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“Pentecost” comes from a Greek word meaning fiftieth day. On this day, 
the Holy Spirit came with wind and flame, empowering the disciples to 
proclaim the good news of the risen Lord to all people. Falling on the 

fiftieth day of the season of Easter, Pentecost represents the culmination 
of the church’s seven-week celebration of Christ’s resurrection. 

 
Prelude  

 
Announcements 
 
Call to Worship Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan 

The Spirit of God renews the earth.  
Bless the name of the Lord! 

 
Let us pray: 

 
Prayer 

God our creator, earth has many languages,but your gospel proclaims your love to all 
nations in one heavenly tongue. Make us messengers of the good news that, through the 
power of your Spirit, all the world may unite in one song of praise; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 

 
Hymn No. 285 Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song 
 

1 Like the murmur of the dove's song, 
like the challenge of her flight, 
like the vigor of the wind's rush, 
like the new flame's eager might: 
Come, Holy Spirit, come. 
 
2 To the members of Christ's body, 
to the branches of the Vine, 
to the church in faith assembled, 
to our midst as gift and sign: 
Come, Holy Spirit, come. 
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3 With the healing of division, 
with the ceaseless voice of prayer, 
with the power to love and witness, 
with the peace beyond compare: 
Come, Holy Spirit, come. 

 
Call to Confession Vicky Walters 

God, we humble ourselves before you. The burden of our sin is too heavy to carry and 
too big to hide. We rejoice in your promise of mercy and forgiveness. Hear us as we 
name that which we no longer want to have dominion over us. Hear us and set us free. 
Please join me in our prayer of confession, followed by a time of silent prayer. 

 
Prayer of Confession 

Almighty God, you poured your Spirit upon gathered disciples creating bold tongues, open 
ears, and a new community of faith. We confess that we hold back the force of your Spirit 
among us. We do not listen for your word of grace,speak the good news of your love,or live 
as a people made one in Christ. Have mercy on us, O God. Transform our timid lives by the 
power of your Spirit, and fill us with a flaming desire to be your faithful people, doing your 
will for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. (Silent prayer) Amen. 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan 
Through Christ, God has poured out the Holy Spirit upon us for the forgiveness of sins. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Prayer for Illumination Vicky Walters 

God of Power and Grace fill us with the wisdom of your word and the understanding of 
your Spirit so that we may be your church: a people with dreams and visions at work in 
all the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
Scripture Reading Acts 2: 1-21 

Vicky Walters 
 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at 
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them 
speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not 
all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 
native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
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Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and 
Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All 
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But others 
sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘People of 
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 
Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 
No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 
“In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
   and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
   in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
     and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show portents in the heaven above 
   and signs on the earth below, 
     blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness 
   and the moon to blood, 
     before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Solo The Call 
Vaughan Williams/Brad Stpicak 

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: 
Such a Way, as gives us breath: 
Such a Truth, as ends all strife: 

Such a Life, as killeth death 
 

Come, My Light, my Feast, my Strength: 
Such a Light, as shows a feast: 

Such a Feast, as mends in length: 
Such a Strength, as makes his guest 

 
Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: 

Such a Joy, as none can move: 
Such a Love, as none can part: 
Such a Heart, as joys in love 

 
 

3 



 

Gospel Reading John 20:19-23 
Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan 

 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jewsish Authorities, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus 
said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When 
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.’ 

 
 
Meditation  
 
Affirmation of Faith Adapted from the Confession of 1967 
 

God the Holy Spirit 
fulfills the work of reconciliation in human life. 
The Holy Spirit creates and renews the church 
as the community in which people are reconciled 
to God and to one another. 
The Spirit enables people to receive forgiveness 
as they forgive one another 
and to enjoy the peace of God 
as they make peace among themselves. 
In spite of their sin, 
the Spirit gives people power 
to become representatives of Jesus Christ 
and his gospel of reconciliation to all. 

