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Recall the names  

of the people involved  
in the story  

of Jesus’ birth. 
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Story” 

(1) Jesus! 
  (2) Joseph & Mary 
    (3) Innkeeper & Shepherds 
      (4) Wisemen 
        (5) Zechariah & Elizabeth 
          (6) Simeon & Anna 
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Luke 2:1-5  God’s Word 
1 At that Ome  
the Emperor Augustus  
ordered a census  
of the Roman Empire. 
2 This was the first census  
taken while Quirinius  
was governor of Syria. 
 
 
 



Luke 2:1-5  God’s Word 
 

3 All the people went  
to register in the ciOes where  
their ancestors had lived. 
4 So Joseph went from Nazareth,  
a city in Galilee,  
to a Judean city called Bethlehem.  
 
 
 



Luke 2:1-5  God’s Word 
4 Joseph,  
a descendant of King David,  
went to Bethlehem because  
David had been born there.  
5 Joseph went there  
to register with Mary.  
She had been promised to him in  
marriage and was pregnant. 
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Luke 2:1  God’s Word 
1 At that Ome  
the Emperor Augustus  
ordered a census  
of the Roman Empire. 
 
 
 



Luke 2:2  God’s Word 
 

2 This was the first census  
taken while Quirinius  
was governor of Syria. 
 
 
 



Luke 2:4  God’s Word 
4 So Joseph went from Nazareth,  
a city in Galilee,  
to a Judean city called Bethlehem. 
Joseph, a descendant of King David,  
went to Bethlehem because  
David had been born there.  
 
 
 



Luke 2:5  God’s Word 
 
 
 5 Joseph went there  
to register with Mary.  
She had been promised to him in  
marriage and was pregnant. 



Luke 2:6-7  God’s Word 
6 While they were in Bethlehem,  
the Ome came for Mary  
to have her child. 
7 She gave birth to her firstborn son. 
She wrapped him in strips of cloth 
and laid him in a manger  
because there wasn’t any room  
for them in the inn. 
 
 



“People in Birth 
Story” 

(1) Augustus 
  (2) Quirinius 
    (3) Joseph   
      (4) Mary 
        (5) child / son 

 



Who is it that is 
 remembered now? 

 
 



Who is it that is 
 remembered now? 

 
Who is it  

that sOll has a following 
 2,000 years later?! 

 







“One of the central characterisOcs  
of Jesus’ teaching  

about the kingdom life  
is someOmes called  

‘The Great Inversion’:  
the first shall be last;  

the least shall be greatest;  
those who give up their life  

will receive it.” 
 

-- John Ortberg, “Who Is This Child?” 



“Strange reversal.  
Men who wear purple robes and 
glidering crowns and gaudy Otles  

begin to look ridiculous  
… and yet the figure  

of the child born in a manger 
 seems only to grow in stature.” 

 
-- John Ortberg, “Who Is This Child?” 



Philippians 2:6-11  God’s Word 
6 Although he was in the form of God 
and equal with God, 
he did not take advantage of this 
equality. 
7 Instead, he empOed himself  
by taking on the form of a servant, 
by becoming like other humans, 
by having a human appearance. 
 
 



Philippians 2:6-11  God’s Word 
 

8 He humbled himself  
by becoming obedient  
to the point of death, death on a cross. 
9 This is why God has given him  
an excepOonal honor— 
the name honored above all other names 
 
 



Philippians 2:6-11  God’s Word 
 
 

10  so that at the name of Jesus 
everyone in heaven, on earth, 
and in the world below  
will kneel 11 and confess  
that Jesus Christ is Lord 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 
 



Revelation 19:11-13,16  God’s 
Word 
11 I saw heaven standing open.  
There was a white horse, and its rider 
is named Faithful and True… 
12 On his head are many crowns.  
He has a name wriden on him,  
but only he knows what it is.  
13 …and his name is the Word of God. 
 



Revelation 19:11-13,16  God’s 
Word 
 

16 On his clothes and his thigh  
he has a name wriden:  
King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 



Luke 2:7  God’s Word 
 
 

7 … She wrapped him in strips of cloth 
and laid him in a manger  
because there wasn’t any room  
for them in the inn. 
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A very big  
and very personal  
set of quesOons: 



 
How will you and I  
be remembered? 



 
How will you and I  
be remembered? 

By whom?  



 
How will you and I  
be remembered? 

By whom?  
For what? 



 
How will you and I  
be remembered? 

By whom?  
For what? 

And for how long? 



 
 

Who is your king? 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 

Who is your king? 
 



The Wesley Covenant Prayer 
I am no longer my own, but thine. 

Put me to what thou wilt,  
rank me with whom thou wilt. 

Put me to doing,  
put me to suffering. 

Let me be employed for thee  
or laid aside for thee, 

exalted for thee  
or brought low for thee. 



The Wesley Covenant Prayer 

Let me be full,  
let me be empty. 

Let me have all things,  
let me have nothing. 

I freely and hearOly yield all things  
to thy pleasure and disposal. 



The Wesley Covenant Prayer 

And now,  
O glorious and blessed God,  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

thou art mine,  
and I am thine. 

So be it. 



The Wesley Covenant Prayer 

 
And the covenant which  

I have made on earth, 
let it be raOfied in heaven. 

 
Amen. 
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The Wesley Covenant Prayer 

 
And the covenant which  

I have made on earth, 
let it be raOfied in heaven. 

 
Amen. 
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