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Members visit Meadow Brook Hall and Theatre 

View of Meadow Brook Hall 

Association members spent a pleasant day touring historic Meadow Brook Hall and enjoying 
“Calendar Girls” at the Meadow Brook Theatre at our March 23 event. 

On our arrival at the Rochester Hills mansion we gathered in the Fountain room where 
our tour guides gave us a quick overview of the mansion’s history. During the informative 
one‑hour tour we viewed much of the living quarters but didn’t have time to see it all as the 
88,000‑square‑foot mansion has 110 rooms. Lunch was served in the ballroom after the tour.

At the Meadow Brook Theatre we saw “Calendar Girls,” a play written in 2008 that’s based 
on a true story. You may be familiar with the storyline if you saw the 2003 movie starring 
Helen Mirren. It’s about a group of women in Britain who hit upon the idea to produce an 
“untraditional” calendar in which they would pose nude to raise money for the Leukemia 
Research Fund. 

The play had many funny 
moments, but some sad 
ones too. There was a happy 
ending, however. The calendar 
the women launched in 1999 
eventually raised 4 million 
pounds ($5.84 million in today’s 
dollars) to help their cause. 

Did you know?
Meadow Brook Hall was built during the 1920s by 
Matilda Dodge Wilson and her second husband, 
lumber baron Alfred Wilson. Matilda’s first husband 
was John F. Dodge, a co‑founder of the Dodge 
Brothers Motor Car Company. When he died in 
1920 he left Matilda one of the wealthiest women 
in the world.

In 1957 the family donated the mansion, their art 
collections, 1,500 acres of the estate and $2 million 
to Michigan State University to found what is now 
Oakland University. 



Meadow Brook Theatre on the Oakland University Campus

Left to right, Deborah Kujawski, Pam Rath, Jill Perry and Barbara Fanone Mary Kay and Steve Fedak

Karen Titjung

Left to right, Sharon Sturgell, Diana Luczak, and Mary Ewald

June 23 – LUNCH AND CRUISE, Wyandotte
Enjoy lunch at Portofino’s followed by a Detroit River 
cruise departing from the restaurant.

July 29 – DETROIT TIGERS GAME, Detroit
The Tigers take on the Houston Astros in a night 
game. Fireworks included.

September 16 – BILL BURKE MEMORIAL 
GOLF OUTING, Farmington Hills
The golf outing moves to September this year at 
Glen Oaks golf course. 

September 20 – PEWABIC POTTERY TOUR, 
Detroit 
Visit the historic pottery followed by lunch nearby at 
Sinbad’s Restaurant. 

October 20 – ANNUAL MEETING & LUNCHEON, 
Plymouth
Our annual business meeting and luncheon will be 
held at The Inn at St. John’s.

November 9 – KIRK IN THE HILLS TOUR, 
Bloomfield Hills 
After touring Kirk in the Hills join your fellow retirees for 
lunch at the Moose Preserve. 

December 6 – HOLIDAY PARTY, Sterling Heights
Join us for our annual holiday festivities to be held at 
the Century Banquet Center in Sterling Heights. It’s a 
luncheon this year.

More events coming up in 2016

Meadow Brook continued



Classical music lovers hear 
world premiere
Association members who attended the Detroit Symphony 
Orchestra’s January 22 Coffee Concert were treated to 
traditional favorites as well as more modern pieces that 
made for a pleasant morning of music. 

Leonard Slatkin conducted the DSO. The performances 
included Bizet’s “Carmen Suite,” the “Trumpet Concerto” by 
John Williams (of “Star Wars” fame), and the world premiere 
of “Flute Concerto” by modern‑day composer Aaron Jay 
Kernis. This work was co‑commissioned by the DSO and written 
especially for the guest artist Marina Piccinini.

The program ended with a rousing rendition of Ravel’s “Bolero,” 
which is always a popular piece with audiences. 

Our sixth annual bowling event was a winner again this year, netting $404 for charity. 
The April 23 event was held at Country Lanes of Farmington. 

A variety of prizes and pizza for lunch made for a fun afternoon. The high scorers were Ercille Everett in the 
first and third games with scores of 202 and 208 and Audrey James in the second game with a score of 270.

