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Holy Cross Lutheran Church- Instruction for Readers  
(Each Holy Cross Reader should receive a copy of Getting the word out:  A Handbook for Readers by 

Christopher George Hoyer.  References to pages and chapters of this book are included in these 

instructions.) 

 

Introduction 

“Dare to speak the word with greater boldness and without fear.”  Philippians 1:14b 

Thank you for your passion for proclaiming the word!  Through the reading of the Scripture lesson in 

worship, we hear God speak and see what God has done in history.  

 

Reader Schedule 

The Worship Team schedules readers for Saturday and Sunday services.  The schedule of readers can be 

found in several locations: 

• The newsletter 

• The church website www.holycrossbeatrice.com  

 

The Reading 

The Reader will typically read two passages and lead the congregation in a responsive reading of a 

Psalm.  The readings come from the New Revised Standard Version (NSRV) of the Bible.   

 

You can find the list of the readings in several places: 

• The previous week’s bulletin at the bottom of the back cover. 

• The ELCA website www.elca.org/lectionary.    

 The Year is listed on the left: 

 Year C (Advent 2015 through Christ the King 2016) 

 Year A (Advent 2016 through Christ the King 2017) 

 Year B (Advent 2017 through Christ the King 2018) 

• A copy of the bulletin with the readings will be placed in your mail slot.  The reading can also be 

sent to you by email.  Call, email Pastor Kathee at Kathee.forrest@gmail.com  or come by the 

church office. 

 

Preparing for the Reading 

1. “This is God’s word.  This is God’s work.”  (page 14) Begin your preparation with prayer. 

2. Sound out the text. 

3. Pay attention to unfamiliar names and words!  There is a pronunciation guide beginning on page 

63.  There are also online resources with audio recordings if you google the unfamiliar word plus 

“pronunciation”. 

4. Practice.  Practice.  Practice.   

 

Delivering the Reading 

It is preferred that the word be read from the large Bible on the lectern.  Plan to arrive 15 minutes 

before the beginning of worship, go to the lectern and mark the First and Second readings in the Bible.  

Reading from the Bible shows all gathered for worship that our readings come directly from the Bible.   
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The Psalm can be read from the bulletin or powerpoint, which show the responsive reading.  Psalms are 

read responsively by whole verse unless otherwise noted.  The reader begins with the first verse and the 

congregation the second, alternating verses. 

 

NOTE:  Psalms are also found in the front of the Lutheran Book of Worship (green hymnal) pages 215 

289.   

 

Read Chapters 2-4 of Getting the Word Out for information on volume, pace, speaking the words crisply 

and slowly.  “Help the assembly hear every word.”  

 

What to say before and after a reading: 

Announce the First and Second reading with:   

A reading from the ____ chapter of _____.  For example:  A reading from the First chapter of Genesis.    

It is not necessary to announce the verses – only the chapter. 

 

An excellent ending to the First and Second reading:  A significant pause (a deep breath, a three count) 

before saying…. 

“Here ends the reading.” 

 

The Psalm is a bit different.  Announce the Psalm by saying:   

We read Psalm [insert the number such as 23] responsively by whole verse.   

(If there is no PowerPoint at a service, announce that the Psalm can be found in the bulletin.)   

 

Nothing is said following the reading of the Psalm.  A significant pause is given before going to the 

Second Reading. 

 

Ten Encouragements for Reading (pages 55-56): 

• Read loudly 

• Read slowly 

• Read distinctly 

• Read meaningfully 

• Read energetically 

• Read gladly 

• Read reverently 

• Read intentionally 

• Read congruently:  body and posture echo voice. 

• Read urgently:  This is a matter of life and death! 

 

“Martin Luther said that the Holy Scripture is the cradle in which we find the Lord Jesus.”  (page 53)  

Something to bear in mind as you prepare for the reading! 

 


