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Beloved Family, 

I enjoy turning to the rich hymns of 
our faith in times of trial, and surely 
these days of dealing with the im-
pacts of COVID-19 in our world are 
trying! In 1934, in the midst of the 

Great Depression, the great Southern Baptist musician 
B.B. McKinney wrote, “Have faith in God though all else 
fail about you; Have faith in God, He provides for His 
own. He cannot fail though all kingdoms shall perish; He 
rules, He reigns upon His throne.” Isn’t it good to know in 
these chaotic times that our God remains in control? As 
we continue to watch the impact of coronavirus COVID-
19 unfold around us, Christians can find our joy, peace, 
and contentment in our precious Lord. 

It is never an easy decision to cancel the corporate gath-
ering of our church! Yet, when there is a sense that doing 
so is important to protect the physical well-being of our 
beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, the decision is made 
somewhat easier. On the rare occasions where a worship 
service or other activity has had to be canceled, winter or 
severe weather is typically the cause, but as the SARS-
CoV-2 virus which causes COVID-19 disease began to 
spread rapidly through the country, we were faced with a 
relatively unprecedented need to cancel. 

On Monday, March 16, President Donald Trump issued 
his “15 Days to Slow the Spread” guidance. His guidance 
was based off of recommendations by the Center for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, and noted that Americans 
should, “AVOID SOCIAL GATHERINGS in groups of 
more than 10 people.” The following day, Kansas Gover-
nor Laura Kelly issued an executive order (20-04) which 
prohibited gatherings of 50 or more people. Although 
these directives were not binding for churches, the deacons 
and I made the preliminary decision to respect the requests 
from our government leaders, and services and activities 
were canceled through April 1. 

Then, on Saturday, March 28, Governor Kelly issued 
executive order 20-16, a “stay home” order for all Kan-
sans. The order again rightly included a religious exemp-
tion to “preserve Constitutional or legal rights,” but when 
government is serving as “God’s servant for your 
good” (cf. Romans 13:1-7), it is right for us to honor their 
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FBCD Suspends Corporate Gatherings 
Services suspended through Sunday, April 19 

 

With respect to the public health requests from our gov-
ernment leaders, First Baptist Church of Douglass will 
not have regular services and activities through at least 
Sunday, April 19. 
As we have done since March 22, we plan to provide a 
pre-recorded service and/or livestream each Sunday of a 
worship service conducted with an 
empty sanctuary. The pre-recorded 
version may be found on our church 
website, www.fbcdouglass.net. If 
you have not yet found our church 
Facebook page, please visit https://
www.facebook.com/FBCDouglass and Like us on Face-
book! We are so thankful for Valerie Niblack for putting 
together the new FBCD Facebook page!  

 

Online Giving Available on Church Website 
During this time, we urge you to be diligent to continue 
to support your church sacrificially with your tithes and 

offerings. Most of the budgetary and be-
nevolent expenses of the church remain 
or are even increased due to the circum-
stances we face. If you are able, please 
mail your tithe/offering to P.O. Box 603 
Douglass, KS 67039. You can also now 
give online at www.fbcdouglass.net. Just 

look for the online giving icon (see left) near the top 
right of the page. If these options will not work, please 
contact Pastor Voyt for other arrangements. 

 

Need Groceries, But Not the Virus?  
If you are hesitant to get out, but find yourself in need 
of some groceries, Jeremy and Tiffany Craun have in-
dicated that they are willing to shop for you and deliver 
the groceries to your house. You can reimburse them 
by check or cash at delivery. Similarly, your pastor and 
other deacons stand ready to help you however we can! See On Hold on page 2 
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Graduate Recognition Sunday 
     On Sunday, May 17 during the morning wor-
ship celebration, FBCD will recognize those of 
our congregation who are graduating. If someone 
in your immediate family is graduating from 
high school or any collegiate level, please con-
tact the church office by Sunday, May 10 to en-
sure their recognition. 

A Tithing Testimony: 
Julie Dupuy 

by Clarissa Cox 
Since Julie Dupuy’s husband, 

Kendale died a year ago in Feb-
ruary, she had been scared to 
give the full tithe of ten percent. 

But, Julie said, “The Lord still blessed me and showed me 
how to do things that I had not done before, and He was 
providing for my needs. Even though I wasn’t providing 
my full tithe to the Lord, He still blessed me.”  

