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1. Why I Believe in the Church 

“So we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another”. 

Romans 12:5 

The word translated “church” in most English Bibles:  - εκκλησια – (called out ones)  means 

“assembly of people” 

This can be an assembly of Christian believers at a simple house church, a gathering outdoors, or 

in a magnificent cathedral. 

Marks of the Church: 

   A.   the Word of God purely preached (sound doctrine) 

   B.   the Sacraments rightly practiced (unity of fellowship) 

   C.   disciplines rightly administered (holiness of life) 

2. Because I Was Born into It 

“One generation commends your works to another; they tell of your mighty acts.” Psalm 145:4 

faithful grandparents & parents       God was part of our lives 

we ate together, we went to church together 

my early inspiration to be a Christian (call to ministry) 

3. Because I Have No Choice 

“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with 

Christ… Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” I Corinthians 12:12, 

27 

I belong to the Church whether I want to belong or not – it’s the corollary to my faith in Jesus 

Christ. To be in Christ is to be truly in His body. The Holy Spirit is here among as! 

Christian faith is personal, but not private. Christianity, with its Church, is a corporate movement 

of God, not a solitary one. 

God always works primarily through a people. 

4. Because I Need Other Believers 

“I rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord’.” Psalm 122:1 

“As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.” Proverbs 27:17 

I get to worship, learn, fellowship, and share in the mission with other believers. Only in 

community do we fully grow to follow Jesus. The priesthood of all believers means that we all 

need each other, and can be a healing Christ to one another. Hebrews 10:23-25 

5. Because I Need to Hear God’s Word 

“So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.” 

Romans 10:17 

By the Holy Spirit, the inspired Scriptures are alive and active! 

The living God speaks to us in the Living Word of God. Hebrews 4:12 

Not a Sunday goes by but that I hear something that is just what I needed to hear. I need to hear 

God’s Words of grace, hope, and forgiveness. Liturgy is healing. I need the Living Presence of 

Christ received in Holy Communion. 

6. Because I Need Help to Live a Virtuous Life 

“But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish 

good from evil.” Hebrews 5:14 

Living the Gospel means love of God and neighbor, humility, patience, obedience, kindliness, 



honesty, detachment… 

Christians believe in moral truth, and that we can live our life with moral clarity and in 

obedience to that truth. 

I need guidance for my family – particularly in the areas of consumer culture, sexuality, and 

responsibility for the least. 

7. Because I Want to Be Bigger Than I Am 

“You are the salt of the earth… You are the light of the world” Matthew 5:13-14 

As a member of the body of Christ, the Church, I have the privilege of being involved in sharing 

Jesus with others, impacting society, and changing people’s lives. 

The Great Commission hasn’t been rescinded. Matthew 28:18-20 

My local Church is a visible expression of the Church that exists in all times and places. 

Therefore, the local Church is the greatest involvement I can have this side of Heaven! 

 


