
   

   

Join us in honoring  
Human first CEO,  

Wafa Abboud  

Wafa Abboud  
CEO, Human First, Inc. 

 
Wafa Abboud received the Top Woman In 
Business award from emcee Alison Mor-
ris, FOX 5 business reporter, Victoria 
Schneps, publisher of The Queens Cou-
rier. and Miss New York 2014 Jillian Tap-
per.  

 
To the right: Wafa Abboud surrounded by 
her management staff, friends and family 
at the award ceremony . 
 
 

The Star Network Dinner is held every 
year to honor and recognize the out-
standing achievements of extraordinary 
women who have been successful in busi-
ness and have a passion for they do.   
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Thank you! 
Assembly member David I. Weprin Chair of the 
Task Force on People with Disabilities, and As-
sembly member Aravella Simotas for recogniz-
ing Human First and its CEO,  Wafa Abboud. 
 
Bottom picture: CEO Wafa Abboud receiving 
the Proclamation by  Casey Lajszky  from As-
sembly member David Weprin’s office .. 
Also pictured Human First staff and a rep from 
the 105th Precinct’s Community Affairs. 
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Queens Borough President, Melinda Katz honors Hu-
man First CEO, Wafa Abboud at the Borough Presi-
dent’s Annual Multicultural Ramadan Dinner on June 
23, 2015. 
 
Ms. Abboud was recognized by the Borough Citation 
for her leadership and her contribution to the commu-
nity  and the borough of Queens. 
 

 

 

Happy Autism Awareness Day!  
April is Autism Awareness month so our staff showed our sup-
port all month long. Wearing as much blue as possible, as that is 
the color representing autism awareness. We  encouraged our 
programs to show their support by bringing out their creativity. 
Develop activities with staff and participants to develop their 
advocacy/self-advocacy skills in support of Autism Spectrum 
Disorders (ASD).  

 

 

During National Nurses Week, Human First would like to extend a special thanks to you, our nurses, as you con-
tinue to provide the highest level of quality care to your patients. You deserve special recognition for your efforts in 
delivering compassionate care while encompassing the principles of ethical practice in your profession. 
Human First acknowledges and thanks you for the dedication and great work you continue to exhibit every day. 

 

CEO, Wafa Abboud of Human First welcomed members of the community and  
explained the services Human first provides to the consumers and their families. 
She also gave tours to members of the NYPD’s 105th Precinct’s Community Af-
fairs and the FDNY’s Ladder 304 Engine 162. 
“It is very important to be involved in the community and partner with our 
neighbors to improve the quality of life for everyone including our consumers,” 
stated Ms. Abboud.     

Queens Village Open House part 3 Jun 12, 2015  
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KEY NOTE SPEAKER  
Councilman Daniel Dromm Wafa Abboud, CEO 

Human First, Inc. 

Former Senator Ballboni  Motivational speaker Adair Cates 

Above: Frank Pennucci at the podium introducing 
the speakers at the morning session at the 4th Pro-
fessional development conference at NYU the 
Kimmel Building. From Right to left:  
Wafa Abboud, CEO (Human First), Council mem-
ber Daniel Dromm , Chairman of the Education 
Committee, Michael Ballboni , Former NYS Sena-
tor and Managing partner of Redland Strategies 
(sponsor)  and motivational speaker Adair Cates. 

TTTRANSITIONRANSITIONRANSITION      INTOINTOINTO   TTTOMORROWOMORROWOMORROW         
2015 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE  
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Human First 4th Annual Professional Develop-
ment Conference 
Human First’s 4th Annual Professional Develop-
ment Conference, “Transition into Tomorrow” 
was hosted at New York University’s Kimmel 
Center on June 15th - June 16th 2015. This an-
nual conference provides staff with the tools and 
training necessary to provide optimal care to 
individuals with developmental disabilities. Hu-
man First combines industry related seminars 
conducted by leaders in the field, including rep-
resentatives from the Office of People with De-
velopmental Disabilities (OPWDD), with well-
ness and leadership workshops to give confer-
ence attendees the chance to develop new and 
vital skills that they can use at work and in their 
personal lives. 
 
Human First was honored to welcome Council-
man Daniel Dromm, Chairperson on the Com-
mittee of Education, to the Conference Opening 
Ceremony. Councilman Dromm gave a heartfelt 
and poignant speech about how traumatic brain 
injury has affected his life. Human First was also 
honored to have nationally recognized motiva-
tional speaker, Adair Cates to uplift and inspire 
the audience.   
 
Conference participants were privileged to hear 
from several intelligent, motivating professionals 
in the health care field. Participants gave raving 
reviews about each speaker, and reported learn-
ing useful information that they can use in their 
professional and personal lives.  
 
