
 
Speaking in Tongues as the Initial New Testament Evidence of Someone Having 

Received the Baptism/Infilling of the Holy Ghost 
(As opposed to any manifestation of the “gift of tongues” mentioned in 1 Corinthians) 

 
Acts 2:1-33 KJV 
(1)  And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in 
one place. 
(2)  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it 
filled all the house where they were sitting. 
(3)  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of 
them. 

(4)  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other 

 tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

(5)  And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under 
heaven. 
(6)  Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were 
confounded,  because that every man heard them speak in his own language.

(7)  And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all 
these which speak Galilaeans? 

(8)   And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born?

(9)  Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in 
Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, 
(10)  Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and 
strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, 
(11)  Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works 
of God. 

(12)  And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What 
? meaneth this

(13)  Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine. 

(14)  unto them, Ye But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said 
men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken 
to my words: 
(15)  For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day. 

(16)  But this is that  which was spoken by the prophet Joel;

(17)  And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit 

 and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men upon all flesh:
shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 
(18)  And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my 
Spirit; and they shall prophesy: 
(19)  And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, 
and fire, and vapour of smoke: 
(20)  The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great 
and notable day of the Lord come: 

At least 16 
different 
languages 
represented. 

This (what you see and hear) v. 33. 



 
(21)  And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall 
be saved. 
(22)  Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God 
among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of 
you, as ye yourselves also know: 
(23)  Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye 
have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: 
(24)  Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not 
possible that he should be holden of it. 
(25)  For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for 
he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: 
(26)  Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh 
shall rest in hope: 
(27)  Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One 
to see corruption. 
(28)  Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy with 
thy countenance. 
(29)  Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is 
both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. 
(30)  Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, 
that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his 
throne; 
(31)  He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in 
hell, neither his flesh did see corruption. 
(32)  This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. 

(33)  being by the right hand of God exalted, and having  of the Therefore received
Father , the promise of the Holy Ghost he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and 

. hear

 

 

This clearly states that Peter was proclaiming, under inspiration of the Holy Ghost, that 

what they , saw heard  and were asking about the miraculous event of these was 
Galileans speaking in languages they could not have known as being the EVIDENCE 

as prophesied by Joel, centuries before. that the Holy Ghost was poured out 

 

This IS That!  

  

Ps. 132:11 



 
Acts 10:1-8 KJV 
(1)  There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called 
the Italian band, 
(2)  A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms 
to the people, and prayed to God alway. 
(3)  He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God 
coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius. 
(4)  And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said 
unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God. 
(5)  And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter: 

(6)  He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he shall tell 
. thee what thou oughtest to do

(7)  And when the angel which spake unto Cornelius was departed, he called two of his 
household servants, and a devout soldier of them that waited on him continually; 
(8)  And when he had declared all these things unto them, he sent them to Joppa. 
 

Acts 10:19-22 KJV 
(19)  While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek 
thee. 
(20)  Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I 
have sent them. 
(21)  Then Peter went down to the men which were sent unto him from Cornelius; and 
said, Behold, I am he whom ye seek: what is the cause wherefore ye are come? 
(22)  And they said, Cornelius the centurion, a just man, and one that feareth God, and 
of good report among all the nation of the Jews, was warned from God by an holy 
angel to send for thee into his house, . and to hear words of thee

 

Acts 10:29-33 KJV 
(29)  Therefore came I unto you without gainsaying, as soon as I was sent for: I ask 
therefore for what intent ye have sent for me? 
(30)  And Cornelius said, Four days ago I was fasting until this hour; and at the ninth 
hour I prayed in my house, and, behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing, 
(31)  And said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thine alms are had in remembrance in 
the sight of God. 
(32)  Send therefore to Joppa, and call hither Simon, whose surname is Peter; he is 
lodged in the house of one Simon a tanner by the sea side: who, when he cometh, shall 

. speak unto thee

(33)  Immediately therefore I sent to thee; and thou hast well done that thou art come. 
Now therefore are we all here present before God, to hear all things that are 

. commanded thee of God

 

  

“…to listen to everything the Lord has ordered you to say.” ISV 



 
Acts 10:44-48 KJV 

(44)  While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the 
. word

(45)  , as many as came And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished
with Peter, . because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost

(46)  Then answered Peter, For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(47)  Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received 
the Holy Ghost as well as we? 

 

 

 

(48)  And he commanded them to be baptized . Then prayed in the name of the Lord
they him to tarry certain days. 
 

