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Mother  
by Gene Markland 

 
Mother.  Just the name evokes a flood of thoughts and memories. Childhood memories of a loving hand to bandage a skinned 
knee, and a magical kiss upon that bandage that made the pain fade away. The big smile and wild applause from the third row in 
the audience of a second-grade school play, acknowledging my dramatic interpretation of a tree, a tree that spoke not a word. The 
bedtime stories and prayers where I learned that the Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.  
Sometimes I look at her bloodstained Bible, which she took with her to dialysis treatments in her latter days. There she shared her 
faith and testimony with the other patients, being a blessing in her time of sickness. Though she is with the Lord, her life and love 
remain in my heart.                              
 
Mother.  I am doubly blessed that my child has the best one, a Mother whose child is the center of her world. She’s a Mother who 
loves, teaches, corrects shares, prays, plays, and focuses herself completely on the health, welfare, and happiness of her child. 
She’s a Mother who cries every year on the first day of school after we put our daughter on the school bus. So to cheer her up and 
get her mind off of it, I take her to breakfast at IHOP. It’s hard to cry in your pancakes.  She’s a role model our daughter will be 
hard-pressed to duplicate, though I know she will.  
 
Mother.  There are many wonderful Mothers in all our lives and though we honor them every year, it seems inadequate consider-
ing what they really deserve.   
 
Mother. There once was a Mother so unique, so precious, that our heavenly Father chose her to be the Mother of His only begot-
ten Son. She was so trusted that even though she was young, inexperienced, and poor, she was chosen to Mother our Lord Je-
sus. Difficult circumstances were her lot in life, and yet through unspeakable adversity, such as the death threat against her son 
by the King, she poured herself into her son, who became the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords.  
It makes one wonder, what part of His determination; compassion, patience, longsuffering, and love came from her influence on 
Him. We assume that He received all of His attributes from His heavenly Father because He is the Son of God. But He is also the 
Son of man, so we must not forget to honor His Mother for being used of God the Father to instill many of those attributes. 
 
Mother. She’s the one who pushed Jesus into His public ministry by making Him do His first public miracle. John 2:1-11 describes 
how He wasn’t prepared to turn the water into wine because He said that His time had not yet come. 
“This miraculous sign at Cana in Galilee was the first time Jesus revealed his glory. And his disciples believed in him” (John 2:11 
NLT). 
Like us, He experienced that wonderful force of nature, a Mama who knows best! 
He acknowledged her and provided for her even during His torture on the cross.  
“When Jesus saw his mother standing there beside the disciple he loved, he said to her, “Dear woman, here is your son.” And he 
said to this disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from then on this disciple took her into his home” (John 19:26-27 NLT). 
Their love and Devotion for each other didn’t end there. As she prayed with the others in the upper room on the day of Pentecost, 
He filled her with the Holy Spirit, and their relationship continues to this day. She is an example to Mothers, as He is an example 
to Sons and daughters. 
 
Mother.  Love her. Cherish her. Honor her. She deserves it! 
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Minute for Missions 

 
Dear Kampala Children Center/Destiny Africa Supporter, 

As the world braces for the immediate and long-term impact of COVID-19, Kampala Chil-

dren’s Centre (KCC) has made difficult decisions that impact how they currently function.  As 

many students and staff as possible have been returned to their families, schools in Uganda 

are closed, businesses have shut down, and the basic commodities have tripled in price.  The 

health, hygiene, and sanitation are primitive, but now even those are pushed to the limit.  

Women, children, and babies will starve to death or die from malnutrition.  We on the other 

hand, may not be able to go to our favorite restaurant, but we do have food on our shelves, 

warm shelter, and meals.   

I realize that many of us have been furloughed, lost jobs, or are working at reduced pay.  

Many of you own your own businesses and are feeling the weight of this pandemic.  It is a 

hard time for all.  But KCC needs us now more than ever.   

Pastor Arnold and the choir are not able to travel to raise funds.  KCC needs to be able to pay 

the teachers, pay for food supplies and school materials, and provide medical care for the 

community.  God has blessed us even in these trying times and wants us to be faithful stew-

ards for His greater cause.  Please consider giving a sacrificial gift to KCC.   

