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LUKE 15:11-32 NIV 

11 Jesus continued:  
“there was a man who had two sons. 
12 the younger one said to his father, 
‘Father, give me  
my share of the estate.’  
So he divided his property  
between them. 



LUKE 15:11-32 NIV 

 

13 “Not long after that, 
the younger son got together  
all he had,  
set off for a distant country  
and there squandered his wealth  
in wild living.  



LUKE 15:11-32 NIV 

14 After he had spent everything, 
there was a severe famine  
in that whole country,  
and he began to be in need.  
15 So he went and hired himself out 
to a citizen of that country, who  
sent him to his fields to feed pigs.  



LUKE 15:11-32 NIV 

16 He longed to fill his stomach with 
the pods that the pigs were eating, 
but no one gave him anything.  
17 “When he came to his senses,  
he said, ‘How many of my father’s 
hired servants have food to spare, 
and here I am starving to death! 



LUKE 15:11-32 NIV 

18 I will set out and  
go back to my father and say to him: 
Father, I have sinned  
against heaven and against you.  
19 I am no longer worthy  
to be called your son; make me like  
one of your hired servants.’ 



LUKE 15:11-32 NIV 

20 So he got up  
and went to his father.  
But while he was still a long way off, 
his father saw him and was  
filled with compassion for him;  
he ran to his son, threw his arms 
around him and kissed him.  



LUKE 15:11-32 NIV 

 

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father,  
I have sinned against heaven  
and against you.  
I am no longer worthy  
to be called your son.’ 



LUKE 15:11-32 NIV 

22 “But the father  
said to his servants, ‘Quick!  
Bring the best robe and put it on him. 
Put a ring on his finger  
and sandals on his feet.  



LUKE 15:11-32 NIV 

 

23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. 
Let’s have a feast and celebrate.  
24 For this son of mine was dead  
and is alive again;  
he was lost and is found.’  
So they began to celebrate. 



LUKE 15:11-32 NIV 

25 “Meanwhile, the older son  
was in the field.  
When he came near the house,  
he heard music and dancing.  
26 so he called one of the servants 
and asked him what was going on.  



LUKE 15:11-32 NIV 

27 ‘Your brother has come,’  
he replied, ‘and your father  
has killed the fattened calf because 
 he has him back safe and sound.’  
28 “The older brother became angry  
and refused to go in. So his father 
went out and pleaded with him. 



LUKE 15:11-32 NIV 

29 But he answered his father,  
‘look! All these years  
I’ve been slaving for you  
and never disobeyed your orders.  
Yet you never gave me  
even a young goat  
so I could celebrate with my friends.  



LUKE 15:11-32 NIV 

 

30 But when this son of yours  
who has squandered your property  
with prostitutes comes home,  
you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 



LUKE 15:11-32 NIV 

 
 

31 ‘My son,’ the father said,  
‘you are always with me,  
and everything I have is yours.  



LUKE 15:11-32 NIV 

32 But we had to celebrate  
and be glad, 
because this brother of yours  
was dead and is alive again;  
he was lost and is found.’” 
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Matthew 6:11-15 NIV 

11 Give us today our daily bread. 
12 And forgive us our debts, 
    as we forgive our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation  
    but deliver us from evil. 
14 For if you forgive other people  
when they sin against you, 
your Heavenly Father will also forgive you.  
15 But if you do not forgive others their sins,  
your Father will not forgive your sins 
 



BOOK  DATE  MT6:12  LK 11:4  
 KJV    1611   DEBTS  SINS/INDEBTED     
RV   1885   DEBTS  SINS/INDEBTED   
ASV   1901   DEBTS  SINS/INDEBTED   
RSV   1952   DEBTS  SINS/INDEBTED   
ESV   1971   DEBTS  SINS/INDEBTED  
NASB   1962 NT  DEBTS  SINS/INDEBTED   
NIV   1978   DEBTS  SINS/SINS 
TLB   1971   SIN/SINS  SINS/SINS 
NLT   1996   SIN/SINS  SINS/SINS   
BCP   1549   TRESPASS  TRESPASS 
UMH   1932   TRESPASS  TRESPASS 



