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John 20:24-29  NIV 
 
25  … But he said to them,  
“Unless I see  
the nail marks in his hands  
and put my finger  
where the nails were,  
and put my hand into his side,  
I will not believe.” 



Luke 24:9-11  NIV 
9 When [the women]  
came back from the tomb,  
they told all these things to  
the Eleven and to all the others.  
11 But they did not believe the women, 
because their words seemed to them 
like nonsense. 



Mark 16:12-13  NIV 
 
12 Afterward Jesus appeared  
in a different form to two of them  
while they were walking in the country.  
13 These returned and  
reported it to the rest;  
but they did not believe them either. 



Matthew 28:16-17  NIV 
16 Now the eleven disciples  
went to Galilee, to the mountain  
to which Jesus had directed them. 
17 And when they saw him  
they worshiped him,  
but some doubted. 



So you don’t believe 
that Jesus rose from the dead? 

 

You are in good company! 
Take a number, have a seat,  

and wait your turn! 
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John 20:24-29  NIV 
24  Now Thomas  
(also known as Didymus),  
one of the Twelve,  
was not with the disciples  
when Jesus came.  
25 So the other disciples told him, 
“We have seen the Lord!” 



John 20:24-29  NIV 
 
25  … But he said to them,  
“Unless I see  
the nail marks in his hands  
and put my finger  
where the nails were,  
and put my hand into his side,  
I will not believe.” 



John 20:24-29  NIV 
26 A week later his disciples  
were in the house again,  
and Thomas was with them. 
Though the doors were locked, 
Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you!” 



John 20:24-29  NIV 
 
27 Then he said to Thomas,  
“Put your finger here; see my hands. 
Reach out your hand  
and put it into my side.  
Stop doubting and believe.” 
28 Thomas said to him,  
“My Lord and my God!” 



John 20:24-29  NIV 
29 Then Jesus told him,  
“Because you have seen me,  
you have believed;  
blessed are those  
who have not seen  
and yet have believed.” 
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John 20:24-29  NIV 
 
25  … But he said to them,  
“Unless I see  
the nail marks in his hands  
and put my finger  
where the nails were,  
and put my hand into his side,  
I will not believe.” 



Jesus does NOT say to Thomas, 
 
“O ye of little faith!”  
 
like he did to The Twelve 
 
in Matthew 8:26 



Jesus does NOT say to Thomas, 
 
“You unbelieving generation … 
how long shall I put up with you?” 
 
like he does to his disciples 
 
in Luke 9:41 



 
Jesus does NOT say to Thomas, 
 
“Why does this generation  
ask for a sign? Truly I tell you,  
no sign will be given to it.” 
 
like he does in Mark 8:12 



Jesus does NOT say to Thomas, 
 

“Get behind me, Satan!  
You are a stumbling block to me; 
you do not have in mind  
the concerns of God,  
but merely human concerns.” 
 

like he does to Peter 
in Matthew 16:23 



John 20:24-29  NIV 
27 Then he said to Thomas,  
“Put your finger here;  
see my hands.  
Reach out your hand  
and put it into my side.  
Stop doubting and believe.” 
28 Thomas said to him,  
“My Lord and my God!” 



 
 

The risen Jesus 
overthrows our doubts! 
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The risen Jesus… 
… overthrows our fears! 



 
The risen Jesus… 
… overthrows our fears! 
    …overthrows our doubts! 
         



 
The risen Jesus… 
…overthrows our fears! 
   …overthrows our doubts! 
       …overthrows our failures! 



Doubts! 
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Directions for Doubters: #1 

 
“Question 

    __________.” 



Directions for Doubters: #1 

 
“Question 

    everything.” 



 
“The unexamined life  
is not worth living.” 

 
-- Socrates, in Plato’s Apology 



Matthew 7:7  NIV 
7 “Ask and it will be given to you; 
seek and you will find;  
knock and the door  
will be opened to you.” 



Psalm 8:4  NLT 

2 What are mere mortals  
that you should think about them? 
Human beings  
that you should care for them? 



Questioning everything 
causes an uprising,  

overthrowing things  
that rule us  

other than God! 



