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2 Samuel 15:1-30 [edited] NIV 
 

1 In the course of .me,  
Absalom provided himself  
with a chariot and horses and  
with fi;y men to run ahead of him. 
 



2 Samuel 15:1-30 [edited] NIV 
5 Also, whenever anyone approached  
him to bow down before him,  
Absalom would reach out his hand,  
take hold of him and kiss him. 
6 Absalom behaved in this way 
toward all the Israelites …  
and so he stole the hearts  
of the people of Israel. 



2 Samuel 15:1-30 [edited] NIV 
 

10 Then Absalom sent  
secret messengers throughout  
the tribes of Israel to say,  
“As soon as you hear  
the sound of the trumpets,  
then say, ‘Absalom is king in 
Hebron.’”  
 



2 Samuel 15:1-30 [edited] NIV 
11 200 men from Jerusalem  
had accompanied Absalom.  
They had been invited as guests  
and went quite innocently,  
knowing nothing about the maMer.  
12 … And so the conspiracy gained 
strength, and Absalom’s following 
kept on increasing. 
 



2 Samuel 15:1-30 [edited] NIV 
 

13 A messenger came and told David,  
“The hearts of the people of Israel 
are with Absalom.” 
14 Then David said to all his officials  
who were with him in Jerusalem,  
“Come! We must flee, or none of us 
will escape from Absalom.  



2 Samuel 15:1-30 [edited] NIV 
14 We must leave immediately, or he 
will move quickly to overtake us  
and bring ruin on us  
and put the city to the sword.” 
17 So the king set out,  
with all the people following him,  
and they halted at the edge of the city.  
18 All his men marched past him ... 



2 Samuel 15:1-30 [edited] NIV 
 

23 The whole countryside  
wept aloud as all the people  
passed by. The king also crossed  
the Kidron Valley,  
and all the people moved on  
toward the wilderness. 
 



2 Samuel 15:1-30 [edited] NIV 
30 But David con.nued  
up the Mount of Olives,  
weeping as he went;  
his head was covered  
and he was barefoot.  
All the people with him  
covered their heads too  
and were weeping as they went up. 
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Absalom 
… Let’s call him “Abs”: 
 

2 Samuel 14:25 NIV : In all Israel there 
was not a man so highly praised for his 
handsome appearance as Absalom. 
From the top of his head  
to the sole of his foot  
there was no blemish in him.  



Absalom 
 
… is double royalty: 
 
2 Samuel 3:3 
… Absalom, the son of Maakah, 
daughter of Talmai king of Geshur 



Absalom 

… gets lost in David’s busy life: 
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Absalom 
… gets lost in David’s busy life: 
 

+ Absalom is the 3rd of 6 sons,  
each with a different mother,  
all born in Hebron; 
 

+ plus 13 more sons in Jerusalem; 
 

+ “all these besides his sons born to 
     his concubines”= 1 Chronicles 3:9 



Absalom 

… gets lost in David’s busy life: 
 
2 Samuel 3:1  NIV 
The war between the house of Saul 
and the house of David  
lasted a long .me.  
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… is 2nd only to one other son 
in his importance in coverage by 
the Bible. 
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Absalom 
… is 2nd only to one other son 
in his importance in coverage by 
the Bible. 
 

+ Absalom is a central character in 
2 Samuel, chapters 13 thru 18 (or 19) 
 
+ the 1st in coverage is Solomon. 
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Absalom 
… gets caught up in  
an intense family drama: 
 

+ his princess sister is raped by  
   an older brother; 
+ he plots and murders that brother 
   in front of all his other brothers; 
+ he flees to his royal grandfather; 
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Absalom 
… gets caught up in  
an intense family drama: 
 

+ a;er 3 years in exile, father David  
   allows him back into Jerusalem for 
   “the king’s heart longed for  
    Absalom” (2 Samuel 14:1 NIV) 
+ though … David refuses to see him! 



Absalom 
… gets caught up in  
an intense family drama: 
 

+ father and son make-up in 2 years . 
   Abs “bowed down with his face  
   to the ground before the king.  
   And the king kissed Absalom.”    
   (2 Samuel 14:33 NIV) 



Absalom 
… gets caught up in  
an intense family drama: 
 

+ from then on,  
   Absalom methodically works  
   to overthrow his father David 
   and to have himself crowned 
   King of Israel. 



