
Talk about  

a memorable rainstorm 

from your past! 



Bible Reading:  

Judges 4:2-5:5 NLT[edited]; John 12:12-16 NLT 

Sermon: Gary Olsen, Lead Pastor, Dr. Ministry  

 



42 … King Jabin of Hazor, a Canaanite king:  

the commander of his army was Sisera…  
3 Sisera, who had 900 iron chariots,  

ruthlessly oppressed the Israelites for  

twenty years. Then the people of Israel  

cried out to the LORD for help. 
4 Deborah, the wife of Lappidoth,  

was a prophet  

who was judging Israel at that time.  

 



5 She would sit under the Palm of Deborah,  

between Ramah and Bethel in  

the hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites  

would go to her for judgment. 
6 One day she sent for Barak son of  

Abinoam … She said to him,  

“This is what the LORD, the God of Israel,  

commands you: Call out 10,000 warriors  

from the tribes of Naphtali and Zebulun  

at Mount Tabor.  



7 And I will call out Sisera, commander of  

Jabin’s army, along with his chariots and  

warriors, to the Kishon River.  

There I will give you victory over him.” 
8 Barak told her,  

“I will go, but only if you go with me.” 



9 “Very well,” she replied, “I will go with you.  

But you will receive no honor in this venture,  

for the LORD’s victory over Sisera will be at  

the hands of a woman.”  

So Deborah went with Barak to Kedesh.  
14 Then Deborah said to Barak, “Get ready!  

This is the day the LORD will give you victory  

over Sisera, for the LORD is marching ahead  

of you.” So Barak led his 10,000 warriors  

down the slopes of Mount Tabor into battle.  



15 When Barak attacked,  

the LORD threw Sisera and all his chariots  

and warriors into a panic.  
23 So on that day Israel saw God defeat  

Jabin, the Canaanite king. 

51 On that day Deborah and Barak son of  

Abinoam sang this song: 
2 “Israel’s leaders took charge, 

 and the people gladly followed. 

 Praise the LORD! 



3 “Listen, you kings! 

 Pay attention, you mighty rulers! 

 For I will sing to the LORD. 

 I will make music to the LORD,  

 the God of Israel. 
4 “LORD, when you set out from Seir 

 and marched across the fields of  

 Edom, 

 the earth trembled, 

     and the cloudy skies poured down rain. 

 



5 The mountains quaked in the presence  

 of the LORD, 

 the God of Mount Sinai— 

 in the presence of the LORD, 

 the God of Israel. 



12 The next day, the news that Jesus was on  

the way to Jerusalem swept through the city.  

A large crowd of Passover visitors  
13 took palm branches and went down  

the road to meet him. They shouted, 

“Praise God! Blessings on the one who  

comes in the name of the LORD! 

Hail to the King of Israel!” 
14 Jesus found a young donkey and rode on  

it, fulfilling the prophecy that said: 

 



15 “Don’t be afraid, people of Jerusalem. 

Look, your King is coming, 

 riding on a donkey’s colt.” 
16 His disciples didn’t understand at the time  

that this was a fulfillment of prophecy.  

But after Jesus entered into his glory,  

they remembered what had happened  

and realized that these things had been  

written about him. 
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4 “LORD, when you set out … 

 and marched across the fields …, 

the earth trembled, 

 and the cloudy skies poured down rain. 
5 The mountains quaked  

 in the presence of the LORD, 

 



42 … the commander of his army was …  
3 Sisera, who had 900 iron chariots 

 



14 Then Deborah said to Barak,  

“Get ready! This is the day  

the LORD will give you victory over Sisera,  

for the LORD is marching ahead of you.”  

 



14 ... So Barak led his 10,000 warriors  

down the slopes of Mount Tabor into battle.  
15 When Barak attacked,  

the LORD threw Sisera  

and all his chariots and warriors  

into a panic.  

 



23 So on that day Israel saw God  

defeat Jabin, the Canaanite king. 

51 On that day Deborah and  

Barak son of Abinoam sang this song: 

 



4 “LORD, when you set out … 

 and marched across the fields …, 

the earth trembled, 

 and the cloudy skies poured down rain. 
5 The mountains quaked  

 in the presence of the LORD, 
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“there is no way to walk through  

the Old Testament with integrity  

and sidestep this topic” 

  

-- Pastor John Ortberg 

The Old Testament Challenge 

 



God is participating in  

middle eastern culture 

in the 21st century BC! 