Acts 11:1-18 KJV 
(1)  And the apostles and brethren that were in Judaea heard that the Gentiles had also 
received the word of God. 
(2)  And when Peter was come up to Jerusalem, they that were of the circumcision 
contended with him, 
(3)  Saying, Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised, and didst eat with them. 

(4)  But Peter rehearsed the matter from the beginning, and expounded it by order unto 

, saying, them

(5)  I was in the city of Joppa praying: and in a trance I saw a vision, A certain vessel 
descend, as it had been a great sheet, let down from heaven by four corners; and it 
came even to me: 
(6)  Upon the which when I had fastened mine eyes, I considered, and saw fourfooted 
beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. 
(7)  And I heard a voice saying unto me, Arise, Peter; slay and eat. 
(8)  But I said, Not so, Lord: for nothing common or unclean hath at any time entered 
into my mouth. 

“…And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ...” ESV – (based on better/older MS evidence). 

For – (Greek: γάρ – gar):  A primary (conjunctive) particle; properly assigning a reason (used in argument, 
explanation or intensification; – (Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance, and Robinson’s Morphological Analysis 
Codes) 

The language here, in both the Greek and the English, tells us that the evidence by which Peter and the others 
knew these Gentiles had received the Holy Ghost was that they heard them speaking with tongues. This was 
the reason for their astonishment (they were not expecting Gentiles to receive the like gift: “For (assigning a 
reason) they heard them speak with tongues….”   

For they heard them, etc. “This was incontrovertible evidence of their reception of the Holy Ghost.” (H. D. M. 
Spence, D.D., J. S. Exell, M.A., The Pulpit Commentary) 

 “They actually had the Spirit, which God himself had supplied [as evidenced above]; could any one object to 
their having the water also, which was part of the sacrament which it rested with man to supply, in order to 
complete the new birth (Joh 3:5)?” (H. D. M. Spence, D.D., J. S. Exell, M.A., The Pulpit Commentary) 



 
(9)  But the voice answered me again from heaven, What God hath cleansed, that call 
not thou common. 
(10)  And this was done three times: and all were drawn up again into heaven. 
(11)  And, behold, immediately there were three men already come unto the house 
where I was, sent from Caesarea unto me. 
(12)  And the Spirit bade me go with them, nothing doubting. Moreover these six 
brethren accompanied me, and we entered into the man's house: 
(13)  And he shewed us how he had seen an angel in his house, which stood and said 
unto him, Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon, whose surname is Peter; 

(14)   Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved.

(15)   And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning.

(16)  Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized 
with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. 

(17)  Forasmuch then as , who believed on God gave them the like gift as he did unto us
the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that I could withstand God? 
(18)  When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, 
Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Acts 19:1-7 KJV 
(1)  And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through 
the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, 

(2)  He said unto them,  Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they 

 said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.

(3)  And he said unto them, And they said, Unto Unto what then were ye baptized? 
John's baptism. 
(4)  Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the 
people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ 
Jesus. 

(5)  .  When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus

(6)  And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and 

 they spake with tongues, and prophesied. 

(7)  And all the men were about twelve. 

  

It is abundantly and irrefutably clear that Peter and the brethren (all circumcised Jews) 
took the event of speaking in tongues as clear evidence that the Lord had granted “the like 
gift” (vs. 17) of the Holy Ghost to the Gentiles as they had received in the beginning.  

It is likewise clear that the other Apostles at Jerusalem who contended with Peter and John 
ALSO saw the manifestation that matched their experience (speaking in other tongues) as 
clear evidence that the Lord gave to the Gentiles “the like gift” in the same way they had 
received it “at the beginning” (vs. 15). 

It is clear 
from the 
context 
that 
these 
were 
disciples 
of John 
the 
Baptist. 

Speaking in tongues is the only consistent 
feature we see in these three recorded instances 
of outpouring of the Holy Ghost. 



 
—that mentions people There is one other passage in the New Testament—in Acts 8

receiving the baptism (infilling/outpouring) of the Holy Ghost. Let’s look at it together, 
keeping in mind that we must read the Scriptures in their contexts. As it has been rightly 
said, “A text without a context is a pretext for a proof text.” 