We Thank God for your being a part of this community.  We covet your prayers for the staff 

and children of KCC as they submit to the needs and regulations within their own communi-

ties.   

Please contribute online @ www.destinyafrica.org/donate-us/ 

Blessings,  

Sean Brennan 

Sean Brennan, President 

DENOMINATION NEWS!  

Our Presbytery Meeting will be on Zoom.  We are scheduling it for May 14, which is a Thurs-
day at 1pm.  It would take the place of our weekly check-in.  We will have voting online and 
then have prayer time in breakout rooms.  We would love to have the pastors and a com-
missioner for every church.                                                          

Please contact Pastor Rachel if you are interested in participating!   

http://www.destinyafrica.org/donate-us/
https://www.destinyafrica.org/


ELDER ON CALL  

 3 Sarah Dunn 

10 Danise Fairchild 

17 Julie O’Donnell  

24  Linda Ferrario 

31  Dick Walsh  

READERS 

 3   

10  Jack Fox  

17  Rhea Johnston  

24  Judy Isaac 

31  Jerry Young  

2 - John Smith       11 - Jessica Pavey 

3 - Brenda Abbott       19 - Norma Bacon 

4 - Judy Douglas         30 - Mark Smith 

6 - Tom Neilson           31 - Lynn Mitchell 

     Julie O’Donnell                                       

Day of Prayer: May 6 

 For all those suffering in any way because of the pandemic: may God comfort them, and may we 

seek ways to support them, as we’re able. 

 For our leaders at all levels of government to make wise decisions about how to handle the pan-

demic’s issues. 

 As we still don’t know when we’ll be able to worship together—let us draw close to the Lord in 

prayer, song, and Bible study, call each other to check in, and send notes and emails of love and 

encouragement.  

 For those who are ill, homebound, lonely, and suffering from mental illness—these days are es-

pecially hard for them. May God comfort them, and may we do so as well. 

 May God show us His goodness and blessings in the midst of difficult days. What are you grateful 

for, every day? 

The Upper Room Devotionals  

for May/June have arrived!   

Stop by the church office during regular  

office hours to pick up a copy.   

Did You Know?   

While we are unable to meet for services you 

can still hear Pastor Rachel’s  messages?  

You can receive the link via email or on our 

Facebook page.   For the audio  only mes-

sage visit our website!   



Would You Like Some Good News? 

Of course you would!  

In the months since I’ve been treated for cancer, I have experi-

enced amazing blessings from the Lord and from caring people, 

near and far. I have felt more loved than at any other period in my 

life. Let me tell you some good news about how I have been blessed 

in the midst of hard times. 

Here are some of the ways people have extended care to me. They’ve taken me to and 

from medical appointments; run errands like grocery shopping; cleaned my home; shoveled; 

cleaned up my yard and put in new mulch; taken my trash bags to the curb; dropped off 

food, gifts, and home-cooked meals; and cleaned up the cat litter boxes. I’ve received doz-

ens of cards and emails with beautiful handwritten messages. People have donated gener-

ously, totaling several thousand dollars, to help me with medical bills. I receive texts just 

checking in to see how I am, and if I need anything. I’ve received more offers for help than 

I’ve been able to take advantage of. The Borough has allowed me to park at the church all 

day without getting a ticket.  

One of the wonderful things about all this is that these helpers are not only from our 

congregation. I’ve received checks from several other churches. People from all kinds of 

backgrounds have blessed me, including those with no religious affiliation. I’ve had people 

tell me that they pray for me every single day—I cannot tell you how deeply moving that is! 

Friends from all over the world have reached out to me. I am blessed with a wonderful on-

cologist, and have been able to share my faith in the hospital setting. God is at work in all of 

this, and that is good news! 

Naturally, I would much prefer not to be going through this, especially during a pan-

demic. Many of you have gone through very difficult times, and I’m sure you could give a 

testimony of God’s blessings then and now. But hard times also open the door for us to be 

blessed, and to bless others. I am so, so grateful for all you have done to make my days 

easier, but especially to show me love and sincere care. Saying “Thank you” is not nearly 

enough, but I do thank you, and always will. 
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