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First Presbyterian Church of Northport Newsletter
I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you
will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.

Philippians 1:6

From Pastor Rachel,
I read a post online recently, where a Pastor said, “I’m not really a Lent kind of person. I
believe in celebrating what the Lord has done…not feeling bad for myself! I’m a Mardi
Gras kind of person not an Ash Wednesday kind of person.”
I can relate to that!
We are entering into the somber, non-Mardi Gras season of Lent. Lent begins this year on February 26, Ash
Wednesday, and continues for 40 days (not counting Sundays), culminating in Holy Week. We will spend the
final Passover meal with Jesus on Maundy Thursday, and stay the vigil with him on the cross on Good Friday.
Our grief turns to joy as we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord on Easter. Lent reminds us of the 40 days
Jesus spent in the wilderness fasting, tempted by Satan before he began his public ministry. How will we
spend these upcoming 40 days? Some may look at Lent as a time of nuisance, or worse, ignore it all together.
Lent however, is a gift. We are invited to join Jesus in the desert. We are called to strengthen spiritual habits,
usually through some form of fasting, acts of charity, and the giving of alms, ideally through a combination of
all three.
Sacrifice is not a popular concept, unless it’s for self-gain. God wants us to sacrifice intentionally so that we
grow in our ability to love and follow in the footsteps of Jesus more closely.
God invites us to prepare: how will we fast? Drink only water one day a week? Or Skip a meal? Eliminate
sweets or sodas? Perhaps we can call a shut-in, or offer to pick up groceries for someone – or prepare a homebound person a home-cooked meal. The possibilities are endless. Whatever we do, the goal of renewal is important. Strengthen our faith. Seek reconciliation and forgiveness for our sins. Discover the deeper wells of
love we have within. Find happiness in service. It may be hard – but it is an opportunity to stretch those spiritual muscles that have gotten stiff through lack of use. We are reminded that what can’t do it alone – we need
God’s help and we need each other.
So…if we are willing to celebrate Mardi Gras and follow Jesus during the good times…to enjoy the goodness
and celebrate the joy found in Christ…we also need to be willing to follow Jesus in the wilderness journey of
Lent, which leads us all the way to the cross and the ultimate Mardi Gras party…Easter Sunday!!
With much joy in being your Interim Pastor,

Regular Worship 10:00 A.M. (Worship/Communion for all ages: First Sunday of each month)
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DEACONS PRAYER
MINISTRY
The deacons prayer ministry which meets
on the first Sunday of the month with the
exception of March. If you would like to

have someone pray with you or for someone who is in need, please join us in the
Chapel following worship on March 8th
and April 5th.

* * * * *Presbyterian
* * * *Women’s
* * *Ministry
********
Notes: There is a book discussion
and short meeting on Wednesday,
March 4th at 7 pm at the home of
Diana Montusi. We will discuss
the book “The Giver of Stars” by
JoJo Moyes. If you are unable to
attend, please watch the Weekly
Messenger for information about
the next discussion.

On Monday May 4th @ Noon, PW will have its annual Spring Luncheon.
We
will gather at La Casa on the Beach in Northport. The lunch cost is $24.95 and
will include a salad bar, a choice of four entrees, coffee, tea, soda, and a dessert.
Reservations can be made at the end of March and through April. Please check
the WM for details of sign up dates.
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Sunday School News

This important season of Lent brings many traditions for the children of the church, beginning
with seed planting on Ash Wednesday. They
can also be involved with the palm processional on Palm Sunday and flowering of the cross
on Easter Sunday. And, of course, they continue to learn the stories of Jesus ministry and
the early church. Repeating these traditions
year after year help the children understand the importance of this season in the
church and make them feel a part of this community of faith.
March is a full month of Sunday School classes - preschool through 8th grade meet after Time with the Children in the upstairs classrooms. Senior High meets downstairs in
the Youth space on the stage beginning at the start of worship.
A reminder that children are welcome in worship on Family Worship Sundays and activity bags for children are available in the Narthex at the back of the Sanctuary.
March/April Sunday School schedule:
March 1 – Regular Sunday School classes
March 8 - Family Worship/Communion Sunday – no Sunday School
March 15 –Regular Sunday School classes
March 22 - Regular Sunday School classes
March 29 - Regular Sunday School classes

