First Presbyterian
Church
October 2020
Tidings

First Presbyterian Church

Five Court Street
Towanda, Pa 18848

October 2020
Sun

4

Mon

5

Tue

6

10:00AM
Morning Worship,
Communion
5:00PM Girl Scouts

Wed

7

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

8

9

10

15

16

17

22

23

24

29

30

31

Church Day of Prayer

5:00PM Trustees

11

12

10:00AM
Morning Worship

Columbus Day

7:00PM Zoom B.S.

13

Door Drop Ministry
8:00AM Hez. H.
@ The Cup
6:00PM Session

14

Nov. Tidings
Deadline

TACO Collection
7:00PM Zoom B.S.

18

19

20

10:00AM
Morning Worship

Door Drop Ministry
1:30PM Bradford
Co. Probation Court

5:00PM Girl Scouts

25

21

26

27

10:00AM
Morning Worship

28

Halloween
6:00PM Session

Dear Church Family
I think it’s safe to say that 2020 has been a difficult year for all of us – and there are still three
months left before it’s over! The Covid-19 pandemic has killed at least 200,000 Americans as of
late September, disrupted our social interactions, devastated many families financially, and put
on hold many ministries of the church. Politically our nation has become more deeply divided
over issues of racial justice and politics that at any time in many of our memories. Meanwhile, we
continue to deal with all of the “normal” stressors in our lives such health, work, and family.
Oh, and the pastor needed to take a leave of absence while fighting her own battle with cancer.
No wonder so many people are stressed out!
In the midst of this, I’m honored to fill-in for Rachel for a short while as your interim pastor. And
I’m reminded of Paul’s words to the church of Corinth, who were enduring some pretty significant troubles of their own.
But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God
and not from us. We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in
despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. (2 Cor. 4:6-9)
On our own, we are fragile beings, easily broken. But as Christians, we have a treasure within us:
Jesus Christ. And it is as we draw on the internal power that we receive from Jesus that we discover the ability to win battles we thought unwinnable, survive adversity we thought would break
us, hold on when we thought our strength could not sustain us.
I can’t begin to tell you how many times I’ve gotten to the point in life where it seemed the only
thing I had left was Jesus, and discovered that Jesus was enough. ““My grace is sufficient for
you,” God told the Apostle Paul, “for my power is made perfect in weakness.” (2 Cor. 12:9) The
same is true for us today.
Difficult times reveal the greatness of our God, and I’m confident that God’s plan for you and for
this church is greater than whatever adversities we face.
Blessings,
Jeff Wildrick

5 - Ryland Carey
8 - Art Spengler
11 - Marquerite Fox Picou
14 - Nancy Hughey
15 - Brenda Webster Houck
17 - Sue Gore
21 - Elizabeth Lightbourn,
Brad Musselman
25 - Baylee Clark
29 - Janice McConnell,
Karl Tewksbury
30 - Shaylee Greenland

October Elder on call
4 - Linda Ferrario

Memory Verse
“My God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ
Jesus. - Philippians 4:19, KJV

11 - Danise Fairchild
18 - Dick Walsh
25 - Judy Isaac

Church day of prayer October 7th
1) Pastor Wildrick and our Church leaders as they plan and work to carry out our ministry here.
2) Our Church's ministry to reach out and be bold in witnessing to make a difference in other's
lives.
3) President Trump and elected officials to make wise decisions.
4) School administrators, teachers, staff, parents and students as they navigate a different feel
in school, and for all to stay healthy.
5) Kids Club and SWAG Door Drop Ministry to bring God's Word to the youth and their families.
6) SWAG Zoom meetings to be a good connection with our youth.
7) Katy Taylor, our Christian Education Coordinator, as she seeks to bring God’s Word to youth
amid the challenges of COVID-19.
8) People living with fear and anxiety.
9) Those caring for people with COVID-19.
10) Those people having to make adjustments in their lives due to health and well-being issues.
11) Pastor Rachel, Clayton Mount, Peggy Putnam and Tom Lent (Nancy Hughey's brother) as they
continue their battles with cancer, and for their loved ones supporting and helping them.
12) For restoration of health for others battling various health issues.

