
When was the last time something  

you were doing (or were a part of)  

didn’t go quite as planned? 

 

How did you handle it? 
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1 The Mighty One, God, the LORD, 

    speaks and summons the earth 

    from the rising of the sun to where it sets. 
2 From Zion, perfect in beauty, 

    God shines forth. 
3 Our God comes 

    and will not be silent; 

a fire devours before him, 

    and around him a tempest rages. 

 



4 He summons the heavens above, 

    and the earth,  

 that he may judge his people: 
5 “Gather to me this consecrated people, 

    who made a covenant with me  

 by sacrifice.” 
6 And the heavens proclaim  

     his righteousness, 

     for he is a God of justice. 



7 “Listen, my people, and I will speak; 

    I will testify against you, Israel: 

    I am God, your God. 
8 I bring no charges against you  

    concerning your sacrifices 

    or concerning your burnt offerings,  

 which are ever before me. 
9 I have no need of a bull from your stall 

    or of goats from your pens, 

 



10 for every animal of the forest is mine, 

    and the cattle on a thousand hills. 
11 I know every bird in the mountains, 

    and the insects in the fields are mine. 
12 If I were hungry I would not tell you, 

    for the world is mine, and all that is in it. 
13 Do I eat the flesh of bulls 

    or drink the blood of goats? 
14 “Sacrifice thank offerings to God, 

    fulfill your vows to the Most High, 

 



15 and call on me in the day of trouble; 

    I will deliver you, and you will honor me.” 
16 But to the wicked person, God says: 

“What right have you to recite my laws 

    or take my covenant on your lips? 
17 You hate my instruction 

    and cast my words behind you. 
18 When you see a thief, you join with him; 

    you throw in your lot with adulterers. 

 



19 You use your mouth for evil 

    and harness your tongue to deceit. 
20 You sit and testify against your brother 

    and slander your own mother’s son. 
21 When you did these things  

    and I kept silent, 

    you thought I was exactly like you. 

    But I now arraign you 

    and set my accusations before you. 



22 “Consider this, you who forget God, 

    or I will tear you to pieces,  

    with no one to rescue you: 
23 Those who sacrifice thank offerings  

    honor me, 

    and to the blameless  

    I will show my salvation.” 
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• He was David’s musical director. 

• He wrote more of the Bible than Peter, 

James, Jude, Jonah, Amos, Micah, Joel, 

Malachi, Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Nahum, 

Haggai, or Obadiah! 

• He sang the blues! 

 







What do you think about the cards  

that you’ve been dealt? 

 



Do you have a great hand? 

 

Or do you wish you could fold and  

get a new deal? 

 



What if we just stopped  

and took the time to look  

at the cards we’ve been dealt? 

 



Where did they come from? 

 

Life?  Coincidence? 

 



…or was it God? 

 



God has a purpose. 

 





1 Surely God is good to Israel, 

    to those who are pure in heart. 

2 But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; 

    I had nearly lost my foothold. 

3 For I envied the arrogant 

    when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 

4 They have no struggles; 

    their bodies are healthy and strong. 



5 They are free from common human        
   burdens; they are not plagued by human ills. 
6 Therefore pride is their necklace;  
    they clothe themselves with violence. 
7 From their callous hearts comes iniquity; 
    their evil imaginations have no limits. 
8 They scoff, and speak with malice; 
   with arrogance they threaten oppression. 
9 Their mouths lay claim to heaven, 
  and their tongues take possession  
  of the earth. 



10 Therefore their people turn to them 

      and drink up waters in abundance. 
11 They say, “How would God know? 
      Does the Most High know anything?” 
12 This is what the wicked are like— 
      always free of care,  
      they go on amassing wealth. 
13 Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure 
      and have washed my hands in innocence. 



14 All day long I have been afflicted, 
     and every morning  
     brings new punishments. 
15 If I had spoken out like that, 
     I would have betrayed your children. 
16 When I tried to understand all this, 
     it troubled me deeply 
17 till I entered the sanctuary of God; 
     then I understood their final destiny. 



18 Surely you place them  

     on slippery ground; 
     you cast them down to ruin. 

19 How suddenly are they destroyed, 
     completely swept away by terrors! 

20 They are like a dream when one awakes; 
     when you arise, Lord, 
     you will despise them as fantasies. 

21 When my heart was grieved 
     and my spirit embittered, 

22 I was senseless and ignorant; 
     I was a brute beast before you.  
 



18 Surely you place them 

     on slippery ground; 

     you cast them down to ruin. 

19 How suddenly are they destroyed, 

     completely swept away by terrors! 

20 They are like a dream when one awakes; 

     when you arise, Lord, 

     you will despise them as fantasies. 



23 Yet I am always with you; 

    you hold me by my right hand. 

24 You guide me with your counsel, 

and afterward you will take me into glory. 

25 Whom have I in heaven but you? And 

earth has nothing I desire besides you. 

26 My flesh and my heart may fail, 

    but God is the strength of my heart 

    and my portion forever. 



25 Whom have I in heaven but you? 
    And earth has nothing I desire besides    
    you. 
26 My flesh and my heart may fail, 
    but God is the strength of my heart 
    and my portion forever. 
27 Those who are far from you will perish; 
 you destroy all who are unfaithful to you. 



28 But as for me, it is good to be near God. 

    I have made the Sovereign Lord  

    my refuge; 

    I will tell of all your deeds. 
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“Lord God shall; 

steadfast  

love forever” 
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