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Highlights and Happenings
January/February 2020

First Presbyterian Church of Northport Newsletter
I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you
will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.

Philippians 1:6

From Pastor Rachel,
Happy New Year! It’s hard to believe it’s 2020!!
The packages have all been opened and the decorations are ready to be packed away for
another year.
Now that we’ve celebrated Christmas, the real work begins. One of my favorite theologians is Howard Thurman, whose work is quoted in our annual Christmas pageant each
year. Thurman is not only a theologian, but is also an author, philosopher, civil rights activist and educator. He
wrote a beautiful poem that I revisit every year:
When the song of the angels is stilled,
when the star in the sky is gone,
when the kings and princes are home,
when the shepherds are back with their flocks,
the work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost,
to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry,
to release the prisoner,
to rebuild the nations,
to bring peace among the people,
to make music in the heart.
As we look to 2020, my wish for you and for the church is that Howard Thurman’s words would ring true for
each of us as we take the next step in our journey of faith with Jesus Christ!
As we turn the calendar to the next year, we look to the season of Lent, a time of repentance when we pack
away our Alleluias and enter in to a time of self-examination.
Ash Wednesday falls on February 26th 2020. We will have a worship service that evening at 7:00 PM with the
imposition of ashes and the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent, the 40day period of preparation as we anticipate Good Friday and Easter.
So as we begin a new year and “bridge the gap” between Christmas and Easter, let us remember the promises
of Emmanuel; God with us, is a promise we should carry with us into Lent and Easter, through Pentecost and
right up to next Christmas!
With much joy in being your Interim Pastor,
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DEACONS PRAYER
MINISTRY
The deacons prayer ministry which meets
on the first Sunday of the month. If you
would like to have someone pray with you

or for someone who is in need, please join
us in the Chapel following worship on
January 5th and February 2nd.

* * * * *PRESBYTERIAN
* * * * * *WOMEN’S
* * * *NOTES:
* * *PW* *
would like to wish everyone a happy, healthy
2020. We are all so
blessed to be a part
of FPCN! Please
watch for the PW
report for the annual Congregational Meeting in February to see a
list of the outreach that PW has done with monies raised with help from members. On an upcoming note, we
will have our next book talk to discuss
the new novel “Olive, Again” by Elizabeth Strout. This is a sequel to “Olive
Kitteridge” which was a wonderful
book. The talk will be held at the
home of Peggy Denniston on January
22nd at 7 p.m. All are welcome – even if
you have not read the book, we

would love your company.
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Sunday School News
It was a busy fall, learning so many different Old Testament stories from the Bible. The highlight of the season was seeing children tell the story of our Savior’s
birth in the Christmas Pageant on December 15th. It’s always a joy to have
the children involved in sharing this
blessed promise from God.
Join us for Sunday School in the new
year for more Bible adventures! Sunday
School classes for preschool through
8th grade meet during worship after Time
with the Children in the upstairs classrooms. Senior High meets downstairs in the Youth space on the stage beginning at the start of worship
time.
January/February Sunday School schedule:
Jan 5 – Family Worship/Communion Sunday – no Sunday School
Jan 12 - Regular Sunday School classes
Jan 19 – School Holiday Weekend, No Sunday School
Jan 26 - Regular Sunday School classes
Feb 2 - Family Worship/Communion Sunday – no Sunday School
Feb 9 - Regular Sunday School classes
Feb 16 - School Holiday Weekend, No Sunday School
Feb 23 - Regular Sunday School classes
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
CHRISTMAS
PAGEANT

2019
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Burn the Mortgage Update
Thank you to all who pledged to the 2019 "Burn the Mortgage" campaign.
We are still waiting on a few pledges to be fulfilled. Thanks to your
generosity, we anticipate retiring the debt in early 2020. This is great
news!!! There will be an all-church Burn the Mortgage celebration
sometime in the spring. Watch the WM for details!

