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Job 20:1,20-29 edited ERV 

 
1 Then Zophar from Naamah answered:    
20 “The evil man is never sa?sfied. 
    But the things he wants cannot save him. 
21 AGer filling himself, there is nothing leG. 
    His success will not con?nue. 
 



Job 20:1,20-29 edited ERV 

23 “If he does get all he wants, 
    God will throw his burning anger  

  against him. 
    God will aLack him  

  and rain down punishment on him. 
 



Job 20:1,20-29 edited ERV 
 

26 All his treasures will be lost in darkness. 
    He will be destroyed by a fire,  

  a fire that no human started. 
    It will destroy everything leG in his house. 
 



Job 20:1,20-29 edited ERV 

27 “Heaven will prove that he is guilty. 
    The earth will be a witness against him. 
28 His house and everything in it  

  will be carried away 
        in the flood of God’s anger. 



Job 20:1,20-29 edited ERV 
 

29 That is what God will do  
  to those who are evil. 

    That is what he plans to give them.” 
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Friend #1: Eliphaz / “Eli“ 
“Suffering is good for you.” 
 
Friend #2: Zophar / “Farley” 
“What goes around comes around.” 
 
Friend #3: Bildad / “Bill” 
“People are uPerly depraved.” 
 
Friend #4: Elihu / “Lee” 
“God is trying to get your aPenSon.” 



Friend #1: Eliphaz / Eli 



Friend #1: Eliphaz / Eli 

 
 
“Suffering is good for you.” 



Friend #1: Eliphaz / Eli = “Suffering is good for you.” 
Job 4:1, 5:17-18 ERV 
41  Eliphaz from Teman answered: 
517 “You are fortunate when God corrects you. 
    So don’t complain when God All-Powerful 

   punishes you. 
18 God might injure you,  

 but he will bandage those wounds. 
    He might hurt you, but his hands also heal.” 



Friend #1: Eliphaz / Eli = “Suffering is good for you.” 
 

"That's True, To A Certain Extent“ 
 

 



Friend #1: Eliphaz / Eli = “Suffering is good for you.” 
 

"That's True, To A Certain Extent“ 
 

Suffering is good for you when: 
(a) you are making a sacrifice  

for something greater 
 



Friend #1: Eliphaz / Eli = “Suffering is good for you.” 
 

"That's True, To A Certain Extent“ 
 

Suffering is good for you when: 
(b) it’s a consequence for poor behavior that 
could act as a deterrent for future behavior. 



Friend #1: Eliphaz / Eli = “Suffering is good for you.” 
 

"That's True, To A Certain Extent“ 
 

 



Friend #1: Eliphaz / Eli = “Suffering is good for you.” 
 

"That's True, To A Certain Extent“ 
 

Eli’s problem here is  
that Job’s suffering  

fits none of these categories! 



Friend #1: Eliphaz / Eli = “Suffering is good for you.” 
 

Eli’s problem: Job’s suffering doesn’t fit! 
 

(a) Job did not make a self-sacrifice; 
this fix is the devil’s doing! 

 



Job 2:7 ERV 
 

7 So Satan … gave Job  
painful sores all over his body,  
from the boLom of his feet  
to the top of his head. 



Friend #1: Eliphaz / Eli = “Suffering is good for you.” 
 

Eli’s problem: Job’s suffering doesn’t fit! 
 

(b) Job is not suffering consequences 
from bad behavior. 



Job 1:8 ERV 
 

8 Then the LORD said …  
“Have you no?ced my servant Job?  
There is no one on earth like him.  
He is a good, faithful man.  
He respects God and refuses to do evil.” 



Friend #2: Zophar / “Farley” 



Friend #2: Zophar / “Farley” 

 
 
“What goes around comes around.” 



Friend #2: Zophar / “Farley” 
“What goes around comes around.” 
Job 20:29 ERV 
20 “The evil man …  
23 If he does get all he wants, 
    God will throw his burning anger against him. 
    God will aLack him  

  and rain down punishment on him.” 
 

 



Friend #2: Zophar / “Farley” 
“What goes around comes around.” 
 

"That's True, To A Certain Extent“ 
 



Friend #2: Zophar / “Farley” 
“What goes around comes around.” 
 

Farley’s problem:  
Job’s suffering doesn’t fit! 

 



Friend #2: Zophar / “Farley” 
“What goes around comes around.” 
 

Farley’s problem:  
Job’s suffering doesn’t fit! 

 
(a) Job is not suffering consequences 

from bad behavior. 
 



