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What’s the story behind 
your 1st & middle names?

Do you know what these 
names mean?
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Matthew 1:18-25 God’s Word

18 The birth of Jesus Christ 

took place in this way. 

His mother Mary had been promised

to Joseph in marriage. 

But before they were married, 

Mary realized that she was pregnant 

by the Holy Spirit. 



Matthew 1:18-25 God’s Word

19 Her husband Joseph 

was an honorable man and 

did not want to disgrace her publicly. 

So he decided to break 

the marriage agreement with her 

secretly.



Matthew 1:18-25 God’s Word
20 Joseph had this in mind 

when an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream. 

The angel said to him, 

“Joseph, descendant of David, 

don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife. 

She is pregnant by the Holy Spirit.



Matthew 1:18-25 God’s Word

21 She will give birth to a son, 

and you will name him Jesus [He Saves], 

because he will save his people 

from their sins.” 



Matthew 1:18-25 God’s Word

22 All this happened so that 

what the Lord had spoken 

through the prophet came true: 
23 “The virgin will become pregnant 

and give birth to a son, 

and they will name him Immanuel,”

which means “God is with us.”



Matthew 1:18-25 God’s Word

24 When Joseph woke up, he did 

what the angel of the Lord 

had commanded him to do. 

He took Mary to be his wife. 
25 He did not have marital relations with

her before she gave birth to a son. 

Joseph named the child Jesus.
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Matthew 1:18-25 God’s Word

21 … you will name him 

Jesus [He Saves], 

because he will save his people 

from their sins.” 



Matthew 1:18-25 God’s Word

22 … what the Lord had spoken 

through the prophet came true: 
23 “… they will name him 

Immanuel,”

which means “God is with us.”



Luke 1:18-25 God’s Word

35 … the holy child 

developing inside you 

will be called the Son of God.”



“Jesus [=He Saves]

…he will save his people”

“Immanuel…God is with us”

“the Son of God”
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-- Tommy Nelson, “Coauthoring …”

“We need to catch a fresh vision 

for our homes as places where 

the most important training 

for life occurs, 

both earthly and eternal life.”



-- Tommy Nelson, “Coauthoring …”

“Home is not just a place 

for [us] to eat, sleep, play, 

and watch television. 

Home is where [we] 

cooperate with God to set in motion

life stories with meaning and purpose

-- stories that honor Him.”



-- Tommy Nelson, “Coauthoring …”

“God designed the home as a

wonderful, natural training center 

in which parents who are saturated

with God's truth and presence 

pass those onto their children 

in the course of daily life.”



-- Tommy Nelson, “Coauthoring …”

“Home is where [we] 

cooperate with God to set in motion

life stories with meaning and purpose

-- stories that honor Him.”



-- Tommy Nelson, “Coauthoring …”

“Planning the Story:

Adopting A Mission 

In Our Homes”
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Home Missions #1:

Donate Resources:

Outreach Christmas Market



Local

RHCC Children and Youth 

RHEEEP = Rolling Hills Early Education 

And Enrichment Program

RHCC Food Pantry

Northshore Literacy (ESL)



Regional

Samaritan Health

Church Under the Bridge

Life Long Friends

South Texas Mission

Hero’s Night Out

Austin Disaster Relief Network



National/International

Samaritan’s Purse

Knit-A-Square 

Orphanage, Madurai, South India

Habitat For Humanity



Adopting A Mission In Our Homes

1) Give now

2) Research & choose 

for a longer relationship



Home Missions #2:

Donate Time:

Church Under the Bridge



Christmas Morning 

Under the Bridge 
Come to meet the street people with our gifts on Christmas 

morning. We leave FH parking lot at 8 am and return in time 

for our Christmas worship at noon. RSVP to Joe Vandegriff, 

512-964-5638. 



Home Missions #3:

Naming and Our

Personal Missions



Matthew 1:18-25 God’s Word

21 … you will name him 

Jesus [He Saves], 

because he will save his people 

from their sins.” 



Just last week,

Piper asked me,

“What does 

my name mean?”



Piper = 

literally,

someone who plays 

a musical wind instrument 

called a pipe or pipes











Piper =

figuratively,

someone who leads by

inspiring others



One avenue for

“cooperating with God 

to set in motion life stories 

with meaning and purpose:”

teach Piper about 

leadership



Read Piper stories

about the best examples 

of pipers who have led

with their literal,

musical inspiration



Piper = one who leads 
by inspiring others



Tell Piper stories

about the best examples

of inspiring leadership





Teach Piper Bible verses

that have to do 

with her name



Isaiah 30:2 God’s Word
21 And you will sing as on the night

you celebrate a holy festival;

your hearts will rejoice

as when people playing pipes 

go up to the mountain of the Lord,

to the Rock of Israel.



Matthew 9:23-24  NIV

23 When Jesus entered the 
synagogue leader’s house 

and saw the noisy crowd 

and people playing pipes, 
24 he said, “Go away. 

The girl is not dead but asleep.”



Another avenue for

“cooperating with God 

to set in motion life stories 

with meaning and purpose:”

teach Piper to 

“Rejoice with those who rejoice; 
mourn with those who mourn.”

Romans 12:15  NIV



“Rejoice with 

those 

who rejoice; 

mourn with 

those 

who mourn.”

Romans 12:15  NIV



Psalm 150:3-4,6  NIV

3 Praise him with 

the sounding of the trumpet,

praise him with the harp and lyre,
4 praise him with timbrel and dancing,

praise him with the strings and pipe,
6 Let everything that has breath 

praise the Lord.  Praise the Lord. 



Yet another avenue for

“cooperating with God 

to set in motion life stories 

with meaning and purpose:”

teach Piper about 

praising the LORD!



Praise him with timbrel and dancing,
praise him with the strings and pipe …

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.  
Praise the Lord. -- Psalm 150:4,6 NIV



You, too,
can do this at home!



-- Tommy Nelson, “Coauthoring …”

“Home is where [we] 

cooperate with God to set in motion

life stories with meaning and purpose

-- stories that honor Him.”
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