Please join Sunday AM Adult Education for a new program called
Fear of the Other. This five part study will consider the gospel command to love (and not merely tolerate) those considered to be “Other”
or outside mainstream Christian culture. Rooted in the faith of Israel
and the Christian story and vision, the program will bring a Christian perspective to bear on what may be the hardest thing for people of
faith to do: keeping and loving the "Other" as they are - without any
need for them to become like us. It identifies concrete, everyday ways
persons are formed in welcoming others without annihilating their
differences. we urge you to participate in this timely study. We will
meet in the library at 9 AM (coffee at 8:45). December 29th, January
5th, 12th, 19th and 26th.
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On December 2nd, Mission Ministries
sponsored the first of our HIHI dinners.
In November, an appeal went out to our
congregation requesting donations of
gloves, hats or scarves that would be
presented to the homeless guests staying at
St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran that first
night. The response to this request was
overwhelming! Individual bags were assembled, each one filled with socks, warm gloves, a hat, and a scarf. Packages of
tissues were also included. At the dinner, as each guest arrived to sign in, they
were given one of those gifts bags. They were very moved by your thoughtfulness! As it turned out, that particular evening was a very wintry one and, as a result, nineteen men chose to seek shelter from the storm. They knew that they
would be welcomed at St. Peter's.
I personally want to thank all the volunteers who provided food items for the dinner. The menu consisted of roast chicken “salsa style”, rice, mexicali veggies,
chorizo corn bread, italian bread, with ice cream for dessert. Almost everything
was eaten and heartily enjoyed. I especially want to thank the Northport volunteers who drove the food there, stayed to help serve the meal, and cleaned up after
the dinner ended. The homeless men arrived cold and hungry, but, by the grace
of God working through His servants that night, they went to sleep feeling loved ,
well fed, and grateful for the gifts that they had received. But, in truth, we were
the recipients of a very precious gift – the blessing of having had the opportunity
to share from our bounty as congregation to assist people really in
need .

The next HIHI dinner is scheduled
for January 27th. If you would like to
help out, sign-up sheets will be made
available in the Hartt room following
worship during that month.
Marilyn Fox, chairperson
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Musical Notes
January – February 2020
What a year of music we have had in the sanctuary and beyond as so many have shared their
gifts of music in our services, our dinners, picnics, Pioneers meetings, special concerts, and
the annual Christmas pageant.
A highlight of the Advent season was our combined Carol, Westminster and Chancel Choirs
presenting The Yearning by C. Courtney. The
service continued with a piano / organ duet with
Dana Warren and Brenda Clark, followed by the
flute / piano duo of Tim Gladding and Marge Margolf. All of this took place in one service.
At the writing of this article, final preparations are underway for the Christmas Pageant with
our Sunday School students and the Carol Choir. A service of Lessons and Carols on December 22nd will be enhanced by a beautiful group of readers of the scriptures of hope. The
culmination of this “yearning and hoping” is the celebration of the Savior’s birth on Christmas Eve with the two services, guest musicians, and soloists.
In 2019, we hosted a community concert featuring the vocal talents of Ariana Warren, soprano. The wonderful Young Artists’ Showcase took place in June with the participation of ten
musicians and visual artists. Vicki Field partnered with Julia Graziano for a moving duet
based upon the music from director Ken Burns’ PBS film on the Civil War. Tim Gladding
and Glenn Baldwin brought the beautiful Harlem Nocturne by Hagen and Rogers to our
walls in December. Cindy Corso gathered a group of mothers and daughters for a Christmas
Eve special selection. JoEllen Elsener and Craig Ryder keep our instruments in “good order” and are responsive to any emergent situation. FPCN’s musical angels, Fran Roberts,
Susan Mann, and Walter Hilse, continue to support and inspire our efforts.
For 2020 we look forward with anticipation to furthering this spirit of participation, collaboration, and cooperation. We will sadly bid adieu to Nancy Hogan and Marge Margolf in
their weekly musicianship within these walls. There will be more to come on a celebration
of their ministry and the next steps as we continue to introduce our youth to the music of our
faith. Thank you, everyone for your support,
encouragement, and love.
Psalm 150 “Let Everything that Has Breath,
Praise the Lord!”
With songs of praises in our hearts,
Dr. Brenda A. Clark
Director of Music & Organist
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Youth News
Happy New Year!
Thank you to all
who were able to
participate in our
Adopt-A-Family
shopping day. You should know that the families who receive that support truly appreciate your thoughtfulness.
Our January /February event dates will be decided
soon. We are in the midst of planning a weekend retreat to
Philadelphia to learn about how some homeless people are
served there. In addition we are looking to book a Breakfast Run (that would be the opposite of Midnight Run) but
with the same organization and providing food and conversation with homeless people of NYC.
Blessings,
Kim Gilbert
& Pr. Rachel
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8:45 Adult Ed (L)
10:00 Worship Service w/
Sunday School & Baptism

26

8:45 Adult Ed (L)
10:00 Worship Service

19

8:45 Adult Ed (L)
10:00 Worship Service w/
Sunday School

12

8:45 Adult Ed (L)
10:00 Worship Service
w/communion & Baptism

5

JANUARY
2020

Sunday

Church Office &
Weekday Nursery
School Closed

New Years’ Day

7:30 Session Meeting
(H)

