
Sermon Episode #3 
Gary Olsen, Pastor 



Please stay  
in your seats  
and do not  

be alarmed … 



 
… but I just found out 

this weekend that, 
where you are sitting 

right now …  



 

… there are about 
one hundred trillion 

bacteria, fungi, 
viruses, and 

protozoa  
in the seat with you!  



The Human Microbiome 



Sermon Episode #3 
Gary Olsen, Pastor 



LUKE 23:38-43  GW 
 

38 A written notice was 
placed above him.  
It said, “This is  
the king of the Jews.” 
 
 
 



LUKE 23:38-43  GW 
 

39 One of the criminals 
hanging there insulted Jesus 
by saying, “So you’re really 
the Messiah, are you?  
Well, save yourself and us!” 
 
 
 



LUKE 23:38-43  GW 
 

40 But the other criminal 
scolded him:  
“Don’t you fear God at all?  
Can’t you see that you’re 
condemned in the same 
way that he is?  

 
 
 



LUKE 23:38-43  GW 
 

41 Our punishment is fair.  
We’re getting what we deserve.  
But this man hasn’t done 
anything wrong.” 
 
 
 



LUKE 23:38-43  GW  

42 Then he said, “Jesus, 
 remember me when  
you enter your kingdom.” 
43 Jesus said to him,  
“I can guarantee this truth:  
Today you will be  
with me in paradise.” 
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Week #1: 
 

Why should we care 
about heaven? 



 

We are made  
to last forever. 



MATTHEW 25:46  GW  
 

46 “These people  
will go away  
into eternal punishment,  
but those with God’s approval 
will go into eternal life.”’ 



Week #2: 
 

What is heaven like? 



JOHN 14:2  GW 
 

2 “My Father’s house  
has many rooms…  
I have told you  
that I’m going to prepare  
a place for you 
  
 
 



We are  
on our way 

home! 



Week #3: 
 

When does a person 
go to heaven? 



Answer #1: 
 

You are already there 
 if you are  

“united with Christ”! 



In Christ, we lead 
a double life 

in heaven and 
on earth! 



EPHESIANS 2:6  NLT 
For he raised us from the dead 
along with Christ  
and seated us with him  
in the heavenly realms  
because we are  
united with Christ Jesus. 
 



JOHN 5:24  GW 
24 “I can guarantee this truth:  
Those who listen to what I say  
and believe in the one who 
sent me …  
have already passed  
from death to life. 
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Week #3: 
 

When does a person 
go to heaven? 



Answer #2: 
 

Sometimes, 
on a visit with  

a return and recall! 



2 CORINTHIANS 12:2,4  NIV 
 

2 I know a man in Christ who 
fourteen years ago was 
caught up to the third heaven 
…. 4 was caught up to 
paradise and heard 
inexpressible things, things 
that no one is permitted to tell. 
 
 



REVELATION 4:43  GW  

1 …I saw a door standing open 
in heaven. I heard the first 
voice ... It said, “Come up 
here, and I will show you what 
must happen after this.” 
2 Instantly, I came under the 
Spirit’s power. I saw a throne in 
heaven, and someone was 
sitting on it. 
 
 



ISAIAH 6:1  GW 
 

1 I saw the Lord sitting  
on a high and lofty throne. 
The bottom of his robe  
filled the temple.  
2 Angels were standing  
above him …  
 
 



EZEKIEL 40:2-4  GW  

2 In visions, God brought me to 
Israel and set me down on a 
very high mountain… 
3 … I saw a man who looked 
like he was covered with 
bronze… 4 He said to me, 
“You were brought here to be 
shown these things.  
Tell the nation of Israel 
everything that you see.” 



Week #3: 
 

When does a person 
go to heaven? 



Answer #2: 
 

Sometimes, 
on a visit with  

a return and recall! 



Week #3: 
 

When does a person 
go to heaven? 



Answer #3: 
 

The moment you die  
“united with Christ” 



LUKE 23:43  GW 
 
 

43 Jesus said to him,  
“I can guarantee this truth:  
Today you will be  
with me in paradise.” 
 
 
 



LUKE 16:22-23  GW 
22 “One day the beggar died,  
and the angels carried him  
to be with Abraham.  
The rich man also died …  
23 He went to hell, where he 
was constantly tortured. As he 
looked up, in the distance he 
saw Abraham and Lazarus. 



HEBREW 12:1  GW 
 

1 Therefore, since we  
are surrounded by such  
a great cloud of witnesses,  
let us throw off everything 
that hinders and … let us 
run with perseverance the  
race marked out for us. 
 
 



LUKE 16:22-23  GW 
22 “One day the beggar died,  
and the angels carried him  
to be with Abraham.  
The rich man also died …  
23 He went to hell, where he 
was constantly tortured. As he 
looked up, in the distance he 
saw Abraham and Lazarus. 



Week #3: 
 

When does a person 
go to heaven? 



Answer #3: 
 

The moment you die  
“united with Christ” 
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AFTER 9:30 WORSHIP…...  
 

Session 1: Why Should We Care  
                  About Heaven? (June 12th)  
 

Session 2: (June 26th)  
What Is Heaven Like?  
 
Session 3: When Does a Person  
                  Go to Heaven? (July 3rd)  
 
Session 4: Where Is Heaven? (July 10th)  
 
Session 5: Who Goes to Heaven? (July 17th)  
 
Join us in the Fellowship Hall Youth Room  
for a discussion of todays sermon topic.  





LET US PRAY: 
 

“Holy God, we pray that  
the thoughts and lessons 

we share here  
will interrupt our lives with 
the heavenly perspective 

the way it interrupted 
Colton and his family. 



LET US PRAY: 
 

“We ask that 
living every day 

with eternity in mind  
will change everything! 
In Jesus name. Amen! 
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