Job 1:8 ERV 
 

8 Then the LORD said … 
“Have you no?ced my servant Job?  
There is no one on earth like him.  
He is a good, faithful man.  
He respects God and refuses to do evil.” 



Friend #2: Zophar / “Farley” 
“What goes around comes around.” 
 

Farley’s problem:  
Job’s suffering doesn’t fit! 

 
(b) That isn’t always true! 

 



Job 21:1,7,13  ERV 
1  Then Job answered: 
7 ”Why do evil people live long lives? 
    Why do they grow old and successful? 
13 Evil people enjoy success during their lives  
and then go to the grave without suffering.” 



MaPhew 5:45 ERV 
 

45 “… your Father in heaven.  
He lets the sun rise for all people,  
whether they are good or bad.  
He sends rain to those who do right  
and to those who do wrong.” 
 



Friend #3: Bildad / “Bill” 



Friend #3: Bildad / “Bill” 
 
 
“People are uLerly depraved.” 
 



Friend #3: Bildad / “Bill” 
People are uLerly depraved. 
Job 25:1, 4-6 ERV 
1 Then Bildad from Shuah answered: 
4 “How can anyone claim to be right before God? 
    No human being can really be pure. 
5 In God’s eyes even the moon is not pure and 
bright; 
    even the stars are not pure. 
6 People are much less pure. 
    They are like maggots, as worthless as worms!” 



Friend #3: Bildad / “Bill” 
People are uLerly depraved. 
 

"That's True, To A Certain Extent“ 
 
 



Friend #3: Bildad / “Bill” 
People are uLerly depraved. 
 

"That's True, To A Certain Extent“ 
 

Bill’s problem:  
Job’s suffering doesn’t fit! 

 



Friend #3: Bildad / “Bill” 
People are uLerly depraved. 
 

Bill’s problem:  
Job’s suffering doesn’t fit! 

 
(a) Job is not suffering consequences 

from depravity. 
 



Job 1:8 ERV 
 

8 Then the LORD said …  
“Have you no?ced my servant Job?  
There is no one on earth like him.  
He is a good, faithful man.  
He respects God and refuses to do evil.” 



Friend #3: Bildad / “Bill” 
People are uLerly depraved. 
 

Bill’s problem:  
 

(b) That isn’t always true! 

 



Friend #3: Bildad / “Bill” 
People are uLerly depraved. 
 

Bill’s problem:  
 

(b) That isn’t always true! 

People are made in God's image. 



Genesis 1:27 ERV 
27 So God created humans in his own image.  
He created them to be like himself.  
He created them male and female.  
 



Friend #3: Bildad / “Bill” 
 

Both can be true! 
 

People are uPerly depraved. 
& 

People are made in God's image. 



Friend #4: Elihu / “Lee” 



Friend #4: Elihu / “Lee” 
 
 
“God is trying to get your aPenSon.” 



Friend #4: Elihu / “Lee” 
God is trying to get your aPenSon. 
Job 32:6; 33:17-18  ERV 
6 So here’s what Elihu son of Barakel the Buzite said: 
17 “God warns people to stop them from doing wrong 
    and to keep them from becoming proud. 
18 He does this to save them from death. 
    He wants to keep them from being destroyed.” 



Friend #4: Elihu / “Lee” 
God is trying to get your aPenSon. 

 
"That's True, To A Certain Extent“ 

 
 



Friend #4: Elihu / “Lee” 
God is trying to get your aPenSon. 

 
"That's True, To A Certain Extent“ 

 
Lee’s problem:  

(a) Job’s suffering doesn’t fit! 
 

 



Friend #4: Elihu / “Lee” 
God is trying to get your aPenSon. 

 
Lee’s problem:  

(a) Job’s suffering doesn’t fit! 
 

Job is not receiving a warning 
to “stop him from doing wrong.” 

 
 



Job 1:8 ERV 
 

8 Then the LORD said … 
“Have you no?ced my servant Job?  
There is no one on earth like him.  
He is a good, faithful man.  
He respects God and refuses to do evil.” 



Friend #4: Elihu / “Lee” 
God is trying to get your aPenSon. 

 
"That's True, To A Certain Extent“ 

 
Lee’s problem:  

(b) God is ALWAYS trying to get our aPenSon! 
… in all kinds of ways 

 



Romans 1:20 ERV 
20 his eternal power and all that makes him God 
…  since the beginning of the world,  
those things have been easy  
for people to understand.  
They are made clear in what God has made.  
So people have no excuse for the evil they do. 
  