7:30 B. Scouts (FH)

7:30 Yoga (H)

10:00 Pioneers (H)

29

7:00 PW Meeting &
Book Disc @ Peggy
Denniston’s
7:30 Yoga (H)

7:30 Worship Ministry
(H)

28

22

10:00 Pioneers (H)

7:30 Yoga (H)

10:00 Pioneers (H)

15

7:30 Yoga (H)

10:00 Pioneers (H)
10:00 WNS Chapel (S)

8

1
Church Office & Weekday Nursery
School Closed

Wednesday

21

(MRU)
7:00 P & M Ministry
(L)
7:00 Weekday Board
Meeting (MRU)
7:30 Membership
Ministry (H)

27

Martin Luther King Jr.
Birthday

20

Deacon’s Winter
Blood Drive

2:45 – 8:45 Blood Drive
(FH)

10:00 Missions Ministry
(L)
12:30 Staff Meeting

14

7:30 Deacons Min. (H)

7:30 Boy Scouts (FH)
7:30 Presbyterian
Women
(L)

13

7

Tuesday

6

Monday

7:30 Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

30

7:30 Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

23

7:30 Chancel Choir
Rehearsal
7:30 Finance Ministry
(L)

16

7:30 Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

8:00 Al-Anon
12 Step Program (L)

31

8:00 Al-Anon
12 Step Program (L)

24

8:00 Al-Anon
12 Step Program (L)

17

8:00 Al-Anon
12 Step Program (L)

10

8:00 Al-Anon
12 Step Program (L)

7:30 Chancel Choir
Rehearsal
7:30 Stewardship
Ministry (L)

9

3

Friday

2

Thursday

(H) Hartt Room
(S) Sanctuary
(L) Library
(CR) Choir Room
(GC) Grace Chapel
(FH) Fellowship Hall
(MRU) Mtg Rm Upstairs

25

18

9:30 Npt Yoga (H)

11

9:30 Npt Yoga (L)
11:00 Memorial
Service for Doris
Black (S)

4

Saturday
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We remember in prayer:
Current concerns - Please pray for: Lou Schmidt, Cathy
Trahan (friend of Faye Michels), Janet Schaaf (niece of Virginia Kranenberg), Steve Henning (Bob Shevlin’s brother-inlaw), Florence D’Amico (Anita Stambouly’s mother), Christina Heaton (Anita Stambouly’s sister), James Zima, Carolyn Jones (friend of Gerry Walford), Jerry Sambarsky
(friend of Gerry Walford), Bill Kendrigan (friend of Richard & Virginia Kranenberg), Debbie Competello, Steve
Siegmann, the Pastor Nominating Committee, Linda Best,
Aaron Thomas, Bob White, Susan Gaughan (friend of Marilyn Barker), Art Shaw, Brian
Brewer (Faustine White’s son), Charlene Cosman, the family of: Doris Black, Richard
Podlesney (friend of Betsy & Larry Radecki), Fred Sterenberg (Carolyn Louis’ brother-inlaw), Larry Jenks (Tim’s father), Darrin Mercer (Ron’s son), those in Healthcare facilities – Atria: Ann Deery, Carillon Rehab: Muriel Best, our partner congregations: Nueva
Paz, Cuba and Iglesia Evangelica Presbiteriana Nueva Vida, Malverne; the Presbytery of
Long Island and its staff; the Synod of the Northeast, the Presbyterian Church (USA), its
Louisville staff, its missionaries worldwide.
To Our Church family,
How can we ever thank you enough for your support during such a difficult
time for our family. We would like to express our heartfelt thanks and appreciation for your calls and cards, help with the service and reception, attending and/or taking part in the memorial service; and for whatever other ways you have supported us. We are blessed to have
you all in our lives. Peace and blessings to all of you for a
wonderful Christmas celebration and New Year.
Ron and Marcia Mercer and our extended family members

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Tuesday - Friday
8:30 AM to 2:30 PM
Church Office Phone: 631 - 261 - 6434
Weekday Nursery School & Child Care
Center Phone: 631 - 757 - 1342
Website: www.fpcnorthport.org
E-mail: bkaifler@fpcnorthport.org

First Presbyterian Church Staff
Ministers: All the Members of the Church
Rachel Vione, Interim Pastor
Dr. Brenda Clark, Organist & Director of Music
Nancy Hogan, Carol Choir Director
Barbara Kaifler, Administrative Assistant
John Kennedy, Facilities Manager
Marge Margolf, Music Accompanist
Kevin McKerr, Financial Manager
Christine Mulholland, Weekday Nursery Director

