December - January
First Baptist Church

107 S. Maple St.

Douglass, KS 67039

(316) 746-2929

www.fbcdouglass.net

▌ 2018: Vol.65, No. 5

From Voyt’s Heart…
pastor@fbcdouglass.net

Beloved Family,
Once again, our church and our
homes are beautifully decorated in
anticipation of Christmas! Although
we often tend to be people who do
not like to wait for things to happen,
anticipation is one of the most wonderful elements of the
Advent season. For many centuries, God’s people lived in
anticipation of the coming of the Messiah! Even so, today we live in eager anticipation of His second coming!
And that glorious day of Christ’s appearance will come,
just as surely as Christmas Day will eventually arrive!
For a child will be born for us, a son will be given to us,
and the government will be on His shoulders.
He will be named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6 (HCSB)

Ministry Opportunities Abound

As we move into 2019, here are some opportunities to
be on mission through FBCD whether your leading is to
It is an amazing thing: the Eternal, Almighty God
pray, to give, or to go!
and Creator of the Universe left the glories of His heavenThe Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for Internaly throne room so as to inject Himself into His own creational Missions is an annual offering which benefits the
tion. Throughout this season, we will be studying some of Southern Baptist International Mission Board. FBCD will
the Messianic prophecies which evoked such powerful
emphasize this offering throughout December and Januanticipation. We will see how merely the promise of His
ary. One hundred percent of funds contributed to the
coming yielded hope, love, joy, and peace among the peo- LMCO go directly to the foreign mission field to support
ple of God. And we shall experience those same things as the ministry efforts of thousands of Southern Baptist inwe worship Him in the knowledge
Agape,
ternational missionaries. In fact, about 60% of the IMB’s
that Jesus has come, He is with us,
receipts each year come from churches contributing to the
and He will be coming again!
LMCO. FBCD’s goal is $2,500.
May the blessings of Christ Jesus
The Douglass Holiday Food Drive is in full swing!
abound in your lives this Christmas! Pastor Voyt Lynn FBCD supports the Douglass Ministerial Alliance in the
collection and distribution of non-perishable food items to
FBCD Christmas Card Box
local families in need. Such food items will be collected
If you have Christmas cards you would at FBCD through Sunday, December 16. An angel tree is
like to share with your church family,
also be available so that we may provide gifts for the famthe Christmas card box is now available
in the church foyer. Please take care to ilies’ children. This is a tangible expression of God’s love
sort your cards according to the recipi- and important provision for many in our community.
ent’s last name. Also, please be sure to
check for any cards that may be addressed
to you!
Using Your Mission Vision: Make an extra donation to the
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering using the dollars you would
have spent for postage to mail your Christmas cards!

Former Pastor Neal Alford
Has Been Called Home
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Kids First Worship Takes a 6-Week Break
Hey, parents! Beginning December 23 and continuing
throughout the month of January, there will be no separate
Kids First Worship during the Sunday morning worship
celebrations. Having the children in the sanctuary will help
enhance families’ Christmastime worship and allow them to
ring in 2019 by enjoying worship together. This break will
also provide an opportunity for our children to experience
our church’s full corporate worship over a period of several consecutive weeks.
Throughout Advent season, Becky Lynn will engage
the children through a special children’s sermon prior to
Pastor Voyt’s message to help them better understand our
worship, the sermon, and the significance of Christ’s first
Advent. FBCD will also provide handouts to facilitate the
children’s engagement with the pastor’s sermon.

Awana to Hold “Store Night”
The Awana clubbers have
been working hard throughout
the school year, memorizing
scripture and earning shares. On
Wednesday, December 19, clubbers will be able to use those
hard-earned shares to purchase a
variety of Christmas items in the
Awana store!
Most of our clubbers selflessly use this Store Night as an opportunity to use their shares to obtain Christmas gifts for
their families and friends. As always, we would appreciate donations of small toys and other items for which
clubbers may redeem their shares. Medium and large gift
bags and boxes would also be appreciated!
We would also welcome volunteers to help wrap gifts
and ensure that the store runs as smoothly as possible.
For more information or to volunteer to help with store
night or Awana in general, please contact Awana Commander, Don Peacock at (316) 776-2811.

Wednesdays, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Please note: Awana Clubs will not meet while
school is out for Christmas! The first Awana Club
night of 2019 will be Wednesday, January 9, 2019.