BOOK  DATE  MT6:14-15   
 KJV    1611   TRESPASS   
RV   1885   TRESPASS 
ASV   1901   TRESPASS 
RSV   1952   TRESPASS 
ESV   1971   TRESPASS 
NASB   1962 NT  TRANSGRESSIONS 
NIV   1978   SIN 
TLB   1971   SIN 
NLT   1996   SIN   
BCP   1549   TRESPASS 
UMH   1932   TRESPASS 



Summary 
•  If we pray about “debts” and “debtors” we simply follow 

Matthew’s version of the Lord’s Prayer. 

•  If we pray about “trespasses” we follow Matthew’s 
framework for the prayer, with a term based on that used 
by Luke for our transgressions against God, apparently using 
the same term regarding our transgressions against each 
other. 

•  If we pray about “sins” we follow Matthew’s framework for 
the prayer, with Luke’s explicit term for our transgressions 
against God, apparently using the same term regarding our 
transgressions against each other. 



BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER (1549): 

Oure Father, whiche arte in heaven,  
hallowed by thy name.  
Thy kyngdom come.  
Thy wyll be done in earth as it is in heaven.  
Geve us this daye oure dayly bread.  
And forgeve us oure trespasses,  
As we forgeve them that trespasse agaynst us.  
And leade us not into temptacion.  
But deliver us from evell. Amen.  



EXAMPLES OF FORGIVENESS  
IN NEW TESTAMENT 

LUKE 6:37 NLT 
7 “Do not judge others, and you will not be judged.  
Do not condemn others, or it will all come back against you.  
Forgive others, and you will be forgiven.  
 
MATTHEW 6:14-15 NLT 
14 “If you forgive those who sin against you,  
your heavenly Father will forgive you. 15 But if you refuse  
to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins. 
 
EPHESIANS 4:32 NLT   
2 Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted,  
forgiving one another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you. 



OUR ENVIRONMENT TODAY 

•  Quick to sue 
•  Various sayings we hear 
•  •  I’m going to make them pay 
•  •  My daughter was raped…how do you forgive that 
•  •  My brother took his life..how do you forgive what he  

  did to his teenage children, wife and family 
•  •  I was sexually abused 
•  •  I was sexually assaulted in the workplace 
•  •  They lied about me …over and over 
•  •  They deserve to suffer like they made me suffer 



UNDERSTANDING WHAT 
FORGIVENESS DOES NOT MEAN 

•  Approving of what someone else did 
•  Pretending the sin never happened 
•  Making excuses for other people’s  

  behavior 
•  Overlooking abuse 
•  Restoring the relationship 
•  Becoming friends again 
•  Or even telling the person you have  

  forgiven them  



“All I could do was ask God for help. When I did that, the 
strangest thing that ever happened in my life occurred. I 
felt a warm glow flow over me. It lasted only a couple 
seconds, but when it left, all the desire for revenge, all the 
hatred disappeared,” he said. “I couldn’t figure out why 
God would do that.” 
Police soon broke the news that his son was suspected of 
arranging the shootings. The need for forgiveness became 
suddenly clear, he said. 



Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, 
 “Lord, how many times  
shall I forgive my brother or sister  
who sins against me? Up to 7 times?” 
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you,  
not 7 times, but 77 times.” 



FORGIVENESS 

•  Can be a long process 
•  Is not dependent upon confession. 
•  Does not require an agreed version  

  of the past.   
•  Means letting go of my natural right  

  to revenge.  
•  Does not mean forgetting. 



FORGIVENESS (continued) 

•  Means not bringing it up again 
•  Does not mean excusing  

  the behavior of the other person.  
•  Is easier when we rest  

  in God’s providence. 
•  Does not always mean re-trusting.  
•  Is incomplete until love replaces anger 



•  Forgiveness is not an optional part of Christian life 
 
•  Forgive from the heart first  
 
•  Experience the joy that comes from forgiveness 
 
•  You are never more like Jesus than when you forgive.   
And you will never experience the freedom  
that comes with forgiveness until you forgive. 
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