












 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“Land of Missed 
Opportunity” 

 
 



Num  13:1-2,  17-20 &  25-33 

The Lord now said to Moses, 
“Send men to explore the land 
of Canaan, the land I am giving 
to Israel.  Send one leader 
from each of the twelve 
ancestral tribes. 
 



Moses gave the men these 
instrucMons as he sent them 
out to explore the land:  “Go 
northward through the 
Negev into the hill country.  
See what the land is like and 
find out whether the people 
living there 



are strong or weak, few or 
many.  What kind of land do 
they live in?  Is it good or bad?  
Do their towns have walls or 
are they unprotected?  How is 
the soil?  Is it ferMle or poor?   



Are there many trees?  Enter 
the land boldly, and bring back 
samples of the crops you see.” 
AWer exploring the land for 
forty days, the men returned to 
Moses, 



Aaron, and the people of Israel 
at Kadesh in the wilderness of 
Paran.  They reported to the 
whole community what they 
had seen and showed them 
the fruit they had taken from 
the land. 



This was their report to 
Moses: “We arrived in the 
land you sent us to see, and 
it is indeed a magnificent 
country - a land flowing with 
milk and honey.  Here is 
some of its fruit as proof. 



But the people living there 
are powerful, and their ciMes 
and towns are forMfied and 
very large.  We also saw the 
descendants of Anak who are 
living there!  The Amalekites 



live in the Negev, and the 
Hi]tes, Jebusites, and 
Amorites live in the hill 
country.  The Canaanites live 
along the coast of the 
Mediterranean Sea and along 
the Jordan Valley.” 



But Caleb tried to encourage 
the people as they stood 
before Moses.  “Let’s go at 
once to take the land,” he 
said.  “We can certainly 
conquer it!” 
 



But the other men who had 
explored the land with him 
answered, “We can’t go up 
against them!  They are 
stronger than we are!”  So they 
spread discouraging reports 
about the land among the 



Israelites:  “The land we 
explored will swallow up any 
who go to live there.  All the 
people we saw were huge.  
We even saw giants there, the 
descendants of Anak.   



 
We felt like grasshoppers next 
to them, and that’s what we 
looked like to them.”   



 
1.  It was the Israelites 

idea to scout out the 
land. 



“I said to you: You have 
reached the hill country of 
the Amorites, which the 
Lord our God is giving us.  
See, the Lord your God has 
set the land before you.  Go 
up and take possession of it 
as 



Yahweh, the God of your 
fathers, has told you.  Do not 
be afraid or discouraged.  Then 
all of you approached me and 
said, ‘Let’s send men ahead of 
us, so that they may explore 
the land for us 



and bring us back a report 
about the route we should go 
up and the ciMes we will 
come to.’  The plan seemed 
good to me….” Deut 1:20-23 
                        



Too hard! 

I’m 
afraid! 

Just 
don’t 
want 
to! 





2.  The land had already 
been promised to the 
people. 

 
Ex 13:1 “...the land I am giving 
Israel…” 



“Behold, I have set the land 
before you; go in and take 
possession of the land which 
the Lord swore to your 
fathers,  



 
to Abraham, Isaac and to 
Jacob, to give to them and to 
their descendants aWer 
them.” 



3.  Neither the Lord nor 
Moses ever suggested 
that they wanted or 
needed a 
recommenda2on from 
the spies! 



“….is an exceedingly good 
land. If the Lord delights in 
us, then He will bring us into 
this land and give it to us, a 
land flowing with milk and 
honey.  Only do not rebel 
against the Lord,  



neither fear the people of the 
land, for they are bread for 
us.  Their defense and the 
shadow (of protecMon) is 
removed from over them, but 
the Lord is with us.  Fear 
them not.”  Deut 14:8-9 



1.  Spies saw the  
        
        Nega2ve instead of the    

    Posi2ve 





2.  Spies chose  
 
                 Doubt over Trust 



Samuel 5:24: 
 

“When you hear the sound of 
marching in the tops of the 
balsam trees, act decisively, for 
then the LORD will have 
marched out ahead of you to 
alack the camp of the 
PhilisMnes."   



3.  Spies chose 
 
               Despair over Hope 





Num 14:1-3 
 

Then the whole community 
began weeping aloud, and 
they cried all night. 2 Their 
voices rose in a great chorus of 
protest against Moses and 
Aaron.   



“If only we had died in 
Egypt, or even here in the 
wilderness!” they 
complained. 3 “Why is 
the LORD taking us to this 
country only to have us die 
in balle? 



Our wives and our lille ones 
will be carried off as plunder! 
Wouldn’t it be beler for us 
to return to Egypt?” 



Num 14:7-8 
 

They said to all the people of 
Israel, “The land we traveled 
through and explored is a 
wonderful land! 8 And if 
the LORD is pleased with us, he 
will bring us safely into that 
land 



and give it to us. It is a rich 
land flowing with milk and 
honey, and he will give it 
to us!” 



4.  Spies chose 
 
    Disobedience 

    over 
Obedience 



Num 14:4 
 
 Then they ploled among 
themselves, “Let’s choose 
a new leader and go back 
to Egypt!” 
 



5.  Spies chose 
 
               Fear over Faith 



Num 14:9 

 

“…Do not rebel against the LORD, 
and don’t be afraid of the people 
of the land. They are only 
helpless prey to us! They have 
no protecMon, but the LORD is 
with us! Don’t be afraid of 
them!” 



Num 14:11 

  
“…How long will these people 
reject me?  Will they never 
believe me, even aWer all the 
miraculous signs I have done 
among them?” 



1. PosiMve 
2. TrusMng 
3. Hopeful 
4. Obedient 
5. Faithful 

Goals 



Jeremiah 29:11  
    
“For I know the plans I have for 
you,” says the LORD. “They are 
plans for good and not for 
disaster, to give you a future 
and a hope.” 



Diakrisis 
 
 

 
Discernment 