, Part of the context is that in this one book (the Acts of the Apostles) that describes the 

, preaching of the early church to sinners the only consistent evidence noted that 

. It someone received the gift of the Holy Ghost was that they spoke in other tongues

was noted as (“this…what you now see and hear” – people THE evidence in Acts 2 

speaking in languages they did not know – “is that which was spoken by the prophet 
Joel…” that “God” would “pour out of [His] Spirit upon all flesh” (Acts 2:16-17). As THE 

 in Acts 10:46-47, and Acts 11:15-18; and is mentioned as evidence in Acts evidence

19:6. It is clearly DESCRIBED as BEING the EVIDENCE they relied on and referenced in 

, and . With that in Acts 2 , Acts10 Acts 11 and is noted in Acts 19 as having happened

mind, we go now to Acts 8: 

Acts 8:4-23 KJV 
(4)  Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word. 
(5)  Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them. 
(6)  And the people with one accord gave heed unto those things which Philip spake, 
hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. 
(7)  For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of many that were possessed 
with them: and many taken with palsies, and that were lame, were healed. 
(8)  And there was great joy in that city. 
(9)  But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in the same city used 
sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself was some great 
one: 
(10)  To whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the 
great power of God. 
(11)  And to him they had regard, because that of long time he had bewitched them 
with sorceries. 
 

(12)  But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of 

, , they were baptized, both men and women. God and the name of Jesus Christ

(13)  Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with 
Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were done. 

(14)  Now when the heard that Samaria apostles which were at Jerusalem had received 

, : the word of God they sent unto them Peter and John

(15)  , when they were come down, Who prayed for them, that they might receive the 
: Holy Ghost

 
 

Things concerning the “Kingdom of God” – John 3 – “Born Again” – water and Spirit 

 



 
  
 
 

(16)  (  as yet he was fallen upon none of them: they were baptized in the name For only 
of the Lord Jesus.) 

(17)   Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.

(18)  And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands 
, he offered them money, the Holy Ghost was given

(19)  Saying, Give me also , that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive this power
the Holy Ghost. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
(20)  But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought 
that the gift of God may be purchased with money. 
(21)  Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of 
God. 
(22)  Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of 
thine heart may be forgiven thee. 

This was clearly very important/vital – and evidence that ANY of them having received the Holy 
Ghost was clearly absent. Hmmm. There was “great joy” – “they believed” the Word preached – 
there were notable miracles among them – they were baptized in Jesus’ name – YET there was 
noted an absence of evidence that any of them had received the Holy Ghost. 

 

Luke, the writer of Acts, records that the moment each of them received the Holy Ghost, was when 
these Apostles laid hands on them. Also noted was that Simon was able to see/perceive something 
happen!  

“This participle (second aorist active of horaō) shows plainly that those who received the gift of the 
Holy Spirit spoke with tongues.” (Robertson, Word Pictures in the NT, Volume 3, pg. 107).  

“There is no doubt that he saw them speak in tongues…There was always something to see and hear 
in Luke’s account of the conversion of Cornelius…Peter and the Jews with him knew that Cornelius and 
his house-hold had received the Holy Ghost, because they ‘heard them speak with tongues (Acts 
10:46.’ The thing that captured the attention of the ‘magician’ was the effect upon the people when 
Peter and John laid their hands upon them.” M.D. Treece, The Literal Word, Acts I, pg. 286. 

Again, the only consistent evidence noted in the Scripture that someone had just received the Holy 
Ghost was that they spoke in other tongues. Peter said it was the evidence in Acts 2:16-17;33. Peter 
and those Jews who accompanied him to Cornelius’s home noted it as clear evidence of his 
household receiving the Holy Ghost in Acts 10:45-47, and the other Apostles in Jerusalem took it as 
evidence in Acts 11:15-18. Luke notes the disciples of John speaking in tongues the moment they 
received the Holy Ghost in Acts 19:6. 

Here in Acts 8, Peter and John knew that these many had not yet received the Holy Ghost. It is clear 
that some expected evidence was missing. When they laid hands on them, it is apparent from the 
text that something SUDDEN, CONSPICUOUS, and PERCEPTIBLE TO THE SENSES (seen and heard) happened at 
that moment, and the only consistent evidence that the Apostles used in every other instance in the 
Scriptures is the evidence of speaking with other tongues. For someone to say that they received 
the Holy Ghost without this evidence, the burden is upon them to show scripturally how they 
know.  We are to measure our experience by the Scripture, NOT measure the Scripture by 
our experience. To use any other criteria than what the Apostles clearly used, as recorded 
in Scripture, for determining whether someone has received the Holy Ghost baptism is to 
step out of “sound doctrine” in accord with Scripture, and into man’s ideas. 



 
(23)  For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. 
 

