
Describe the moment 

when you discovered 

that you lost something important, 

like your wallet, phone, 

driver’s license, credit, 

wedding ring, etc! 

 



Bible Reading:  

Luke 24:1-11 NLT & Ruth 1-2 GNT [edited] 

Sermon: Gary Olsen, Lead Pastor, Dr. Ministry  

 



1  But very early on Sunday morning  

the women went to the tomb,  

taking the spices they had prepared.  
2 They found that the stone  

had been rolled away from the entrance.  
3 So they went in, but they didn’t find  

the body of the Lord Jesus. 
4 As they stood there puzzled,  

two men suddenly appeared to them,  

clothed in dazzling robes. 



5 The women were terrified and bowed  

with their faces to the ground.  

Then the men asked,  

“Why are you looking among the dead for  

someone who is alive?  
6 He isn’t here! He is risen from the dead!  

Remember what he told you back in Galilee, 



7 that the Son of Man must be betrayed  

into the hands of sinful men  

and be crucified, and that  

he would rise again on the third day.” 
8 Then they remembered that  

he had said this.  
9 So they rushed back from the tomb  

to tell his eleven disciples— 

and everyone else—what had happened.  



10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna,  

Mary the mother of James,  

and several other women who  

told the apostles what had happened.  
11 But the story sounded like nonsense  

to the men, so they didn’t believe it. 

 

 

 

 



Bible Reading:  

Luke 24:1-11 NLT & Ruth 1-2 GNT [edited] 
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3 … they didn’t find the body  

of the Lord Jesus. 
4 As they stood there puzzled …  

 



4 two men suddenly appeared ... 
5 The women were terrified ...  

 



9 So they rushed back from the tomb  

to tell his eleven disciples 

—and everyone else— 

what had happened.  

 



11 But the story  

sounded like nonsense to the men,  

so they didn’t believe it. 

 



10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna,  

Mary the mother of James,  

and several other women  

who told the apostles what had happened.  

 



1 Early on Sunday morning,  

while it was still dark,  

Mary Magdalene came to the tomb … 

 





+ the day and time 

+ one certain woman @ first 

+ the tomb is empty 

+ Jesus is speaking with people! 
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in order so save our lives, 

he lost his life in our rescue; 

  

saving all of us 

through an incredibly loving act 

of self-sacrifice; 

  

because “God so loved the world” 

 



“13 Three things will last forever 

—faith, hope, and love— 

and the greatest of these is love.” 

  

-- I Corinthians 13:13 NLT 

 



“Jesus said to the crowd,  

‘If any of you wants to be my follower,  

you must turn from your selfish ways,  

take up your cross daily, and follow me.’” 

  

-- Luke 9:23  NLT 



Loving self-sacrifice 

is never just the end that it seems to be: 

 

+ it ushers in a new beginning 

+ it opens to a glorious time 

+ it brings unexpected, surprising joy! 

+ it changes everything! 

 





1 5 Mahlon and Chilion … died,  

and Naomi was left …  

without husband or sons. 
6 … so she got ready to leave Moab  

with her daughters-in-law. 
7 They started out together to go back to  

Judah, but on the way  



8 she said to them,  

“Go back home …  
9 … may the LORD make it possible  

for each of you to marry again and  

have a home.” 
14

 … but Ruth held on to her.  



16 … Ruth answered,  

“Don't ask me to leave you!  

Let me go with you.  

Wherever you go, I will go;  

wherever you live, I will live.  

Your people will be my people,  

and your God will be my God.  
17 Wherever you die, I will die,  

and that is where I will be buried.”  



18 When Naomi saw that  

Ruth was determined to go with her,  

she said nothing more. 
19 ...When they arrived,  

the whole town became excited,  

and the women there exclaimed,  

“Is this really Naomi?” 



20 “Don't call me Naomi [Pleasant],”  

she answered; “call me Marah [Bitter],  

because Almighty God  

has made my life bitter.  
21 When I left here, I had plenty,  

but the LORD has brought me back  

without a thing...  



22 One day Ruth said to Naomi,  

“Let me go to the fields to gather the grain  

that the harvest workers leave...” 

Naomi answered, “Go ahead, daughter.” 
3 So Ruth went out to the fields and walked  

behind the workers, picking up the heads of  

grain which they left. It so happened that  

she was in a field that belonged to Boaz. 



15-16 … Boaz ordered the workers,  

“Let her gather grain even where  

the bundles are lying,  

and don't say anything to stop her.  

Besides that, pull out some heads of grain  

from the bundles and leave them for her  

to pick up.”   
17 So Ruth gathered grain in the field  

until evening... 



18 She took the grain back into town and  

showed her mother-in-law ... 
19 Naomi asked her,  

“Where did you gather all this grain today?   

Whose field have you been working in?  

May God bless the man who  

took an interest in you!” 

So Ruth told Naomi  

that she had been working  

in a field belonging to a man named Boaz. 



20 “May the LORD bless Boaz!”  

Naomi exclaimed.  

“The LORD always keeps his promises  

to the living and the dead.   

That man is a close relative of ours,  

one of those responsible for  

taking care of us.” 

 

 

 

 

 



is not easy 

is not instant 

is not about you 

  

is fulfilling 

is long-lasting 

is “the greatest” 

is true joy the way God created it 

    to be experienced! 

 





is rarely our “Plan A” 

is rarely our “Plan B” 

is rarely on our radar for any “Plans”! 

 



is God’s “Plan B” 

is the way that leads to  

     the human experience of the risen life 

is what Easter joy is all about! 
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