April 5 – Palm Sunday, palm processional/Family Worship –
no Sunday School
April 12 – Easter Sunday/Family Worship –
no Sunday School
April 19 - Regular Sunday School classes
April 26 - Regular Sunday School classes
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Peacemaking
Peacemaking has been busy this month with two sessions on the
environmental crisis in Adult Education, and one for the Youth. We
had a presentation with videos on the Environmental Crisis and our
Christian response on 2/16 in Adult Education, and Alisa Tippie, Jack
and Leah Fink’s daughter and member of the Sunrise Movement, an
environmental activist group, visited 2/23 to discuss what we can do
in our community, state and nation to help stop the environmental
crisis. We look forward to getting the youth and adults together to do
some activism around the 50th anniversary of Earth Day, and possibly
an environmental cleanup this spring.
We are also planning a follow up visit May 3 with Richard Koubek on
Immigration.
We will send out details on the environmental actions as they are
available.
Come help us Save Our Earth!!
Cathy Coleman,
Chair, Peacemaking Ministry
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Save the date!!!
The 13th Annual William TP Rambo
Spiritual Enrichment Sunday
Sunday, April 26th

Dialogues on the Refugee Crisis
Please join Sunday morning Adult Education for a two part program March 1st and
March 8th. We will learn about what the thousands of refugees are facing and how
churches are helping. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you
looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ (Matthew
25:25-36). We will meet in the library at 9AM—Coffee at 8:45.
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A Dress for Success Clothing Drive

Starting on Sunday, March 1st Mission Ministries & Presbyterian Women
are sponsoring a “Dress for Success” clothing drive. The goal of this organization is to provide interview-appropriate clothing for low-income women
seeking employment - good quality business clothing that will give clients a
competitive edge in their job search. Large sizes are welcome.
DRESS FOR SUCCESS WILL ACCEPT FOLLOWING ITEMS
WHICH MUST BE CLEAN, UP-TO-DATE AND ON HANGARS:
Pant and skirt suits
Professional separates (blazers, skirts, and slacks)
Blouses and tops
New or gently used shoes and purses
Interview-appropriate accessories
New pantyhose, knee highs and bras
If you would feel comfortable wearing it on an interview or to a professional job, they will take it.

DRESS FOR SUCCESS CANNOT ACCEPT:
Sportswear or casual clothes, evening wear,
used pantyhose or undergarments, or men's clothing
Boxes will be provided at the rear entrance to the church to receive your donations. Look for them.
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Musical Notes
Contemplation and renewal are the common
themes of this season of Lent. On the last Sunday of Epiphany the Chancel Choir sang a
poignant piece, “I Know Where I Am Going”
by Betty Fidler. We envisioned the Transfiguration of Our Lord with the postlude, “Christ is
the World’s Light” by J. Bert Carlson. The next
Alleluia’s and Hallelujah’s will come on Easter
Sunday, April 12th as we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ!
Music by 20th century composers, women, and folk tunes from various cultures will be a
part of the musical offerings during this period of Lent. Look for the “About Today’s Music” information in the Weekly Messenger.
Dana Warren invites you to come and sing with the Chancel Choir as we prepare special
music for Lent and Easter. It does not have to be a long term commitment, but your voice
will add to the ensemble during this special time of the church year. Rehearsals are on
Thursdays at 7:30 pm. Just come by and sing with us!
Ariana Warren is preparing our Carol & Westminster Choirs to sing selections on March 8 th
and March 22nd during this season. The singers are growing in confidence as they convey
the messages of love and hope through music. We will have combined choir selections on
Palm Sunday and Easter.
Words of appreciation go out to our First Presbyterian adult musicians and our invited
guests. The Pre-Service Music on Christmas Eve was among the most extensive and beautiful in recent memory. We are blessed to have both adult and teen instrumentalists who have
added their music gifts to our services and special programs through solo work or by accompanying choral selections. Our entire department also thanks you for your support of our
special service music through the contributions for seasonal brass players in addition to the
maintenance of the church pianos and organ. Please know that the arrangements for Easter
are already underway. The Music and Ministry Committee members will coordinate those
gift opportunities in the near future.

