arms. Then I bowed my head and 
worshipped the Lord, and blessed the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me by 
the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. Now then, if you will 
deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn either to the 
right hand or to the left.’ And they called Rebekah, and said to her, ‘Will you go with this man?’ 
She said, ‘I will.’ So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham’s 
servant and his men. And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, 

‘May you, our sister, become 

   thousands of myriads; 

may your offspring gain possession 

   of the gates of their foes.’ 

Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the man; thus the 
servant took Rebekah, and went his way. 
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Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. Isaac went out in the 
evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he saw camels coming. And Rebekah looked up, 
and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the camel, and said to the servant, ‘Who is 
the man over there, walking in the field to meet us?’ The servant said, ‘It is my master.’ So she 
took her veil and covered herself. And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. 
Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his 
wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death. 

 

 

 
Today is our last sermon in a mini-series in the book of Genesis. We could easily spend the 
rest of summer and into Fall reading these awe-inspiring and cringeworthy narratives about our 
spiritual forebears. LIke all good stories, Genesis doesn’t end, it transitions into the next 
chapter of human history.  
 
After the tumult and tensions of the last few weeks, it is refreshing to leave with a little 
romance. The love story of Isaac and Rebecca offers a fitting finale to Abraham’s story. Who 
doesn’t love a happy ending? The context of today’s reading requires some explanation. Sarah, 
wife of Abraham and mother of Isaac, has died. Abraham, at 140 years old, is no spring 
chicken. Like many parents, he wants to see his son married and settled down before he dies. 
But there is another layer--Abraham wants to see God’s plan carried forward by the next of his 
generation. Dating and betrothal in Abraham’s day was very different than ours. Isaac can’t just 
send flowers and chocolates and a note saying, “Do you like me? Check ▢ yes or ▢ no.” 
Marriage involved the whole family and decisions made on behalf of the bride and groom. 
Abraham, therefore, commissions a servant to find a woman from Abraham’s homeland and 
bring her home to Canaan.  
 
This is where the story gets a little convoluted to our modern notions of courtship. The servant 
is not sure who this future bride will be. But the servant has some guidance: an angel of the 
Lord will guide the servant and prepare the heart of the chosen maiden. And that is precisely 
what happens: God leads the servant to the young woman, Rebecca. She agrees to be Isaac’s 
wife and travels to her new home to meet her new husband. Thus the promise God made to 
Abraham is yet again fulfilled. 
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We Christians have long upheld that marriage is a gift from God, designed by God to bring 
people into a loving committed relationship. Not everyone is called to marriage, and marriages 
certainly change and evolve, and sometimes people separate and divorce; yet we still proclaim 
that God is in those relationships, too. Generations removed from Abrham and ancient Israel, 
God may still play the matchmaker, but God’s matchmaking moves far beyond that of securing 
family dynasties. One commentary for this week relates a story from a Judaism: 
 

Rabbi Yose bar Halafta was asked by a Roman matron: “You claim that your God created 
the world in six days. Then what has He been doing since then?” 
“All this time the Holy One has been making matches.” 
“That is no great feat!” declared the matron. “I can do that just as well.” 
But Rabbi Yose warned her: “It is not as simple as you think. The Holy One, blessed be 
He, considers making matches as difficult as splitting the Red Sea.” 

 
The commentary continues, “It’s an intriguing thought. What if all God does, every day, is make 
matches? What if that is, in fact, the only way that God transforms the world—through 
matchmaking, which is to say, through human relationships? Since creation, God has been 
arranging meetings, bringing people together—not just so that they will have a nice life, but for 
larger, mysterious purposes. For the flourishing of the world and the advancement of God’s 
purposes. ” 1

 
As many of you know, our Session has been meeting every-other week to talk about our 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Our conversations have been thoughtful, thorough, and 
theological. I may leave our meetings feeling tired, but I always feel thankful to God that God 
has made such a good match with our church leaders for this time and place. In the same way, 
you, the congregation, are matched with this community. Think about it: there are over 100 
churches in Topeka, and over 350 thousand churches in the United States. Each one is similar, 
and each one is uniquely suited to serve in its context. God is in the business of matchmaking, 
calling people to use their gifts and talents where they are needed.  
 
Congregations are not immune to a consumerist mindset, and sometimes we find ourselves 
saying “i’m shopping for a new church” or “I didn’t get anything out of church today,” and when 
we do that, we run the risk of turning worship and church into a spiritual product to be 

1 https://www.christiancentury.org/article/living-word/july-5-ordinary-time-14a-genesis-2434-38-42-49-58-67 
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consumed. The spirit reminds us that God is in the business of matching us up with 
communities where we can serve, and, yes, sometimes that means we find ourselves in a 
place that is not a healthy or fulfilling match. Congregations that are vibrant (and remember, 
vibrancy is not always tied to membership!) are places where people participate because they 
feel a “match” between the mission and gifts. A rural church, an urban, and a suburban church 
all perform necessary ministries, and those ministries will look very different. All of us are 
called to do justice work, but it is impossible to meet every cause with the same level of energy 
and vigor. When churches try to do “all the things,” it is a recipe for burnout.  For example: 
 
Some people are called to protest, and we need those people to be a visible symbol of God’s 
cry for justice. 
 
Some people are called to write letters or make phone calls, and we need those people with 
the gift for communication and empathy. 
 
Some people are called to read the signs of the times and interpret them for their context and 
we need preachers and teachers. 
 
Some people are skilled organizers and we need people to administer policies. 
 
Some people are called to pray without ceasing, and we need them to refuel our spiritual tank. 
 
And it means that we are matchmakers too, that it is our job to bring people together. Our main 
way of changing the world is through the relationships we create and nurture.  Even though this 2

pandemic has altered how we see and interact with each other, the church is called to bring 
people together. We can look with God’s eyes and see how people unite to make the world are 
more just and equitable one. I have been proud of our church and how we have experimented 
with new ways to nurture and sustain relationships. When this pandemic is over (and yes, dear 
ones, this will be over someday), I do not want us to go back to our previous way of life. We 
may not know what God is matching us up with, but God has demonstrated, just like with 
Abraham and Sarah, Ishmael and Hagar, Isaac and Rebecca, God is always leading us to new 
and abundant life. What a match we have in God! Amen. 
 

2  https://www.christiancentury.org/article/living-word/july-5-ordinary-time-14a-genesis-2434-38-42-49-58-67 
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