


Genesis 9:18-25 NIrV 
 
18 The sons of Noah  
who came out of the ark  
were Shem, Ham and Japheth.  
Ham was the father of Canaan.  
19 The people who  
were sca>ered over the earth  
came from Noah’s three sons 



Genesis 9:18-25 NIrV 
 
20 Noah was a man  
who farmed the land.  
He decided to plant a field that 
produced grapes for making wine.  
 



Genesis 9:18-25 NIrV 
  
21 When he drank some of the wine, 
it made him drunk.  
Then he lay down inside his tent 
without any clothes on.  
 



Genesis 9:18-25 NIrV 
 
22 Ham saw his father naked.  
Then Ham, the father of Canaan,  
went outside  
and told his two brothers.  
 



Genesis 9:18-25 NIrV 
  
23 But Shem and Japheth  
picked up a piece of clothing  
and laid it across their shoulders.  
Then they walked backward  
into the tent.  
They covered their father’s body.  
 



Genesis 9:18-25 NIrV 
 
23 …They turned their faces away 
because  they didn’t want to see 
their father naked. 
 



Genesis 9:18-25 NIrV 
  
24 Then Noah woke up  
from his sleep that was caused  
by the wine.  
He found out what  
his youngest son had done to him.  
 



Genesis 9:18-25 NIrV 
 
25 He said, “May a curse  
be put on Canaan! 
[Ham’s youngest son.] 
He will be the lowest of slaves  
to his brothers.” 
 





Genesis 9:18-25 NIrV 
  
21 When he drank some of the wine, 
it made him drunk.  
Then he lay down inside his tent 
without any clothes on.  
 





Genesis 6:9 NIrV 
 
9 Here is the story  
of Noah’s family line. 
Noah was a godly man.  
He was without blame among  
the people of his Tme.  
He walked faithfully with God. 



Genesis 6:9 NIrV 
  
 

9 … He was without blame  
among the people  
of his Tme.  



Genesis 6:11 NIrV 
  
11 The earth was  
very sinful in God’s eyes.  
It was full of people who did  
mean and harmful things.  



Genesis 6:12-13 NIrV 
 12 God saw how sinful  
the earth had become.  
All its people were living  
very sinful lives.  
13 So God said to Noah,  
“I am going to put an end 
 to everyone..."  



Genesis 6:9 NIrV 
  
 

9 … He was without blame  
among the people  
of his Tme.  



-- Rabbi Johannan Bar Nappaha   
    (Lived 180–279 AD) 
    Sanhedrin 108a 

"Noah was blameless  
only in his age,  
but in other ages  
he would not have been  
considered righteous." 







Q: What kind of people 
     does God recruit? 



A: Imperfect, flawed, 
     messy people! 

Q: What kind of people 
     does God recruit? 



Remember: 
Noah is  

already in the program, 
and still! 



Genesis 6:9 NIrV 
 
9 Here is the story  
of Noah’s family line. 
Noah was a godly man.  
He was without blame among  
the people of his Tme.  
He walked faithfully with God. 



Genesis 8:14-16 NIrV 
  
14 …the earth was completely dry. 
15 Then God said to Noah,  
16 “Come out of the ark…” 
20 Then Noah built an altar  
    to honor the Lord. 



Genesis 9  NIrV 
  
1 Then God blessed  
  Noah and his sons. 
 

8 Then God spoke to Noah ... He said, 
9 “I am now making my covenant 
with you and with all your children... 
10 …also with every living creature 
 



Genesis 9:17  NIrV 
 17 So God said to Noah,  
“The rainbow is  
the sign of my covenant.  
I have made my covenant  
between me  
and all life on earth.” 
 



Genesis 9:18-25 NIrV 
  
21 When he drank some of the wine, 
it made him drunk.  
Then he lay down inside his tent 
without any clothes on.  
 



A: Imperfect, flawed, 
     messy people! 

Q: What kind of people 
     does God recruit? 



Implication #1  
Church as a greenhouse 
 where imperfect, flawed, 

 messy people  
can come as they are,  
but not leave that way! 



Church is not  
a book club for  
perfect people; 
~~~ 
Church is a make-over 
program for everyone. 



Pastor John Burke,  
Mud & The Masterpiece 

“Do we Christians inadvertently 
… only think about ourselves:  
the type of service we want,  
the teaching we want,  
like we want it,  
when we want it?” 



Pastor John Burke,  
Mud & The Masterpiece 

“Do we ever even think  
about those far from God, 
burdened and without hope? 
Where can they come and  
learn about God’s grace, “as is,” 
and in ways they can understand?”  



Pastor John Burke,  
Mud & The Masterpiece 

“If we are going to be like Jesus 
in our attitude and actions,  
we must create venues where 
doubters, skeptics, sinners, and 
saints can all come learn  
the way of Jesus together.” 



Implication #2:  
Provide specific ways 

to cooperate with  
the transformations 

God desires. 



 
For Noah, 
an AA group or 
“Celebrate Recovery” 
would be in order! 



And also for Noah, 
a small-group Bible study 
doing Soul Detox  
would sure help out! 





Pastor Craig Groeschel 

Soul Detox 
Session #1  
“Lethal Language: 
Experiencing the Power  
of Life-Giving Words” 
 



Proverbs 18:21a  NIrV 
  
18 Your tongue  
has the power  
of life and death. 



Proverbs 12:18  NIrV 
  
18 The words  
of thoughtless people  
cut like swords. 
But the tongue  
of wise people  
brings healing. 



Proverbs 16:24  NIrV 
  
24 Kind words are like honey. 
    They are sweet to the spirit 
    and bring healing to the body. 



+ What the Bible has to say. 
 
+ Conversation Review:  
what have you been saying? 
 



+ What the Bible has to say. 
 

+ Conversation Review:  
what have you been saying? 
 

+ “If you think something good,  
say it!” 



+ What the Bible has to say. 
 

+ Conversation Review:  
what have you been saying? 
 

+ “If you think something good, 
say it!” 
+ Prayer to speak life! 



Psalm 19:14  NIrV 

“Lord, may these words of 
my mouth please you. 
And may these thoughts of 
my heart please you also. 
You are my Rock             
and my Redeemer.” 



A: Imperfect, flawed, 
     messy people! 

Q: What kind of people 
     does God recruit? 



Communion