Youth musicians: Keep working on that NYSAA, SCMEA, or Art Festival work. Your
FPCN family is looking forward to the
Showcase in June.
Wishing you a peaceful Lent and a joyful
Easter! May your spirit be renewed!
Dr. Brenda A. Clark
Director of Music & Organist

PAGE 8

HIGHLIGHTS & HAPPENINGS

Youth News
When you read this the
Senior Highs will have
just returned from a mission trip to UCC Old First
Church in Philadelphia. During that time we
learned about how this
congregation ministers to
the homeless in their city. We will share more about that experience in the future. During March we will be collecting shoes for Soles 4 Souls. Shoes can be
dropped off in the collection box in the back entrance area. Please remember to
tie shoes together or use the rubber bands provided to keep shoes together as
pairs. If you need items to be picked up please contact Kim Gilbert. On May
17th we will be doing a Breakfast Run through the Midnight Run organization. We will be collecting toiletries in the near the future. You may also make
monetary donations to offset our expenses. We are looking forward to a spring
season full of fresh experiences and opportunities to connect with one another.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Soles for Souls is back again this year. Purge your
closets of those shoes, boots, slippers, sandals, sneakers
you no longer wear. We will be collecting shoes for the
month of March. You may drop your donations in the
designated box in the lobby. Please tie shoes together
or rubber band them so pairs stay intact. Go to
soles4souls.org to learn more about this organization
and its impact in this country and around the world.
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Our Weekday students have been hard at work! We had a wonderful time at our Pancake
Breakfast in February. Thanks to our staff members for dressing up like the characters from
Toy Story and those who helped. Also, a big thanks to all the church members and school
families that participated. Weekday will be able to make a $500 donation to the ELC Food
Pantry with proceeds from that morning.
Registration is almost full for our 2020-2021 school year. A few spaces remain in our NEW
afternoon two-year-old class, as well as our Kindersteps program, for those students who are
of kindergarten age, but are not quite ready for kindergarten yet. Please call Christine with
any questions, or to schedule a tour.
We are looking forward to a summer full of fun! Our eight-week camp begins on June 22nd.
Each week is a different theme, and each week the children will have a special event held at
the school each week. Registration is filling up quickly, so sign up ASAP!
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Pioneers

Ken Gilbert shared his talents
with the Pioneers.

2nd Sunday in Lent

3rd Sunday in Lent

(C)

10:00 Worship Service
w/Sunday School
Ordination & Installation of
Church Officers
5th Sunday in Lent

4th Sunday in Lent
29
9:00 Carol & Westminster
Choir

(C)
10:00 Worship Service
w/ Sunday School

9:00 Carol & Westminster
Choir

22

10:00 Worship Service
w/Sunday School

9:00 Carol & Westminster
Choir

15

(C)
9:45 Session Meeting
10:00 Worship Service
w/ Communion & new
members received
11:15 Deacon’s Prayer Ministry
11:15 Peacemaking (MRU)

9:00 Carol & Westminster
Choir

8
9:00 Adult Ed - Library

1 Sunday in Lent

st

10:00 Worship Service
w/Sunday School

Sunday
1
9:00 Adult Ed - Library

Monday

7:30 PNC (L)
7:30 Boy Scouts (FH)

30

7:00 HIHI
7:30 PNC (L)
7:30 Boy Scouts (FH)

23

7:30 PNC (L)
7:30 Boy Scouts (FH)

16

7:30 PNC (L)
7:30 Boy Scouts (FH)

9

7:30 PNC (L)
7:30 Boy Scouts (FH)

2

MARCH 2020
Tuesday

31

24

7:30 Worship Ministry
(H)