The conference attendees were accompanied by 
several individuals with developmental disabili-
ties within Human First programs. These indi-
viduals proudly demonstrated their personal and 
professional skills by assisting the progression of 
the conference as Conference Escorts and Con-
ference Liaisons.  
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HUMAN FIRST OFFICES IN NEW YORK CITY AND LONG ISLAND 
Main  Office: 128 Atlantic Ave, Lynbrook, NY 11563, Phone: 516-823-9500, Fax: 516-823-9600   
Brooklyn: 8814 Foster Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11236, Phone: 718-345-1119, Fax: 718-345-0012  

Manhattan: 134 W. 29th Street, 12 fl, New York, NY 10001, Phone: 212-480-9169, Fax: 212-480-3685  
Queens: 25-15 Steinway Street, Astoria, NY 11103, Phone: 347-832-0035, Fax: 347-832-0036  
Suffolk: 1 Michael Avenue, Farmingdale, NY 11735 Phone: 631-321-1101, Fax: 516-249-3400 

 

For  more information visit our website: www.humanfirst.org  

 
Human First, Inc. 
Serving the developmentally disabled community since 2001, Human First is a 501(c)(3) organization 
with the mission to provide greater opportunities for individuals with special needs to reach their per-
sonal goals. Human First is a multicultural organization focused on providing services to individuals with 
disabilities from underserved communities who have had a difficult time fitting into mainstream pro-
grams. We are dedicated to developing support systems for both individuals and their families. We ac-
complish this goal through Medicaid  and Non-Medicaid Service Coordination, Family Education and 
Training, Day Habilitation, OPTS “Transitions” After-School & Saturday Recreation Program, Day Pro-
gram for Medically Frail Individuals, Community Habilitation, Individualized Support Services, and Crisis 
Intervention. We are dedicated to finding out the strengths and ambitions of each individual we serve. 
Our job is to work with the individual and their family as a team to find and put in place services to meet 
their goals, such as; Life Skill Goals: Living independently, traveling independently, preparing meals 
and money management. Vocational Goals: Volunteering, working/supportive employment. Recrea-
tional Goals: Music & the arts, sports, socialization  groups, weekend, evening and summer programs. 
Human First provides specialized training, staff development, case management, educational work-
shops/conferences, Consultant Services in structuring systems, standards and policies, and service 
assessments. 
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Human First Welcomes New Board Members Human First Welcomes New Board Members  

 
 
Todd Greenberg, Esq.   
Mr. Greenberg is the founding partner of Addabbo & Greenberg.  Prior to starting his law firm, 
Mr. Greenberg was a prosecutor and Assistant District Attorney in Queens.  In addition, Mr. 
Greenberg is currently in his fourth term as President of the Assistant District Attorney’s Associa-
tion of Queens County and  served two terms as President of the JFK Rotary Club.  He received 
his undergraduate degree from Hofstra University and his Juris doctor law degree from the Hof-
stra University School of Law. 
 
Upon his appointment Mr. Greenberg stated, "My reward is to have the opportunity to help Hu-
man First, a unique and professional organization that serve the people with developmental dis-
ability.” 
 
Human First CEO Wafa Abboud added, “I am proud and pleased to have Mr. Greenberg on our 
Board in this period of growth and expansion here at home and overseas as we dedicate ourselves 
to improve the quality of life for our individuals and their families.”  

 
 
Barry Goldstein, ESQ 
Mr. Goldstein is the founder and principal of Barry M. Goldstein Law Office. He is a graduate of 
Brooklyn Law School where he earned his Juris Doctor (J.D.) Degree, and served as member of 
the Brooklyn Law Review. He received his undergraduate degree (B.A,) from Queens College. He 
is a former counsel to both the Judiciary and Election Law Committees of the New York State 
Assembly in Albany, New York. He was also a former Assistant District Attorney for Kings 
County, New York. Mr. Goldstein has been active in the community as a practicing lawyer for 
over 40 years. He is engaged with many civic and political organizations, which has earned him 
the respect of his colleagues and members of the community. 
 
Mr. Goldstein is extremely well versed in his profession and in the general practice of law, espe-
cially in the areas of personal injury, probate and estates, Article 81 Mental Hygiene Law guardi-
anship proceedings, and general civil litigation in the City and State Courts. 

 
“Human First is a great organization that I am very familiar with in regard to their work, and their 
leadership team, under their CEO, Wafa Abboud. They provide valuable and much needed ser-
vices to those with special needs in our City and State. I am very pleased and honored to join their 
board.” –Barry M. Goldstein 
 
“Mr. Goldstein’s expertise and leadership will help us move closer to our goals as an organization 
to provide the support and the services needed to the individuals with developmental disabilities 
and their families. His counsel will help us accomplish our mission and our life changing work.” –
Wafa Abboud, CEO  

 

Luisa Roche, M.S. Ed. Director of Early Intervention Services and Capacity Management Coordinator representing Human First, 
Inc. at the SPECIAL NEEDS RESOURCE FAIR 

Panel D
iscussion  

 
Human First was proud to take part of 
the special needs resource fair held on 
Saturday, April 25, 2015 in Brooklyn. 
Human First was providing informa-
tion to the public about all the services 
that we provide, answer questions, 
hand out helpful literature and en-
gaged in the panel discussion about 
resources. 
 

 

Stefani Zinerm
an,  C

hief of staff  
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