2 Samuel 15:1  NIV 
 

1 In the course of .me,  
Absalom provided himself  
with a chariot and horses and  
with fi;y men to run ahead of him. 
 



2 Samuel 15:5-6  NIV 
5 Also, whenever anyone approached  
him to bow down before him,  
Absalom would reach out his hand,  
take hold of him, and kiss him. 
6 Absalom behaved in this way 
toward all the Israelites …  
and so he stole the hearts  
of the people of Israel. 



2 Samuel 15:11  NIV 
11 200 men from Jerusalem  
had accompanied Absalom.  
They had been invited as guests  
and went quite innocently,  
knowing nothing about the maMer.  
 



2 Samuel 15:12  NIV 
 
 

12 … And so  
the conspiracy gained strength,  
and Absalom’s following 
kept on increasing. 
 



2 Samuel 15:14  NIV 
 

14 Then David said …  
“Come! We must flee,  
or none of us 
will escape from Absalom.”  



2 Samuel 15:17,23  NIV 
 
 

17 So the king set out ... 
23 and all the people moved on  
toward the wilderness. 
 



2 Samuel 15:18  NIV 
 
 
 

18 All his men marched past him ... 



2 Samuel 16:15  NIV 
 

15 Meanwhile, Absalom  
and all the men of Israel  
came to Jerusalem 



2 Samuel 16:22 NIV 
22 So they pitched a tent  
for Absalom on the roof,  
and he slept with  
his father’s concubines  
in the sight of all Israel. 



2 Samuel   NIV 
1726 The Israelites and Absalom  
camped in the land of Gilead. 
 
181 David mustered the men who 
were with him and appointed over 
them commanders of thousands 
and commanders of hundreds. 



2 Samuel 18:5 NIV 
5 The king commanded  
Joab, Abishai and IMai,  
“Be gentle with the young man 
Absalom for my sake.”  
And all the troops heard the king 
giving orders concerning Absalom 
to each of the commanders. 



2 Samuel 18:6-7 NIV 
 
6 David’s army marched  
out of the city to fight Israel,  
and the baMle took place  
in the forest of Ephraim.  
7 There Israel’s troops were routed 
by David’s men … 



2 Samuel 18:9-10  NIV 
9 Now ...was riding his mule,  
and as the mule went under  
the thick branches of a large oak,  
Absalom’s hair got caught in the tree. 
He was le; hanging in midair, while  
the mule he was riding kept on going. 
10 When one of the men saw what  
had happened, he told Joab … 



2 Samuel 18:14  NIV 
 

14 Joab…took  
three javelins in his hand 
and plunged them  
into Absalom’s heart  
while Absalom was s.ll alive  
in the oak tree. 



2 Samuel 18:32-33  NIV 
32 The king asked … 
“Is the young man Absalom safe?”  
The Cushite replied ….  
33 The king was shaken.   
… As he went, he said:  
“O my son Absalom!  
My son, my son Absalom!  
If only I had died instead of you— 
O Absalom, my son, my son!”  



2 Samuel 19:2  NIV 
 

2 And for the whole army  
the victory that day  
was turned into mourning,  
because on that day  
the troops heard it said,  
“The king is grieving for his son.” 



2 Samuel 19:4  NIV 
4 The king covered his face  
and cried aloud,  
“O my son Absalom!  
O Absalom,  
my son,  
my son!” 
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Point #1: 

 
David was not  
a model father 



Point #2: 

The kings as a group  
were building  
their kingdoms 
instead of their sons. 



Point #3: 

The kings in the Bible  
can s.ll teach  
us vivid lessons about  
what children need  
in a parent. 



Point #4: 

The kings in the Bible  
didn’t do it,  
but God can use  
their stories  
so that we will build 
our children. 



Point #5: 

 
To have quality .me, 
you have to have 
a quan.ty of .me! 



Point #6: 

Repent and recover  
when you realize that  
you have goMen distracted. 



An example of  
repentance  

and  
recovery 



Point #7: 

 
We can do this, 
God being our source  
of guidance and strength! 



Point #8: 

 
We have no higher calling! 



Let us pray: 
Open our children’s eyes, Lord, so that 
they can see the light of the gospel.  
Turn them from darkness to light,  
and from the powers of  
sin, the world, and the devil, so that they 
may receive forgiveness of sins  
and a place among those who  
are sanc.fied by faith in Christ. Amen! 
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