 

 
Please note that: 

 Peter did not discount the experience and angelic visitation of Cornelius.•  

 Paul did not discount the experience of the disciples of John.•  

 Phillip and Peter and John did not discount the joy, the miracles or the obedience •
to the Word of the Samaritans, but they knew that they needed more.   

 Aquila and Priscilla did not discount the prior experience and revelation of •
Apollos (Acts 18). He was “eloquent, mighty in the scriptures…instructed in the 
way of the Lord…fervent in spirit…spake and taught diligently the things of the 

Lord…[and] began to speak boldly in the synagogue” (Acts 18:24-26). Yet they 

knew he needed more, and took him aside later to expound unto him the way of 

Note that Apollos listened. He God more perfectly (Gk.: completely) (Acts 18:26). 

had something that is needed. He was teachable. 

 Paul (Saul of Tarsus) needed a Barnabas to help him.•  He listened, and Paul 

became a greater Apostle than his mentor. 

 • is that the Holy Ghost baptism, evidenced scripturally, by The important thing 

speaking in tongues as the Spirit gives the utterance, IS for YOU if you will 

obey His Word and ask Him for it! 

 
Acts 2:38-39 KJV 
(38)  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
(39)  For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even 
as many as the Lord our God shall call. 
 

Luke 11:13 KJV 
(13)  If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much 
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? 
 

  

 

These harsh statements were rightly made to a man who had “believed,” was recently baptized, and 
had witnessed notable miracles. 



 
 Of course, if we walk in the Spirit Other evidences of the Holy Ghost should follow:

(Galatians 5:16), other evidences manifest themselves: love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, meekness, temperance, brotherly kindness, etc.  

And the Spirit will lead us to follow His Word in all aspects: submission and obedience to 
spiritual authority, brotherly love, faithfulness and more.   

Rightly Dividing the Word: 

Part of taking the Scriptures in their context (“rightly dividing the Word”), is noting the 

purpose, timeframe, and the understanding of the intended recipients of the initial 

 writing at the time of the writing. In short, it is noting the Author’s intent in writing:

 all had their intended audiences, and The Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John

spake of the birth of Jesus, of John the Baptist, of Jesus’ earthly ministry, miracles, 
teaching, death, burial and resurrection – and the preparation and commissioning of 
His disciples, including His Apostles. We do not find the N.T. church in the Gospels. The 

Holy Ghost outpouring was a  event for which they were to return to Jerusalem future

and wait. It was poured out in Acts 2, the birthday of the Church. 

Acts is the only place in our Bibles we see the preaching of the early church to sinners 

(including religious sinners), and the only place we see the conversion of people into 

 the church. This is the only place we see accounts of people receiving the Holy Ghost 

. We do NOT see such accounts either in the Gospels or the Epistles. baptism

 The Epistles are letters written to those already in the church—born again believers.

Some are written to individual church congregations (such as those written to the 
Church at Corinth), some are written to multiple churches in regions (such as Paul’s 
epistle to “the churches of Galatia”). Some were written to ministers (such as the epistles 
to Timothy and Titus). Some were written to individuals over specific matters (such as 
the book of Philemon). Some were “general epistles” written to churches spread across 
much of the Roman Empire and beyond (Peter’s epistles, Jude and James come to 
mind).  Revelation (the Apocalypse) is both an Epistle and a book of Prophecy.  

While “all Scripture is given by inspiration of God (Gk: theopneustos) and is profitable for 
doctrine (teaching),” it must be taught within such contexts.   

 Eisegesis = the improper superimposing of current experience, understanding, bias,  
and/or cultural and language concepts upon the Scripture which arrives at an 
interpretation that is not aligned to authorial intent. 

Exegesis = the process of the extraction of the authorial-intended meaning of a text 
using sound hermeneutical principles. 

 



 
 

Many in the charismatic world freely interchange the mention of speaking in tongues in 

(to correct their misuse of the gifts of the Spirit the instruction to the church in Corinth 

meant to give edification, exhortation and comfort) with the mention of tongues in 

  Acts.

To do this is to take these passages (in Acts, in 1 Corinthians or both) out of 

  their contexts.

The “gift of tongues” and terms or questions such as the rhetorical “do all 

speak with tongues?” need to be taken in the contexts of the instruction 

on spiritual gifts in the epistle, and not pulled out of its context to try to 

 explain the narrative in Acts.

 

This is a very simple principle of hermeneutics. We only have a 

right to interpret a written text (any written text) to arrive at the 

 This is known as using a grammatical-historical author’s intent.

method. It is the only honest way of approaching interpretation of 
a written text of any kind.  

 


