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This year already feels long and drawn out that I had to be reminded that the Chiefs won the 
Super Bowl. February seems years ago. When the Chief clenched the victory, fireworks 
exploded across our neighborhood. In other places, fans packed into sports bars and viewing 
arenas. Soon after, the triumphant athletes arrived home and were greeted to a raucous 
parade. 
 
People standing shoulder to shoulder, waving and shouting good wishes to Patrick 
Mahomes--it seems like a dream. Or an alternate universe from the reality in which we find 
ourselves. 
 
Today is Palm Sunday--the day Jesus throws a parade. Shoulder to shoulder, the Jewish 
people wave branches and cloaks. It does not have the spectacle of, say, a Super Bowl 
Parade, but the joy and anticipation remains. Fulfilling the words of the prophet Zechariah, “the 
king comes to Zion, humble and riding on a donkey.” 
 
However--we are likely not filled with joyful anticipation. In a normal year, we would have an 
egg hunt at our church, and then process around the sanctuary, waving our palms and singing 
joyfully. I look forward to Palm Sunday every year, and I imagine you do, too. Now we find 
ourselves disanced physically, worshipping in an unfamiliar way in deeply unsettling times. 
 
But maybe this uncertainty, trepidation, and frustration more closely resembles the 
complicated pathos of this Holy Day. Jesus stages a parade, but he knows he is taking 
calculated risk. At the same time, on the opposite end of town, Pontius Pilate and his 
entourage also parades into the city. The steel of Roman blades outshines the simple palms 
ahd humble cloaks. As author Amy-Jill Levine observes, Pilate’s appearance reminds the 
people that Rome is in charge. Tensions and expectations are running high.  1

 
The specter of Rome foreshadows the powers of the Empire that will eventually execute 
Jesus. Palm Sunday points to Good Friday. One author points out that we live in a Good 
Friday world, and this year, Good Friday stretches the limits of our tolerance. In Jesus’ time, 
Rome was power, commerce, and control. Today, though the Roman Empire has long fallen, 
we still contend empires of our own making: Poverty. Unjust Economic Systems that result in 
crushing poverty. Lack of affordable housing.  A healthcare system that can barely withstand 
this pandemic.  

1 Levine, Amy-Jill. Entering the Passion of Jesus [Large Print] (p. 23). Abingdon Press. Kindle Edition.  
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Hosanna literally means “save us, please!” There is so much, publicly and personally from 
which we would have Jesus rescue us.  Hosanna can also be a cry of joy, as much as a cry for 
help. The king comes, and unlike other kings or emperors, this is a king that shares in our 
suffering. This is a king who is not indifferent to our cries--this king brings his own kingdom 
near, and rescues us.  Amy-Jill Levine reminds us: “Indeed, the idea of salvation for most of 
the Scriptures of Israel is not about spiritual matters, but physical ones: the Passover, the 
setting of the Passion narrative, is about salvation from slavery. God hears our cries. And the 
stories remind us that people, still, cry out to be saved.”  2

 
It’s a long bitter road to Calvary. God save us! God does save us, though, through God’s body 
and blood. Not even a pandemic,not even death will stop God from remembering God’s 
promise to us. God hears us; and now is a chance for us to hear God. Amen. 
 
 
 

2 Levine, Amy-Jill. Entering the Passion of Jesus [Large Print] (p. 33). Abingdon Press. Kindle Edition.  
 


