
Ascension Sunday 
May 24, 2020 

Trinity Presbyterian Church, Topeka, KS 
 
Prelude Great is Thy Faithfulness 

Trad./Marcus 
Announcements 
 
Call to Worship 

We are witnesses: the Lord is risen!  
Christ has ascended to reign on high. 
 
Let us pray: 

 
Prayer 

Risen and ascended Christ, you surround us with witnesses and send us the Counselor who opens 
our minds to understand your teaching. Bless us with such grace that our lives may become a 
blessing for the world now, and in the age to come. Amen. 

 
Hymn No. 275 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing. 
Our helper he, amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe 
doth seek to work us woe. 
His craft and power are great, 
and armed with cruel hate, 
on earth is not his equal. 
 
2 Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing, 
were not the right man on our side, 
the man of God's own choosing. 
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is he. 
Lord Sabaoth his name, 
from age to age the same, 
and he must win the battle. 
 
3 And though this world, with devils filled, 
should threaten to undo us, 
we will not fear, for God hath willed 
his truth to triumph through us. 
The Prince of Darkness grim, 
we tremble not for him. 
His rage we can endure, 
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for lo, his doom is sure. 
One little word shall fell him. 
 
4 That word above all earthly powers, 
no thanks to them, abideth. 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through him who with us sideth. 
Let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also. 
The body they may kill; 
God's truth abideth still. 
His kingdom is forever. 

 
Call to Confession Carrie Lancaster 

God, we humble ourselves before you. The burden of our sin is too heavy to carry and too big to 
hide. We rejoice in your promise of mercy and forgiveness. Hear us as we name that which we no 
longer want to have dominion over us. Hear us and set us free. Please join me in our prayer of 
confession, followed by a time of silent prayer. 

 
Prayer of Confession 

Lord, you pray that your followers will be one as you and your Father are one, and yet we divide into 
factions, demonize those with whom we disagree and fail to show the world we are yours through 
our love of one another. We are to be your witnesses to the ends of the earth, revealing your mercy 
and enacting your compassion. Instead we keep silent when we should speak and speak when we 
ought to remain silent. Forgive us for our failure to take risks for your sake. Grant us your grace and 
embolden us to share it, forgiving others as we have been forgiven. (Silent prayer) Amen. 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
Friends, Christ himself restores, supports, strengthens and establishes us. Believe the good 
news, through Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Prayer for Illumination Carrie Lancaster 

God Most High, reigning in glory, send down your Spirit of wisdom to shine in your heavenly 
Word, so that we may worship you with joy continually blessing your name; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading Ephesians 1: 15-23 

 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, and for this 
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation 
as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is 
the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 
saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to 
the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the 
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority 
and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in 
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the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all 
things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 24: 44-53 
 

Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ 
Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is 
written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my 
Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power  
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he 
was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshipped 
him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing 
God. 

 
Meditation “Rise to the Occasion” 
 
Hymn No. 192 Shine, Jesus, Shine 

1 Lord, the light of your love is shining, 
in the midst of the darkness, shining; 
Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us; 
set us free by the truth you now bring us. 
Shine on me; shine on me. 
 
Refrain 
Shine, Jesus, shine; 
fill this land with the Father’s glory. 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze; 
set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow; 
flood the nations with grace and mercy. 
Send forth your word, Lord, 
and let there be light. 
 
2 Lord, I come to your awesome presence, 
from the shadows into your radiance; 
by the blood I may enter your brightness. 
Search me; try me; consume all my darkness. 
Shine on me; shine on me. (Refrain) 
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3 As we gaze on your kingly brightness, 
so our faces display your likeness; 
ever changing from glory to glory, 
mirrored here may our lives tell your story. 
Shine on me; shine on me. (Refrain) 

 
 
 
Affirmation of Faith Apostles’ Creed 

 
I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People 

Loving God, knowing that Christ prays for us, we join our hearts and voices in his prayers for the 
world. We come before you seeking to ask the right questions, discern your answers and do your 
will. We cast our anxieties on you, knowing you care for us. Merciful God, knowing that our ways 
our not your ways, we humble ourselves and ask for your guidance. As we struggle with how to 
navigate these turbulent and frightening times, we pray that you would help us to make choices 
that glorify you and demonstrate our love for our neighbors. Help us to look to the interest of 
others as we begin to venture from our homes again. Do not let us be a stumbling block to the 
well-being of the vulnerable and weaker among us. 
 
