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Beloved Family,
With Valentine’s Day coming up
February 14, you have almost certainly seen the reminders of love
popping up all around us. So, in the
spirit of the season, let’s take just a
moment to remind ourselves what love is really all about!
First, let’s remind ourselves where love originated:
We love because He first loved us. 1 John 4:19
Humans are capable of love because we are made in the
image of our Creator; He is love (1 John 4:8); and He
loves us with a perfect love! Thankfully, we don’t have to
fret about how God loves us, because the Scripture tells us:
God proves His own love for us in that while we
were still sinners Christ died for us! Romans 5:8
The love of God for us is so profound that our Creator died
for His creation, so that we might be saved from our sins.
In light of such amazing love, we have only one acceptable response: we must strive with all that we are to
reciprocate God’s love. Scripture compels us to this:
37

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, and with all your mind. 38 This is the greatest
and most important command. 39 The second is like it:
Love your neighbor as yourself. Matthew 22:37-39
One of the ways in which we demonstrate our love of
God is by practicing our spiritual disciplines. Through
personal and corporate time with God in prayer, diligent
study of His holy Scripture, commitment to vibrant worship, and similar disciplines, our love for God grows and
its expression is enhanced.
Similarly, we must love others if we are to truly love God.
The person who does not love his brother he has seen
cannot love the God he has not seen. 1 John 4:20
May we always strive to demonstrate
our love for our brothers and sisters Agape,
in Christ through encouragement and
nurturing their spiritual growth. And
may we show love to others by sharPastor Voyt Lynn
ing the love of Jesus with them!

A Journey into Biblical Adoption

by Justin and Brooke McClintock
Editor’s Note: FBCD members Justin and Brooke McClintock and
their sons are going through the process of adopting via foster care.
I asked if they might be willing to share their journey with us as they
go. Following is the first in a series chronicling their adoption story.

Brooke and I have always been open to the idea of
adoption without making any specific decision to do so.
During this past summer, we began to seriously consider
and pray over the idea as God led.
After much prayer and consideration, we struggled
with whether or not we were being called to adoption and
if it was God’s will for us. We kept waiting for some
“word” from God. The truth was we had already been
given a “word” from God (James 1:27). God’s word has
Pure and undefiled religion before our God and Father is
this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress
and to keep oneself unstained by the world. James 1:27
already confirmed that it is His will for Christians to take
care of orphans. By choosing the path to adopt we would
not be outside His will. That does not mean the road
would be easy, because as we all know, being obedient to
God is often difficult. But by knowing that we were following God’s will we were assured that He would walk
alongside us through any difficulties that would arrive.
See Adoption on page 3

It’s Almost Time!

Remember that Daylight Saving Time begins Sunday, March 12! Be sur e to “spring
forward” by setting your clocks forward one
hour before you go to bed Saturday night!
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Adoption • Continued from page 1

This does not mean that every Christian family should adopt.
There are many ways to take care of widows and orphans,
(and we would encourage every person to seek God in this)
but we felt like this was what God wanted of our family.
We began by looking into international and private domestic adoption. Each avenue has its own legal and financial differences. With so many kids in the world needing homes it
was discouraging to learn how difficult and time consuming
the process actually is, not to mention the expense involved.
But regardless of the barriers, we knew that if God wanted us
to adopt, He would provide a way.
One of the last options we checked into was the foster care
to adopt system. We had known families in our community
that had followed the foster to adopt route (Mahlandt, Hajdukovich, and Cathey families). We were reluctant to look into
foster care because of the uncertainty and the fact that any
child placed in our home may at any time return to their birth
family. We felt that it would be extremely difficult to begin to
attach and love a child just to have them taken away. But
meeting with the child placement specialist at the Wichita
Children’s Home and learning of the amount of children right
here in our area that are in need of homes, our hearts were broken. As of June 2015, there were 6,517 children in the foster
care system in the state of Kansas with only 2,872 licensed
foster homes. Hearing some of the stories of the children being
abused and neglected was heartbreaking. When we left that
meeting God gave us a deep sense of peace in knowing that
the foster to adopt route was the best situation for our family.
And even if a child is placed in our home on a temporary basis, we can offer that child our home and our love for whatever
amount of time God puts them in our lives.
What has been the most amazing thing to experience in
this process was the reaction of our children, Andrew and Asher. The moment we even mentioned the possibility of adoption
to them, their question was not “if” to adopt, but “when?”
They did not question or have doubts about if it was the right
thing to do. They did not worry about any inconveniences that
may come from sharing their home or parents with a stranger.
They did not have any fears of the emotional or physical problems that any child coming into our home might have. All they
cared about was that there were children in need of a home
and they were eager to share theirs. Their love and compassion
without fear or doubt is a perfect example of childlike faith.
To place others’ needs ahead of their own in such an act of
humility. We as parents struggle to provide that example with
our own lives. But they show the perfect example of humility
in their savior Jesus Christ (Philippians 2).
Please pray for our family as we continue on this journey.
Our next step is to wait for the state to inspect our home and
process our license before we can be placed with a child. The
state is very far behind and we have been warned that it could
take up to 3 months. Please also pray for the child(ren) that

