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Dear Friends in Christ: 

 One of my favorite Taize hymns assures: 

 Nothing can trouble; nothing can frighten. Those who seek God shall never go wanting. 
 Nothing can trouble, nothing can frighten. God alone fills us. 

But I will be honest: there is much that is troubling, even frightening me these days. The COVID-
19 pandemic is an unprecedented time for all of us. There are a lot of unknowns, and news 

changes every day. I am worried for my family, friends, congregation, and community. I know that 
there are so many on the margins whom this pandemic will devastate. At best, I feel composed and 
wise. Sometimes, though, I feel helpless and small. And in those moments, I stop to remind myself 

that those who seek God will never go wanting. God alone fills us. God will be our help and 
strength, when we have no more strength to give. 

I have sat in many COVID-19 planning meetings and I continue to be humbled by the creativity 
and compassion of our church leaders. Our church (and the larger church) is excellent hands! 

Below are some important decisions that have been made in order to protect the health and well-
being of our congregation:   

 Acting under direction from Gov. Laura Kelly, the CDC, and the KDHE, the Session has voted to 

suspend worship until further notice. The need to suspend worship will be reevaluated at a later 
date.  

 A livestream of worship will be available on Sundays at 10:30am. For the livestream go to:  

https://www.facebook.com/TrinityTopeka/ (you do not need a Facebook account to watch the 
livestream). Or go to our website at https://trinitypresbyterian.net/facebook-live-stream-videos/ 

 Please be sure you are signed up for our weekly email, The Trinity Candle, in order to receive 

the latest news and updates to the prayer list.  

 At this point, the church office will hold our usual business hours. For the health of our office 

staff, we ask that you limit/curtail your visits to the church office. If at all possible, use the email 
and phone to conduct church business.  

 However, the Trinity Staff remains committed to serve and equip our community, especially in 
these uncharted waters. Please do not hesitate to call, email, or text if you have questions, 

pastoral care needs, or other concerns.  

You remain in my prayers. 

Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan 

http://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/TRINITYTOPEKA
https://trinitypresbyterian.net/facebook-live-stream-videos/


 

Congregational Care Update 
 

During this time of mandated precautions due to the COVID-19 virus, there will be NO visits 
to hospitals, health care facilities (nursing home, assisted & independent living) or in-home 
visits unless there are extenuating circumstances.  All Trinity staff are available if needed.  
Please call or text their cell phones. 

You may also access current information about Trinity from our website 
(www.trinitypresbyterian.net) or calling the church office (272-2620) during business hours. In 
the event of cancellation of Sunday School and Worship, church members will be notified by 
email.  We will also put notice of cancellation on TV stations and our Facebook Page. 

News media, local hospitals, or government sources such as KDHE (Kansas Dept. of Health 
and Environment), CDC, NIH (National Institute of Health), etc. can provide the latest 
information about the virus, government guidelines and mandates, and local response.   

Be aware that there is a lot of misinformation being posted on social media outlets 
(facebook, emails, etc).   Also, be wary of the proliferating scams surrounding the outbreak. 

Trinity Staff, 

Rev. Meredith Kemp-Pappan, Becky Crowl (Secretary), Kathy Welch (Parish Nurse), Karen 
Meenen (Dir. Christian Education & Outreach), Cathy Armstrong (Deacon Moderator). 

PARISH NURSE 

We understand that this may be a time of economic uncertainty for many of you. If you are able, I ask 
you to please remember to send in your tithes and pledges. You may mail it to the church. [As an aside, one 
easy way to send us regular payments is through your bank's online bill pay option. Contact your local 
branch for information.] While some of our ministries are on hiatus, many missions depend on our church for 
financial support. If you have any questions, please contact me or the head of the Finance Committee, Mike 
Hampton. 

 

Blessings, Rev. Meredith 

FINANCE MATTERS 
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MISSION COMMITTEE 

The response to the “Buy The Case” program has been 
Fantastic.  March is Trinity’s month to fill the DOORSTEP 

 pantry, and it looks like we are well on our way.  

As of March 9, we have purchased 96 cases of food.  As you walk into 
the church, thanks to this congregation’s tremendous support,  

you will see the pile of cases and know that we will be 
providing food to those in need! 

Commissioning of Anton, 
Susan and Art for PNK 

mission trip to Nebraska 

BUY THE CASE 
Krista, Kem and Art bringing cases 

purchased for DOORSTEP 

You can still be a part of the 
“Buy The Case” program. If 
you want to order canned 
goods to help DOORSTEP, 
MAIL IN your order and 
payment. Include a note to 
provide the needed 
information indicated on the 
envelope here 

CONTACT ART LANCASTER 
WITH QUESTIONS: 224-0306 



 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

Chair, Randall Scott and member,  
Stan McAdoo of the Trinity Property 

Committee working around the church  
March 11th to get ready for summer  

mowing and general property clean up. 

OGHS is the single, largest way that Presbyterians come together every year to 
work for a better world.  Around the world, millions of people lack access to sustainable 
food sources, clean water, sanitation, education and opportunity.  Three programs 
supported by One Great hour of Sharing (OGHS) work in different ways to serve 
individuals and communities in need.  From initial disaster response to ongoing 
community development, their work fits together to provide people with safety, 
sustenance and hope. 

THE PROGRAMS ARE: 
 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) – Works alongside communities as they recover and find hope after the devastation of 

natural or human-caused disasters, and support for refugees 
 Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP) – Takes action to alleviate hunger, care for creation, and the systemic causes of poverty 

so all may be fed 
 Self-Development of People (SDOP) – Invests in communities responding to their experiences of oppression, poverty and 

injustice and educates Presbyterians about the impact of these issues. 
Received during the season of Lent to Easter Sunday, each gift to OGHS helps to improve the lives for people in these challenging 
situations.  The offering provides us a way to share God’s love with our neighbors in need. 