Gracious God, knowing that you refuse to leave us alone, that you run out to meet us when we 
make the slightest turn toward you, that you rejoice whenever a lost one is found, we pray for 
those in greatest need of your strength and courage. Comfort those who mourn. Bind up the 
brokenhearted. Feed the hungry. Set the captives free. Enliven us with the Spirit so that we may 
be the light and salt we are called to be in your world. Almighty God, knowing that you can do 
abundantly more than we can ever hope our imagine, we are bold to ask you to for the desires of 
our hearts. You know our deepest needs before we even name them. You send your Son that we 
might have abundant life and our joy might be complete. Resting in your promises, we set aside 
our worry and open our mouths in praise. Help us to give thanks in all circumstances, confidence 
that you hold us in the palm of your hand and will never let us go. 
 
Generous God, knowing that there is no end to your goodness, we pray to do your will, no matter 
where it takes us or what it requires of us. You give us the power of the Holy Spirit to be your 
witnesses to the ends of the earth. Free us from whatever prevents us from being welcoming, 
generous and loving. Make us one in our service to our Savior Jesus Christ, Amen. 
 

Solo Lord’s Prayer 
Malotte/Brad Stipcak 
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Invitation to the Offering Carrie Lancaster 
What could we return to God for the gift of eternal life? What can we render to the Lord for the 
gift of salvation? What would be pleasing to our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer? We offer 
nothing less than ourselves even as we return to God a portion of what God has entrusted to us. 
Freely we have received, freely let us give. 
 
 

 
Offertory A Mighty Fortress 

Pachabel/Daniels 
 

 
 
Prayer of Dedication Carrie Lancaster 
 

Gracious God, often our anxieties and fear overwhelm our desire to trust you. We give in to worry 
and suppress the Spirit’s urging to be generous and open-hearted. But this morning, in faith, we 
offer you these resources, knowing you will take them, bless them, multiply them and use them 
to meet the world’s needs. May this offering help ease the pain of those wondering if there really 
is enough for everyone. We thank you for the ability to participate in your life-giving work. In 
Christ’s name we pray, amen. 
 

 
Hymn No. 265 Jesus Shall Reign Where'er the Sun 
 

 
1 Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
does its successive journeys run; 
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 
2 To him shall endless prayer be made, 
and praises throng to crown his head; 
his name, like sweet perfume, shall rise 
with every morning sacrifice. 
 
3 People and realms of every tongue 
dwell on his love with sweetest song, 
and infant voices shall proclaim 
their early blessings on his name. 
 
4 Blessings abound where'er he reigns: 
the prisoners leap to loose their chains; 
the weary find eternal rest, 
and all who suffer want are blest. 
 
5 Let every creature rise and bring 
honors peculiar to our King; 
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angels descend with songs again, 
and earth repeat the loud Amen! 

 
Charge and Blessing 
 

Go out into the world in peace. Have courage! Hold fast to what is good. Return no one evil for 
evil. Strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help the suffering. Honor all people. Love 
and serve the Lord your God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one 
another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 

Postlude 
 
 

 
 
Participating in Worship Leadership: 
 
Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan, Presider 
Carrie Lancaster, Liturgist 
Brad Stipcak, Vocals 
Sheryl Daniels, Organ 
Jaron Marcus, Piano 
Anton Ahrens, Audio/Visual 
 
 
Words to hymns reprinted with permission under Onelicense.net # A-715286 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 
Some liturgy courtesy of © Presbyterian Outlook, 2020. Liturgy written by Jill Duffield and provided for 
free distribution. 
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