Yet, as the process of grieving Kendale went by, tith-
ing remained on Julie’s heart. She would put a little into 
the plate each week, but she felt like she was cheating the 
Lord. It seemed that Satan kept telling her, “You need to 
keep that because you might need it.” Even through this, 
she sensed the Lord’s affirmation that He would take care 
of her, no matter what.  

Then, about three months ago, Julie said, “The Lord 
started speaking to my heart.” She was fighting the Lord 
about giving her full tithe and sensed Satan’s temptation, 
“You may run short.” Julie started praying and prayed 
about this question for two or three months. Then one 
Sunday, she said, “I started listening to the Lord.” He 
spoke to her through Scripture, and she came to the reali-
zation that the Lord would take care of her. “Don’t let Sa-
tan tell you that you can’t make it!” 

Another month went by, and Julie was still praying 
about giving the full tithe. Then, she came across another 
passage of Scripture regarding tithing, and she felt that the 
Lord was addressing her again. This time she felt sure that 
she should be providing her part, and she began to give by 
faith and obedience.  

In the weeks since Julie has started to give a full tithe 
of ten percent, she reported that the arthritis pain in her 
neck and shoulders has improved. She attributes this to a 
release from the tension she experienced through pro-
longed conflict with Satan about the issue. “Looking 
back,” she stated, “the Lord knew that this virus was com-
ing. We all have to remember to tithe to our church. If we 
don’t tithe to our church, then the church can’t be open, 
and we are the church!” 
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Postponed  
until  

further  
notice 

efforts. Our governmental leaders are not asking us to re-
frain from meeting as persecution, but rather for public 
health. As a result, in deference to Governor Kelly’s exec-
utive order, FBCD has suspended services and activities 
through at least Sunday, April 19. We will re-evaluate in 
light of circumstances at that time. 

Isolation does not have to be the hallmark of this time, 
however! Let me encourage you to touch base not only 
with one another, but also with people outside of our 
church (and especially those who need Jesus)! Check with 
them to see if you can share something with them. Do 
they have cares or concerns that you might be able to help 
with? Do they need to hear the Gospel? Take this oppor-
tunity to minister lavishly to others! 
We may never get a better opportuni-
ty to show the love of Christ and 
point people to the One who is ready 
and able to save them from their sins.  

Agape, 
 

 
 
 

Pastor Voyt Lynn 

On Hold • Continued from page 1 

Please Help Keep Facility Virus-Free! 
In order to keep the church facility as sanitized as we 

can, please help us by striving to stay out of the building 
during the week. Pastor Voyt and Clarissa will be doing 
more of their work from home in compliance with Gov-
ernor Kelly’s executive order. In the same way, it is also 
important that Cheryl only have to spend time cleaning 
and sanitizing that which is essential.  

As people can transmit the SARS-CoV-2 virus before 
they even have symptoms, and as the virus can live on 
some surfaces for several days, it obviously important for 
people to refrain from entering the facility. Even if you 
have a key, we respectfully ask that you do not let your-
self into the building.  

If you find that you have a need to enter the building, 
please contact Pastor Voyt directly to make arrangements 
to do so. This way, we can work together to help keep 
the building (and one another!) virus-free! 
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Administrative  
Assistants’ Day 
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Palm Sunday 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
April Birthdays May Birthdays  

3 John Tittel  3  Payton Wiley  
4 Levi Mahlandt    3  Crystal Locascio 
11 Alex Williams  8 Theresa McDonald  
14 Larry VanVickle 9 Collin Wiley 
15 Madison Waggoner  10 Braden Jakovac  
22  Eddie Alcorn  23 Haley Peacock  
27 Anna Ketteman  24 Talon Griggs 
27  Bel Millington  26 Bill Clark  
30 Ed Eby  28 Alice Mikkelson  

April Anniversaries  May Anniversaries 
12 Jerry & Janice Spencer 25 Justin & Brooke McClintock 
27 Mike & Janey Miahlandt  27 Rob & Alicia Ramey  
28 Shawn & Janice Clingerman    

A n n i e  A r m s t r o n g  E a s t e r  O f f e r i n g  
f o r  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  M i s s i o n s  

Good Friday Holy Thursday 
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National Day of Prayer 

Southern Baptist Convention 
Celebrates 175 years! 
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