 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
 

The Holy Spirit comes with power to heal division, to pray without ceasing, to love and 
witness, and to bring peace beyond compare. Let us pray for the needs of the world, 
saying, Come, Holy Spirit!: 
 

Holy Spirit, Creator, 
in the beginning you moved over the waters. 
From your breath all creation drew life. 
Without you, life turns to dust. 
Come, Holy Spirit! 
 
Holy Spirit, Counselor, 
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by your inspiration, the prophets spoke and acted in faith. 
You clothed them in power to be bearers of your Word. 
Come, Holy Spirit! 
 
Holy Spirit, Power, 
you came as fire to Jesus’ disciples; 
you gave them voice before the rulers of this world. 
Come, Holy Spirit! 
 
Holy Spirit, Sanctifier, 
you created us children of God; 
you make us the living temple of your presence; 
you intercede within us with sighs too deep for words. 
Come, Holy Spirit! 
 
Holy Spirit, Giver of life, 
you guide and make holy the church you create; 
you give gifts— 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and fortitude, 
the spirit of knowledge and piety, 
the spirit of the fear of the Lord, 
that the whole creation may be transformed. 
Come, Holy Spirit! 
 
True and only Light, 
from whom comes every good gift: 
Send your Spirit into our lives 
with the power of a mighty wind. 
Open the horizons of our minds 
by the flame of your wisdom. 
Loosen our tongues to show your praise, 
for only in your Spirit can we voice your words of peace 
and acclaim Jesus as Lord. Amen. 
 
And with the confidence of God’s children, we are bold to pray as Jesus taught us: Our 
Father... 
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Invitation to the Offering Vicky Walters 
God sends the Holy Spirit, gifting us with the ability to serve in a myriad of ways. We are 
given the gift of faith that enables us to live in hope, love radically and share generously. 
Let us worship God with our offering. 

 
Offertory  
 

 
 
Prayer of Dedication Vicky Walters 

Gracious God, your Spirit rests upon us and drives us out to proclaim the gospel. You 
entrust us with your message of salvation. You grant us your vision and make your 
dreams our own. You enlist us as ambassadors for no less than Christ. We are humbled 
and awed by your choice of us. Take these gifts as signs of our trust and symbols of our 
gratitude. Bless them and use them to tell your mighty deeds throughout the world. In 
Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

 
 

 
Hymn No. 289 On Pentecost they Gathered 

 
1 On Pentecost they gathered 
quite early in the day, 
a band of Christ's disciples, 
to worship, sing, and pray. 
A mighty wind came blowing, 
filled all the swirling air, 
and tongues of fire aglowing 
inspired each person there. 
 
2 The people all around them 
were startled and amazed 
to understand their language, 
as Christ the Lord they praised. 
What universal message, 
what great good news was here? 
That Christ, once dead, is risen 
to vanquish all our fear. 
 
3 God pours the Holy Spirit 
on all who would believe, 
on women, men, and children 
who would God's grace receive. 
That Spirit knows no limit, 
bestowing life and power. 
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The church, formed and reforming, 
responds in every hour. 
 
4 O Spirit, sent from heaven 
on that day long ago, 
rekindle faith among us 
in all life's ebb and flow. 
O give us ears to listen 
and tongues aflame with praise, 
so folk of every nation 
glad songs of joy shall raise. 

 
Charge and Blessing Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan 
 

Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.  
The Lord bless and keep you. The Lord be kind and gracious to you. The Lord look upon 
you with favor and give you peace. 

 
 
Postlude 
 
 

 
 
Participating in Worship Leadership: 
 
Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan, Presider 
Vicky Walters, Liturgist 
Brad Stipcak, Vocals 
Sheryl Daniels, Organ 
Jaron Marcus, Piano 
Anton Ahrens, Audio/Visual 
 
 
Words to hymns reprinted with permission under Onelicense.net # A-715286 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved worldwide. 
 
Some liturgy courtesy of © Presbyterian Outlook, 2020. Liturgy written by Jill Duffield and 
provided for free distribution. 
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