DURING THIS TIME: PLEASE MAIL YOUR DONATIONS TO THE CHURCH. ADD “OGHS” TO THE CHECK MEMO LINE. 

MISSION COMMITTEE 

Meet the newest addition to our Talpetates family 
 

Maritiza Orellano and Rene Chavez Alvarenga, have had a baby girl.  Her name is Ariana 
Valentina, and she is 3 months old.  Marion Cott reports, “Maritiza was our very first 
scholarlship student to graduate from college. Rene is also a scholarship student and college 
graduate.  They live and work in San Salvador and remain active and involved in 
Talpetates.  Ken and I met with them in San Salvador this last trip (2019).  It was an 
emotional time, of course.” 

Of course, babies are born each year in Talpetates, but little Ariana is the first child born 

to two Talpetates scholarship students who both graduated from college too. Praise God for 

the multiplying gifts of the Trinity/Talpetates scholarship program! 

PEACEMAKING COMMITTEE 



 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

Kenadee 
served as 
acolyte in 
worship 
Feb. 23 

Sanctuary Lenten 
Decorations  

Brad 
playing the 

piano  
Feb. 23 

Charlotte lighting candles Feb. 16  

2020 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

Month Date Sunday Total Event 

MARCH 1 1st 114  

 8 2nd 96  

 15 3rd 10 Video Sermon/COVID-19           

 22 4th - Video Sermon/COVID-19 

 29 5th - Video Sermon/COVID-19                          



 

“Drastic Decline in 
Songbirds Linked to 
Neonic Pesticides”  
is the new headline.     
Unfortunately, it is also devastating our bee population. 

Neonicotinoids, or “neonics”, are a class of insecticides introduced 
in the 1990’s and are currently the most widely used insecticides in 
the world.  They are most commonly used as seed treatments, that is, 
seeds are coated in the pesticide before they are sold.  As the treated 
seeds grow, the neonics are taken up by the roots, where they are 
incorporated throughout the leaves, pollen, and nectar.  They are 
also widely dispersed into the environment, and numerous studies 
have shown that they impact more than just the insects they target, 
including earthworms, fish, honeybees, and other important 
pollinators.  And now, a new study has linked neonics to the dramatic 
decline in North American songbirds.   

 

The study, published in late 2019 in the journal Science, found that 
migrating birds that ate the equivalent of just one or two neonic-
treated seeds suffered immediate weight loss, delaying their normal 
migration, severely harming their chances of surviving and 
reproducing, according to researchers.  According to an earlier study 
published in the journal PLOS One, agricultural land is 48 times more 
toxic to honeybees than it was 25 years ago, almost entirely due to 
neonics, “which potentially threatens the health of the honeybees 
and other pollinators, and may contribute to declines in beneficial 
insect populations as well as insectivorous birds and other insect 
consumers.”  Kendra Klein, senior staff scientist at Friends of the 
Earth US and co-author of the study, also indicates that “Neonics are 
like a new DDT, except they are a thousand times more 
toxic to bees than DDT was.” 
  

WHAT CAN YOU DO ABOUT THIS: 
1. Buy organically grown food. 
2. Be sure you ask local big box stores and nurseries 

if  their plants were grown with neonic treated 
seeds and do not purchase these. 

3. If you plant from seed, always choose organic. 
4. For spring planting, consider appropriate flowers for bees, 

birds, and other pollinators. 

2-Apr Helen Rhodes 
2-Apr Kelly Kuhn 
3-Apr Dale Langley 
4-Apr Judy Williams 
5-Apr Craig Neuenswander 
6-Apr Alzirene Santos 
6-Apr Henry Kemp-Pappan 
12-Apr Lillian Kemp-Pappan 
12-Apr Jacqueline Weber 
12-Apr Ken Cott 
12-Apr Dave Scheer Jr. 
14-Apr Anton Ahrens 
15-Apr Thomas Henstock 
16-Apr Charlotte Williams 
17-Apr Carol Thomas 
19-Apr Karen Dove 
23-Apr Beverly Leonard 
23-Apr Marilyn Leinacker 
24-Apr Jeanie Wallace 
24-Apr Jeff Dolezal 
24-Apr Heather Hughes 
26-Apr Anna Ahrens 
26-Apr Pam Oroke 
28-Apr Lisa Smelser 
28-Apr Ross Freeman 
29-Apr Jacob Barnard 
30-Apr Melissa Oroke 

Chuck L inn 
March 17, 2020 



 

Topeka JUMP, Trinity’s justice ministry has its Nehemiah Assembly scheduled for April 27th.  
However, as we all know, COVID-19 has changed our lives dramatically and it has affected the 
plans for the Nehemiah Assembly. It has not, however, stopped JUMP from seeking justice. 
Because gathering in a large group is not advised, JUMP will use virtual technology and live 
streaming for the Nehemiah. Only officials and key JUMP leaders will be present.  To view this live 
streaming on Facebook, follow the directions below: 



 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  - TRINITEENS 

P R A C T I C E  F E B  1 6  &  2 3  



 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  - TRINITEENS 

Y O U T H  S U N D AY  M A R C H  1  



 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION - ADULT 

One of Trinity’s adult Sunday school 
classes studying “Short Stories by 

Jesus” - March 8 

Gwen Haspel spoke to one of Trinity’s 
adult Sunday school classes.  Gwen shared 

her life as a Presbyterian missionary  
 February 23   (Below: Trinity’s CE Committee) 



 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION - SIGNIFICANT RELATIONAL GROUPS 

Ladies “Mary Ruth“ Circle on March 4.  We also have an evening circle. 
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