James “Neal” Alford, former pastor
of First Baptist Church of Douglass,
went home to meet our Lord on Sunday, December 2, 2018. Bro. Neal
served as pastor of FBCD for over 18
years, our church’s longest tenured
pastor. He was unanimously called to
serve as pastor on December 10, 1989
and began serving January 1, 1990.
Bro. Neal faithfully shepherded the
Bro. Neal Alford, 2004 church until his “retirement,” March
30, 2008.
Neal was born Saturday, August 27, 1938, to Arnold
Allen and Lillie Francis (Tigert) Alford, at Caney, Oklahoma. He graduated from Caney High School and then
went on to attend Southeastern Oklahoma State University. He married Trecia Lea (Nuttall) on Sunday, March
18th, 1956 at Voca, Oklahoma. They enjoyed 62 wonderful years together.
A lifelong Southern Baptist, Neal answered God’s
call to serve as a pastor and minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ at age 17. He was ordained at Cartwright, Oklahoma in 1959 and ministered until his final retirement
in September 2016. He was also a rancher who loved
raising horses, dogs, and cows. Neal liked to hunt, fish,
play dominoes, and was a member of the Sundowner
Stock Dog Association. Over the course of their ministry
together, Neal and Trecia served in California, Kansas,
Michigan, and Oklahoma, with repeat tenures in Kansas
and Oklahoma.
During their time in Kansas, Bro. Neal pastored Calvary Baptist Church of Valley Center, Central Baptist
Church of Winfield, and finally FBCD. While in
Douglass, Neal was elected to two terms as president of
the Kansas-Nebraska Convention of Southern Baptists
(1996-1997), and he was active in local Southern Baptist
associations throughout his ministry. Upon his promotion
to Glory, he was a member of Voca Baptist Church in
Oklahoma.
Neal is survived by his wife, Trecia Lea Alford of the
home in Caddo, OK; children: Claudie Alford and wife
Lynna of Caney, OK, Terry Alford and wife Paulla of
Stillwater, OK, Gwen Terrell and husband Alan of
Princeton, TX, Kay Stiffler and husband Bruce of Valley
Center, KS, Gerald Alford of Alexandria, VA, Tammy
Milbourne and husband Gary of Alvin, TX, Lesa White
and husband Nathan of Mead, OK, Mark Alford of Detroit, MI; 28 grandchildren; 49 great-grandchildren (with
three more expected very soon!); four siblings; numerous
nieces, nephews, other relatives, and many dear and
loved friends. Neal is preceded in death by his parents,
Arnold and Lillie Francis (Tigert) Alford; son, David Lee
Alford; brothers, Don Alford, Travis Alford, Wallace Alford, Bud Alford; sister, Sammy Alford; granddaughter,
Jacque Vinson; great-grandson, Caycen Tackett; and sister-in-law, Betty Alford.
Neal’s funeral service was held Friday, December 7
at Voca Baptist Church in Caney, Oklahoma. Interment
followed at Perkins Cemetery in Caney.
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Birthdays and Anniversaries

December Birthdays
2 Tracy Eby
3 Pat Carr
18 Micah Lynn
20 Kim Baughman
22 Brock Baughman
23 Christopher Hill
27 Sandra Price
28 Ashley Waggoner
31 Arlene Harris
December Anniversaries
4 Jeremy & Erin Dodson
25 Ron & Cheryl Harrod
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Awana
Backwards Night

January Birthdays
Jerry Spencer
Dwight Moore
Lucas Alvarez
Donna Wells
Kathy Koepcke
Don Peacock
Bryson Schmidt
Landon Ramey

January Anniversaries
9 Jota & Alexis Gomes
13 James & Susie Brack

FBCD and Inclement Weather

In the event that church activities are canceled or otherwise affected due to inclement weather,
FBCD will make great effort to
notify you of these changes by announcements made on
www.fbcdouglass.net, via KSN, KAKE, and KWCH, and
via text message and/or email to those who have given us
permission to do so. Please be aware that if we experience
such inclement weather on a Wednesday, it is FBCD’s policy that, if Douglass schools are closed or dismissed early,
then FBCD will have no evening activities that day.

FBCD to Consider 2019 Budget

FBCD’s Stewardship Committee plans to present a
2019 budget proposal for discussion and vote during the
regular business meeting scheduled for Sunday, December 16. The budget proposal will be made available to the
church on Sunday, December 9.
After having an opportunity to prayerfully consider the
budget proposal, members will be asked to participate in a
ballot poll following the December 16 Sunday morning
worship celebration to affirm or discourage the adoption of
the budget proposal. The results of this poll are non-binding,
but they will be used to inform the Stewardship Committee
and the church as a whole prior to the actual vote to adopt
the proposed budget. If the Stewardship Committee deems it
advisable, they may make revisions to their proposal in light
of the poll results. The final budget proposal will then be
presented for adoption at FBCD’s regular business meeting
on Sunday, December 16 at 5:00 p.m.
Any questions, concerns, or comments regarding the proposed budget should be directed to Pastor Voyt or one of the
members of the Stewardship Committee. Dialogue is also
welcome during discussion of the budget at the November 19
business meeting. During that meeting, members will formally vote on the proposal’s adoption or return it to the committee for further development. If necessary, a newly revised proposal will be presented in the December business meeting.
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Worship Celebration of

Advent 2018
December 2

December 9

December 16

December 23

December 30

Worship! 1 Sunday of Advent 2 Sunday of Advent 3 Sunday of Advent 4 Sunday of Advent
Christ Is Hope
Love
Joy
Peace
Christ
Coming! in Christ in Christ in Christ in Christ has come!
st

Advent is a
celebration not
only of the birth
of Jesus, but also
of His promised
second coming!

Jeremiah 31:15-17

nd

rd

Isaiah 40:1-5

Isaiah 9:1-7

Celebrate the
Ordinance of
the Lord’s Supper

Children’s Choir
with Adult Choir

5:00 p.m.
Christmas Dinner
& Carol Sing!

presents

th

Micah 5:1-6