The 50/50 raffle winners were Debbie 
Davis and Liz Downey. Lea Downing and 
Kay Jones won the mystery pots and Karen 
Stecher, Joyce Obenhoff and Rose Johnson 
won door prizes.

Thanks to all who attended and those who 
made monetary or gift donations: Ray 
Newak, Marie Clement , Barbara Urbain, 
Kathy Dolan, Kathy Elston and Beleta 
Williams. Thanks also to Country Lanes 
of Farmington.

Bowl‑a‑Rama scores for charity

Selma and Paul Marzec

Standing, left to right, Betty Zwolak, Joyce Obenhoff, Kathy Elston, Kay Jones and Taylor 
Downing. Seated, left to right, Liz Downey, Linda Marler and Debbie Davis

Left to right, Lea Downing, Ercille Everett, Aletha Risker and Karen Stecher

Bill Hazelrigg and Nona Sehoyan

Perfect shot!



Meet retiree Joyce Obenhoff
Those who attend Association luncheons and 
other events will recognize Joyce Obenhoff as the 
lady with the checkbook. That’s because she’s the 
treasurer of our Retiree Association and an active 
member of the Retiree Association Board. 

A native of Detroit, Joyce began working at 
BCBSM in 1962 as a claims processor soon 
after graduating from Cooley High School. 
She completed two years of Accounting at the 
University of Detroit and after two years with the 
company was promoted into a position in the area 
that’s now Facility Reimbursement. 

“Blue Cross holds a wonderful memory for me 
for this is where I met my husband Bert. We were 
married for 18 years until his death in 1996,” 
said Joyce.

Joyce retired in 2004 after 41 years with the 
company and she’s been active ever since. She 
became involved with the Association board in 
2008 as backup for former treasurer Marcel St. 
Germaine when he became ill. She was elected 
treasurer in 2010. Joyce with “Celtic Autumn” cross stitch embroidery.

Joyce is active at St. John’s Armenian Church in Southfield. She’s 
been president of the Woman’s Guild there and a church auditor. 
She belongs to a philanthropic organization called the Daughters of 
Vartan and has served in various offices, both locally and nationally. 
She also participates in a group called Hye Adventures which offers 
educational activities and recently joined the Detroit Armenian 
Women’s Club, which raises money for charity. 

Joyce’s many interests include boating, bowling, playing bunco and 
rummikub, and getting together with friends and family. She likes to 
travel and has been to Armenia, Greece, Jerusalem and Turkey. 

For relaxation, Joyce loves counted cross stitching embroidery. 
“One day I saw a friend cross stitching an angel and I asked her to 
show me how to do it. We did a little piece to start off with. This began 
in 1995 and I tell her that she created a monster because we began a 
competition. I think I’ve won since I now have approximately 14 angels 
hanging on my walls.“

Joyce says she’s willed one of her angels to each of the women in her 
family and she makes something for each new baby that comes along. 

“It gives me great pleasure to do this for my family,” she says.Joyce’s beautifully framed cross stitch embroidery 
is highlighted with beads and gold thread.

“I have enjoyed working with the retirees. It is great being able to see all 
of my old coworkers in a social setting and getting to know everyone better. 

Not many other companies have this opportunity,” she says. 



Officers
• President 

Kathy Elston

• Vice‑President 
Annette Foster

• Treasurer 
Joyce Obenhoff

• Secretary 
Adrienne Starling

• Immediate Past 
President 
John McCrary

Committees
• Finance – Richard Dow, chair

• Fundraising, Membership Liaison – Beleta Williams, chair

• Internet Communications – Imogene King‑Dugan, chair; Wanda Black and 
Debra Pawlak, committee members

• Newsletter Editor – Open

• Operations – Betty Zwolak, chair; John McCrary, committee member

• Planning – John Flint and Ray Newak, co‑chairs; Kathy Elston and Kay Jones, 
committee members

• Social – Annette Foster, chair; Doral Cherniak and Kathy Dolan, committee members; 
Florida luncheon, Cindy Vanderlinden‑Warf; Golf Outing, Kathy Elston, Brad Gavle, 
Nick Graowski and John McCrary

• Representative to BCBSM Senior Advisory Committee – Carolyn Cruse

Who’s Who in the Retiree Association

Left to right, Annette Foster, Barbara and David Gay, David and Maxine Mamuscia, Dave Watroba and Cindy Warf

Good food and camaraderie at Florida luncheon
This year’s Snowbird Luncheon was held on April 13 at the Redsauce Restaurant in Lake Sumpter Landing in the 
Villages, Florida.