 



Psalm 19:20 ERV 
1 The heavens tell about the glory of God. 
    The skies announce what his hands have made. 
2 Each new day tells more of the story, 
  and each night reveals more and more about God’s 
power. 
3 You cannot hear them say anything. 
    They don’t make any sound we can hear. 
4 But their message goes throughout the world. 
    Their teaching reaches the ends of the earth.  
 



Job 32:1,4-6  ERV 
1 Then the LORD spoke to Job … 
4 “Where were you when I made the earth? 
    If you are so smart, answer me. 
5 And who decided how big the earth should be? 
    Who measured it with a measuring line? 
6 What is the earth res?ng on?” 
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What Keeps You from It? 
 

Your friends! 

 



What Keeps You from It? 
 

(1)  The Evil One 

 



Job 2:7 ERV 
 

7 So Satan … gave Job  
painful sores all over his body,  
from the boLom of his feet  
to the top of his head. 



Ephesians 6:12-13a  ERV 
12 Our fight is not against people on earth.  
We are figh?ng against  
the rulers and authori?es and the powers  
of this world’s darkness.  
We are figh?ng against the spiritual powers of 
evil in the heavenly places.  
13 That is why you need to get God’s full armor. 



What Keeps You from It? 
 

(1)  The Evil One 

 



What Keeps You from It? 
 

(1)  The Evil One 

(2)  Your friends 
 



What Keeps You from It? 
 

(1)  The Evil One 

(2)  Your friends 

(3)  Your aqtude about God 
 



This week’s “take away” list! 

 
(1) Consider your friends: 

are they what is keeping you from it?! 
 

 



Friends to have: 



Friends to have: 

+ to bring out the best 
 
     



Friends to have: 

+ to bring out the best 
 
    + to help you grow in the Lord 
 



Friends to have: 

+ to bring out the best 
 
    + to help you grow in the Lord 
 
        + to tell you the truth 
 
             



Friends to have: 

+ to bring out the best 
 
    + to help you grow in the Lord 
 
        + to tell you the truth 
 
            + who are where you want to go 



This week’s “take away” list! 

 
(1) Consider your friends: 

are they what is keeping you from it?! 
 

 



This week’s “take away” list! 

(2) Like Job,  
and unlike his friends, 

talk to God,  
and not just about God?! 

 
 



Job 17:3-4  ERV 
 

3 “God, give me some support. 
    No one else will! 
4 You have closed my friends’ minds, 
    and they don’t understand. 
    Please don’t let them win." 
 



Job 7:7,16  ERV 
7 “God, remember, my life is like a breath. 
    I will not get a second chance to enjoy it. 
16 I hate my life—I give up. 
    I don’t want to live forever. 
Leave me alone! 
    My life means nothing.” 



Job 10:18  ERV 
 

18 “So why did you let me be born? 
    I wish I had died before anyone saw me.” 



Job 7:17  ERV 
 
 

17 “God, why are people so important to you? 
    Why do you even no?ce them?” 



Job 13:20-22  ERV 
20 “God, just give me two things, 
    and then I will not hide from you: 
21 Stop punishing me, 
    and don’t frighten me with your terrors. 
22 Then call to me, and I will answer you. 
    Or let me speak, and you answer me.” 



This week’s “take away” list! 

(2) Like Job,  
and unlike his friends, 

talk to God,  
and not just about God?! 

 
 



This week’s “take away” list! 

 
(3) As a friend,  

silence can be golden! 
 

 



(3) As a friend, silence can be golden! 
 

a.   See if it fits before you say it 

 



Friend #1: Eliphaz / “Eli“ 
“Suffering is good for you.” 
 
Friend #2: Zophar / “Farley” 
“What goes around comes around.” 
 
Friend #3: Bildad / “Bill” 
“People are uPerly depraved.” 
 
Friend #4: Elihu / “Lee” 
“God is trying to get your aPenSon.” 



 
A piece of advice for us:  

 
don’t just spout stuff that’s true someSmes; 
make it custom fit the person you are talking 

to! 
 



(3) As a friend, silence can be golden! 
 

a.   See if it fits before you say it 

b.   If you don’t know what to say, 
stay silent! 

 
 



(3) As a friend, silence can be golden! 
 

a.   See if it fits before you say it 

b.   If you don’t know what to say, 
stay silent! 

 
c. Presence is your greatest gis 

 



Job 2:13  ERV 
 

13 They sat on the ground with Job  
for 7 days and 7 nights.  
They didn’t say a word,  
because they saw he was in so much pain. 
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