17

10:00 Missions Ministry
(L)
12:30 Staff Meeting
7:00 Property & Main.
Ministry (L)
7:00 Weekday Board
Meeting (MRU)
7:30 Membership
Ministry (H)

10

6:00 New Members
Class (H)
7:30 Deacons Ministry
(H)

3

7:30 Yoga (H)

10:00 Pioneers

25

7:30 Yoga (H)

10:00 Pioneers

18

7:00 Stewardship
Ministry (H)
7:30 Yoga (H)

10:00 Pioneers (H)

11

7:30 Yoga (H)

7:00 PW Mtg & Book
Disc. @ Montusi’s

Wednesday
4
10:00 Pioneers (H)
10:00 Weekday Chapel
(S)
1:00 Horizons Bible
Study (L)

Thursday

7:30 Chancel Choir

26

7:30 Chancel Choir

10:00 Women’s Bible
Study (L)

19

7:30 Chancel Choir
7:30 Finance Ministry
(L)

12

7:30 Chancel Choir

5
10:00 Women’s Bible
Study (L)

Friday

8:00 Al-Anon
12 Step Program (L)

27

8:00 Al-Anon
12 Step Program (L)

20

8:00 Al-Anon
12 Step Program (L)

13

8:00 Al-Anon
12 Step Program (L)

6 – 9:00 pm Girl Scout
Pinewood Derby
Weigh-in

6

(H) Hartt Room
(S) Sanctuary
(L) Library
(CR) Choir Room
(C) Chapel
(FH) Fellowship Hall
(MRU) Mtg Rm Upstairs

28
9:00 Officers’
Retreat (H)
9:30 Npt.Yoga (L)

21
9:30 Npt.Yoga (L)
11:00 – 1:00
Learn to Paint (H)

14
9:30 Npt.Yoga (H)

9 – 5:00 Girl Scout
Pinewood Derby (FH)

Saturday
7
9:30 Npt.Yoga (L)
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We remember in prayer:
Current concerns - Please pray for: Joan DeNigris, Mildred Kooker (friend of MaryAnne Wetzel), Muriel Best,
Dorothy Schwarz (Barbara Healy’s cousin), Timothy Hoyt
Duncan, Alex Martin (Mary Blondrage’s nephew), Glenn
Baldwin, Cathy Trahan (friend of Faye Michels), Steve
Siegmann, the Pastor Nominating Committee, Aaron
Thomas, Bob White, Susan Gaughan (friend of Marilyn
Barker), Art Shaw, Brian Brewer (Faustine White’s son),
Charlene Cosman, the family of: Donald Bonge (Jen
Smith’s father), Jean McConnell (Susanne Haffner's mother), David Wibben (Rolf Olsen’s
brother-in-law), William Emory (Karen Mandel’s father), those in Healthcare facilities –
Atria: Ann Deery, our partner congregations: Nueva Paz, Cuba and Iglesia Evangelica
Presbiteriana Nueva Vida, Malverne; the Presbytery of Long Island and its staff; the Synod of the Northeast, the Presbyterian Church (USA), its Louisville staff, its missionaries
worldwide.

March 8 Begins
Daylight Savings Time!
Don't forget to turn your clocks
AHEAD one-hour Saturday night
(March 7) when you go to bed.
You'll be late to church if you don't!

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Tuesday - Friday
8:30 AM to 2:30 PM
Church Office Phone: 631 - 261 - 6434
Weekday Nursery School & Child Care
Center Phone: 631 - 757 - 1342
Website: www.fpcnorthport.org
E-mail: bkaifler@fpcnorthport.org

First Presbyterian Church Staff
Ministers: All the Members of the Church
Rachel Vione, Interim Pastor
Dr. Brenda Clark, Organist & Director of Music
Barbara Kaifler, Administrative Assistant
John Kennedy, Facilities Manager
Kevin McKerr, Financial Manager
Christine Mulholland, Weekday Nursery Director
Ariana Warren, Interim Director of Carol/Westminster
Choirs
Dana Warren, Chancel Choir Director

