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Beloved Family,
During the summer of 1999, I
served as a volunteer missionary in
suburban Sydney, Australia. While
there, I visited a local Baptist college
and sat in on a class called “Baptist
Distinctives.” Up to that point, I thought I knew what
made a Baptist a Baptist; after all, I’d been one all of my
life! I was stunned to discover that different varieties of
Baptists are actually quite diverse in their theological interpretations and practices. This is true, even among our
sister Southern Baptist churches!
I have immensely enjoyed teaching a growth group
which focuses on the history and various “distinctives”
which make up Baptists in general and Southern Baptists
in particular. I suppose that it is always nice to know what
sets you apart from others! Whether the things that make
us unique are positive things or negative things, we must
be aware of them in order to bring them under submission
to the Holy Spirit and to use them for the glory of God.
Similarly, I wonder: what is distinctive about First
Baptist Church of Douglass? What is it that defines us
and causes us to be the church which we are today? Seven
and a half years ago, when you called me to serve with
you as pastor of our great church, we shared a series of
Sunday evening discussions that we nicknamed Church
Health Dialogues. We used those dialogues to study the
Scripture to identify just what distinctives a New Testament church should possess. Then, we held our church
and ourselves up against the plumb line of Scripture to see
both what we were doing well and what we needed to seek
to improve in order to more closely conform ourselves to
God’s Word. We learned much through those dialogues,
and I believe that it is time to consider such things again.
The new Church Health Dialogues will meet as a
Growth Group from Wednesday, June 21 - August 9.
We will use these seven sessions (we will not meet during
the week of VBS) to compare ourselves once again with
our Scriptural mandates and consider Agape,
just how we want to fulfill them in a
way which is distinctively Douglass
and distinctively us. I hope you will
Pastor Voyt Lynn
plan to join us on this journey!
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VBS 2017
Coming
to our part
of the galaxy
July 23-28!
A Journey into Biblical Adoption, #3
by Justin and Brooke McClintock

Editor’s Note: FBCD members Justin and Brooke McClintock and
their sons are going through the process of adopting via foster care.
I asked if they might be willing to share their journey with us as they
go. Following is the third in a series chronicling their adoption story.

Joy, Pain, Hope
The process that would bring us to the point of our
first foster child took about 10-12 months. In the middle
of April we received, finally, an email that contained our
official foster care license information! That was about
eight in the morning. By four that afternoon we were
called about taking our precious Natalia for emergency
placement care. We were told that she was five days old.
We thought about it as long as it took us to say the words
out loud, YES, we would take her. Our family was in
awe of her from the moment we met her. She was tiny
and perfect. We were told to guard our heart because
nothing is for certain in the foster system, but we gave it
away the moment we saw her. Over the next couple of
days we fell more deeply in love. It was then that we
were asked to consider taking her for long term placement. We had been waiting for that question, so it was a
no-brainer. Joy was full in our house.
See Adoption on page 2
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Adoption • Continued from page 1

Over the next several weeks, we started the process of
“learning” the process of reintegrating Natalia with her birth
parents. This process can take a year or more in some cases.
This is where prayer gets deeper in many senses. We wanted
to keep Natalia, but that would mean her parents would be
found unfit to care for her. We would never want anyone to be
doing so badly that they would be found unfit. Praying for Natalia, her family, and our family meant digging deep into our
faith of knowing God and trusting him. However, Natalia’s
parents never showed to any meetings. It was Natalia’s grandmother who showed interest in having her through this process. It is amazing just how much of a roller coaster one can
go through in just a few short weeks. The process is hard, and
communication is not always at its best. Yet everyone was
working for the same cause, the best for that sweet baby girl.
Through the weeks that we had Natalia, life was full of happiness, laughter, and questions. After about five weeks Natalia
left us to be with her grandma. It was one of the hardest things
we have ever had to do. You see, she was our little girl for five
weeks. Yes, that is not that long, but we loved her as we would
have our own flesh and blood. She was a miracle to us you
see. She still is. She was created by God, and He loves her far
more than we ever could. So, we have hope for her future in
God. We do and will continue to pray for that sweet baby girl.
We pray for her health, safety, and that she is loved. Most importantly, we pray that someday she will hear the gospel story
and claim Christ as her Lord and Savior!
People ask, “Will you try again?” Yes, we will try again,
knowing that God knows the plans He has for us. Hope is
what we have, in more ways than one.
Adopted by God,
The McClintock Family

Volunteers Needed for Work Day!

There will be a church work day
on Saturday, June 3 from 8:00 to
11:00 a.m. This is an opportunity
for service here at our church to
help with some needed projects
such as refreshing hallways with a
new coat of paint, cleaning up our
playground area for our children, and scraping and painting
exterior window trim. Join us for joyful fellowship while we
work and care for that which God has blessed our church with!

Mission: Juarez
Sign up now!

This fall, FBCD will once
again head back to Juárez,
Mexico in order to build a
home for a family in need, distribute evangelistic materials to
children living near the build site, and minister to the children
of the Bethel Orphanage in Juárez.
This year, after working with FBC Belle Plaine for two
years, FBCD is undertaking a larger role in the administration
of the trip. We have encouraged the other churches of our association to invite their members to join us as well, in hope of
fostering fellowship among our churches.
The trip will be November 7-12 (Tuesday - Sunday). As a
result of generous support from our associational Sending
Team, the trip will cost $600/per person. Here at FBCD, we
will once again strive to gather the total funds needed through
special offerings and fundraisers. Depending on how many
sign up to go, we will set a preliminary goal of $5,000.
The primary requirement to participate is a servant’s heart
and a good attitude. Children must be 16 years of age with
parental permission, or 12 years of age with parent participation. You do not need to be able to speak Spanish, no carpentry skill is required, and no experience is required! If you
are interested in going, please sign up on the bulletin board
before June 30! Please note that a valid U.S. passport will be
required to cross into Mexico. If you would like more information regarding this trip, please contact Pastor Voyt Lynn.
If the Lord might lead you to donate to this effort, please
designate your contribution “Mexico Mission” on your check
and/or envelope. Dios ama a Juárez!

Youth Camp Lasagna Fundraiser
In order to raise money for Super
Summer youth camp, the FBCD
Student Ministry will be hosting its
Lasagna Feed Fundraiser Saturday,
June 24 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00
p.m. Tickets will be available for
sale soon. Come and enjoy some
great lasagna, and help a student
get to camp!
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June Birthdays
Lonnie Yokum
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Andrew McClintock
Casey Moses
Rob Ramey

10 Kendra Hll
16 Amanda Baughman
17 Harold Kruckenberg

10
10

Robert Cox
Margie Miller

17 Mary Rose Laughlin
17 Hattie Peacock

18
20

Sarah Lynn
Chase Brack

21 Linda Hamilton
26 Judy Hurt

24

Muriel Nixon

28 Aislin Craun

24

Hannah Peacock

30 Stacy Hayes

29

Rebecca Tittel

31 Ronnie Bannon

June Anniversaries

July Birthdays
Amy Baughman

July Anniversaries

4

Larry & Vevia VanVickle

6

Carl & Donna Wells

13 Lloyd & Judy Craun

Jeremy & Tiffany Craun

24 Lean & Linda Hamilton
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John & Rebecca Tittel

27 Chris & Stacy Hayes

VBS will be July 23-28!
Pre-registration will be
available at FBCD’s
Block Party in the Park.
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