Dear Friends,
The prophet Isaiah writes:

Do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God;
I will strengthen you, I will help you,I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.

I wanted to keep you updated as to recent action taken by Session regarding the ongoing pandemic
and its impact on physical gatherings at Trinity Presbyterian Church. Please know that the Session
takes seriously our call to be a city on a hill while acknowledging that our congregation’s health and
well-being is a chief concern. After prayer, discussion, and input from Session committees, the Session
has voted to continue with online worship for the foreseeable future. In addition, committees, small
groups, Bible studies, and Sunday School will be held by ZOOM only. Sources informing our decisions
include:





Shawnee County Health Department
The Ad Astra Plan set forth by Governor Laura Kelly
Guidance from Presbyterian and other Ecumenical Leadership
Conversations with local Presbyterian ministers and congregations

Because new information and guidelines emerge frequently, if not daily, the Session will continue to
monitor and assess our plans for re-opening the building. Please continue to check email, postal mail,
and Facebook for updates. Deacons and Elders will assist office staff with keeping the congregation up
to date with any changes.
The Session also took action to begin a transition plan as we move to worshipping physically together.
The Session will meet bi-weekly as we research best-practices for congregations of our size and age.
This may feel overwhelming or disorienting for you. It certainly is for me. And if you are frustrated,
know that I have had my moments of frustration, too! But I also want to share where I have seen
hope and energy these past few months:







Church members learning and embracing ZOOM
Online worship that has engaged not only our community, but those who are not necessarily
members of Trinity.
Pledging and giving that has remained strong
Small groups have transitioned and flourished online
Sunday School, where over 20 members have participated
Staff and volunteers that have demonstrated unprecedented adaptability and
energy (seriously--please thank our dedicated staff and volunteers for the
behind-the-scenes work that has helped keep our ministry going).

If you have concerns, doubts, frustrations, or questions, please call or email me. I
draw comfort that God is always with us, upholding us, and strengthening us--even
through a pandemic.

Grace and peace,
Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan
the
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