Directions for Doubters: #2 

Make sure that  
there is a “Quest” 

for your “Questions”! 



“A quest is  
an adventurous journey 

undergone by the main character 
… [who] usually meets with and 
overcomes a series of obstacles, 

returning in the end with  
the benefits of knowledge  

and experience from his quest.” 
-- Mark Flanagan, blogger, editor, and reviewer 



Matthew 7:7  NIV 
7 “Ask and it will be given to you; 
seek and you will find;  
knock and the door  
will be opened to you.” 



Matthew 7:8  NIV 

8 “For everyone who asks receives; 
the one who seeks finds;  
and to the one who knocks,  
the door will be opened.” 



Questing 
causes an uprising,  

overthrowing things  
that rule us  

other than God! 



Directions for Doubters: #3 

Learn to live 
with paradox, 
a.k.a. mystery 



Paradox = 
a statement or proposition, ...        
a situation, person, or thing       
that combines contradictory 
features or qualities 
 



Everyday paradoxes: 

 



Everyday paradoxes: 

“The more you know, the more        
you know that you don’t know!” 

 

 



Everyday paradoxes: 

“The more you know, the more        
you know that you don’t know!” 

 

“The only thing that is constant          
is change! 

 

 



Everyday paradoxes: 
“The more you know, the more        
you know that you don’t know!” 
 
“The only thing that is constant          
is change! 
 
“The more you try to impress others, 
the less impressed they’ll be.” 
 



Scientific paradoxes: 
 

The Duality of Light 

 

= light behaves as both  

particles and waves 

 



 

Bible paradoxes: 

 

Matthew 20:16  

“So the last will be first,                               
and the first will be last.” 
 

 



 

Bible paradoxes: 
 

Matthew 5:11  

“Blessed are you when people insult you, 
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of 
evil against you because of me. 

 



Bible paradoxes: 

John 19:30 

30 … Jesus said, “It is finished.”  With that, 
he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
33 … they came to Jesus and found that he 
was already dead, they did not break his 
legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced 
Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden 
flow of blood and water. 



Bible paradoxes: 

John 20:26 
26 A week later his disciples  
were in the house again,  
and Thomas was with them. 
Though the doors were locked, 
Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you!” 







“I pursue him 
 

-- the Nazarene – 
 

to ferret the truth” 

-- Clavius Aquila Valerius Niger, “Risen” 



When scientists arrive at  
an irrefutable paradox,  

they do not give up;  
they do not say, for instance, 

“I don’t believe in light!” 
 

Rather, they live with it,  
they continue believing in light, 

and they go deeper.” 



Questioners on a quest 
facing an irrefutable paradox,  

do not give up;  
they do not say, for instance, 

“I don’t believe in resurrection!” 
 

Rather, they live with it,  
explore it and go deeper 

and can choose to believe it.” 



Living with God’s mysteries 
causes an uprising,  

overthrowing things  
that rule us  

other than God! 



 
 

The risen Jesus  
overthrows our doubts! 
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Ephesians 1:18-20 NIV 

18 I pray that the eyes of your 
heart may be enlightened  
in order that you may know … 
19 his incomparably great power 
for us who believe. 



Ephesians 1:18-20 NIV 

19 … That power is the same  
as the mighty strength  
20 he exerted when  
he raised Christ from the dead 
and seated him at his right hand 
in the heavenly realms 



Praying Ephesians 1:18-20 

18 I pray that the eyes of my heart 
may be enlightened  
in order that I may know … 
19 Your incomparably great power 
for us who believe. 



Praying Ephesians 1:18-20 

19 … the power that is the same  
as the mighty strength 
20 You exerted when  
You raised Christ from the dead 
and seated Him at Your  
right hand in the heavenly realms. 
 



 
The power of the risen Jesus… 
… overthrows our fears! 



 
The power of the risen Jesus… 
… overthrows our fears! 
    … overthrows our doubts! 
         



 
The power of the risen Jesus… 
… overthrows our fears! 
   … overthrows our doubts! 
       … overthrows our failures! 



Ephesians 1:18-20 NIV 

18 I pray that the eyes of your 
heart may be enlightened  
in order that you may know … 
19 his incomparably great power 
for us who believe. 
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