
SALINA SIMONS, LOCAL LAY SERVANT SPEAKER, 
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 



The following is said  
to have been posted  
on a church door in England; 
I believe something like it, 
should be posted  
on every church door: 



 
We extend a special welcome  
to those who are  
single, married, divorced, 
widowed, gay, confused,  
filthy rich, comfortable,  
or dirt poor.  



We extend a special welcome  
to those who are  
crying new-borns,  
skinny as a rake or  
could afford to lose a few pounds.  
You’re welcome if you are  
Old Lago, New Lago, Not Lago, or 
just passing by. 



We welcome you if  
you can sing like PavaroK or 
can’t carry a note in a bucket. 
You’re welcome here if  
you’re ‘just browsing,’  
just woke up,  
or just got out of prison.  



 
We don’t care  
if you’re more ChrisNan than 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
or haven’t been in church  
since liPle Jack’s christening. 



We extend a special welcome to 
those who are over 60  
but not grown up yet,  
and to teenagers who are 
growing up too fast.  
We welcome keep-fit moms, 
football dads, starving arNsts, 
tree-huggers, laPe-sippers, 
vegetarians, junk-food eaters. 



 
We welcome those who  
are in recovery or sNll addicted. 
‘We welcome you if  
you’re having problems or  
you’re down in the dumps or if  
you don’t like organized religion.  
We’ve been there too! 



If you blew all  
your money on the horses, 
you’re welcome here.  
We offer a welcome to those 
who think the earth is flat, 
‘work too hard,’  
don’t work,  
can’t spell,  



 
or because grandma is in town 
and she wanted to go to church. 
We welcome those who are 
inked, pierced or both.  



We offer a special welcome  
to those who could  
use a prayer right now,  
had religion shoved  
down your throat as a kid,  
or got lost on Lohmans and 
wound up here by mistake. 



 

We welcome tourists,  
seekers and doubters,  
bleeding hearts… and YOU!” 
Need a prayer? Let us know! 
We will pray for you! 
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•  STEP #1 
        Be sure to go outside your social circle 
•  STEP #2 
        Always look for witnesses 
•  STEP #3 
        Dispose of the evidence 
•  STEP #4 
        If you are found out… RUN! 
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11 One day, ager  
Moses had grown up,  
he went out to where  
his own people were  
and watched them  
at their hard labor.  
He saw an EgypNan  
beaNng a Hebrew,  
one of his own people.  
 

Exodus 2:11-15 



12 Looking this way and that 
and seeing no one,  
he killed the EgypNan  
and hid him in the sand.  
13 The next day he went out  
and saw two Hebrews fighNng. 
He asked the one in the wrong, 
“Why are you hiKng  
your fellow Hebrew?” 

Exodus 2:11-15 



 

14 The man said,  
“Who made you ruler  
and judge over us?  
Are you thinking of killing me  
as you killed the EgypNan?” 
Then Moses was afraid  
and thought, “What I did  
must have become known.” 

Exodus 2:11-15 



 
 

15 When Pharaoh heard of this, 
he tried to kill Moses,  
but Moses fled from Pharaoh 
and went to live in Midian, 
where he sat down by a well.  
 

Exodus 2:11-15 
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12 Looking this way and that 
and seeing no one,  
he killed the EgypNan  
and hid him in the sand.  
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13 The next day he went out  
and saw two Hebrews fighNng. 
He asked the one in the wrong, 
“Why are you hiKng  
your fellow Hebrew?” 

Exodus 2:13 



 

14 The man said,  
“Who made you ruler  
and judge over us?  
Are you thinking of killing me  
as you killed the EgypNan?” 
Then Moses was afraid  
and thought, “What I did  
must have become known.” 

Exodus 2:11-15 



 
 

15 When Pharaoh heard of this, 
he tried to kill Moses,  
but Moses fled from Pharaoh 
and went to live in Midian, 
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Dear God,  
I let you be  
in absolute control of my life .  
This keeps me stable  
even when it seems  
that things are not going  
as I had planned.  



I realize that Your plan  
is higher than my own,  
and you are always with me. 
God you are in charge  
of all that concerns me. 
I hold to this truth  
even in the midst of 
discouragement. 



 
I place myself and everything 
that concerns me in Your care. 
You are in charge of my life,  
and I relax. 
In faith I know that all is well. 
In Jesus Christ's name… Amen. 