Annette Foster, Retiree Association vice‑president and Social Committee chair, had the opportunity to travel there 
in April and attend the luncheon. She reports that it was an enjoyable afternoon.

“The food was delicious, the service was wonderful and the people who waited on us were so very gracious. 
Everyone enjoyed talking about old times and the people we knew. We all hoped we could meet again next year,” 
said Annette.

Maxine and Annette won door prizes and Annette won the 50/50 drawing. Cindy Warf, who organized the 
luncheon, looks forward to next year’s event. She hopes to be able to send the flyers out earlier next year so that 
more retirees have time to plan ahead and attend.
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The BCBSM Retirees Newsletter is published three times a year for members of the  
BCBSM Retiree Association. We’d like to hear from you. If you have a comment on the newsletter or 

 an idea for an article, please contact us at information@miretireeassoc.com or write to us at  
BCBSM Retiree Association, P.O. Box 685, Farmington, MI 48332.

Also be sure to check out our website at miretireeassoc.com  
for information about upcoming events and photos of past events.

E‑mail Directory updates: The directory is updated periodically and sent via e‑mail to members who wish 
to share their e‑mail address with fellow retirees. To add your e‑mail address, make a correction or remove 

your name from the list, send your request to information@miretireeassoc.com.

The BCBSM Retiree Association is an organization of former employees of Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan 
that is not otherwise affiliated with the company.

News & Notes

Monica Biestek

Judith Canavan

Mary Coatsworth

Patricia Crittenden

Cameron 
Cronkright

Tamre Davis

Mary Ann Dimarco

Alice Farrell

Carma Flint

Thomas Fraser

Lucy Goslin

John Gumbel

Margaret Heath

Lisa Horton

Mary Johnson

Thresa Johnson

Bruce Klosner

Barbara Larkin

Terry Lingo

Jane Malinowski

Sandra Martin

Phillip Newton

Philip O’Leary

Balasaraswathi 
Pajerla

Sandra‑Lee 
Powers

Timothy Reade

Donna Rozman

Jo Sieraczynski

Cheryl Smith

Lucille Smith

Colette Trent

Gloria 
Vanderheyden

Ellen Vergin

Thomasine 
Williams

Daniel Wilson

Patricia Wilson

Rose Witherspoon

Shelia Wood

Welcome to  
Our New Members

...May they rest in peace

Donald Puscas 
January 9, 2016

Howard Scheppler, Jr. 
March 1, 2016

Addie Helen Scheppler 
March 1, 2016

Kenneth Shelton 
April 28, 2016

Daniel Witmer 
May 9, 2016

Kathleen Doelle 
May 14, 2016

Harry Tolkatlian 
May 17, 2016

Larry Plotnisky 
May 23, 2016

Go shopping on Bluetique website
Remember the Bluetique? It’s now an online store.  It was 
previously open only to employees but it’s now available to 
Blues retirees as well. The store sells Cross and Shield logo 
items, everything from shirts and fleece jackets to tote bags and 
a Jumbo Med Minder. There’s even a Stay Fit Personal Fitness 
Kit to help you keep in shape. Go to www.mibluetique.biz to 
see what’s offered at the Bluetique.

Thanks for United Way giving
The Blues would like to thank retirees for supporting our 
communities by donating to the 2015 United Way campaign. 
Active employees contributed $592,440 to the campaign, 
exceeding the company’s goal of $550,000. Retirees donated 
$5,640. If you have questions about the United Way Campaign, 
e‑mail unitedway@bcbsm.com. 

Association has new address
Our Association has a new address. If you would like to 
contact by U.S. Mail, please send your letter to BCBSM Retiree 
Association, P.O. Box 685, Farmington, MI 48332.
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