
Firsts 
a Christmas series    Gary Olsen    #1 



Think about  
a memorable sunrise  

in your life 



There’s darkness  
before the sunrise 



Luke 1:8  NCV 
 

8 One day Zechariah was serving  
as a priest before God,  
because his group was on duty…  



Luke 1:10  NCV 
10 There were a great many people  
outside praying at the Bme … 
 



Luke 1:10,21  NCV 
10 There were a great many people  
outside praying at the Bme … 
 

21 Outside, the people were sBll  
waiBng for Zechariah and were surprised 
that he was staying so long in the Temple.  
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Luke 1:8,11-13,18-20  NCV 
8 One day Zechariah was serving  
as a priest before God,  
because his group was on duty…  
11 Then an angel of the Lord  
appeared to Zechariah… 
 



Luke 1:8,11-13,18-20  NCV 
12 When he saw the angel,  
Zechariah was startled and frightened. 
13 But the angel said to him,  
“Zechariah, don’t be afraid.  
God has heard your prayer.  
Your wife, Elizabeth, will give birth to a son,  
and you will name him John.” 
 
 



Luke 1:8,11-13,18-20  NCV 
18 Zechariah said to the angel,  
“How can I know that what you say is true?  
I am an old man, and my wife is old, too.” 
19 The angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. 
 I stand before God, who sent me  
to talk to you and to tell you this good news. 
 
 



Luke 1:8,11-13,18-20  NCV 
 

20 Now, listen! You will not be able to speak 
unBl the day these things happen,  
because you did not believe what I told you.  
But they will really happen.” 
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Luke 1:10,21  NCV 
10 There were a great many people  
outside praying at the Bme … 
 

21 Outside, the people were sBll  
waiBng for Zechariah and were surprised 
that he was staying so long in the Temple.  



Luke 1:20  NCV 
 

20 Now, listen! You will not be able to speak 
unBl the day these things happen,  
because you did not believe what I told you.  
But they will really happen.” 
 
 



Luke 1:13  NCV 
13 But the angel said to him,  
“Zechariah, don’t be afraid.  
God has heard your prayer.  
Your wife, Elizabeth, will give birth to a son,  
and you will name him John.” 
 
 



Luke 1:7  NCV 
 

7 But they had no children, because  
Elizabeth could not have a baby,  
and both of them were very old. 
 



Luke 1:20  NCV 
 

20 Now, listen! You will not be able to speak 
unBl the day these things happen,  
because you did not believe what I told you.  
But they will really happen.” 
 
 



Luke 1:13  NCV 
13 “Your wife, Elizabeth, will give birth  
to a son, and you will name him John. 



Luke 1:13,16  NCV 
13 “Your wife, Elizabeth, will give birth  
to a son, and you will name him John. 
16 He will help many people of Israel  
return to the Lord their God. 



Luke 1:13,16-17  NCV 
13 “Your wife, Elizabeth, will give birth  
to a son, and you will name him John. 
16 He will help many people of Israel  
return to the Lord their God. 
17 He will … make a people ready  
for the coming of the Lord.” 



Luke 1:59-60  NCV 
 

59 When the baby was eight days old,  
they came to … name him … 
60 but his mother said,  
“… He will be named John.” 
 



Luke 1:61-63  NCV 
61 The people said to Elizabeth,  
“But no one in your family has this name.” 
62 Then they made signs to his father  
to find out what he would like to name him. 
63 Zechariah asked for a wriBng tablet  
and wrote … 



Luke 1:63-64  NCV 
 

63 … “His name is John,”  
and everyone was surprised.  
64 Immediately Zechariah could talk again 
and he began praising God. 
 



Luke 1:78-79  NCV 
78

  “With the loving mercy of our God, 
          a new day from heaven will dawn upon us. 
79 It will shine on those who live in darkness, 
          in the shadow of death. 
    It will guide us into the path of peace.” 
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Luke writes 
the 1st Christmas musical 



… and this 
1st Christmas musical 

is about the 1st Christmas!  



THE SONGS OF LUKE 1-2 

Zachariah –>  Luke 1 
 

    Mary –>  Luke 1 
 

        Angels –>  Luke 2 
 

            Simeon –>  Luke 2 



THE SONGS OF LUKE 1-2 

Zachariah –>  Luke 1 
 



Zachariah’s is 
the 1st story of  

the 1st Christmas musical 



… and this 1st story of  
the 1st Christmas musical 

is about the 1st Christmas baby,  
who is not Jesus! 



Zachariah’s 1st story in  
the 1st Christmas musical 

portrays his 1st Bme to speak 
in almost 300 days! 



Luke 1:68  NCV 
 

68  “Let us praise the Lord, the God of Israel 
     



Luke 1:68-69  NCV 
 

68  “Let us praise the Lord, the God of Israel, 
    because he has come to help his people  
    and has given them freedom. 
69 He has given us a powerful Savior 
    from the family of God’s servant David.” 
 



The song of the 1st story in  
the 1st  Christmas musical 

is about  
Jesus! 
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The song of the 1st story in  
the 1st  Christmas musical 

is about  
Jesus being promised! 



Luke 1:69  NCV 
69  “He has given us a powerful Savior 
    from the family of God’s servant David. 
 



Luke 1:69-71  NCV 
69  “He has given us a powerful Savior 
    from the family of God’s servant David. 
70  through his holy prophets who lived long ago: 
71 He promised he would save us … 
 



Luke 1:69-74  NCV 
69  “He has given us a powerful Savior 
    from the family of God’s servant David. 
70  through his holy prophets who lived long ago: 
71 He promised he would save us … 
73 God promised Abraham, our father, 
74 that he would save us … 
 



Luke 1:69-74  NCV 
 

73 God promised Abraham, our father, 
            74 that he would save us 
from the power of our enemies 
        so we could serve him without fear, 
75 being holy and good before God  
        as long as we live. 
 



We are saved to serve 
to proclaim God’s promises… 

promises fulfilled  thru 
Jesus 



We are  
the promise keepers! 

 

… meant not to keep it to 
ourselves! 



We are saved to serve 
to prepare the Lord’s way 

that others will be saved by 
Lord Jesus. 

 



Luke 1:76-77  NCV 
76 “Now you, child, will be called  

   a prophet of the Most High God. 
    You will go before the Lord to prepare his way. 
77 You will make his people know  

   that they will be saved 
    by having their sins forgiven. 
 
 



 
We are the prep crew! 

 



We are saved to serve, 
to provide paths  

for God’s light to shine on 
for finding peace with 

Jesus! 



Luke 1:69  NCV 
78 “With the loving mercy of our God, 
     a new day from heaven will dawn upon us. 
79 It will shine on those who live in darkness, 
     in the shadow of death. 
It will guide us into the path of peace.” 
 
 



We are saved to serve, 
to provide paths  

for God’s light to shine on 
for finding peace with 

Jesus! 



 
We are path providers! 
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Luke 1:68-69  NCV 
 

68  “Let us praise the Lord, the God of Israel, 
    because he has come to help his people  
    and has given them freedom. 
69 He has given us a powerful Savior 
    from the family of God’s servant David.” 
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