Christian Education News
Kid’s Club & SWAG
October 2020
Door Drop Sign– Up
Door Drop Ministry
Our children’s ministry has
transformed into a virtual
program. We are sending bible lessons,
crafts and snacks directly to our children. SWAG is also participating in
ZOOM meetings! This has been a
neat way to share God’s love and
connect with our families. Please
keep our mission in your prayers!

Please share our ministry with your friends
and neighbors! Families can sign-up
through our website or by filling out a form
found in the back of the church!

Prayer Pal’s
Thank-you to those who signed up to be
a prayer pal! Our children will receive
your daily prayers & weekly notes of encouragement starting this month!

October Door Drop Dates:
Movie Report: September 4th

Thank you to all who helped
make our church sponsored
movie a success! It was well
attended and a great outreach!



October 7th



October 21st

Kids Ministry Email:
firsttowandakidsministry@gmail.com

Nursery Update : Remodeling of the nursery is progressing. Wall painting is underway. Once
completed, the flooring will be replaced. Furniture pieces have been painted in bright colors.
Bradford-Tioga Head Start donated cubbies for children’s belongings. Thank you to everyone
who has played a role in this project! Contact Cathy Guffey for more information. 570-265-7518
or cdjm@frontiernet.net

BACON BREAKFAST PIZZA
Ingredients:
1 Tube refrigerated pizza crust (13.8 oz)
2 Tbsp. olive oil, divided
6 large eggs
2 Tbsp. water

1 package bacon bits (3 oz)
1 cup shredded Monterey Jack cheese
1 cup shredded Cheddar cheese

Directions:
Preheat oven to 400°. Unroll and press dough onto bottom and 1/2 in. up sides of a greased 15x10x1-in. pan.
Prick thoroughly with a fork; brush with 1 tablespoon oil. Bake until lightly browned, 7-8 minutes.

Meanwhile, whisk together eggs and water. In a nonstick skillet, heat remaining oil over medium heat. Add eggs;
cook and stir just until thickened and no liquid egg remains. Spoon over crust. Sprinkle with bacon bits and
cheeses.
Bake until cheese is melted, 5-7 minutes.

September 2020
Dear Praying Friends,
I was confronted with a new situation that challenged my sense of etiquette this week. Pastor Fabio, Enio and myself stood on a
street next to the train at an entrance to one of Rio’s 1000 Favellas. This was a Favella within a Favella. One of the only places
that you will find residential housing inside of “CrackLand”. About 100 wood shacks leaned on the barrier wall of the train and
under the highway overpass- little to no running water or electricity….we were really in a country within a country.
A man in his mid-twenties- not wearing a mask- (of course…no one worries about Covid 19 in CrackLand!) or shoes…just old
shorts extended his hand to Pastor Fabio and Enio. I stood back and wondered if I should “engage” (worried about Covid 19… of
course). Then he smiled at me extended his hand. I shook it. Then he pulled me close to himself and he laid his head on my
chest- (a Brazilian thing). Then he raised his head and kissed my cheek!
What do you do? We were in CrackLand. One of the reasons we were there was because of the number of young children living
in that environment. The Caju Life Church is one of our partners that do an amazing job of “Going” to where few are willing to go
to share the Love of Christ.

I was with Luiz and Leticia from Caju Life Church on Sunday. Luiz just got back from the Northeast of Brazil where they just planted a church. Luiz was teaching Biblical Pathways there- how to study the Bible carefully and teach it. We spent four years
teaching Luiz and 50 other leaders from Caju as we studied 9 books of the Bible together. They have planted two churches in the
Northeast and teaching Pathways in different regions there.
Meanwhile, on the home front in Caju violence is on the rise. The drug syndicates are battling over territory and the most ruthless
gang is trying to enter Caju. This would be disastrous as they sell crack on the streets.
Well, Pastor Fabio has received final permission to build the Wall separating the buildings where they worship and have Project
Vida (School for the most vulnerable children) from the invading Drug Trafficking invasions. The work begins Monday!
Please Pray:

 Please pray for the Leaders of the Caju Life Church. We all have been impacted in one form or another in the midst of the
Covid 19 pandemic. Serving Christ as they do in the midst of such times leaves them vulnerable. Please pray they the Lord
would protect them personally and their families so that nothing would impede their work.
 Pray for protection and favor as they begin construction of the wall of Protection. I think of Nehemiah’s challenges rebuilding
the wall.