New Study Beginning March 1!

A 10-week study for women facilitated by Brooke McClintock.

will pass through our home. We have been praying for their
mental, physical, and spiritual wellbeing all the while knowing
that God has put things in motion for such a time as this. As
we have been working through this process we have been taking a class to better prepare us, our home, and our children for
what is to come. These classes taught us the extent of the
needs not only of the children, but also their families. Please
also pray for the families of these children as well. We have
come to better understand and have a deep compassion for
them. It is proven that the best situation for any child is to be
with their birth family. However, when that cannot be possible we pray for the child God will place in our home to adopt
into love, security, and into their forever family.
“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me.”
Matthew 18:5
Adopted by God,
The McClintock Family

Register Now for GLOW
Retreat
st th
GLOW is a mother/daughter retreat for 1 -6
grade girls. It will be held April 28-29 at the
Webster Conference Center in Salina. This year
the theme is “Glow in the Dark” with a glow
party on Friday night.
Mothers are encouraged to attend with their
daughters; however, if mom can’t come, that’s still okay!
There are plenty of chaperones attending. Please contact
Becky Lynn if you are interested in attending. Registration fee
is $50 per person, and there are scholarships available through
the Women’s Ministry for this retreat. Our own Brooke
McClintock will be leading worship with Jerry Spencer!
Please note that the deadline to register is Sunday, April 2.

FBCD Students Set to Work

While many middle and high school students are enjoying their first day of spring break by sleeping in or lounging
around, those in FBCD’s Student Ministry will be putting on
their work gloves for a special service project!
On Monday, March 20, FBCD students will participate in
a day of service with a goal of helping those who are unable
to do some necessary maintenance tasks around the house. If
you are in need of having your yard raked or cleaned up, windows washed, or any other light maintenance, please contact
Janey Mahladnt at (316) 213-0808 to reserve a spot on their
list. Preference will be given to senior citizens and those who
are unable to do such work.

Coming in March!
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Birthdays and Anniversaries
February Birthdays

March Birthdays

3
4
9
9
9

Robert Harris
Libbi Skaer
Max Hurt
Peggy Moore
Ramona Carselowey

4
4
4
6
14

11
16

Jerry Lawson
Todd Griggs

16 Lois Cox
17 Bob Swartz

24

Mike Mahlandt

18 Colter Griggs

26
28

Lexi Gomes
Barbara Lahar

21 Jacob Peacock
23 Skyler Wendel

28 Jeremy Craun
February Anniversaries

Gabie Alvarez
Becky Lynn
Josiah Peacock
Logan Wendel
Janice Spencer

Wednesdays, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.

27 Justin Clingerman
March Anniversaries

7

Randy & Pat Carr

3

Jerry & Diana Lawson

14

Edward & Tracy Eby

8

James & Judy Hatfield

FBCD Student Ministry will attend! See Janey for more details!

Man up

Men’s Conference

MARCH 10 & 11, 2017 Webster Conference Center, Salina, KS
Conference: Friday 2:00 p.m.-Saturday 2:00 p.m.
Cost: $70 - Scholarships may be available for FBCD men.
Payment is due Wednesday, March 1st.
Please register on the sign-up sheet in the foyer ASAP!
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Children in grades 1-6 are invited to attend Children’s
Ministry Day at Central Baptist Church in Winfield, KS
on Saturday, February 18, 2017 from 9:00a.m. to
2:00p.m. Children who attend will enjoy music, games,
snacks, crafts, a community ministry project, lunch, and
hearing from real-life missionaries about their work.
There is no charge for this event, and parent(s) are welcome to attend. Becky Lynn, (316) 712-1968, will be attending as a chaperone from FBCD, and carpooling may be
available. Please sign-up by February 12!

Roaring
through
FBCD
April 5
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