  

Not according to 

suburban American culture 

of the 21st century A.D.! 

 



God’s ways for Israel 

were actually grace-filled 

compared to the ways 

of the surrounding culture 

 

animal sacrifice VS human sacrifice 

an eye for an eye VS your head for an eye 

the golden rule VS the gold rules 

 



Violence is not God’s preferred way. 

Unlike many ancient gods, 

the LORD God is not violent by nature; 

the violence comes thru humankind, 

after the Fall. 

 



There are some cultures 

whose way of life must be put to an end. 

The Canaanite culture 

was one such culture. 

 



God’s judgment went both ways: 

“Just as God could and did use Israel  

as an instrument of judgment 

against other nations, 

so God could and did use other nations  

as an instrument of judgment 

against Israel.” – John Ortberg 

 



The stories of Israel’s victories 

are definitely not lessons teaching 

that “might makes right.” 

  

Rather, they are stories of an underdog 

winning in ways that could only show 

that it was God’s power and not theirs! 

 



Jesus refuses the violence 

in announcing God’s Kingdom. 

 

John 18   NIV 
36 Jesus said, “My kingdom 

 is not of this world. If it were,  

my servants would fight  

to prevent my arrest…” 

 



15 Then Jesus asked them,  

“But who do you say I am?” 
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are  

the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 
20 Then he sternly warned the disciples  

not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 



14 Jesus found a young donkey and rode  

on it, fulfilling the prophecy that said: 
15 “Don’t be afraid, people of Jerusalem. 

Look, your King is coming, 

riding on a donkey’s colt.”  (Zechariah 9:9) 

 



There is a Second Coming, 

depicted in what is considered  

the most violent book of the NT, 

the book of Revelation 

 



11 Then I saw heaven opened,  

and a white horse was standing there.  

Its rider was named Faithful and True,  

for he judges fairly and  

wages a righteous war. 
13 … his title was the Word of God.  

 



14 The armies of heaven,  

dressed in the finest of pure white linen,  

followed him on white horses.  
16 On his robe at  

his thigh was written this title:  

King of all kings and Lord of all lords. 

 



There are choices to  

be weighed and prayed 

by the LORD’s people 

 



PACIFISM JUST WAR HOLY WAR 



These hard-fought victories 

bring palpable hope 

to people around the world 

caught in life-and-death situations 

 



Don’t focus on the ________; 

focus on the LORD! 

 

Judges 4   NLT 
3 Sisera, who had 900 iron chariots,  

ruthlessly oppressed the Israelites  

for twenty years.  

Then the people of Israel  

cried out to the LORD for help. 

 

chariots 



“Get ready” to follow the LORD 
when you see Him 
“_________ ahead of you” 
 
Judges 4   NLT 
14 Then Deborah said to Barak,  
“Get ready!  
This is the day the LORD  
will give you victory over Sisera,  
for the LORD is marching ahead of you.”  
 

marching 



Answer the call to _________! 

 

 

Judges 4   NLT 
8 Barak told her, “I will go,  

but only if you go with me.” 
9 ... So Deborah went with Barak … 

 

leadership 



Don’t let it go to your _____! 

It’s not about you! 

 

Judges 4   NLT 
9 “… the LORD’s victory …” 

 

head 



Pray the Number 1 way 

________ tells us to pray! 

 

51 On that day Deborah  

and Barak son of Abinoam sang this song: 
2 “Israel’s leaders took charge, 

    and the people gladly followed. 

Praise the LORD!” 

 

 

the Bible  



12 ... A large crowd of Passover visitors  
13 took palm branches  
and went down the road to meet him.  
They shouted, 
  
“Praise God! 
 
“Blessings on the one who comes  
in the name of the LORD! (Psalm 118:25,26) 
 
“Hail to the King of Israel!” 



6 Then I heard again what sounded like  
the shout of a vast crowd  
or the roar of mighty ocean waves  
or the crash of loud thunder: 
  
“Praise the LORD! 
    For the Lord our God, the Almighty, 
reigns. 
7 Let us be glad and rejoice, 
    and let us give honor to him … 
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