Pray for those who live in such deplorable conditions and especially the children who only know this misery.

Praise:


Praise the Lord for those who faithfully “build up” while most of this world is being torn down.



We are thankful that the Name of Jesus is being promoted and shared through Words, Works and Wonders!



Praise for a healthy baby girl, Helena. Pastor Fabio and Lia now have 3 little girls.

Thank you Again for Standing with us in Prayer.
Delighting in Him,
Craig, Alessandra and Alyssia
EFCA ReachGlobal, Rio

FATAL REFUSAL
BY Ron Hutchcraft
It might happen to a community once in a lifetime, or maybe even just once in a century. But sometimes there are those disasters that define and redefine a town for years to come. The Johnstown, PA, flood would be one of the most famous historic examples. You've probably never heard of the flood that swept into my wife's hometown years ago, but it was a major defining
event for that town. She was a teenager when, with just a brief warning from upstream, the local creek burst out of its banks into
this massive flash flood. While there was major damage done to the community, thankfully, only a few lives were lost. They actually were some older folks who lived on the south side of town. Rescuers actually came by their creek-side house before that wall
of water hit. They offered them a place in the lifeboat. They refused to get in. They said, "Hey, we've lived here a long time,
we've seen a lot. We've been fine this far. We'll be fine this time." They weren't. They died in that flood.
I'm Ron Hutchcraft and I want to have A Word With You today about "Fatal Refusal."
It is a deadly mistake to refuse to get in a lifeboat - especially when it comes to being rescued from an eternity that none of us
wants. Tragically, a whole lot of people are saying to Jesus, "No thanks, Jesus. I don't think I'm going to need You. After all, I've
gotten this far without You. I've been fine up to here. I'll take my chances without You." Strong people, self-reliant people, doing
things for yourself, proudly refusing to put your trust in Jesus, and according to the Bible, doomed. Because this one you can't do
for yourself.
I have no right to say this unless God says it, because He is the final word on heaven and hell. And He couldn't make Himself
clearer than He does in 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9, our word for today from the Word of God. It's about the flood, it's about the lifeboat called Jesus, and it's about the choice that determines your destiny. The Bible says, "The Lord Jesus will punish those who
do not know God and who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut
out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of His power."
When that flood hit my wife's hometown, those folks who died didn't have to die. Provision had been made for them to live, to
escape what was coming. But they wouldn't get in the lifeboat. On a cross, with nails driven through His hands and feet and a
spear wound in His side, God's only Son, Jesus, died to pay for every wrong thing you and I have ever done. And we've lived
long enough to have a long list of times we've done things our way instead of God's way. But Jesus paid for every one of them.
So the only people who will pay for their own sin are those who refused to trust the One who already paid for their sin.
So, God doesn't send anyone to hell. We send ourselves by refusing to get in the lifeboat that He provided at the cost of His own
life. It's a mistake I beg you not to make. You may have accomplished a lot in your life. You may be religious and respected. You
may have done just about everything by yourself, but there's no way you can get your sins forgiven by yourself. No way you can
remove what will keep you out of heaven. Only Jesus can do that. And His lifeboat is making one more pass by you right now,
and He's asking you to get in. Some time will be the last time.
If you've never given yourself to the man who gave His life for you, please abandon the pride and the excuses that have kept you
from Him. Tell Him, "Jesus, the battle's over. I'm Yours."

If you want to be sure you belong to Jesus as your Rescuer from your sin, let me invite you to spend a few minutes at our website today. I've tried to put it there in a way that you can either read and watch, or whatever - listen to a simple explanation of how
to be sure you've begun your relationship with Him and that your sins are forgiven. That website is ANewStory.com.
Look, one more time, the lifeboat's within your reach. God's judgment is coming. Please, please get in while there's time.

